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Visit us on twitter to find out what our staff, parents and students are doing!

Nokuphila Fundraising update see page 2

It is vitally important that nobody 
attends either Bede Academy site 

if they are displaying COVID-19 
symptoms. In the event of 

symptoms emerging, you must 
contact 111 for advice, and also 
inform the academy, using this 

email address: 

covidreporting@
bedeacademy.org.uk. 

This then enables us to take action 
where there has been contact with 

other members of the academy.

Covid 19 contact 
information

Usually at this time of year, Year 12 
students around the country are taking 
place in University Open Days and UCAS 
Exhibitions. 

The cancellation of these events due 
to the current circumstances, has not 
prevented our students from accessing 
the information that they need to enable 
them to make informed choices about 
their post-Bede aspirations. Instead, our 
Year 12 students have taken part in an 
online UCAS Week, organised by the 

Sixth Form Team. The week has included 
a variety of webinars, which have been 
delivered by universities from around the 
UK. 

Students were able to take part in virtual 
open days, as well as being provided 
with advice about various aspects of the 
UCAS application process; such as writing 
personal statements, student finance, 
how to make a competitive application 
and much more. 

Year 12 UCAS week

Sports Day update see page 3

Dear Parents, Carers and Students

What is proving to be an interesting and unusual summer term 
is entering its final fortnight, however there is no sense that 
students and staff at Bede Academy are slowing down! 

If you read this newsletter you will see that over 600 students took 
part in a wide range of Virtual Sports Day Events – many striving 
hard to achieve their personal best in these activities. 

The final results and Sports Day winners are announced below so 
I will not leak the name of the winning house here! Bede students 
have also covered over 2600 in our Bede to Nokuphila fundraising 
challenge. In addition to all this hundreds of Year 7 and 8 students 
took part on Wednesday in our Humanities Day activities on the 
Pilgrimages of our House Saints (Aidan, Cuthbert and Oswald).

You may by now have received and read the message from Mrs 
Harding and myself about the Government announcement 

that they intend for schools and academies to be open for full 
attendance in September. The Government released its guidance 
for schools and academies yesterday afternoon. 

We have already begun our planning based on this and will 
share our plans with you when we have completed them. We are 
keen to see all of our students back with us and are working on 
arrangements for full attendance on both sites with all students 
accessing the full curriculum. We will do this in a way that ensures 
all students and staff are kept as safe as possible and that our 
learning environment is calm and orderly. 

The Government have released a summary of their guidance for 
you to read – the link is provided for you here.

Mr A Thelwell

Principal

https://twitter.com/BedeAcademy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak


We have now covered over 2,600 miles, 
almost a third of our way to Nokuphila.   
This would take us to the Oasis town of 
Ain Salah in the Algerian Sahara Desert.   
Roughly translated it means ‘spring’ or 
‘oasis’ of ‘prayer’.  I imagine finding an oasis 
in the middle of the Sahara Desert would 
indeed be an answer to prayer.   

And watch out for camels.   I don’t think 
anyone has used camels to cover any of 
their pledged miles!   If you have, upload 
your pictures.

The Sahara Desert has an intense beauty 
with its dunes and rocky mountains; the 

palm trees of the oasis looking like they 
are being tossed around in the waves of a 
great sandy red ocean.  But along with its 
beauty is the reality of its punishing heat 
and lack of water, a picture that reminds 
us of the stark beauty of the continent 
of Africa, its natural richness but also the 
hardships faced by many of the people 
who live there.  

Of course this is why we are raising money 
to help Nokuphila provide food parcels for 
those who are struggling in the punishing 
lockdown for Covid-19 in Tembisa.

On one occasion in John 6:31, Jesus 
reminded some of the Jewish people, “Our 
fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is 
written, He gave them bread from heaven 
to eat.”  When Moses and the Israelites were 
lost in the desert, hungry and desperate, 
God had provided for them in their need.  
Wouldn’t it be great if we could be servants 
of God and help to provide for the needs 
of his people, our friends, in Tembisa, by 
raising money for food parcels?

If you have yet to add your miles to the 
total, now is the time to do it.  After some 

sensational performances by students and 
staff last week in Sports Day why not add 
yours to the Nokuphila total?  Go onto the 
Nokuphila GoogleClassroom and fill in the 
form to add your miles.   Not many have 
added their Sports Day totals, so we may 
well be a lot further than we imagine! 

If you want to add some more to miles 
that you have already completed, that is 
absolutely fine!   If you have done some 
miles during lock down but before the 
Nokuphila Challenge was launched please 
do add them as well. 

And don’t forget to raise some money 
for your efforts.   You can transfer your 
donations and sponsorship via ParentPay, 
just look for the Nokuphila account and 
transfer your raised funds.

