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Visit us on twitter to find out what our staff, parents and students are doing!

Nokuphila Fundraising update see page 2 Engineering Challenge see page 4

We had a fantastic evening on Tuesday for our annual Sports 
Awards. This was the first time we have done it in an online format. 
A special thankyou to Steve Harper (Newcastle United coach) 
who opened the evening and the various guests from the world 
of rugby and hockey who also dropped in with messages for our 
sportsmen and women. Students can access the recording for the 
evening through the link in their PE Google classrooms

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jL1Khbt9pF268ltNtRN3nkNJ1dQ
EVoYZ/view

Virtual Sports Awards 2020And the winner is...

I am absolutely delighted to share the news that Oswald have 
been victorious in claiming the House Cup this year. 
Despite tough competition from the other two houses, Oswald 
have produced many outstanding performances during the 
different competitions and events and are worthy winners. 
Oswald had a strong lead throughout most of the year but 
really cemented their hold on the House Cup by coming first 
place in Sports D!ay and also having some excellent results in 
the lockdown challenges. 
I would like to thank every single student who has represented 
Oswald this year and have helped push us towards this victory. 
We are extremely proud of all students in Oswald House and 
you thoroughly deserve this success. 

Dear Parents, Carers and Students

We have made it to the end of a strange term, yet as I reflect on all 
that has been accomplished by students, their families and staff 
over these difficult months I can only be filled with a sense of 
humility at all you have achieved. 
We have already provided information this week about our plans 
for re-opening in September as well as the arrangements for Year 
11 and 13 results days so if you have not yet had a chance to read 
through these arrangements then please take time to do so. We 
will be providing more information when we get closer to the 
start of the new academic year.
As students will have seen in my online assembly this morning we 
reflected on what it means to be Bede Academy. St Peter in one 
of his letters described the Church as being made out of ‘living 

stones’. In many ways the same is true of the Bede community. 
The physical building is not the community. It is the people 
who bring the community to life. This was our final message to 
students before this period of lock down began – it is also our 
final message to students at the end of this time of lock down. 
We, the students, the families and the staff, have continued to be 
the living community of Bede Academy as we seek to follow the 
example of Christ. 

I wish you all a well deserved summer rest. I hope that you all 
enjoy it. We look forward to seeing every one again in September. 
Thank you

 Mr A Thelwell
Principal

https://twitter.com/BedeAcademy


There is a saying amongst runners, particularly long distance 
runners, that goes something like this; ‘Run the first two-thirds 
of a race with your head and the last third with your heart.’   For 
me I think it is more like ‘run the first third of the race with my 
legs, and the last two thirds on my knees’, but maybe that just 
means I should get out and do a few more miles for Nokuphila 
Food Parcels!
Our total as we reach the end of this term, still under lockdown, 

has reached 5,028 miles.   This is a brilliant total and not only 
pushes through the 5,000 barrier but is also approaching two-
thirds of the distance from Bede Academy to Nokuphila School.   
A huge thank you and well done if you have covered even one 
of those exercise miles.   This is entirely a community effort and 
it has been so encouraging for me to see everybody contribute 
together to help people in need who we don’t necessarily know 
but who we know are our brothers and sisters elsewhere in our 
world.
Thank you to Rachel James who has been cycling to Whitley Bay 
and back most days, Mrs Wadsworth who has run 1,000 miles 
during lockdown, and Kerena Cooke who has been doing 3 
mile afternoon runs.   There are so many of you doing the same 
thing, just doing your bit.  It would be great to see some picture 
uploaded.
5,028 miles takes us into the exotically sounding Abong Mbang 
in Cameroon, just about into Central Africa.  We have crossed the 
equator and are now in the southern hemisphere.   The deserts 
are behind us and the landscape takes on more green as the land 
is covered by more and more equatorial rainforest and the earth 
becomes more rich red in colour as it becomes much more fertile.  

Hidden in the forests we might be lucky to see Western Lowland 
Gorilla, a bit smaller than its cousin the Mountain Gorilla, but still 
an impressive creature.  But less sand and more earth, more trees 
and more rain means driving (or cycling, running and walking in 
our case) might get a bit tricky and interesting, especially if the 
roads are just made of mud.  Are you ready to get out and push?
When Jesus was asked ‘what is the most important command?’   
He gave two answers for the price of one.  He said, ‘Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind’, and then ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’  Whether 
we are helping to get someone’s car out of the mud, or helping 
them get on their way, or helping with shopping in lockdown, or 
helping raise money for food parcels to help the disadvantaged 
and poor of the Tembisa township in the Covid-19 pandemic, we 
are loving each other as Christ loved us, and just how He wants 
us to love Him.
It would be great if we could complete the full 8,280 miles so 
we are going to keep going over the summer break.  If you have 
planned or want to set a target to add to your total miles then 
this is a great opportunity.   Get onto the Nokuphila Challenge 
GoogleClassroom and add them to your total.
Tembisa the community which Nokuphila serves is part of 
Johannesburg, now the epicentre of the pandemic not just in 
South Africa but the whole of Africa.   Strict lockdown, enforced 
by the police and army, places restrictions on the movement of 
people during the day and a curfew overnight.  Unemployment 
is already high and is made much worse by the lockdown so 
with no welfare system many of the already poorest families are 
now under severe pressure and experiencing malnutrition and 
starvation.   Every penny we raise means Nokuphila can provide 
more food parcels for those in most need.
To date we have raised £590.11 which is an excellent total, and 
thank you to everyone who has contributed to it.   We hope to 
send out first payment to Nokuphila early next week.   You can 
still make payments by logging on to ParentPay and selecting 
‘Bede Community Challenge’.  This will be kept in place over the 
summer so please do continue to support.
Thank you again to everyone who has contributed miles, and also 
for the funds raised to date.   It is such an encouragement to be 
part of such a caring community. 

