
 
16 December 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

What an incredible week last week was for the whole Bede Community.  Our students have been 

performing at numerous community events such as the Christmas Tree Festival, the Residents Tea 

Party and attending the Whitley Bay Playhouse Panto.  We engaged in democracy through the Bede 

Mock Election as well as the rule of law when our Sixth Form were visited by Judge Earl.  The 

exceptional talent of our students has been on display in the X Factor Final and our House Chess 

Tournament.  I am immensely proud of the enthusiasm and good cheer shown by students and staff at 

each and every one of these events.  Christmas is getting close; you can certainly feel it at Bede! 

 

X Factor Final 

 

On Thursday the Main Hall was packed with over 500 students for the 

much-anticipated X Factor final. Judges Dr Roussou, Mr Davies and 

Mr Gill, faced an incredibly tough decision in deciding the winner of 

our best competition yet. After twelve fantastic performances, the 

judges were unable to split Bethany Wallace and Serena Chahal, who 

become the first ever joint winners of the title, with their performances 

of ‘This Is Me’ and ‘Lost Without You’ respectively.  There were 

surprise performances from the staff and the fantastic Year 11 boy band, 

Rowing Baby!, who brought the house down with their interpretation of ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’.  A 

fantastic night enjoyed by all - thank you to each of the finalists, mentors, judges, Mr Sword, and Mr 

Moore for putting on such an enjoyable and professional show. 

 

House Chess 

On Wednesday, competitors in the house chess tournament were locked in battle over the board.  After 

tense competition, Cuthbert were victorious, taking the 9 house points. 

 

Christmas Activities 

 

On Wednesday 11 December, 900 students and staff enjoyed a superb Christmas lunch prepared by 

Bede’s excellent catering team.  This afternoon students took part in the ‘Christmas Cracker’ 

competition to win points for their House.  The Academy’s annual Carol Service will take place on the 

afternoon of Wednesday 18 December 



Jack and the Beanstalk -a GIANT adventure for Year 7!  

 

By Jessica Armstrong Year 7. 

The whole of Year Seven went on a giant adventure to Whitley Bay Playhouse this 

week to see the pantomime Jack and the Beanstalk. This mesmerising show had a 

host of fantastic actors, including of course Jack who had to climb up the beanstalk 

to the scary Giant’s castle to rescue the princess. 

Most of us agreed that the performing dog ‘Scully’ stole the show because he knew 

all these fascinating and amazing moves. Sully has snowy-white fur and was 

incredibly obedient, the loud music didn’t bother him at all-in fact he enjoyed 

dancing to it! 

Of course, we encountered typical pantomime features such as The Dame, who was 

very witty, and Simple Simon and Odd Ball who created lots of slap-stick comedy. We joined in 

enthusiastically with ‘booing’ the baddie FleshCreep and shouting ‘It’s behind you..oh yes he is!’ 

My favourite part was near the end of the pantomime where we saw our own Year 7 stars Lee and Megan 

of Bede Academy dancing on the stage, while the rest of Year 7 cheered for them. 

Year Seven students were bursting with joyfulness when we left the theatre. Thank you, Mr Elsworth 

for organising our trip.   

 

Mock Election 

 

 
On 12 December Bede held it’s Mock General Election. This was the result of some campaigning 

from our mock candidates who chose to represent the following parties; Labour, Liberal Democratic, 

Labour and the Green Party. All academy students heard the various party manifestos, which were 

from the real party manifestos, in assemblies and also had a chance to reflect and discuss all they 

heard in Tutor Reflections. Students were then encouraged to attend the Bede Polling station at break. 

We were pleased that almost 400 students turned out to vote. The results were as follows: 

Labour- 167 

Conservative- 125 

Green Party – 86 

Lib Dem -12 

Spoilt papers- 20 

 

Christmas Tree Festival 

This half term Bede Academy were asked to create a Christmas tree to enter the 

Christmas Tree Festival at St Cuthbert’s Church, Blyth. Textiles is a relatively new 

subject at Bede Academy, and we were keen to show how creative our students are in 

this area of Engineering. The Year 9’s had a fantastic time creating the Christmas tree 

dress with help from one of our talented Sixth Formers. Fingers crossed it will get the 

most votes in the Christmas Tree Festival.  



Residents Tea Party 

 

 
On Tuesday afternoon we hosted over 50 local residents for our Residents Christmas Tea Party. The 

afternoon began with sandwiches, quiche, sausage rolls and cheese scones all served up by our excellent 

Year 9 prefects. The students were tremendous ambassadors for Bede Academy and engaged in 

conversation and service with maturity that was admirable. Once people had enjoyed their food out came 

the cakes. Our guests were entertained by the Cantata Choir singing many favourite Christmas carols 

and songs. Residents enjoyed the opportunity to chat, join in with the singing and have a few Christmas 

treats even this early in December. I must thank our catering staff for putting on such a delicious tea and 

Mrs Saul for the wonderful music on the day. Final thanks must go to our Year 9 prefects for hosting 

this event. Their hard work and warm welcome was greatly appreciated by all who attended.  

