
Angels in the 
Community

Knit an Angel!

House Competition:

We have been asked to provide some 
angels to decorate a church for 
Christmas.  It is a great opportunity to 
serve the wider Blyth community. 

Who can knit the best Angel?

Patterns provided in your tutor Google 
Classroom 
Or find an alternative online

Deadline: December 7th
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Visit us on twitter to find out what our staff, parents and students are doing!

Supporting Blyth Foodbank
Once again we are 
supporting the Blyth 
Foodbank for our Harvest 
Collection.  

Thank you for all your 
generous donations  so far 
which will be delivered to 
the FoodBank next week.

Please note that this is the 
last week for donations.

LAST WEEK FOR HARVEST COLLECTION DONATIONS

The Boys’ Network See Page 2

Dear Parents Carers and Students

As we head into the last week of our first half term I can reflect on the ways in which our community has strived to keep functioning in 
these incredible, and incredibly difficult, times. Despite the adjustments that we have all had to become used to at Bede Academy we 
have also been able to find ways of continuing with academy life. 

We have released our online Opening Evening and Virtual Tour for prospective students, we have held Year 7 and Year 12 ‘Meet the 
tutor’ phone calls and we have been supporting our Year 11’s to prepare for their rehearsal exams which begin next week and continue 
after half term. Year 13 students have also seen university applications go off this week to Oxford, Cambridge and for a range of 
Medicine courses. We wish all of these students the very best as they pursue their ambitions. 

Bede Academy students have also been showing their usual levels of compassion by adding their final food donations to our Harvest 
collection for the Blyth Foodbank as well as starting to make shoebox gifts for our Christmas Appeal. After half term, alongside our 
weekly house competitions, we will start re-introducing a selection of wider extra-curricular opportunities for students to take part 
in as we keep building enrichment back into our curriculum. You can also read below about our Boys and Girls Network programmes 
which have also begun. 

Mr A Thelwell
Principal

Community Knitting See Page 4

https://twitter.com/BedeAcademy


Girls’ Network returns

This week the 18 successful Girls Network 
candidates completed their induction 
session with North East leader Stacey 
Wagstaff.  

The girls heard about the reason why 
the Girls Network was founded and how 
many girls have benefitted from the 
confidence and connections it provides.   
The girls then completed their initial 
survey, commenting on their current 
ambitions and what they hope to gain 
from becoming part of the Network.  

This is the largest number of students 
Bede has yet enrolled and we are already 
looking forward to seeing how much 
they grow with the support of mentors 
as invested in their futures as we are.

The Boys’ Network was launched in Bede Academy recently.  The programme offers 
schools the opportunity to implement The Gatsby Benchmark in an exciting and 
innovative way. 
The 10 month programme, provides students with regular opportunities to build 
on their understanding of attitudes, skills and mindsets needed to be successful in 
employment. 
Students record their learning in a skills portfolio. This can be used to help prepare for 
interviews as they move in to further and higher education settings. 
It helps them to stand-out in apprenticeship interviews as they are able to demonstrate 
a greater understanding of expectations in the workplace. 
As part of the programme, students visit a local business which aims to inspire and 
raise aspiration.

The Aim: Supporting schools in raising aspirations of teenage boys
The DfE state that boys. “Are less likely to be high achievers, less likely to be accepted 
into universities than girls and less likely to be accepted on to apprenticeship 
schemes too.” The Boys’ Network provides carefully selected, local businessmen who 
help mentor students around key skills necessary for the world of work, giving the 
students on the programme an employability advantage.

The Boys’ Network launch

This week sees the launch of ‘Be Her 
Lead’ here at Bede Academy. 

This is a nationwide programme which 
works to improve the confidence of 
teenaged girls across the country, 
empowering them and raising their 
aspirations. 

Staff will be running weekly sessions 
with 25 Year 9 students. We aim to create 
a supportive community of girls with 
whom we can build on our knowledge 
of healthy relationships, friendships 
and selves. We will consider how to 
navigate social media and still feel good 
about ourselves and our bodies. We will 
discuss impressive women and consider 
how we can learn from their skills and 
achievements to improve our own 
futures. 

We will develop our knowledge 
of employment and education 
opportunities to fulfil our full potential. 
Here at Bede, we believe that every 
child is infinitely precious and this 
programme’s core aim is to ensure that 
our girls know that too. 

Be Her Lead launched

In preparation for the Year 11 examinations next week students have been encouraged 
to review
• How is my revision going?
• How ready am I? 
We will continue to reinforce the message that these examinations are for teachers to 
help identify where students may have gaps in their knowledge and who may need 
additional support. Therefore, students should just continue to try their best. 

reVi21on Sessions
Students have found the revision sessions that have run so far useful in helping them 
prepare for the upcoming examinations. During the exam weeks, revision sessions will 
help students prepare for the examinations they have the next day.  Students need 
to sign up for the sessions they would like to attend here so we can ensure we have 
enough teachers and classrooms available: https://forms.gle/4cywMutcdEsayo2q6 
Students will be provided with refreshments and will accrue stamps on their reVi21on 
loyalty card. 

Students have a reVi21ion booklet which is to support them with planning for the 
exams. In these booklets, there is advice on exam planning as well as tips on how to 
deal with the pressure of exams. Please discuss this with your son/daughter and if you 
have any questions please contact me.
Mrs Butler, AVP KS4 Raising Standards Leader academicteam@bedeacademy.org.uk



It is vitally important that nobody 
attends either Bede Academy site 

if they are displaying COVID-19 
symptoms. In the event of 

symptoms emerging, you must 
contact 111 for advice, and also 
inform the academy, using this 

email address: 

covidreporting@
bedeacademy.org.uk. 

