
18 October 2019 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Today in assembly Dr Roberts reflected on the early church and reminded us that we are all part of the 

Bede Academy community.  This week Bede Academy students have had the opportunity to take part in 

our community at a school, local, national and indeed international level by signing up for our XFactor 

auditions, taking part in Democracy Day, our Food Bank Appeal, ESF Lions, our international Shoebox 

Appeal and Sixth Form lessons from the Auschwitz Project and finally our 12 things to do challenge!  

There is never a quiet day at Bede Academy. 

 

Democracy Day 

 

As part of our continued exploration of British Values, 

today Year 7, 8 and 9 students met members of the local 

council to hear about how democracy works at both a local 

and national level.  This is part of Local Democracy Week. 

This was a hugely valuable lecture and students had time 

to quiz the councillors on local issues. Students have been 

preparing questions to ask in their History lessons and we 

enjoyed debating their responses with them. The panel of 

councillors included Richard Dodd, Gordon Webb and 

Warren Taylor. 

 

Year 9 Duke of Edinburgh Award 

 

Students in Year 9 are starting to be 

enrolled onto the eDofE, which is the 

online system that students use to track 

their progress through the Duke of 

Edinburgh Award. You may receive 

an email in the next few days 

containing the log in details for your 

child’s account. Students will be given 

training on what to do next in the near 

future. We are excited to see all of the activities that students will be completing as part of their Bronze 

Award.  This is the leading Youth Award in the country.  It is recognised by employers and universities 

for the difference it makes to the lives of the young people who complete it.  It provides young people 

with the chance to challenge themselves, build a sense of pride and accomplishment as well as improve 

leadership skills and work on their character. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Year 7 Meet the Tutor  

 

   
 

It was a pleasure to meet so many Year 7 Parents on Wednesday evening for the Year 7 ‘Meet the Tutor’ 

event which allowed parents to meet their child’s Form Tutor and discuss how well they are settling in. 

In addition, parents also had the opportunity to: 

 

• Visit the music department and try out instruments that their child may wish to learn to play, 

during their time at Bede. 

• Visit the PE department and find out more about sporting clubs and opportunities 

• Attend a short presentation in the Library, regarding the Accelerated Reader programme. 

 

Year 7 Accelerated Reader 

 

It was lovely to see so many Year 7 parents in the library during the Meet the Tutor event on Wednesday 

night.  Your enthusiasm and support for the Accelerated Reader (AR) programme is most 

appreciated.  We ask that any Year 7 parents who were unable to make it to the library, log on to 

https://ukhosted4.renlearn.co.uk/2653915/homeconnect to register your email address so you can follow 

your child’s progress through the AR programme.   

  

Peripatetic Music Lessons 2020 

 

Year 7 students had a great time trying out new instruments for the first time 

during the event. Any students who would like to start or continue lessons in the 

Spring term can find out more information from the letter attached, and can 

complete the attached form and hand it to Reception for submission. 
 

ESF Lions Tour 2019 

 

Nine boys from Bede represented the ESF 

Lions, which made up almost half of the 

squad. Ethan Alia, Coby Allen, Ben 

Anderson, Joseph Carr, Reuben Cook, Joshua 

Hewison, Vegas Liddell, Izaak Little and 

Adam Turnbull all joined up with fellow 

rugby players from ESF sister schools 

Emmanuel College, The Kings Academy, 

Trinity Academy and Christ’s College to form 

the ESF Lions squad for 2019. After 

presentations at The King’s Academy, the tour 

began with a training session at 

Middlesbrough RFC, before departing for the 

Lake District. Aside from the rugby, the boys took part in team building activities, such as dragon boating, 

kayaking and group canoeing. On the pitch, ESF won the first game vs Keswick School, in typhoon-like 

https://ukhosted4.renlearn.co.uk/2653915/homeconnect


conditions. Vegas Liddell scored a try, Izaak Little kicked 2 conversions and Ben Anderson was named 

man of the match. In the second game ESF came unstuck against an extremely strong Penrith side. 

