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Visit us on twitter to find out what our staff, parents and students are doing!

You will be aware that 
this week has marked 
the gradual return to 
school nationally for 
children in Nursery, 
Reception, Year 1 
and Year 6. At Bede, 
this has comprised of 
a staggered return to 
students to the Bede 
South site, alongside 
ongoing Key Worker 
provision at Bede 

North. From today (Friday 5th June), all primary Key Worker 
children in Year 4 and below have returned to Bede South, and 
we have been pleased to welcome 60 Year 6 children to Bede 
North. Over the coming weeks, therefore, we will continue the 
secondary Key Worker provision at the North site, alongside Year 

5 and Year 6, and will begin to offer some face to face contact 
with students in Year 10 and Year 12. Further details will be 
communicated directly to these year groups.

Students working on site are required to adhere to social 
distancing and to remain in their designated bubbles. There 
are stringent hygiene measures in place, alongside signage and 
floor markings to help ensure good spacing. Students are not 
required to wear blazers or ties, but are wearing PE tops and 
trainers, alongside their school trousers / skirts, in order to have 
comfortable, washable clothes and to be able to participate in 
physical outdoor activities, without the need to use the changing 
rooms. We have been really impressed by our students’ responses 
to these measures.

We are asking that any donations to the foodbank are restricted 
to the hours of 10am-2pm, and that no visitors come onto the site 
without a prior appointment.

Welcome Back Year 6

The much anticipated wider opening of schools and academies 
for students began this week. 
This has led to much hard work and preparation here at Bede – all 
of which proved to be more than worthwhile when we saw the 
students coming back on site again. Alongside the re-opening 
of Bede South to students in Nursery to Year 1 and some of the 
Primary Key Workers, students of Key Workers in Year 5 remains 
on the North site along with the wider provision for students in 
Year 6. For some of the Year 6 students today this was their first 
experience of being taught at Bede North and certainly not how 
many of them had imagined their first day here! I would like to 
say that they have been exemplary today. They, along with all our 
students at home or on site, have shown remarkable character, 
particularly determination, as they coped with the changes going 
on around them. As ever the students, parents/carers and staff at 
Bede continue to rise to the challenges that we all face – and we 
do this together. 

May I remind parents and carers that should any child show 
symptoms of COVID-19 (such as a fever/high temperature, new 
continuous cough or a loss of taste/small) that they MUST NOT 
attend the academy and that we need to be informed. This is 
crucial for the safety of all of us in the community.
As we look forward to a busy half term ahead of us please take 
time to read this newsletter. Particularly please read about the 
school that we support in South Africa - Nokuphila fund raising 
challenge to pay for food parcels. Let us see what the Bede 
community can do to support some of the neediest and most 
vulnerable children in the world as they and their community 
face the same challenges that we are trying to overcome; but 
without the support that we benefit from. Now more than ever 
they need our compassion.

Mr A Thelwell
Principal

https://twitter.com/BedeAcademy


Nokuphila – Covid-19 Food Parcels

Soldiers and armed Police patrolling the 
streets, breaking the overnight curfew 
or being caught selling cigarettes or 
alcohol will see you in a prison cell.  
With only 35% formal employment, no 
benefit system, and no furlough scheme, 
Covid-19 lockdown in Tembisa township 
in Johannesburg, South Africa is hard.  
With no piped water or sewage system 
to homes the addition of malnutrition to 
an already difficult health situation the 

risk of the death rate rising, particularly 
amongst the young, is very real.

It is sometimes easy to forget that the 
Covid-19 pandemic is a global crisis, 
and one that affects more than our own 
familiar ‘patch’.  This is a crisis that is 
affecting billions around the world and, 
as is so often the case, it is the poor who 
are affected the most.

It is right that we support our own NHS 

and Key Workers.  Seeing small armies of 
volunteers making scrubs and masks, or 
delivering food boxes to those who are 
shielding is something that brings hope 
to our hearts and makes us proud to be a 
part of our communities.  

We have been so impressed by the food 
delivered to the front of the academy 
for Blyth Food Bank, and that we have 
been raising money for charities such 
St Oswald’s Hospice at a time when the 
services they provide are so important.  
This has also been an encouragement to 
us all, never mind the families and staff 
involved directly.  It has been wonderful to 
see our own students, families and friends 
rally round and behind all these ventures 
and more.  It reminds us of the important 
place we all have in our communities, to 
help and support each other in times of 
change and need.

