
 
17 January 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians 

 

One of our three core beliefs is that every member of our community is gifted for a 

purpose because they are made in the image of God.  We encourage all our students 

to reflect on their goals and prepare.  Forthcoming events like the  Year 9 Pathways 

Evening, Sixth Form Open Evening  and our annual Careers Fair help students to 

make wise choices about their future goals. 

 

Students have been asked to join one of the many clubs at Bede North and perhaps try a new activity.  

Please encourage your child to read the Spring Term calendar of extracurricular activities and register 

to take part in at least one activity - whether it is basketball, music technology, choir, art club or one of 

the many subject catch-up sessions. I am sure there is something for every student to experience and 

enjoy.  It is important that students make the most of their time at Bede Academy and taking part in 

clubs and developing new skills will no doubt help them to develop their character and perhaps they will 

discover they have a hidden talent.   

 

On Wednesday, Year 7 parents and their children met with teachers to discuss the progress made since 

joining the Academy in September.  I trust that students will continue to work hard in their studies so 

that they achieve their very best. For parents who could not attend senior staff will be in touch to make 

a follow up appointment, Parents of students in Years 8 are reminded that the Year 8 Parents evening 

is on Wednesday 22 January.  Students have been given appointment cards and parents are encouraged 

to familarise themselves with the appointments.  All parents and students in full uniform are to attend. 

 

Year 9 Pathways Evening  

 

Year 9 students completed their internal examinations this week.  I know many revised exceptionally 

hard and I trust they all feel that they have done their best during the week. Parents of students in Year 

9 are reminded that the Pathways Evening will take place on Wednesday, 5 February, from 6.00pm 

– 7.00pm.  This important evening is focused on the GCSE courses that will begin in September 2020 

and we anticipate the attendance of a parent of every Year 9 student.  The agenda will include an 

explanation of the pathways process, the option choices available and how the Academy and parents 

will work together in guiding and supporting students. There will be presentations from each course and 

it will be possible to ask individual questions of Heads of Departments and Senior staff.  

 

Sixth Form Open Evening 

 

Parents of students in Year 11 will be aware that the next few months 

are very important for your child’s   future in terms of examinations, 

but this time is also crucial in terms of planning the next stage of 

their education.  With this in mind, I would like to take this 

opportunity to invite you to the Bede Academy Sixth Form Open 

Evening on Wednesday 29 January 2020 from 6.00pm to 

8.00pm. This event is an excellent opportunity for you and your 

child to see what we have on offer in the Sixth Form at Bede 

Academy. There will be staff representatives from each department showcasing their subjects as well as 

representatives from five local universities to offer advice about A Level study and beyond and we look 

forward to seeing you there. 

 



 

Careers Fair Wednesday 5 February 

  

 
 

The Academy will be holding its Fifth annual Careers Fair on Wednesday 5 February from 3.10pm to 

7.00pm.  The Careers Fair will give students the opportunity to meet representatives from different 

universities, employers and training providers from across the UK.  This is a fantastic opportunity for 

students and parents to find out more about the options available to students following their studies at 

KS4 or KS5.  The event is aimed at KS4 and KS5 students and their parents, but is open for anyone to 

attend.  The previous Careers Fairs have helped to inspire many of our students and have raised the 

aspirations of our learners.  We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

Year 13 Laing Art Gallery Visit 

 

On Monday 13 January, 8 Year 13 students studying English Literature travelled to the LAING Art 

Gallery to take part in a series of workshops led by academics from Northumbria University. In the 

morning, students viewed a variety of art works that linked to the theme of Tragedy, one of the main 

topics of the A Level Literature course. From this they gained a reinforced understanding of the genre, 

from the classical legends of Ancient Greece to the minor tragedies existing in society at the time of the 

artists. In the afternoon, they focussed specifically on artworks relating to the poet John Keats, primarily 

Isabella and the Pot of Basil by William Holman Hunt (1866). Through this, students discussed the 

social and political contexts of the time Keats was writing as well as where aspects of tragedy were 

depicted and emphasised by the painting, comparing these to key extracts from the poem. Overall, the 

visit was a great success, with students getting the opportunity to work with University level specialists 

on topics that will be included in their upcoming examinations. We look forward to returning to the 

LAING gallery later this half term, this time with our Year 12 students, who we are sure will find the 

experience as illuminating as Year 13 did.  

 

Vex Robotics 

 

A small group of Engineering Students are attending the Vex Robotics 

Regional Competition at the Nissan Sports and Leisure Complex in 

Sunderland today. They have taken the robot that they have been 

building over the last few months and are competing in the regional 

final of the popular VEX Robotics competition. We wish them every 

success. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

New electronic devices 

 

No doubt many students received new electronic devices at Christmas and 

it may be timely to remind you to check on the security of any new 

equipment and continue to closely monitor use, particularly social network 

sites, to ensure that your child is not at risk by contacting any unknown 

person.  It is important that you always know what your child is accessing to 

make sure they are safe at all times.  There are a series of guides to help 

parents manage the security settings on many different types of devices on the Bede Academy 

website.  They can be found here: https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/parents/e-safety/conduct/.  

 

Mobile phones  

 

Parents are reminded that in line with Academy policy, the use of mobile 

phones is not permitted during the Academy day. Our policy is very 

simple; students are permitted to bring mobile phones onto the Academy 

premises but they must be turned off at all times. Other electronic 

equipment such as iPods, smart watches, speakers and tablets must not be 

brought into the Academy. Electronic devices must not be switched on 

until students have left the Academy at the end of the day. If any student is seen with any of these items 

in the Academy they will be confiscated and taken to the Pastoral Office. On the first instance, the 

student is able to collect the item at the end of the Academy day, on any further occurrence they are kept 

by the Pastoral team until they are collected by a parent at the end of the Academy day. On a third 

confiscation, the item will be stored in the Pastoral safe until the end of the week. Any student caught 

using their phone on the Academy premises will be issued a one hour detention. Should it be necessary 

for parents and students to communicate with each other, this must be done through 

Reception.  This information is part of Academy policy and there are no exceptions. 

 

Winter Uniform 

 

Finally, I would like to remind parents that during the cold weather students 

should wear a dark coloured winter coat and, if necessary, a high-visibility 

safety waistcoat in line with the Academy uniform policy.  As you are aware, 

the Academy does not allow logos on clothing, and scarves, hats and gloves 

should also be dark with no visible logos. Coats may be worn outside of the 

building but not inside, and they must always be placed inside their bag, and 

not carried over arms, to avoid any slips and trips with coats trailing on floors 

or staircases.  Please also ensure that all items of uniform are clearly named 

as we have a huge amount of lost property, including sports equipment and coats 

without names.   

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Mr A Thelwell 

Principal (Secondary) 

https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/parents/e-safety/conduct/