Nonetheless, the boys got really stuck in and were a credit to themselves and the Academy. Izaak Little 

again kicked well, Vegas Liddell led the line with some big carries and Ethan Alia was a constant threat 

at the breakdown. Vegas Liddell was made vice-captain and he demonstrated natural leadership qualities. 

He really stepped up to the mark, leading by example in games and training. As a result, he was awarded 

The ESF Lion of the Tour. Ben Anderson was man of the match in the first game and was also Bede’s 

‘Lion of the Tour’ 

 
Christmas Shoe Box Appeal  

 

I would ask you to consider taking the time to fill a shoe box for the Christmas 

Shoe Box Appeal.  Over the years, students, parents and staff have given 

generously to this appeal and we hope that you can support us again to bring some 

joy to those in need at Christmas.   Shoe boxes have been distributed to every tutor 

group with the aim of every tutor group filling 5 shoe boxes with gifts to bring some 

happiness to people who otherwise would have very little to smile about at 

Christmas. All students have been given a ‘Shoebox Appeal 2019’ leaflet which 

provides information about the appeal and details of the types of gifts that are 

acceptable so please read the leaflet and help your child’s tutor group to achieve 

their target. 

Suggested items include: 

Shampoo 

Soap/Shower Gel 

Face Cloth 

Deodorant 

Brush/Comb 

Pens/Pencils 

Notepads/Colouring 

books 

Hats 

Gloves 

Socks 

  

We are looking forward to building this year’s shoebox wall.   The deadline for completed shoeboxes to 

be brought in to the Academy is Monday 4 November.   If you would like more information about the 

Shoebox Appeal, please visit the website www.shoeboxappeal.org.  

 

Year 9 Autumn Assessment and Parents’ Evening 

Parents of students in Year 9 are reminded that they will receive the child’s Autumn Assessment next 

Friday. There is a Parents’ Evening on the evening of Wednesday 6 November from 4.00pm - 7.00pm 

when parents will be able to meet with staff to discuss students’ progress.  All parents and students in 

full Academy uniform are to attend. 

 

Key Stage 3 Parents’ Event  

 

We are looking forward to welcoming parents of Key Stage 3 students to the Academy on Wednesday 

27 November 6.00pm – 7.00pm, for an opportunity to explore the most effectives ways of supporting 

Year 7, 8 and 9 students during their time at the Academy.  We will be exploring how we can work 

together to grow students’ character and what we can do to help students achieve their personal best 

academically too.  The format of this evening will be significantly different from previous curriculum 

events and we would love to see as many of you there as possible.   

 

Year 11 Rehearsal Examination timetable 

 
Year 11 examinations began yesterday and will run until 8 November.  Students have been given their 

revision information and the timetable can be found on the Academy website  

https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/students/examination-information/.  Please encourage your child to 

make the most of the half term holiday to revise.  The Parents’ Evening and Examination workshop will 

http://www.shoeboxappeal.org/
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/students/examination-information/


take place on Wednesday 4 December from 4.00pm – 7.00pm when all parents and students are to 

attend. 

 

Year 11 Work Experience 

  

Following the Rehearsal examinations all Year 11 students are expected to go on Work Experience on 

11 November - 15 November - this is a great opportunity for them to go out into the work place and 

make informed decisions on their future career paths.  To ensure that students can go out on Work 

Experience they must have a placement confirmed by the 25 October, therefore they need to bring in all 

relevant documentation that they can get via Reception or Mrs Taylor. This is to ensure all relevant Health 

and Safety checks can be completed in time for them attending their placements. If students do not hand 

in the relevant forms by 25 October, unfortunately they will not be able to go out on Work Experience 

and will be expected to attend the Academy in full uniform and complete work for the entire week. 

 

Sports Results 

 

The Sixth Form Hockey team played Longridge Towers and won 2-0. Player of the match was Olivia 

Barker.  The Sixth Form team also competed in the National Schools Competition and finished fifth 

overall. Player of the tournament was Annie Raine. The Year 9 Hockey team also competed in the 

National Schools Competition and finished sixth overall. Player of the tournament was Bridget Wood. 