Formers. Fingers crossed it will get the most votes in the Christmas Tree Festival.  

 

Christmas Book Fair 

 

Many thanks to all of the students and parents who came along 

to our half price Christmas book fair this week when over £300 

worth of books were sold.  The library was a hive of activity 

with students eagerly searching the shelves for the latest 

bestsellers; it’s been lovely to see so many students 

recommending their favourite books to each other as well as 

buying books as gifts for friends and family members.   

 

 

 

Year 13 Reports 

 

All Year 13 parents will receive their child’s report on Monday following the recent trial 

examinations.  As I know you appreciate, this has been an important term. The report now serves as a 

basis for students to respond and give of their best in the coming months as we fast approach the 

Summer examinations. Students and parents are urged to read the constructive comments, and respond 

to the feedback with courage and determination to gain a set of grades in the Summer that will ensure 

ambitions are realised.  I am incredibly proud of all of our students in Year 13, and I am grateful for 

their hard work and commitment so far.  

 

 

 

 

 



Be Safe, Be Seen 

 

Given that the evenings are darker much earlier during the winter, students need 

to take extra care when crossing roads and travelling to and from the Academy. 

We have been informed that the school crossing patrol on Plessey Road has not 

been in place for a few days this week and thus there is reliance on students to be 

responsible for their own safety when crossing the road. The majority of Bede 

students are mature, responsible and very sensible in their conduct, and it is 

pleasing to see them take their safety, and the safety, of others seriously. Please 

can I also take the opportunity to give a reminder that all students cycling to the 

Academy are expected to wear a helmet, for their own safety.  Please be mindful 

of this if your child is planning to bring a new bike to the Academy after 

Christmas. 

 

Parking at the start and end of the Academy Day 

 

Can I please ask parents to respect the five-minute walking zone around the Academy and not drive into 

the Avenues or Newlands Road to drop off and pick up students.  Please use Plessey Road for this 

purpose.  For those students cycling to the Academy, they must dismount and cross Plessey Road on 

foot.  For their own safety, if students do not wear a helmet and follow basic safety procedures they will 

not be allowed to cycle to the Academy. 

 

The Academy Day 

 

It is always pleasing to see a number of students congregate at the beginning and end of the Academy 

day to read in the library or to spend time working on their homework. This service is available from 

8am in the morning, and until 4pm on an afternoon. Please note that the Academy is closed to students 

outside of these times, unless they are under the supervision of a member of staff in an organised 

activity. All students working on site after the end of the Academy day are required to be registered by 

their club leader, or sign the register in reception to state that they are working in the open area. Any 

student arriving at the Academy before 8am will not be given access to the building, given that 

appropriate supervision will not be in place until this time. Students who stay back to work 

independently in the open area are required to work quietly, so as not to disturb the work of reception 

staff, and may be asked to leave if they are causing a disturbance. 

 

Year 9 Examinations 

 

May I remind Year 9 students that their examinations will start on Monday 13 January; all students 

will receive an examination timetable today and should set aside some time for preparation and revision.  

Please use the revision booklet to guide and support them in each of their subjects, and I look forward 

to excellent results with students achieving their personal best.  The Year 9 Pathways Evening will take 

place on Wednesday 5 February so please make a note of this in your diary and the Annual Reports 

will be published on Friday 14 February. 

 

Sports Results 

The Year 9 Rugby team played King Edward High School and lost 43-5.  

Player of the match was Ethan Irving.  The Year 10 team played the Royal 

Grammar School and Bede won 12-5.  Player of the match was Alex 

Robinson.  The Year 10 Rugby team played Kings Priory Academy; Bede 

lost 12-10.  Player of the match was Kaya Aydeniz. The Year 7 and Year 8 

Basketball team played Valley Gardens Middle School.  Both teams were 

narrowly defeated.  Players of the match were Ben Mather and Felix Halsuis. 

 

 



 

Bede Academy Twitter Feed  

 

You may be interested to know that Bede Academy has recently reopened its Twitter feed, which means 

you can keep up with latest news and announcements by following @bedeacademy. Please retweet our 

posts, especially in the next few weeks, as we seek to grow our online presence.  We would love to be 

able to share photos of students completing the “12 things to do” challenge throughout the year.  If you 

would like to see your child featured in our Twitter feed please email your photos to 

admin@bedeacademy.org.uk with a brief summary.  

Mobile Phones 

 

May I also take this opportunity to remind you that students should not have their mobile phones on 

in the Academy at all.  All contact home needs to be made from Reception or the Pastoral Department. 
 

Uniform Shop 

 

Please note that the Academy uniform shop will be closed during the Christmas holidays and will re-open 

on Monday 6 January at 12.30pm.  
 

Finally, a reminder to parents and students that the Academy will finish for the Christmas break on 

Friday, 20 December, at 3.10pm 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr A Thelwell 

Principal (Secondary) 

mailto:admin@bedeacademy.org.uk