Have a good summer break.  Keep adding those miles!

Nokuphila Lockdown 
Challenge Fundraiser



Earlier this year, Year 7 students were asked to take 
photographs of something at home for an art project. 
Just a number of weeks ago, the same Year 7 students were 
asked to use their photographs to create a short story. 
This story had to be about something that could be seen in 
the photograph.
 There were some great entries, but the overall winners for 
this competition were: Jack 7 Read and Lily 7 Broadway. 
Well done!

Creative Writing 
Competition

23 March 2020 
Up until this moment life had been an anticipating flash. Not 
knowing who you will be able to see, or who you can’t see. But 
there I was sitting in the armchair; the living room had a worrying 
atmosphere. Almost like something was watching wanting us 
to know. Then it happened, those words they surrounded me. 
As of this Monday we would have to stop our lives and go into 
quarantine for at least a couple of months. There were so many 
thoughts rushing through my mind, but the one that stuck out 
the most was what if something happened to someone in my 
family? I couldn’t go and help them or visit them in the hospital. 
What if it was even life threatening? All I could do now was get 
ready for the last three days of school and go to bed. 

4 June 2020
Now here’s a relief, today was the first day in two months I’ve 
been able to see all of my grandparents. Most of my worries are 
cured but the rest of them hang in my brain, like a poetry tree 
full of worry in my head. Sometimes I wonder if I will ever get 
out of lockdown. It has been ages since I’ve been able to hug 
my friends. I couldn’t see anyone one their birthdays, and I’ve 
completely forgotten what the beach smells like; that smell was 
everything to me because every year on my birthday we would 
rent the white beach hut on the end closest to the shop, and 
we would get together to celebrate my uncles, mine and my 
grandads birthday(because the are one a after the other).I miss 
them.

13 June 2020
Today I got to hug my grandparents for the first time in nearly 
3 months! I was unusually excited but we got to sit in their back 
gardens(they all gave us different types of food so we didn’t 
need tea anymore). Even though I get to see them I still can’t 
go to see my great-grandfather’s grave because there are always 
people there and we don’t want to risk it but eventually I will 
see him again. Anyway next we are allowed to go for a socially 
distanced walk with my dog and my friends.

29 June 2020
Today it was really windy so when I took my dog out for a walk 
we could see so many things flying about but the most unusual 
thing was that we saw a potato rolling down the street, my 
dog pulled me over trying to get to it. I’ve been seeing my 
friends every day for the last two weeks and now that the social 
distancing measures are being reduced we will be able to hear 
each other over the wind. 

5 July 2020
Today my grandad, step-grandma and my great-grandma came 
for Sunday lunch. We usually make cheesecake for them but we 
didn’t have enough time so we had to buy one which isn’t that 
much fun as we had to search to see if it had peanuts in it for 
my and one of my brothers, then when we found it did so we 
had to get something else. I am honestly jealous of anyone who 
doesn’t have to take a bit out of their food and wonder if they will 
stay alive to finish it. And to anyone who doesn’t have hayfever 
because my nose may as well not have any holes in it. 

Wednesday 24 June 2020

Dear Diary,

Today I met with my friends in Plessey Woods to have a walk. 
My friend Matthew was the first to get there even though 
he lives in Newcastle. He left his house really early. When I 
arrived Matthew was waiting on the grass for me. Me and my 
little brother ran around on the grass until my friend Hannah 
arrived. When she did we started the walk.
We climbed over a river across twigs and rocks and then 
climbed up a hill. It was difficult because I had to carry my little 
brother up it. Then we found some wooden drums and found 
some twigs to make a beat. 
After we did this, we walked on till we came across a river 
leading into a pond. We jumped the river and found that there 
were stepping stones in the pond. We jumped across them 
onto the other side of the pond and climbed up the hill on the 
other side. Once we had, we came down the path and jumped 
over the river again to get back to our parents. 
We then carried on walking till we found a larger river with 
more stepping stones to cross. Me and Hannah crossed them 
but my friend Matthew couldn’t because he had hurt himself. 
When I crossed the river and found that the way to get across 
would mean going into the river, I decided to come back the 
way I came. Hannah didn’t, she went straight in.
We carried on walking, climbing many steps and eventually 
finding our way back to the car park. We got all our muddy 
clothes off in our cars and said goodbye to each other.
I enjoyed the walk but it made me a little sad because it 
showed me what I was missing out on because of lockdown. 

