
 
15 November 2019 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Two of our core values are Honourable Purpose and 

Compassion.  Honourable Purpose means that we focus on 

‘doing what is good and aim to benefit others.’ Compassion 

means ‘we care for those in difficulty and who are hurting.’  

This week parents and student along with tutors and staff have 

shown this by filling over 200 shoe boxes which will bring 

some happiness to people who otherwise would have very 

little to smile about at Christmas.  The boxes will be collected 

next week and distributed in time for Christmas.  Thank you 

for the compassion and honourable purpose you have shown 

through our annual Christmas Shoe Box Appeal. 

 

Key Stage 3 Parents’ Event  

 

We are looking forward to welcoming parents of Years 7, 8 and 9 on 27 November for an opportunity 

to explore the most effective ways of supporting students during Key Stage 3.  We will be exploring 

how we can work together to grow students’ character and what we can do to help students achieve their 

personal best academically too.  This will be a practical session exploring some common barriers to 

success and we would like your help to identify the areas you would like to explore.  If you haven’t 

already done so, could you complete this 30 second survey, which also lets us know whether to expect 

you at the event.  This event is for parents only. Please access your ParentPay account to register your 

attendance. 

 

 
 

Sports Results 

 

The Year 9 rugby team played Northumberland Church of England Academy and Bede won 45-35. 

Player of match was Kane Wills.  The Year 8 Hockey team played against Marden Bridge Middle School 

and won 6-0.  Player of the match was Lauren Rennie. The Year 7 Hockey team drew 1-1 with Marden 

Bridge Middle School, player of the match Hayley Smiles. 

 

Family Sports Event 

 

For those who would like to take part in sport at the Academy with their children, the next Mums and 

Daughters / Lads and Dads Evening will take place on Wednesday 27 November from 5.45pm -

7.00pm.  Activities will include Mini Tennis and family fitness. Further information will follow after 

the half term break.  

 

https://bit.ly/31IToKr


Enterprise Week 2019 

 

Next week is Enterprise Week at Bede Academy, 8 budding entrepreneurs from Year 9 are taking part 

in the Emmanuel Schools Foundation Business Game 2019.  These students will work on their team 

projects to design and market an innovative product throughout next week.  On Friday 22 November at 

Emmanuel College they will present their ideas to a panel of business experts who will no doubt have 

the very difficult task of selecting this year’s overall winner from the six ESF schools. 

 

Rehearsal Examinations 

 

The Year 11 Rehearsal Examination results will be published on Friday 29 November.  As mentioned 

last week, the forthcoming Parents’ Evening and Examination Workshop for Year 11 students and their 

parents will take place on Wednesday 4 December and you may wish to note this important date in your 

diary.  Year 13 Rehearsal A Level and BTEC examinations ended today; the results will be published 

on Friday 13 December. 

 

Half price Book Fair  

 

The library will be hosting a half price Book Fair from Monday 

9 to Friday 13 December.  Provided by Scholastic and with over 

200 titles starting from only £1.49 to browse through, there’s sure 

to be something for everyone to enjoy.  The fair will be open to 

students during the Academy day: from 8.00am until 8.25am, at 

break and lunch times, and then from 3.10pm until 5.00pm 

Monday to Thursday for parents and younger siblings to come 

along too.  Book fairs are a fantastic way to earn books for the 

Academy, as the more books sold, the more free books we will 

receive.  We look forward to welcoming you into our library. 

 

Student Travel 2019-20 

 

At Arriva, there are many options for travelling by bus, and many 

ways to pay. Arriva would like to take this opportunity to inform you 

about their Direct Debit payment scheme for Student Saver tickets – a 

simple, easy way to pay for travel across local zones and networks. 

The Direct Debit scheme allows parents, guardians or students to pay for the annual cost of a bus 

ticket, spread over affordable monthly payments with no contract involved. Not only does this bus 

ticket allow travel during school times, but can be used for your child to travel at evenings and 

weekends too. It’s a simple process to apply, to arrange your Direct Debit please visit:  

https://www.arrivabus.co.uk/north-east/bus-tickets/youngsaver/ 
Once registered you can select either to receive your monthly pass by post or sent to your child’s mobile 

phone. This ticket will rollover every month for as long as the direct debit remains active. 

For any queries regarding the scheme, please email: taylora@arriva.co.uk. 

 

GCSE and A Level coursework return 

 

After another successful year of GCSE and A Level coursework, the Engineering Department are 

pleased to announce that all projects can now be collected.  There is no charge for them, although a 

contribution would be welcomed if possible.  We know that many students poured hours into practical 

work and had clients for the products.  We also need to create more storage space for the next wave of 

projects.  Mr Davies awaits.  
 



 

Students’ Study Files 

 

Students’ Study Files are a vital tool of communication between home and the Academy, as well as 

enabling students to organise their time effectively. We ask parents to sign these weekly, but advise also 

that they are checked every day. This will enable you to support your child in completing their 

homework, read notes from teachers, and see if any detentions have been set. We would only ring you 

directly to inform you of a detention on the occasion that it is set for the same day; all other detentions 

are noted in Study Files. 

 

Christmas Lunch 

 

On Wednesday 11 December, students will have the opportunity to enjoy a superb 

Christmas lunch prepared by Bede’s excellent catering team. From experience we know 

that this is very popular with students so please ensure your child’s lunch account is in 

credit.   The Academy’s annual Carol Service will take place on the afternoon of 

Wednesday 18 December. 

 

 

If you loose it… 

 

It is important that parents ensure that students have 

their full name rather than simply initials or a mark 

in your child’s equipment. If equipment goes 

missing and it is properly labelled then it is possible 

for the Pastoral team to return items when they have 

been clearly marked. Form tutors endeavour to 

check students’ equipment, but it remains the sole responsibility of parents to 

ensure that all items are marked in this way. Students are responsible for the safekeeping of their 

property and all liability for the safety of bags and equipment in the Academy remains solely with the 

student and their parents. The Academy does not accept any liability for student equipment. 

 

 
 

News from the Sixth Form 
 

Sixth Form ARTiculation Discovery Day 

 

As part of the Academy ethos to stretch and challenge students to develop their skills, knowledge and 

understanding, A ‘Level Art students had an excellent opportunity to participate in a new national 

initiative today. The ARTiculation project launched with an initial Discovery Day at the Laing Art 

Gallery and participation could lead to further involvement nationally. ARTiculation Discovery Days 

are designed to develop and support students’ understanding and engagement with art. During this one-

day workshop students explored artworks through personal observation, discussion and primary 

research.  They were encouraged to think independently, analyse information, ask informed questions 

and learned how to conquer nerves, physically prepare and successfully deliver a presentation to large 

audiences and met with, and interviewed, art world professionals. At the end of the day each student 

delivered their research and personal responses in short group presentations to the workshop leaders and 

their fellow student investigators. 

 
 

 



 

 

Sixth Form Skills Session: Taking in washing… 

 

 

As we continue to try to prepare our Sixth Form 

students for life we spent this week’s session on 

washing and ironing. Students got to know the basics 

and successfully ironed some garments, learning 

about heat settings for different fabrics. They look 

forward to practising these skills at home! 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 
 

Mr A Thelwell 

Principal (Secondary) 