The Year 11 Netball team played King Edward High School and Bede lost 22-12.  Player of the match 

was Holly Robinson.  The Year 10 team also played King Edward High School and Bede lost 20-6.  Player 

of that match was Katelyn Wilshire. The Year 11 Netball team competed in the Northumberland County 

Tournament at Blue Flames and came fourth overall.  Player of the tournament was Abigail Herron. The 

Year 9 Rugby team lost 48-35 against Newcastle School for Boys; player of match was Ethan Irving. The 

Year 10 Rugby team won the Plate Competition in County Cup qualifying event with a win over St 

Mary’s 30-15.  Alex Robinson was player of the match. 
 
Bede Academy Midlayer 

 
With the cold weather period almost upon us, we are delighted to announce the 

first item from the new 2020 Bede Academy PE Collection - the Bede Academy 

Midlayer is now available to order.  The new Midlayer top is designed to provide 

additional warmth for outdoor PE lessons and is ready to purchase now to use 

shortly after the October half term holiday.  It is lightweight in design but features 

a fine fleece lining to offer warmth without compromising sports performance.  It 

is quick-drying and extremely easy to wash and care for.  Please see the order form 

sent home with your child today for details of the introductory offer. 

 
Harvest Appeal 

I would like to thank everyone who has generously contributed 

to this year’s Harvest Thanksgiving appeal on behalf of The 

Blyth Food Bank, a local charity which relies heavily on food 

donations to continue its vital work.  It is wonderful to see the 

tables in Reception filling up with goods in response to the 

Harvest Thanksgiving appeal.  It is a credit to the Bede 

students and wider community that such caring generosity is 

shown.  Every contribution makes a meaningful 

difference.  The appeal closes today and the ‘harvest’ will be 

collected by Blyth Food Bank next week. 

 

 

 

 



Christmas Concert 

 

After the half term break tickets will be available for the Bede Academy 

Christmas Concert for parents which starts at 7.00pm on Friday 6 December.  

The concert is expected to last for an hour and a half; choirs and musicians from 

across the Academy will perform a full musical programme to celebrate Christmas, 

and festive food will be served in the Refectory.  Booking forms are now available 

from your child’s tutor or from Reception.  Due to the popularity of this event, 

admission will be by ticket only so please book early to avoid disappointment. 

 

News from the Sixth Form 
Lessons from Auschwitz Project 

 
On Wednesday 16th October both Callum Jackson and Louise 

McClean, both in Year 12 went to Auschwitz- Birkenau as part of the 

Lessons from Auschwitz Project which is run by the Holocaust 

Educational Trust. This was a hugely rewarding but challenging 

experience for both students and they have both remarked on the scale 

of the concentration and extermination camp. Callum explained that 

he felt very sad walking round and that he now understood what the 

Jewish people went through during this difficult time. Both students 

will be speaking to the Year 9 students who are going on the Poland visit in June 2020 to help prepare 

them for their visit to Auschwitz.  

 

A Level Medieval History students visit historian Dan Jones in York 

 

On Wednesday 16 October 18 A Level History students 

embarked on a trip to York to meet historian Dan Jones. Dan 

Jones has written numerous books which focus on Medieval 

History and his most recent book, the Crusaders, was the focus of 

this talk. As a History department we value teaching the 

importance of Medieval History, particularly addressing the 

misconceptions of the Crusades. The students were obviously 

inspired by this talk and made the following comments: 

 

 

Alice Holman 

‘It was interesting to experience the talk from Dan Jones as we have 

studied parts of his book and finally got the chance to hear from 

him in person.’  

Welsey Snaith 

‘I thoroughly enjoyed the visit to meet Dan Jones as it gave 

interesting insight into a real historians view and personal 

inspiration towards studying the Crusades.’ 

Andrew Beharie 

‘I enjoyed seeing Dan Jones because he gave us exclusive insight into the Crusades which can help us in 

the A Level course. ‘ 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr A Thelwell 

Principal (Secondary) 


