
OSWALD HOUSE!
A NEWS UPDATE FROM

JUNE 12 2020

Dear Parents, Carers and Students

I hope you all had a wonderful half term and are 
now firmly back into the home learning routine. 
It is great to see the enthusiasm and engagement 
continuing on Google classrooms and students 
really pushing themselves to work to the best of 
their ability. Transition work has begun with our new 
Year 7 students who will be joining us in September. 
It has been wonderful to welcome these students 
to our Oswald Google Classroom and I have been 
impressed to see so many of them getting underway 
with their first transition task. 

On Monday we heard the results to the House 
Poetry/Song writing competition. There was a 
wonderful range of poems and songs entered and 
many were put through to the final judging round. I 
would like to say congratulations to Erin (9 Webster) 
as her song ‘Our Voices Were Drowned Out By The 
Patriarchy’ came second in the final judging by Mr 
Thelwell. There are also some honourable mentions 
for Ashton (7 Tipper), Kimberley (7 Tipper), Liam (8 
Clarkson), Rhys (7 Broadway), Freya (7 Ames), Ilana 
(9 Sams) and Dawid (7 Broadway) who all submitted 
fantastic entries.

The House Photography Competition is nearing 
completion and students can continue to submit 
their entries until Monday 15 June. I have been very 
impressed with the standard of entries so far and 
urge anyone who would like to enter to do so before 
Monday.

Finally, there are many events coming up that I 
would like to draw your attention to. My favourite 
day of the year, Sports Day, was due to take place on 
Wednesday 24 June, but due to the current situation 
we are having our first ever virtual Sports Day. Keep 
an eye on your Google classrooms and notices in 
assembly for more information on this. The Young 
Musician of the Year event is also a virtual event this 
year and students must submit their entries by Friday 
26 June. The final event that I would like to mention 
is the Green Fingers House Competition, which also 
closes on Friday 26 June. More details about all of 
these events can be found on Google Classroom and 
on the Oswald House section of the Bede Academy 
website.

As always, take care and stay safe.
Miss Lee
Head of House

Off and poetry writing competitions! 
Well done to everyone who took part! 
I wonder how you are getting on with 
your “12 things to do in lockdown”? 
Make sure to let your tutor know!

We have had some great 
success in the recent Bake 

Visit us on twitter to find out what 
our staff, parents and students are 

doing!

@BedeAcademy

UPCOMING HOUSE COMPETITIONS

NO. CHALLENGE DUE 
DATE

1 Photography challenge: “community” or 
“nature”

June 15

2 Green fingers challenge - what can you 
grow?

June 29

3 Covid-19 diary entry entry/short story July 13

For more details go to the Oswald house page

https://twitter.com/BedeAcademy
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/house-news/oswald-house/


Photography Competition

House Poetry Competition
Poetry writing is an excellent practice for strengthening one’s writing skills. Through poetry writing, we gain command of language, 
cultivate a robust vocabulary, master literary devices, and learn to work in imagery.  However, poetry has other benefits that are 
meaningful on a more personal level.  Poetry imparts a broad range of emotional and intellectual benefits that are useful to personal 
growth, whether we’re working on self-improvement, emotional or psychological, coping and healing or developing relationships.  Thank 
you to all who took part, expressing your thoughts and feelings in different ways.  Erin, 9 Webster came 2nd.

Our Voices Were Drowned Out By The Patriarchy

It’s a new feeling,
The choking,
My mind is reeling,
Dying in slow motion.

It’s an old feeling,
The screaming,
We’re still healing,
You’re still redeeming.

This isn’t the last time,
It isn’t the first,
You denied the pay rise,
Or denied us work,
You think we won’t lash out,
Too frail and pretty,
But there is no doubt,
We don’t need your pity.

It’s a bad feeling,
The falling,
The freewheeling,
The river is calling.

This isn’t the last time,
It isn’t the first,
You denied the pay rise,
Or denied us work,
You think we won’t lash out,
Too frail and pretty,
But there is no doubt,
We don’t need your pity.

Our voices are too quiet,
We stammer and we stutter, 
We need your hand to guide us, 
Out of this lowly gutter.

ERIN, 9 WEBSTER

I am delighted with the entries we have received for the House Photography Competition so far, I was unaware that 
we had so many talented photographers at Bede Academy!  Please take a few minutes to have a look at some of the 
entries that we’ve received to date:



Bake Off Competition winners
Congratulations to all students who submitted entries.  The creativity and skill demonstrated was excellent.  There were 
some particularly thoughtful designs too.  Your 1st, 2nd and 3rd place this year are:

Abigail, 8 Clarkson

Jack, 7 Ames

Jessica, 10 Poole

Savannah, 8 McAree

Hayleigh-Jade, 11 
Williams

Kieran, VI Hutchinson

This year will see our annual 
Sports Day on Wednesday 24 June. 
We look forward to seeing you 
battle it out, completing a series 
of online challenges. Staff will 
also be involved in scoring points 
for their houses. All the best to all 
involved.

Sports Day 

2020

NAME TUTOR SUBJECT REASON

Ellie 10 Taylor Art Consistently high standard of drawing and creativity in Art.

Joelle 9 Dawson-Rogers Biology Supportive of other students during online learning.  Very positive attitude, which brightens up the Google 
classroom.

Serena 11 Williams Music Always so encouraging of others in the Music Department.

Ryan 7 Broadway English Consistent great work! He just gets on with everything and does all to a high standard.

Max 8 Clarkson English Regularly going above and beyond with work and exceeding expectations.

Niamh 10 Taylor Geography Producing consistently excellent work.

Mason 9 Dawson-Rogers French Consistently producing work of a high standard and engaging with the teacher.  

Owen 9 Dawson-Rogers Physical 
Education

Great work on triple jump.

Owen 9 Dawson-Rogers History Work improving all the time and extra research carried out.

Jessie 8 Clarkson PTE Great continued effort with consistently good responses.

Max 8 Clarkson French Consistently great work and engagement. Stretching himself to complete everything beyond the specifications.

Alysse 8 Clarkson French Consistently great work and engagement. Stretching herself to complete everything to the best of her ability and 
feels able to ask the questions she needs to.

Star Students
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During these uncertain times, it can be hard to remember 
that there are also people in other parts of the world who are 
affected by Covid 19 and who may need our help.  
Over the past few years, Bede Academy has worked to raise 
funds for the students of Nokuphila Primary School and this has 
involved some of our Sixth Form students visiting South Africa 
to help educate some of their students and to support them 
with different projects.  
Unfortunately, we are unable to visit Nokuphila this year.  
However, Mr Williams is organising a fundraising event to try to 
raise funds to provide some much needed food and supplies to 
those people in Tembisa who are most in need.

We are challenging students to try to cover the distance 
between Bede Academy and Nokuphila, which is approximately 
8280 miles in order to raise some funds to purchase food parcels 

for families in need.  

All students need to do is visit the Nokuphila Fundraising 
Google Classroom and then pledge to cover a set amount of 
miles, which they can then get family of friends to sponsor them 
to complete.  

It is up to each student to decide how they are going to cover 
the distance, they may decide to walk, run, swim, cycle, row or 
they might have another idea to cover the distance.  

The distance covered by each house will be updated on a weekly 
basis, so it would be great to see Oswald House racing towards 
the target of 8280 miles.  All sponsorship, no matter how small 
will go a long way to helping our friends in South Africa when 
they are most in need.

Nokuphila House Challenge -  let’s be the first to Nokuphila