It is also right that we recognise our 
communities are not just Blyth, or the 
North East, or the UK, but that we are 
all part of a global community.  Our 
partnership with Nokuphila Primary 
School in Johannesburg, South Africa, 
began eight years ago, and 2020 would 
have seen the seventh service team of 
6th Form students from Bede Academy 
visit the school. Sadly this has had to be 
postponed until, hopefully, we can visit 
in 2021, but that does not mean that we 
cannot help and continue to be involved 
in their work.

Nokuphila (meaning ‘place of light’) 
Primary School is a project set up by 
Christ Church, Midrand, in Johannesburg, 
to provide education for some of the 
children in most need from Tembisa, who 
are admitted based on their vulnerability 
and willingness of their caregivers to 
participate in school life.  
Much of Tembisa township is what we 
might refer to as a shanty-town, with 
homes made of scrap wood and metal, 
open sewers and little access to water 
and electricity.  The level of education in 
Tembisa is highly inadequate and under-
resourced, particularly in pre-school 
education.  Christ Church together with 
Nokuphila Primary School are working to 
provide Food Parcels for some of the worst 
affected families in Tembisa.
For about £10 a food parcel of essential 

provisions can be given to some of 
these families.  While we cannot visit this 
year, we can help to support some of the 
children and their families who are in most 
need and vulnerable from Tembisa.  
It is about 8,280 miles from Bede Academy 
to Nokuphila Primary School, and for the 
remainder of this term Bede Academy are 
going to use our lockdown exercise to 
walk/run/cycle the whole way, and as we 
do so let’s see how much sponsorship and 
financial donations we can raise to pay for 
as many food parcels as possible.
A dedicated Google Classroom will be 
set up for Bede students to sign up and 
commit to walk, run or cycle a set distance 
of their own choice that they can manage 
to achieve.  This will be posted on a 
spreadsheet, the distance travelled and 
progress tracked towards our goal.  

How you can help for a £1 a mile
Funds raised can be 

deposited in an account on 
ParentPay or on JustGiving.  
Watch out for further details 
over the next few days, and 
get thinking about how far you 
could walk, run or cycle over the 
next 6 weeks.

It is about 8,280 miles to 
Nokuphila.  If we raised £1 for 
every mile we could provide 828 
food parcels for 828 families in 
desperate need.  What can Bede 
Academy community achieve 
that makes a difference to the 
global community we live in?
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Amazing Art from Year 7 

Year 11 may have completed their Art courses but many have enrolled 
onto our bridging course in Google Classroom where assignments are 
being set to prompt their creative thinking in new ways, and support 
them in the step to A-Level Art in September. An introductory task picked 
up on an internet trend that went viral whereby people were accessing 
some of the many online virtual tours of famous galleries around the 
world and recreating their favourite masterpieces, with whatever they 
had to hand in their homes under lockdown. Abbey Raffell in Year 11 has 
produced this exceptional recreation of Van Gogh’s Starry Night and it is 
incredible to see how she has translated the detail into her own piece.

Finally, Bede Academy took up the role of official 
ambassadors in promoting a world record attempt by 
illustrator Rob Biddulph to host the world’s largest online 
art lesson. All students in all years were invited to support 
the attempt and in doing so they are now officially part 
of a world record as it was announced this week that 
45,611 people were verified to have taken part, smashing 

the previous record, and it has now been recorded in the 
Guinness Book of World Records. Thank you and well done 
to all those who contributed to such a magnificent feat. It 
is great to see the work of so many different year groups 
come together as a whole academy in the online shared 
photo album and some of those are shared for you here.

https://photos.app.goo.gl/JSgZrxSMDcCNkW886

As part of the way we work evolving 
during this challenging period the Art 
department has trialled some new ways of 
working to develop photography skills for 
students in different ways at Key Stage 3. 

Most recently Year 7 were asked to explore 
the work of artist Mitchel Wu online and 
how he stages toys, with elements of 
water and motion from unusual angles, 
to add a sense of drama and movement in 

his still photography. Students have been 
sharing their responses in a shared Google 
Photos album and the quality of work and 

creativity has been exceptional.

