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Visit us on twitter to find out what our staff, parents and students are doing!

Almost 300 students received a certificate 
in the last week for 100% attendance 
online since the beginning of lockdown.  
This means they have logged in to the 
virtual classroom everyday without fail.  
This is a remarkable achievement and 
demonstrates the significant levels of 
engagement for students across all year 
groups.

Next week is assessment week for Year 
10 students. This is not something 
students should be worried about but 
is an opportunity for teachers to gather 
information about what content students 
have mastered in each of their subjects 
to support curriculum planning and 
shape face-to-face provision.  This is not 
an examination and will not be graded 
using GCSE grades. On Monday, we will 
email to parents instructions of where the 
assessments are to be found once they 
are released on Google Classroom. These 
all must be completed by the end of the 
week.
Next week will also see a change in the 
provision of education for students with 
the introduction of face-to-face teaching 
for Year 10. Students will have to carefully 
manage their time to complete their 
Google Classroom work alongside the 
provision in the academy.  The following 
video https://youtu.be/DIvSvBisBxE will 
provide students with more information in 
regard to the new onsite routines. 
From next week subject departments will 
also be offering Year 12 students some 

face to face contact, which will either be in 
the form of a 50 minute lesson on site or a 
50 minute ‘Google Meet’ live stream video 
lesson. For these lessons, teachers will 
inform the students of their lesson times 
and locations via the Google Classroom.  
These sessions will provide some 
invaluable learning time for students with 
their teachers; Mr Sutherland’s UCAS focus 
week, commences on Monday 29 June. 
Further details of this event will be coming 
soon. 
All students attending lessons in the 
academy will be required to wear their 
uniform except their blazers and ties. 
Groups will be taught in class bubbles of 
no more than 10 students and once the 
lesson is over, they must return home. 
Social distancing and hand washing must 
be maintained by all students on site at all 
times. 
Thank you, as always, for your immense 
support in these unprecedented times. 
We look forward to welcoming your child 
and supporting them with their ongoing 
studies.

Face to face lessons for Years 10 and 12

I find it immensely humbling to be able to say that Bede Academy 
students, staff and parents continue to demonstrate ‘day in day 
out’ that they go above and beyond. We strive to do that which 
is hard but knowing that we can achieve great things here in our 
community in Blyth – this is not our ‘new’ normal because these 
are the qualities that our community has strived to show since 
Bede Academy opened in 2009. 
It was a real privilege to see over 300 ‘100% attendance’ 
certificates go out to students who have completed all of their 
learning every single day since lockdown began. We have other 
students who with their families have embarked on a ‘Virtual 
Journey’ to South Africa to get food aid to a school that we 

support called Nokuphila. You can find out how far we have got 
in just one week and how you can join in over the page. We also 
celebrate students Art, Engineering and Science work as well as a 
Bede Virtual Choir performance. In addition to this we look ahead 
to our Virtual Sports Day next Wednesday, the Young Musician 
of the Year competition. Alongside all of this our Year 9 students 
are into their second week of their GCSE Bridging Courses and 
the work that they have sent in during week one was of excellent 
quality – well done. 

Mr A Thelwell
Principal

100% Attendance 
Congratulations 

Nokuphila Fundraising update see page 2

https://twitter.com/BedeAcademy


While we might be tempted to stay a 
while and maybe sample some of the local 
produce, we need to press on.
If we raised £1 for every mile covered 
we would have already purchased 168 
food parcels for disadvantaged families 
struggling under lockdown in Tembisa 
Township, Johannesburg.  
A huge thank you all for your support and 
encouragement in pushing this fundraiser.  
It is easy to forget that the money we raise 
from this fundraiser will actually make a 
huge difference to a lot of real families 

and children some of whom are right now 
at this moment really struggling to get 
by.  What we do now to raise money will 
actually make a difference.
Rioja is 13 miles north of Almeria which is 
the port from which the ferry takes us from 
Europe across the Mediterranean to Africa 
and Ghazanaouet, Algeria.
So we are in touching distance of the 
continent Africa, the same landmass 
Nokuphila is on.  Keep those pledges 
coming in and let’s get fund raising.
And Sports Day miles count for Nokuphila 
too, so what better time to pledge a few 
more miles!
It all comes down to funds raised.  This is 
all to raise money for food parcels for some 
of the families worst hit by lockdown in 
Tembisa Township.  Remember sponsor 
money and donations can be paid in on 
ParentPay.
Thank you Bede Community.  With your 
fundraising we can make a huge difference 
to peoples lives in Tembisa.

Key  dates for 
uniform orders
Due to the Coronavirus situation the Bede 
Academy uniform shop will remain closed and all 
orders are to be  placed via 
www.easschoolwear.co.uk/shop.
• All Sixth Form suits must be ordered before 
Wednesday 1 July 2020.
• All home delivery orders must be placed before 
Friday 14 August to ensure delivery before the 
start of the new term.
• All Click and Collect orders must be placed 
before Friday 31 July to ensure delivery before the 
start of the new term. 

Returns Service During COVID-19 at Bede 
Academy.

• Customers with a direct delivery to their home 
address after 22 June will be able to book a 
returns date and a time slot.

• Information on how to return items via Click 
and Collect will be on the packing slip within the 
parcel.

• A refund will be issued once the items are 
checked and returned to stock after the 72 hours  
COVID 19 quarantine.

• Refunds are processed through the online 
uniform shop banking system once the items have 
been checked and placed back into stock.

Bede’s exercise to Nokuphila has 
got off to a great start as we have 
reached the Rioja region in Spain, 
having received pledges totalling 
1,677 miles in the first week.  