Here are the first and second place entries in the House Diary Entry Competiton

First Place Dylan 7 Butler Second Place Emily 8 Shackleton

Molly, 9 Hindhaugh received an honourable 
mention for her entry. Well done Molly.

Special mention



Students in Year 7 and 8 were asked to join forces for the 
annual Engineering Day which was loosely based on the 
Dragons Den TV Show concept.  Students were encouraged 
to work in groups to produce an innovative idea in creating 
a solution to one of the following contexts:
Safety in Blyth, Supporting the Elderly, 
The Environment, Home Comforts, Health & Lifestyle, Sport, 
Leisure & Hobbies, Design for Disability.
Students were given a week to complete the task and many 
worked in small groups to further develop the idea.  There 
were many excellent entries from each class, and Engineer-
ing staff had to whittle the winning entries down to one per 
class.  The unenviable and difficult job of deciding on a first, 
second and third place was then handed on to Mr Thelwell.

Sonnet work by Year 7 and Year 8

Engineering Day 
2020

Ms Stonebanks’ Year 7 and Year 8 classes have been working on Poetry. They were both asked to write sonnets based on their poetry 
theme; Year 7 have been studying character poetry and Year 8 have been studying nature poetry.   Sonnets are a complex form of 
poetry with 14 lines of rigid rhyme and syllable patterns. Everyone in the class produced some excellent pieces using complex literary 
devices and ambitious vocabulary. Here are a few examples. 

1st Ryan, 8 Clarkson 2nd Ewan, 8 Wadsworth and William, 8 Shackleton 3rd Sophie, 8 Haley

Third place - Sophie (8 Haley)
Self cleaning bin for councils to use with automatic 
notifications as to when it’s full. 

Second place - Ewan (8 Wadsworth) and William (8 
Shackleton)
Functional, economical and environmentally sound car of the 
future. 

First Place - Ryan (8 Clarkson)
Clothing aid to help visually impaired socially distant with 
use of sensors.  

Eden, 8 Maughan

Karimun, 8 Haley

Faye, 7 Ames

Ian, 8 Haley

Liam, 7 Davies

Ethan, 7 Butler
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Message from The Welfare Team

As we approach the summer holidays, now is the ideal time to 
have open and honest conversations with your child about who 
they are communicating with online.  

One of the first things that we teach our children is that they 
should not talk to strangers.   However, young people do not 
seem to understand that this also applies to the online world.   
Sadly, there are many people who use social media platforms, 
online gaming and other electronic communication methods 
to try to communicate with children and therefore, we have a 
responsibility to inform our children of the dangers surrounding 
online communication and what to do if they feel unsafe.  

Asking to see who your child is communicating with and how 
your child knows that person is not being nosey or interfering, 
it is responsible parenting to ensure that your child is safe.   It 
is important to establish that the people your children are 
communicating with are who they say they are, as it is easy for 
people to pretend to be someone else online.  

It would be naive to think that these issues do not exist in our 
region, as the number of incidents of online grooming continues 
to rise and this is evidenced through the number of incidents 
reported in the local press and also the number of incidents 
reported to the academy and to the Police.  

We all have a responsibility to ensure that the children in our care 
are safe from harm and the summer holidays can be a challenging 
time due to the fact that children will have more free time to spend 
online, which means that they are more likely to communicate 
with strangers.   There has never been a better time to check 
who your children are communicating with online and to have 
conversations with them regarding their online communication. 

If you would like to discuss these issues further, then please do not 
hesitate to contact the Pastoral or Welfare teams at the academy 
on 01670 545111 (Option 2

The summer holidays are finally here, 
students (and teachers) across the 
country are taking a well-deserved 
and much needed break from their 
classrooms for 6 weeks.

The holidays are a time to rest, relax 
and recap on the year gone by, and we hope that students 
enjoy time away from the classroom. In more “normal” times 
we are aware that many students struggle with a prolonged 
period away from the structures of school and many families 
struggle to keep children active and physically and mentally 
well. Following a prolonged period without such structure we 
anticipate that these issues may be somewhat magnified.

Please be aware that the welfare team will continue to be 
available for help and support during the entire summer break. 
A Designated Safeguarding Lead will be “on-call” every day to 
deal with any emergency situations that may arise.

If you need support please do not hesitate to contact us via 
email at bawelfare@bedeacademy.org.uk or in an emergency 
contact the academy and a member of the team will return your 
call as soon as possible.

Please enjoy the summer with best wishes from the welfare 
team.

It is vitally important that nobody attends either Bede 
Academy site if they are displaying COVID-19 symptoms. 

In the event of symptoms emerging, you must contact 
111 for advice, and also inform the academy, using this 

email address: 

covidreporting@bedeacademy.org.uk. 

This then enables us to take action where there has been 
contact with other members of the academy.

Covid 19 contact 
information

http://www.bedeacademy.org.uk
mailto:bawelfare@bedeacademy.org.uk

