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Dear Parents and Carers 

 

There is a lot said in this weeks’ newsletter about our continued 

support for the local community: with donations to the local 

foodbank, PPE equipment to support the NHS and looking out for our 

vulnerable neighbours.  One of our core values that we encourage all 

to demonstrate is Compassion – caring for those in difficulty and who 

are hurting, recognising that the world does not exist for us alone is 

one of the values we strive for here at Bede and I am humbled to see 

compassion in abundance this week.  

 

 

 

Bede Academy teams up with local businesses and 

the community in the battle to beat COVID 19 

Students and teachers at the Bede Academy recently 

teamed up with Northumbrian Water to produce PPE 

Visors for the health sector amid the COVID 19 

crisis. 
  

This week Engineering teachers have once again 

worked alongside students throughout the week to 

laser cut many more visors and assemble them to 

donate to a range of care providers. Students have 

continued to show their heart felt gratitude to 

frontline workers and attached some very moving 

thank you messages. One student wrote; “Not all hero’s wear capes, some wear masks, gloves and 

scrubs! Thank you for being an NHS hero.”  

 

Meanwhile the textiles team and students continue their work to collect unneeded fabric from the 

local community and to turn them into scrubs bags for doctors and nurses, enabling them to wash 

scrubs in a controlled way and limiting the spread of the virus. 

Visors  Wash Bags  

30 Local pharmacies 20 Wansbeck Hospital 

100 Royal Victoria Infirmary 20 ICU Nurses based in Northumberland 

100 Blyth District Nurses 20 Sunderland Hospital 

100 HMP Northumberland 35 Taken home for parents of Key Workers 

30 Sunderland Hospital 26 Waiting to be taken to the hub with the 

next batch  

20 Wansbeck Hospital   

20 ICU Nurses based in Northumberland   

45 Waiting to be taken to the hub with 

the next batch  

  

    

Total 

445 

With capacity to make many more Total 

121 

With capacity to make many more 



The commitment of our students and staff has been fantastic to see, they most certainly have 

demonstrated their compassion for others and incredible sense of honourable purpose. We shall 

continue our work to produce as many items as PPE as possible and support our key workers in the 

fight against corona virus. 

 

 

Stationery Packs 

Over this week and next, over 300 stationery packs will be delivered 

to students from the Academy to support them with their online 

working. These include exercise books, papers and pens which 

should allow students to have time away from the computer and to 

continue with their classwork. Mr Hunter, Mrs Wylie and Mrs H 

Watson have been busy delivering these around Blyth.  Please 

remember, if you have questions or queries about Google Classroom 

or online learning please contact 

academicteam@bedeacademy.org.uk and if you need to reset 

passwords contact bedelearning@bedeacademy.org.uk  
 

 

Continuing to support our local community 

by The Rev’d Ian Flintoft, Vicar, St Bede’s Newsham 

  

In my last update, I outlined some of the ways in which we can work together to support our local 

community in these challenging times.  And I’d now like to give an update. 

  

We started a new drop-off point at the entrance to the main building at 

Bede Academy (North) for non-perishable items for the Blyth Foodbank.  

Thank you to those who have donated goods at this drop-off point: I have 

been able to take a number of boxes of items to the Foodbank.   

The collection point at Blyth Asda is still open and seems to be 

increasingly well-used, and I have been collecting donations from there 

each Monday morning. The Foodbank still requires the following items: 

pasta sauce, cereal, tinned veg & fruit, tinned spaghetti, tinned meat/fish, 

tinned rice pudding. No fresh produce, please, as they don’t have the 

storage facilities. Thank you for your generosity.  

We have also been working with the ‘Community Food and Friendship’ 

project led by members of St Cuthbert’s Church and with our MP Ian 

Levy and his team to distribute food donated by shops and supermarkets 

for those in need.  

 

We have received very few direct requests for help and / or food 

parcels.  Perhaps this is due to people keeping an eye on their own 

neighbours and helping out where they can.  But we still have a 

group of local volunteers who are willing to do essential food 

shops etc for those who are in isolation.  If you or someone known 

to you would like this assistance, please email 

ianflintoft@hotmail.com  

 

The NHS has begun its national initiative (GoodSAM) to recruit volunteers to transport patients fit for 

discharge back home, do shopping, and check-in and chat with those in isolation.  To register, please 

visit: https://www.goodsamapp.org/NHS  

 

I know that there is great community spirit in this local area: please consider working with us to 

support those who are isolated, vulnerable, or in need.  For more ways to volunteer and help your 

community go to the community page on our website:  

https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/covid-19/community/ 
 

mailto:academicteam@bedeacademy.org.uk
mailto:bedelearning@bedeacademy.org.uk
https://www.goodsamapp.org/NHS
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/covid-19/community/


Product in a tin 
 

 

Jack from Year 7 has designed an amazing dog bandana for the KS3 Engineering project “Product in 

a tin”. The project involved the students to create a design brief and specification, research existing 

products and complete a range of design idea before manufacturing a prototype of their final design. 

The product must be small enough to fit inside a small pringles tin. There's no restriction on the type 

of materials they can use but they are encouraged to re-use materials and items at home with a focus 

on sustainability. This is Jacks first year of learning skills taught in textiles and although he’s not 

supposed to be making the product yet for another few weeks, he was very keen and made his product 

on week 2. The engineering team are super impressed with his sewing skills. 

