
 
2 April 2020 

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Students 

 

 
 As we approach the Easter Holiday I write with a real sense of 

humility regarding the way in which the Bede community, including 

parents and students, have adapted so quickly to a whole new way of 

working. Thank you for the wide range of comments and messages of 

support and thanks that you have sent our staff for the work that they 

have set and support they have given to your children. I would like to 

reassure you of our continued commitment to supporting you and 

your family as much as we can at this time. 

 

Easter Holiday  
Bede will remain open for key worker families and vulnerable 

children but most staff will be taking Easter off. Our Easter provision 

for these families is being co-ordinated with Youth for Christ and we are grateful to them for the provision 

that they are making for children who still need access to Easter care. Students and staff will return to normal 

home working arrangements on Monday 20 April.  

 

House Competitions and Challenges  
To support families at home during this ongoing period of lockdown we have set a range of new House 

competition activities and challenges/projects to help keep students engaged over the Easter break and 

beyond. These can be found on the House pages on our website: 

Aidan: https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/house-news/aidan-house. 

Cuthbert: https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/house-news/cuthbert-house. 

Oswald: https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/house-news/oswald-house. 

https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/house-news/aidan-house
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/house-news/cuthbert-house
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/house-news/oswald-house


 

 

 
 

Other challenges include things to do such as: ‘Learn touch typing’ or ‘watch a National Theatre Production’ 

for free. Think of this as an online replacement for Bede Academy’s extra-curricular offer, which we consider 

to be an integral part of a Bede education. None of this is compulsory and parents and students should not 

feel under any obligation to engage with this, but we would strongly recommend taking a look at the 

increasing range of resources that will appear over time. 

 
Welfare and safeguarding 

We may not be able to see you face to face but we take our commitment to look after the welfare of all of 

our students, and their families, seriously.  For some students, we are going to be making regular phone calls 

home. One of the Welfare or Pastoral team will be in touch with you if this is the case. However, this does 

not limit anyone in seeking our support and we want to reassure you that we are here to listen to your concerns 

and help where we can. If either you or your child would like to get in touch with us for welfare support 

please contact us via bawelfare@bedeacademy.org.uk and one of the Student Support team will get back to 

you.  

 

We are still running all of our safeguarding procedures as normal and if you think you, or someone you know, 

is at risk of serious harm please let us know immediately using the email address above or by using our 

safeguarding policy which can be found at https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/information/safeguarding/ 

 
Online Safety 
It is pleasing to see that the vast majority of students are continuing to access learning materials through 

platforms such as Google Classroom.  However, it is important for parents/carers to continue to monitor their 

child’s online activity, particularly when they will be spending much more time online due to them not being 

in school.  Sadly, there are many dangers online and the last thing we want to see is our young people ending 

up involved in incidents or putting themselves in danger.  The Bede Academy website has a dedicated section, 

which we would recommend all parents/carers visit should they require guidance on how to keep their child 

safe online, it can be found at https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/parents/e-safety/ with more detailed 

information and guides contained in the ‘Conduct’ section.  If parents/carers require further support then 

please do not hesitate to contact the Academy. 

 

Public Health Update for Schools - 1st April 2020 

Public Health England – North East has requested that the following information is shared as widely as 

possible to students and parents. 

1. Although schools are closed for most Children and Young People, it is important to be aware that 

your Public Health School Nurse is still available to support children aged 11-19yrs.  

2. Any child can make direct contact through the Chat Health number where staff remain available to 

offer help and support around emotional or physical concerns a child or young person is 

experiencing. The contact number for confidential advice and support from ChatHealth is: 07507 

332258.   

3. The Children's Commissioner has circulated a Children’s Guide to Coronavirus that you may find 

useful: https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/cco-childrens-

guide-to-coronavirus.pdf. 