Bridging  Course in Year 11

Chromatography by Aniela, 5 Reay, Bubbles by, Ethan, 9 Pickering and Towers by Daniel, 8 Clarkson

The children of Key Workers 
have been taking part in 
Science enrichment sessions, 
during their time in the 
academy.   Over the past 
few weeks they made trolls 
to help them understand 
chromatography, tried to 
build the tallest tower out 
of only marshmallows and 
spaghetti and investigated 
the science of bubble making.

Celebrating Science
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Staying active and preparing for Sports Day

This week, the Music Department is launching the online 
‘Young Musician of the Year’ competition, which is geared 
towards all instrumentalists and Classical singers. Applicants 
need to send a video recording of themselves performing 
a piece of their choice which demonstrates technical fl air, 
musicianship, and performance accuracy. 10 fi nalists will 
be chosen by a panel of judges, and parts of the fi nalists’ 
performances will be shared for virtual audiences to enjoy. 
The overall winner will be announced towards the end of 
term, and Bede’s Young Musician of 2020 will be crowned 
and awarded with free individual music lessons throughout 
next year! Students who are interested should sign up and 
submit their recordings via the YMOTY Google Classroom 
page using the Class Code: fo67fwn. 

All entries must be submitted by Friday 26th June.

Young Musician of the Year
Summer 2020 Virtual Edition

Young Musician of the Year

In this unprecedented period of global 
uncertainty, we felt it was necessary 
to put together a toolkit of resources 
to provide our community with much 
needed support. 
The fi rst thing to note right now is that 
it’s completely normal to be experiencing 
a wide range of emotions. Accepting 
your feelings is an important fi rst step 
to building resilience. The simple act of 
naming your emotions has been found 
to benefi t wellbeing. So, take a moment 
now to refl ect and notice how you’re 
feeling. It may be that you or your 

children are feeling: 
Anxious 
Stressed 
Worried 
Fearful 
Low 
Lonely 
Overwhelmed 
Helpless 
Frustrated 
Guilty 
Angry 
Remember: It’s okay to feel discomfort. 
Accepting distress is often the quickest 

way to feel immediately calmer.
If you have concern about your wellbeing 
or that of your children please contact us 
at bawelfare@bedeacademy.org.uk and 
one of the team will get back to you. We 
have many resources we can signpost 
you to which are designed to help us 
through these diffi  cult times.

Message from The Welfare Team

Year 8 were 
set a quiz in PE 
to apply their 
knowledge 
of fi tness 
components 
to the practical 
work they had 
been completing 
all half term.
The following 
students got full 

marks and are 
clearly future 
Olympic stars!

Olivia and James 
8 Maughan
Joey and Adam 
8 Wadsworth
Alysse 8 Clarkson
Joe 8 Shackleton
Esra 8 Attley
 

Year 6 have been preparing for 
Bede Academy’s virtual Sports 
Day   that will be launched on 
Google classroom very soon. 
Several tasks will be set as 
House Challenges and the more 
students taking part the more 
points their house will gain. We 
can look forward to events such 
as plank, wall sit, long jump and 
push up challenges, as well as 
walks, runs and bike rides.

Standing Long Jump

We have received and sorted your hoodies and are making 
arrangements for their collection.

Due to social distancing restrictions on the Bede Academy site, 
you will be sent a 15 minute time slot to collect your hoodie 
on EITHER Friday 12th June or Monday 15th June, between the 
hours of 10am and 2pm. Collection at any other time will not be 
permitted without prior arrangement.  When you collect your 

hoodie, please bring:

1. A bag to carry it in
2. Any library books / text books you may have borrowed, 

which need to be returned to the academy
3. Any good quality items of uniform which you are 

willing to donate to our second hand stocks

You will receive a letter detailing these arrangements in due 
course. Students must adhere to social distancing rules when 
travelling to and from the academy, and should not share a lift 

with anyone not from their household. 

In order to maintain distancing, students must leave the site as 
soon as they have collected their hoodies, and must not hang 
around the gates and congregate with friends. We intend, once 
restrictions have eased, to be able to make arrangements to 
gather the Year 11 cohort together in the autumn in order to be 

able to celebrate properly together and say our goodbyes .

Hoodie Notice for Year 11

Year 6 Wall Sits