This is most definitely a lockdown 
challenge to help others struggling in 
lockdown, so let’s go for it.

Thank you for all you have done and are 
doing.   We will make a real difference to 
those in need.

Nokuphila Lockdown 
Challenge Fundraiser

The corona virus outbreak might have stopped 
our German trip, but it hasn’t put an end to our 
international co-operation.  With some of our Year 
10 German students, we have set up a pen pal 
project with our partner school, Theodor Heuss 
Grammar School in Wolfenbüttel.   We have made 
a good start, and discussions have started about 
broadening this project out in the coming year.

German pen 
pals for Year 10

Theodor Heuss Grammar School in Wolfenbütte



Super Sports Day performances

We have been so impressed with the excellent engagement 
our musicians have shown throughout this time of online 
learning, so huge commendations to those students who have 
continued! 
We are now collecting the names of students who would like to 
have instrument or singing peripatetic lessons in Autumn 2020. 
This opportunity is open to everyone of all experiences – even 
if your child has never had lessons before!
Instrument and singing lessons are specially taught by 
professional musicians, who deliver 30 minute lessons each 
week to students who have signed up. These lessons will be 
delivered in person or, if online learning continues, using 
“Google Meet” – a feature connected to Google Classroom 
which allows for live face-to-face video to be streamed. More 
details of this will be sent at a later date to those who sign up. 

Students can choose to learn a variety of instruments. Please do 
consider that where hire isn’t possible, students should ideally 
have access to their own instrument, and that music books may 
need to be purchased as recommended by the peripatetic tutor. 
Please contact Reception for full details of instruments and costs.
If you would like to sign your child up for peripatetic lessons 
commencing in the Autumn term, please submit the details 
here https://forms.gle/mz17G6mTxodQHxK48 by Friday 10 July.
Please note that peripatetic tutors need to know their timetable 
commitments before the summer holidays begin, so late sign-
ups cannot be guaranteed a place on the timetable.

Thank you once again for your support and investment in your 
child’s musical development

Peripatetic Music Lessons – Autumn Term 2020

Our first virtual Sports Day was a huge success with over 630 
students taking part across both sites.

Competition was fierce in Year 7 with 36 students scoring good 
points for Oswald, leading to them winning this section. 

In the plank challenge top performers were Grace (7 Ames) 
and James (7 Ames). James was equally strong in the press up 
and wall sit challenges. Ashton  (7 Tipper) held his wall sit for 
over 10 minutes! Freya (7 Ames) also scored well in the press 
ups whilst in the standing jump Frederick (7 Tipper), Cole (7 
Butler) and Libbi-Mae (7 Read) got the best distances. In the 
triple jump, Hayley (7 Read) jumped over 5m, closely followed 
by William (7 Broadway).  Rounding off the jumping challenges 
we had William (7 Read) scoring 64 on the speed bounce, with 
Sophie (7 Mackinlay) just behind on 62. Oswald won the cycling 
challenge with an impressive distance of 93km.

In Year 8 Cuthbert were the run-away winners. Nathaniel (8 
McAree) started well in the plank challenge. Layla (8 Wadsworth) 
was strong in both plank and wall sit events. Olivia (8 Maughan) 
contributed good points to Cuthbert in the wall sit and speed 
bounce. Mason (8 Shackleton) was strong across all events, and 
took out his frustration of not being on the track at Monkton 
Stadium, to score well across the board. Ryan (8 Clarkson) 
posted an incredible score of 49 in the press up challenge, 
whilst Max (8 Clarkson) enjoyed the jumping challenges. Esra 
(8 Attley) top scored in the speed bounce. Cuthbert won the 
cycling challenge with a combined total distance of 82km.

In Year 9 Oswald were back on top. Ryan and Sophie (both 9 
Hindhaugh) started well in the plank. Chloe (9 Hindhaugh) 
continued the dominance of the tutor group in the wall sit 
as they laid claim to being the strongest tutor group in the 
academy! Bridget (9 Jolly) scored good points across the board 
as did Owen (9 Palmer) who scored an incredible 76 in the press 
up competition. Scarlett (9 Sams) posted some competitive 
scores and Bryce (9 Sams) showed a real flair in the standing 
jump, well supported by Nathan (9 Dawson-Rogers). Elisha (9 
Dawson-Rogers) showed great coordination in the triple jump 
as did Jack (9 Pickering). Jessica (9 Webster) and Sophie (9 
Hindhaugh) finished off with top scores on the speed bounce. 
Oswald were clear winners of the cycling challenge with 96km.

In Year 10 Phoebe and Thomas (both 10 Davies) were the top 
performers and led Oswald to a comfortable victory in this 
category.

