
 
27 April 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 

We may now have returned after our Easter holidays but what we 

have returned to continues to be far from normal! The media talk 

about a ‘new normal’ but I am yet to get a sense of what that really is. 

However what does not change is the ability of Bede students and 

staff to live up to our core values.  

 

In this newsletter you will see evidence of honourable purpose 

(seeking to do good), compassion (caring for others in need) as well 

as courage and determination to keep learning and being a 

community despite the separation forced on us by COVID-19. These 

values are not the ‘new normal’, they are the ‘old normal’ for Bede! 

 

Bede Academy teams up with local businesses and the community in the battle to beat COVID 19 
 

Students and teachers at the Bede Academy have 

teamed up with Northumbrian Water to produce PPE 

visors for the health sector amid the COVID 19 crisis.  

While Northumbrian Water donated the acetate and 

polypropylene sheets, Engineering teachers worked 

with students to laser cut hundreds of visors and 

assemble them to donate to a range of care providers. 

Students also wrote some very moving thank you 

messages to the recipients expressing their heart felt 

gratitude to front line medics, nurses, pharmacists and 

care workers as well as the prison service.  

 

Meanwhile the textiles team, and students set about a project to collect 

unneeded fabric from the local community and to turn them into scrubs bags for 

doctors and nurses, enabling them to wash scrubs in a controlled way and 

limiting the spread of the virus.  

 

The work of the Academy has now become known far and wide 

and has featured on a range of social media and PR. 

Our work in support of the national and local effort has been 

welcomed by business, residents, parents and the community and 

the passion and commitment of our students and staff has been 

fantastic to see, they most certainly have demonstrated their 

compassion for others and incredible sense of honourable purpose. 

We shall continue our work to produce as many items as PPE as 

possible and support our key workers in the fight against 

coronavirus.  

 
 

 



 

Industrious students with their bags and visors 
 

 

Easter Egg Competition 
 

I had the pleasure or judging the Academy Easter Egg competition and I would like to congratulate 

and thank everyone who contributed.  And the winners are… 
 

 

Third place          Second Place       Second Place   

Grace                 Xander                     Jack  

10 Birdsall         7 Davies       7 Ames 

Cuthbert House         Aidan House       Oswald House     

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Place       First Place 

Andrew                    Lily  

11 Fisher        11 Ridley 

Cuthbert House                    Aidan House  

 

 



 

 

Mrs Watson’s Virtual Library 

To help our students continue with their 

reading Mrs Watson our librarian has put 

together a number of links to various 

resources which can be accessed free of 

charge.  Some resources are either only 

available as a limited free trial, or only for the 

duration of the current school closures.  For 

more information head over to Mrs Watson’s Virtual Library’ which can 

be found in the individual House pages on the Academy website. Here 

you will find links to the following: 

  

Accelerated Reader – whilst schools are closed, Renaissance Learning have made their reading and 

monitoring programme, Accelerated Reader, available to access from home.  Students must use the link 

shown to access the system before logging on with their usual username and password. 

myON – this offers access to eBooks for those children who do Accelerated Reader. 

Project Gutenburg – offers access to out of copyright books. 

Amazon Audible – Audible are offering free children’s and teen books whilst the schools are closed 

Academy Reading Lists – for Key Stage 3, 4 & 5 

Encyclopaedia Britannica 

  

As well as links to authors podcasts and websites; listen to authors read from their books: take up one 

of the 10-minute challenges on ‘Authorfy’: find your next book using the ‘Love Reading For Kids’ 

website: watch a TED Talk for kids: and keep up to date with all of the latest news. 

 Also, Amazon Kindle Unlimited are offering a two-month free trial if you sign up before 30th 

April.  You do not need a Kindle to access these books you can simply download the Kindle app.  Please 

note that not all books are included in the ‘Unlimited’ offer and it will automatically revert to the 

paid service of £7.99 per month once the two months are up.  You can of course, cancel your 

subscription at any point before the end of the trial period, thereby not incurring any charge at 

all. 
 

Recycle your books, trainers and uniform 

 

 Many of you will have used some time during lockdown to have a 

sort out in your homes. As an Academy, we are keen to build up our 

supplies of good quality spare uniform, including black school shoes 

and black or white trainers, so that we can make loans to students in 

need. We are also making arrangements to provide books for one of 

our nominated charities, and our library will happily take donations of good quality children’s and 

adults’ books. Please therefore bag up any items of school clothing or unwanted books that you may 

wish to donate, and we’ll happily receive these items once lockdown restrictions are released. 

 

Year 9 Duke of Edinburgh’s Award  

The people at the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award are 

determined that young people shouldn’t miss out on doing 

their DofE because of the coronavirus outbreak – and they 

want to do everything they can to support young people so 

that they can keep doing theirs, at what is a really 

challenging time. 

 

To help keep supporting participants, both now and when 

the lockdown ends, they are introducing these temporary 

changes. 
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1. Participants can now volunteer for family members, for example by mentoring or coaching 

younger siblings.  

 

However, this should be more than a participant babysitting, or helping out with their usual chores!  

As with all DofE activities, they should be structured and help the participant to meet the benefits and 

outcomes of the Volunteering section.   

Participants can choose to volunteer to help any family member, but we would suggest coaching or 

mentoring a family member, particularly younger siblings, as an activity which can easily be 

structured and help meet the outcomes of the section. This could include:   

– mentoring a younger sibling and helping them with their schoolwork or homework.  

– coaching a sibling or another family member to learn an instrument or develop another skill.  

– organising a sports session or arts and crafts session for someone they live with to participate in.   

As with all DofE activities, to maintain the value and integrity of a young 

person’s Award, an Assessor cannot be a family member. 

 

2. Participants can now change section activities more than once. Time spent on previous 

activities will still count towards completion.  

 

Previously, participants could only change activities once per section. However, due to the pandemic, 

we know many participants have already changed activities to something they can do from home, 

and will want to resume their original activity once social distancing limitations are lifted.  

Some activities participants are doing from home may also not continue when normal life returns (e.g. 

helping with the coronavirus efforts in their community) so they will need to find something new.  

If changing activities more than once, participants will need to use ‘revert to draft’ and resubmit their 

programme planner with their new activity. Participants will also need to upload an Assessor’s Report 

for each activity they have done onto their eDofE account.  

 

3. DofE staff members may be able to act as section Assessors, if required. 

 

If participants require an Assessor for a sectional activity, they can request for a DofE member of staff 

to help. If there are questions about the award then Dr Sams is available to answer queries through the 

DofE Google Classroom. 
 

Blyth Foodbank  
  

Thank you for all your donations to the Blyth Food 

Bank.  At Bede we are seeking to show compassion 

and to support all who are vulnerable within our 

community. Please respond generously to the Blyth 

Foodbank appeal that Rev. Flintoff shared with you 

if you feel you can. Donations can be made via Asda 

or to the drop off point at Bede North - for more ways 

to volunteer and help your community go to the 

community page on our website:  

https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/covid-

19/community/ 

 

Keep up to date 

Please keep up to date with Academy news by following the Academy twitter feed at 

https://twitter.com/BedeAcademy 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr A Thelwell 

Principal (Secondary) 
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