The Nokuphila Fundraiser – Virtual Journey reaches Rioja!
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Year 8 Art compositions

Engineering Challenge

A few weeks ago we shared with you some exciting projects 
that our KS3 students had been working on at home during the 
lockdown in their Engineering lessons. 
Students had to choose a client that they then had to design and 
make a product for. The brief was to ensure it was made from 
materials they had in the home, upcycled or recycled items, it 
had to meet the clients needs and it could fi t inside a small tin. 
The outcomes have been phenomenal we are all so impressed 
with the ingenuity and creativity of our students. 
The design ideas that were created far exceeded our expectations, 
some students were unsure how they would make their design 
at home, but nearly everyone managed to show their designs in 
a 3-Dimensional form.
This really sets the scene for when they begin their GCSE’s in Year 
10. 
Mr Davies had the very hard job of judging these amazing 
projects and after long hard deliberation fi nalised the entries.   

Year 8 have been asked to investigate aspects of photography in a series of tasks and tutorials and again the ambitious compositions 
and high quality responses have been superb with just a few of the highlights shared here.

Students have recently been learning about the Earth and our 
Universe during their online science lessons with Miss Haley.
One particular lesson involved students being very creative 
using materials they could fi nd in their house to make a model 
of the Earth. 
There were some very creative and wonderful models and 
these are only a few that were handed in. You can tell students 
are really enjoying this topic, as their work has been excellent.

Earth and our Universe

Alfi e, 7 Read, 
1st Place Year 7

Layla, 8 Wadsworth, 
1st Place Year 8

Rachel, 9 Sams, 
1st Place Year 9

By Ruby, 7 Broadway By Liam, 7 Read

By Libbi-Mae, 7 Read By Matthew, 7 MacKinlay



Students in Year 10 and 12 are now beginning to return to the 
academy and are fi nding it very diff erent. We have gone to 
great lengths to keep students and staff  safe as we return to 
some face to face teaching. 
The marked out lines in the yards and corridors are essential to 
promote social distancing as are the wash basins at all entrances 
and exits to promote hand hygiene. Please encourage your 
children to adhere to these precautious measures and reassure 
them that they are necessary to keep us all safe, but equally are 
nothing to worry about.
The one to one interviews for Years 10 and 12 have gone really 
well and students have been open about how they are feeling 
as a result of “lockdown” and about returning to school. Please 
encourage them to be honest about how they are feeling and 
that it is “ok not to be ok”. If we are able to have these honest 
conversations the welfare team will be better equipped to 
signpost students to appropriate resources to support their 
mental health and wellbeing.
If you have concerns about your 
wellbeing or that of your children 
please contact us at bawelfare@
bedeacademy.org.uk and one of the 
team will get back to you.

Bede Academy (Secondary) Sixth Avenue, Blyth, NE24 2SY

www.bedeacademy.org.uk

This week, the Music Department is launching the online 
‘Young Musician of the Year’ competition, which is geared 
towards all instrumentalists and Classical singers. Applicants 
need to send a video recording of themselves performing 
a piece of their choice which demonstrates technical fl air, 
musicianship, and performance accuracy. 10 fi nalists will 
be chosen by a panel of judges, and parts of the fi nalists’ 
performances will be shared for virtual audiences to enjoy. 
The overall winner will be announced towards the end of 
term, and Bede’s Young Musician of 2020 will be crowned 
and awarded with free individual music lessons throughout 
next year! Students who are interested should sign up and 
submit their recordings via the YMOTY Google Classroom 

page using the Class Code: fo67fwn. 
All entries must be submitted by Friday 26th June.

Young Musician of the Year
Summer 2020 Virtual Edition

Young Musician of the Year

Message from The Welfare Team

There are many challenges facing our students at the moment 
with them not being in school full-time and one of the biggest 
concerns is their online activity.  
Now is the ideal time to be asking your children about their 
internet usage, to fi nd out about the websites or applications 
that they are using and to fi nd out who they are communicating 
with.  
Your children will be spending more time online than ever before 
and this is likely to increase over the summer holidays.  Over the 
next few weeks, we will be providing some information about 
diff erent technologies and issues that are trending nationally.  
However, the best place to start is often for parents to show an 
interest in their children’s online interests and to have open and 
honest discussions about what is appropriate and what is not.  
More information regarding E-Safety and diff erent technologies 
can be found on the Bede Academy website at https://www.
bedeacademy.org.uk/parents/e-safety/conduct/.

We are all looking forward to our fi rst 
virtual Sports Day on Wednesday. 
As always this event will be keenly 
contested by our three houses. 
By Tuesday of next week your childs 
tutor will share a link with them in 
their Google Classroom, which will 

take them to the 9 Sporting Challenges. 
The challenges involve minimal space and equipment and we 
do hope students will do as many of them as they can. 
They will earn points for their houses for all events they take 
part in, and bonus points are available for sending in photos 
and videos which show them getting family members involved! 
We will leave the window open for results until the weekend to 
encourage this family involvement.

Join our Sports Day

A HUGE thanks to everyone involved in putting 
together this Bede Classic! 

We will be putting together one more before summer 
for ‘My Lighthouse’ - if you’d like to be part of it, please 
sign up to the Virtual Choir Google Classroom using 

the code zxqyerk.

It is vitally important that nobody attends either Bede 
Academy site if they are displaying COVID-19 symptoms. 
In the event of symptoms emerging, you must contact 111 
for advice, and also inform the academy, using this email 
address: 

coronovirusreporting@bedeacademy.org.uk. 

This then enables us to take action where there has been 
contact with other members of the academy.

Lord I Lift Your Name on High
www.youtube.com

https://youtu.be/hH2IrV6UAOE

Bede Virtual Choir Performance

Covid 19 contact information