Notable mentions to Mr Harrison, Mrs Harrison and Mr 
Wadsworth for some terrific performances although video 
evidence is being sought to verify Mr Harrisons claim of 108 
press ups!

Overall results

1) Oswald

2) Cuthbert

3) Aidan



Ms Stonebanks’ Year 7 class have been making board games this week. They had to include chance cards, dice, 
counters, a board and challenging questions about poetry. Everyone put in a stellar eff ort and here are some 
examples of excellent work. I can’t wait to play some of these games! Well done Y7!’

Brilliant Year 7 Board Games

Ethan (7 Butler) Will (7 Butler)

Liam (7 Davies)

A HUGE thanks to everyone involved in putting together this Bede Classic! 
Lord I Lift Your Name on High www.youtube.com  https://youtu.be/hH2IrV6UAOE

Bede Virtual Choir Performance

As you may know, the Music Department have been working on putting together 
a fi nal virtual performance following the success of ‘Lord I Lift Your Name On High’. 
Our fi nal lockdown performance is ‘My Lighthouse’ - this is a fi nal call for all entries 
to be submitted by this Sunday evening (5th July). Please send your recordings 

in via the Bede Academy Virtual Choir page using the Google class code: 
zxqyerk. Let’s end the academic year with as many of us joining in song together!

Abbey in Year 11 created this amazing 
handbag out of Duck Tape in her A-Level 
Fashion and Textiles bridging course

Bags of talent in 
Fashion and Textiles



Bede Academy (Secondary) Sixth Avenue, Blyth, NE24 2SY

www.bedeacademy.org.uk

Message from The Welfare Team

The BBC recently launched a new 
smartphone app called ‘Own 
it’.  This app has been designed 
to encourage young people to 
make the correct decisions, feel 
more confident and to offer them 

a range of different topics.  The asp uses the ‘Own it keyboard’, 
which recognises if the user is about to send a message that 
they may later regret and offers the user a range of alternative 
messages that could be sent.  Own it also provides the user with 
the facility to track their feelings to try to improve their wellbeing.  
The app is free to download from the Apple or GooglePlay store 
and more information can be found here https://www.bbc.com/
ownit/take-control/own-it-app.
SafeToNet is an app for parents to help them safeguard their 
children from online risks like cyberbullying and sexting, 
whilst respecting their child’s rights to privacy. The SafeToNet 
Foundation is providing UK families with free access to 1 million 
licences during coronavirus.  
The app is free to download from the Apple or GooglePlay store 
and more information can be found here https://safetonet.com/
stn-faqs/.

The current time is clearly presenting challenges for Bede 
students and families in our community in many different ways. 
Very sadly, the most significant of these challenges is bereavement. 
The fact that many of us have lost relatives or friends, perhaps 
without being able to comfort or receive comfort from loved 
ones, is at the forefront of our thoughts. Similarly, we are aware 
that the current situation may reawaken previous experiences of 
loss for our young people, and this can be equally difficult. For 
both these reasons, we would like to ask that, when the time is 
right for your family, you do inform the academy of any loss of 
which you think we should be aware to best support your child 
upon their return.  
We would also like to suggest sources of advice and support that 
may be of help, and two expert-recommended websites are given 
below and on our website.  Of course, should you wish to discuss 
any issue related to bereavement, please do contact the academy 
and request a Welfare call at reception.  
As an academy, we hold compassion as one of Core Values: 
‘We care for those who are in difficulty and who are hurting, 
recognising that the world does not exist for us alone’. 
We would like to offer our deepest sympathy to any family who 
has suffered the loss of a love one.

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  
Matthew ch.5 v.4

https://www.winstonswish.org/ 

https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/feelings-and-symptoms/
grief-and-loss/

As we prepare to clean and tidy classrooms and the wider 
site over the summer break, and prepare for the academic 
year ahead, we are conscious that some students may have 
left personal belongings in classrooms which they have been 
unable to retrieve during lockdown. 

Please do contact the academy if there are any personal 
items, including exercise books or student files, which need 
to be moved to a safe place, until such time as they can be 
collected.

In addition, we are grateful to the Year 11 students who have 
already donated unwanted items of their old uniform, to 
boost our good quality second hand supplies. There will be 
a plastic crate in Reception for the last two weeks of term, 
which can be accessed between the hours of 10am-2pm for:

1. Any further good quality uniform donations

2. Any Year 11 textbooks / library books due for return

3. Year 13 textbooks / library books due for return

It’s tidy up time!

In order to maintain social distancing, students 
must not arrive in groups of more than two and 
must leave the site as soon as they have made 

their donations, and must not hang around the 
gates and congregate with friends.

http://www.bedeacademy.org.uk