This then enables us to take action 
where there has been contact with 

other members of the academy.

Covid 19 contact 
information

In the previous newsletter, we told you 
that there had been a focus on the impact 
of sending nasty messages online can 
have on young people and how our KS3 
students had been finding out more about 
this during their Personal Development 
sessions. It was with great sadness that 
we have since found out about the tragic 
suicide of a student at another local school. 
The child’s parents have reported that they 
were the victim of online abuse and that 
this led to a deterioration in their mental 
health. We cannot begin to imagine the 
grief that the child’s family and friends are 
experiencing, but we can stop and think 
about the types of messages that we send 
and how this might affect the person who 
receives them. 

Like all schools, we regularly have to deal 
with issues between students because 
of nasty or unkind messages that have 
been sent and most of these issues could 
be avoided if the person sending the 
messages stopped to consider how the 
other person might feel. The death of a 
young person is always tragic, but it is 
always more shocking when it is the death 
of a young person within our local area. 
Therefore, we are once again encouraging 
parents and carers to discuss this issue with 
their children.  As always, our Pastoral and 
Welfare teams are able to support should 
further guidance or advice be required. 

 
 

Monday 
Soup of the day 

Cumberland Sausage 
Oven baked pork and beef sausages 

Traditional Cottage Pie 
Baked with creamed potatoes and cheese 

Glazed Veggie Sausages 
Steamed Vegetables/Creamed Potatoes 

 
Tuesday 

Soup of the day 
Chilli Beef Burrito 

 Served with flatbread 
Breaded Fish Fingers 

Oven baked 
Chilli Veg Burrito 

Served with flatbread 
Steamed Vegetables/Herb Dice Potatoes 

 
Wednesday 

Soup of the day 
Traditional roast 

With Yorkshire pudding 
B.I.R 

British Indian Restaurant Style Curry 
Vegetable B.I.R 

Steamed Vegetables/Roast Potatoes or Rice 
 

Thursday 
Soup of the day  

  Chicken Noodles 
Tossed in garlic soy and five spice 

Veggie Burger 
Oven baked served in a soft roll 

Steamed vegetables/potato wedges 
 

Friday 
Soup of the day  

Battered Fish Fillet 
Crispy fish fillets served with lemon and homemade tartare sauce  

Southern Fried Chicken 
Chicken fillet in a spicy crumb 

Battered Halloumi 
Peas /baked beans/chips  

 
Alternative pizza pasta bar/selection of savoury bakes/baked potatoes/salad bar/ 

Pizza bar is served with salad only… 
 
 
 

Weekly Menu 
Week commencing 19 October 2020 

Message from the 
Welfare Team

The Bede Welfare Team are constantly 
looking for sources of support for our 
students.  
We believe that if students feel safe 
and well cared for they will thrive both 
personally and academically.  
This term we welcome our School 
Health Adviser, Maria Summers who 
will be available after school every 
Thursday in the Glass Room next 
to the Welfare Office to speak to 
students.  
Maria can support students with 
anxiety, health or personal issues.  
Due to Covid restrictions the service 
will be available on an appointment 
basis.  
If students would like to meet with 
Maria, they should speak to their tutor, 
who will let a member of the Welfare 
Team know and a meeting slot will be 
arranged.

Year 12 and Year 7 telephone appointments 
have taken place this week, in place of our 
usual “Meet the tutor” event. 
Any parents who have missed this 
opportunity are invited to ring the 
academy and arrange a call back from 
their child’s form tutor. 

We are looking at ways to replace our usual 
face-to-face events with virtual events. 
Look out for our Covid-friendly X-factor, 
coming soon, as well as online Christmas 
events.

Meet the Tutor

Our Open Evening video for Year 7 
2021 students can be found here 
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/
wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Virtual-
open-evening-2020.pdf.

Please feel free to share it with parents 
of current Year 6 students.



Bede Academy (Secondary) Sixth Avenue, Blyth, NE24 2SY

www.bedeacademy.org.uk

Christmas Shoe box appeal:

Deadline November 6th

House Wall - Granary window 
overlooking  quadrangle.

❖ 5 flat pack shoe boxes for each 
tutor group available from House 
Office

❖ 10 leaflets in each tutor group 
folder – more will be issued when 
needed!

❖ Completed boxes to your tutor, 
wrapped in house colours.

❖ Tutor will add boxes to the wall 
when asked to do so.

❖ Christmas is coming!  A time for 
giving as well as receiving!

Essential Items:
Toothbrush and toothpaste
Hat, scarf, gloves
Soap
Underwear
Small Toy
Sweets

Toiletries:
Shampoo
Soap/shower gel
Face cloth/Moist wipes
Deodorant
Moisterising cream
Comb/brush
Sanitary products
Shaving foam/razors
Socks/Tights

Stationery:
Pens/pencils/sharpener
Notepads/Colouring 
books
Rulers/Rubbers

Miscellaneous:
New Make-up
Sewing Equipment
Household candles
Screwdriver/Pliers
Kitchen Utensils

Clothes 
and other 
items:
T-shirts/Pyjamas/
Jumpers/Shirts 
etc

READY STEADY GO  - THE BOXES ARE HERE SO 
LET’S GET STARTED!

Shoe Box Appeal 2020 

Angels in the 
Community

Knit an Angel!

House Competition:

We have been asked to provide some 
angels to decorate a church for 
Christmas.  It is a great opportunity to 
serve the wider Blyth community. 

Who can knit the best Angel?

Patterns provided in your tutor Google 
Classroom 
Or find an alternative online

Deadline: December 7th

Be an Angel and get knitting

http://www.bedeacademy.org.uk

