
OSWALD HOUSE!
A NEWS UPDATE FROM

MAY 22 2020

Dear Parents, Carers and Students

I write to you following another week of home learning which brings us to the end of our current half term. 
Whilst home learning poses many challenges, I never fail to be impressed by some of the outstanding work that 
is going on in google classrooms, in house events and competitions. I was pleased to see how many students 
shared pictures and messages about their VE day celebrations. There were some fabulous decorations, from 
bunting to paintings, to kind and thankful messages. 

I would like to say congratulations to Ashton (7 Tipper), who’s pet labrador, Lex, finished 3rd in the cutest pet 
competition! It was fantastic to see so many students enter the cutest pet competition and it was incredibly 
difficult to judge! Well done to all who were involved. We have just finished collating our entries for the 
Bede Bake off and this has been my favourite competition so far. I was amazed at the quality of the entries for 
Oswald House and how much talent there was on show. I would like to say a big well done to all students who 
entered and gave this competition a go, especially those who were trying a new recipe or even giving baking a 
go for the first time. Special congratulations go to the following students whose entries were put forward for 
the final round of judging by Mr Thelwell; Mia (9 Dawson-Rogers), Savannah (8 Clarkson), Jack (7 Ames), Lucy (7 
Broadway), Devyn (9 Webster), Fred (7 Tipper), Grace (7 Ames) and Hayleigh-Jade (11 Williams).

Finally I would like to say Thank you for all you are doing to keep the House competitive spirit alive and 
ensuring that we all pull together to support Oswald House. Despite the current challenges we face in this 
new virtual way of learning, I am so often reminded about how proud I am to lead Oswald House because of 
the fantastic students and staff that represent it. I hope you have a wonderful half term with your families and 
take the time to rest, refresh and come back ready for learning in our final summer half term.

As always, take care and stay safe.
Miss Lee
Head of House

House competitions and I am hopeful 
for a victory in the Bede Bake Off. A 
special thank you to Jack (7 Ames) who 
delivered his bake off entry into school 
for the staff - it was delicious! Thanks 
Jack!

It has been amazing to see 
you all getting involved in the 

Visit us on twitter to find out what 
our staff, parents and students are 

doing!

@BedeAcademy

UPCOMING HOUSE COMPETITIONS

NO. CHALLENGE DUE 
DATE

1 Poetry/song writing June 1

2 Photography challenge: “community” or 
“nature”

June 15

3 Green fingers challenge - what can you 
grow?

June 29

4 Covid-19 diary entry entry/short story July 13

For more details go to the Oswald house page

https://twitter.com/BedeAcademy
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/house-news/oswald-house/


To finish the half term, staff have been asked to nominate their star student during this time working and learning at home. 
The students below were all nominated as Oswald Star Students - Congratulations!

Star Students

STUDENT NAME YEAR SUBJECT REASON (GOOD WORK, GREAT EFFORT, HELPING OTHERS ETC)

Jack 7 Ames House Events Excellent effort in all house competitions.

Jasmine 11 Williams History Excellent work on the bridging unit and her work is already at A-Level standard.

Leon 8 Clarkson Tutor Cheerful daily engagement with Tutor Group and encouragement of other students.

Amy 9 Dawson-
Rogers

Geography Consistently working hard and putting her best in as always.

Will 7 Broadway Maths Great effort every single day.

Betsy 7 Broadway Engineering Fabulous Llama design ideas and support to other students through google classroom chat.

Ella 10 Davies PE Outstanding effort on coursework.

Reanna 11 Williams Geography Outstanding quality of bridging work.

Owen 9 Dawson-
Rogers

History Always improving his standard of work - applying 'Even Better If' comments.

Serena 11 Williams Maths Despite GCSE being cancelled, working so hard every day.

Bryce 9 Sams ICT Sustained excellent effort and marks/scores.

Lewis 8 Clarkson IL Superb, high quality work every single lesson.

Savannah 8 McAree Maths Savannah gives outstanding effort every day in our maths group, asking questions when she 
is unsure how to do a specific question. She goes the extra mile and is a continued pres-
ence on the class stream, helping other students who might be struggling; She is like a little 
virtual breath of fresh air every day!