 

House Awards 

In our assemblies this week, we have recognised the excellent character and attitude to learning of 

many of our students. The top student in each year group has been awarded a JustEat voucher for £20, 

which they will receive this week, and we encourage them to treat their families to a Lockdown 

takeaway.  These students have impressed their teachers over the course of the spring term, displaying 

impressive work ethics and a notable demonstration of our core values. Many congratulations to: 

 

Faye (7 Ames) 

Joseph (8 Shackleton) 

Gary (9 Dawson-Rogers) 

Katherine (10 Harrison) 

Serena (11 Williams) 

Anya (VI Charlton) 

 

In addition, the top performing students in each tutor group have received a shout out from their 

Heads of House this week, and will be invited to a celebratory event once the Academy is fully open.  

We continue to be impressed by the resilience and determination of all of our students during these 

challenging times. 

 

I hope you enjoyed catching up on 

House news with last week’s first 

House Newsletter, and video 

shout-out from the Heads of 

House. These can be found in the 

tutor group on Google Classrooms, 

and also on the House section of 

the Academy website. Every 

fortnight, there will be a new shout 

out and a new House challenge. 

Well done to all of you who have 

already submitted photographs for 

the cutest pet competition; keep 

them coming! 



Mrs Watson’s Virtual Library 

 

To help our students continue with their 

reading Mrs Watson our librarian has put 

together a number of links to various 

resources which can be accessed free of 

charge.  Some resources are either only 

available as a limited free trial, or only for the 

duration of the current school closures.  For 

more information head over to Mrs Watson’s Virtual Library’ which can 

be found in the individual House pages on the Academy website. Here you will find links to the 

following: 

  

Accelerated Reader – whilst schools are closed, Renaissance Learning have made their reading and 

monitoring programme, Accelerated Reader, available to access from home.  Students must use the link 

shown to access the system before logging on with their usual username and password. 

myON – this offers access to eBooks for those children who do Accelerated Reader. 

Project Gutenburg – offers access to out of copyright books. 

Amazon Audible – Audible are offering free children’s and teen books whilst the schools are closed 

Academy Reading Lists – for Key Stage 3, 4 & 5 

Encyclopaedia Britannica 
  

As well as links to authors podcasts and websites; listen to authors read from their books: take up one 

of the 10-minute challenges on ‘Authorfy’: find your next book using the ‘Love Reading For Kids’ 

website: watch a TED Talk for kids: and keep up to date with all of the latest news. 

 

Recycle your books, trainers and uniform 

 

 Many of you will have used some time during lockdown to have a 

sort out in your homes. As an Academy, we are keen to build up our 

supplies of good quality spare uniform, including black school shoes 

and black or white trainers, so that we can make loans to students in 

need. We are also making arrangements to provide books for one of 

our nominated charities, and our library will happily take donations of good quality children’s and 

adults’ books. Please therefore bag up any items of school clothing or unwanted books that you may 

wish to donate, and we’ll happily receive these items once lockdown restrictions are released. 
 

 

Reminder about student Calculated Grades for Year 11 and Year 13 students 

We appreciate that many Year 11 and 13 students are worried about their GCSE and A Level results 

and we have had a number of questions from parents and students about this. Along with all 

academies we are working hard on this and will share further information when we are able to do so. I 

am confident that as an academy we have enough information about each student in our care to be 

able to make fair judgements, in line with the published guidance. As has been clearly stated in the 

guidance; information about each student’s grades submitted by the academy must remain 

confidential and so we will not be able to answer individual questions about these. 

 

Please find below the information that has been shared by the Department for Education about this 

process that we shared with parents and students before the Easter break. 

 

‘The Department for Education and the Office for Qualifications (Ofqual) have shared a letter to all 

students and parents about how your grades will be calculated. The letter from Ofqual can be found 

here. I would encourage all of you to read the full detail in the letter, but I have also tried to 

summarise some of the key points for you below: 

1. The aim is to ensure that all students receive grades that are fair and do not disadvantage any 

student. 

file:///C:/Users/4kth/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/Y2YRLEVS/en-gb.padlet.com/swatson65/hadwly0m7ndn
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877830/Letter_to_students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf


2. Schools will be required to provide the exam boards with the grade they believe you were 

most likely to get if teaching, learning and exams had happened as planned 

3. Schools will be asked to provide for each subject, the order of students at your school or 

college, by performance, for each grade. This information will be used to standardise 

judgements – allowing fine tuning of the standard applied across schools and colleges. This is 

to make sure that all students in all schools are awarded grades in a fair and consistent 

manner. 

4. Schools will consider a range of things like your classwork and homework; your results in 

assignments and any mock exams; any non-exam assessment or coursework you might have 

done; and your general progress during your course. 

5. Exam boards will then consider these grades from all schools and decide what grade each 

student will receive. 

6. Schools are not allowed to share the grades they submit for each student. This is to be kept 

confidential. The only grade that will be shared is the one that the exam board awards. 

7. If a student is unhappy with the grade that the exam board awards then there will be an 

appeals process to the exam board. Furthermore plans are being made to allow students 

opportunities to sit exams in the Autumn term – more detail will follow explaining this 

process.’ 

 

This information for parents and students can be found on the Bede Academy website   

https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Year-11-13-Guidance.pdf 

 

  

Communication 

Students are reminded that the communication they have with fellow classmates and their teachers 

must remain courteous and appropriate. Expectations for communication in online classrooms are the 

same as in physical classrooms, and we are proud of the way in which students are continuing to 

communicate respectfully to each other and to their teachers. Thank you for reinforcing these 

expectations with your child(ren). 
 

 

Keep up to date 
Please keep up to date with Academy news by following the Academy twitter feed at 

https://twitter.com/BedeAcademy 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr A Thelwell 

Principal (Secondary) 

https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Year-11-13-Guidance.pdf
https://twitter.com/BedeAcademy