 

Community 
You will have seen the newsletter from Rev. Ian Flintoff, vicar of St Bede’s Church, 

Newsham, that we sent out earlier this week. At Bede we are seeking to show 

compassion and support all who are vulnerable within our community. Please 

respond generously to the Blyth Foodbank appeal that Rev. Flintoff shared with you 

if you feel you can. We have also added a new Community webpage 

https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/covid-19/community/ to our website which 

offers wider community news, particularly from Rev Ian Flintoft who has been 

asked to help lead efforts in Blyth towards supporting each other. There is also a 

Twitter feed on this webpage providing news updates. 

https://twitter.com/BedeAcademy 

https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/information/safeguarding/
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/parents/e-safety/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/cco-childrens-guide-to-coronavirus.pdf
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/cco-childrens-guide-to-coronavirus.pdf
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/covid-19/community/
https://twitter.com/BedeAcademy


 

Over the rainbow 

Students in the Academy worked on an art project this week to show solidarity with our neighbours. 

The pupils absolutely loved creating rainbows to decorate Bede and to let everyone know that we care 

and are in this together…I am hoping you will like them too. 

 

 
 

Emanuel Schools Foundation Olympics  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shortly before the period of lockdown began the ESF Olympics took place. Students performed well 

across all events in a great day of sport at the Emmanuel Schools Foundation Olympics at The King’s 

Academy against our five sister schools. In Year 7 the Cross Country teams showed real resilience 

despite several late changes to the team. Jake Forrester and Betsy Lee were our stand out performers 

and the team finished 3rd overall. The Year 8 Netball team dominated their competition, winning 3 

matches and drawing the other 2. Highlights of the day were consecutive 13-0 victories over Trinity 

Academy and Christ College. Hannah Lightburn and Eden Hay were players of the tournament. 

The Year 9 Hockey team also came out on top in their tournament, winning all their games with the 

exception of The King’s Academy who held them to a draw in their last match. The girls scored 19 goals 

over the course of the day and conceded just 1. Jayci Barclay was player of the tournament. 

The Year 9 Football team started the day with a win over Grace College and then went unbeaten for 

their next 3 matches. Unfortunately, they went down 1-0 to a late goal in their last game against 

Emmanuel College. This was the only goal the boys conceded all day. Player of the tournament was 

Mason Saunderson. The Year 10 Rugby team also had a very successful day. They ran in 6 tries against 

The King’s Academy and 5 against Grace College in comfortable victories. They lost 19-12 against 

Emmanuel College in an end to end game. Player of the tournament was Stewart Bestford. 

Well done to all who took part. 

 
Online Continuation of Peripatetic Lessons 

I would like to thank all music students who have signed up to continue their music lessons provided by 

their peripatetic tutor using an online resource called Google Classroom.  Students are already showing 

fantastic engagement within these online peripatetic lessons, and I am delighted to see such progress 

continuing to be made.  Each week, the peripatetic tutors are uploading video instructions and modelled 

examples as well as sheet music, technical exercises, and other prepared resources onto this safe online 

space. Your child can view these materials at their convenience, and can practise the instructions given 

by the tutor in their own time. In response, and with parental guidance, students are able to submit 

audio/video responses to their tutor on this safe page, so that they can receive helpful feedback. All 

interactions are secure and are monitored by the IT Network team and Mrs Saul. 



 

The use of Google Classroom will mean that your child’s musical development will not suffer and that 

they will be able to continue to enjoy bespoke, specialised lessons from the comfort and safety of their 

home. We have reduced all rates for the Summer term to £4 per online lesson, as we recognise that this 

method of teaching does not necessarily differentiate between individuals and groups in the same way 

that face-to-face lessons do. We hope you will accept this gesture. Continuing with their musical 

learning in this way will help your child immensely when lessons return to normal. 

 
 

Outward Bound Residential Visit  

 

 
 

Over 40 Year 8 and Year 9 students took part in the annual Outward Bound residential visit which offered 

challenging experiences in the beautiful setting of the Lake District. This year students carried out activities 

to encourage communication, teamwork and participation as well as tackling physical and mental 

challenges. Students were a credit to themselves in the Lake District. They braved the elements and went 

camping, gauge walking, canoeing and tried many more activities. Staff within The Outward Bound Centre 

commented that students were a ‘credit to the Academy’. Students themselves expressed their enjoyment for 

the trip and were extremely tired on their return. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr A Thelwell 

Principal (Secondary) 

 