Reanna 11 Williams Music Gets absolutely everything done straight away and asks for more work. This week alone I 
gave her 2 pieces of extension work which she completed, received feedback, and immedi-
ately acted upon it. Amazing effort and commitment to learning!

Jessie 8 Clarkson Science Working very hard and always handing in top quality work

Bake Off Competition
After some very hard decision making, these are the cakes that have been submitted to Mr Thelwell to be judged in 
the top 3 for the Bede Bake Off. It was so hard to choose as there were so many amazing cakes. A massive well done to 
everyone that submitted an entry, GOLD marks will be issued for every student who took part. We will wait to see who 
Mr Thelwell crowns Bede Bake Off Champion!



HOW ARE YOU 
GETTING ON WITH 
YOUR LOCKDOWN 

CHALLENGES?

VE Day Celebrations

Cutest Pet Competition Winners
Congratulations to all students who submitted entries.  There was a lovely variety of pet photographs submitted.  Your 
1st, 2nd and 3rd place this year are:

Jake
10 Harrison

Elise
10 Birdsall

Ashton
7 Tipper

It was fabulous to see so many students showing us what they had been up to for VE day. A selection of decorations can be 
seen below. We hope everybody had a fantastic day celebrating.

https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Slide5.jpg


Message from the Welfare Team
It is difficult not to be worried about ourselves and our 
friends and family at present but you should take some 
comfort from the fact that the government have put 
safeguards in place to keep us all safe at home and issued 
guidance to schools to keep students safe when in the 
academy. If we remain aware of social distancing measures 
and keep physical contact with others to a minimum then 
we will reduce the risk to ourselves and others by helping to 
reduce the spread of the virus.

Unsurprisingly many young people are feeling anxious at 
present. If you have worries about your children and you 

would like to talk to the welfare team, we are still contactable 
over the school holidays at bawelfare@bedeacademy.org.
uk, send us a message and we will be happy to give you a 
call.

We have close links with many external agencies such as a 
team of EMHPs (Educational Mental Health Provider) who 
have provided us with a number that we or parents can use 
if there are concerns about a child’s mental health during 
this time.

Bede Academy (Secondary) Sixth Avenue, Blyth, NE24 2SY

www.bedeacademy.org.uk

A new hobby - lockdown photography

During lockdown, Ryan (8 Clarkson), has taken up a new hobby of photography.  He has been doing a sterling job of keeping 
other pupil’s morale up and encouraging them to take on new hobbies too.  Here are some examples of his work:  ‘Rain on a 
window’ and ‘A Bee on a Flower.’

To help plan the next steps for 
Year 10 students, we would like 
all Year 10 students to complete 
the following questionnaire: 
https://classroom.google.com/
u/0/c/NjUwODUyMjE2MzJa/a/
ODY5NjgwNzg0Mjda/details.
Students should be as honest as 
possible as this will help us ensure all 
students get the support they need. 
Any questions please email 
Mrs Butler academicteam@
bedeacademy.org.uk

Attention Year 10

It’s almost the half term holiday and I am sure you will miss the daily activity of 
your online classrooms and work.  You have now completed 7 weeks of online 
learning.  That is a lot of learning!  The vast majority of you are up to date, but if 
you know you have missed some lessons, this week might be a good opportunity 
to catch up before you fall too far behind.
If you are looking for something to do this week, try Mrs Watson’s Virtual 
Bookshelf, https://padlet.com/swatson65/hadwly0m7ndn. It is full of activities to 
try which of course includes the best things to read, books to listen to https://
stories.audible.com/start-listen, plays to watch, https://www.shakespearesglobe.
com/watch/#globe-player and inspiring young people to hear from, https://
www.ted.com/playlists/86/talks_to_watch_with_kids. You might also want to 
give the “12 things to do during lockdown” a try.  Share your pictures with us at 
academicteam@bedeacademy.org.uk and you might see yourself on the Bede 
Academy Twitter feed. #12thingstodo

Half term activities
Any student who would like to join in 
creating the Bede North virtual song 
should join the Choir Google Classroom 
using the class code zxqyerk, where 
they will find detailed instructions 
posted. 

Recordings should ideally be submitted 
by Sunday 24 May, and no later than 
Tuesday 26 May. Please note that GDPR 
consent must be given.

Join the virtual choir

www.bedeacademy.org.uk



