
20 December 2019 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

May I start my final newsletter of the term by wishing you a very happy Christmas and new year.  We 

have had a fantastic end to the term celebrating all that goes on at Bede Academy. This week students 

were recognised in assembly for their effort, attendance and personal achievements.  

 

Christmas Competition Results 

 

I was delighted to present the winners of last week’s Christmas Cracker competition – well done to 

the following tutor groups who won Christmas Cracker 2019; Sixth Form – VI Sutherland, Year 11 – 

11 Ridley, Year 10 – 10 Poole, Year 9 – 9 Sams, Year 8 – 8 Clarkson, Year 7 – 7 Tipper.    The overall 

result is Aidan first with 3603 points, Oswald second with 3532 points and Cuthbert third with 3254 

points. 

 

The House Big Quiz competition took place this morning; congratulations to the wining House Oswald; 

Cuthbert finished in second place and Aidan was third. 

 

I also had the pleasure of judging the Classroom Door competition and the winners are: 

 

  

Third 8 Clarkson            Second 9 Dawson Rogers First 10 Taylor 

 

 

An honourable mention goes to: 

  10 Birdsall 

  IL – Miss Hudspith 

  7 Davies 

  7 Read 

  9 Sams  

 

 

 

 

Gold Mark Awards 

 

We are delighted to have launched our new rewards programme which recognises the highest scoring 

student in each year group, in terms of their contribution to the Academy. Results are calculated based 

on GOLD marks and involvement in extracurricular activities and events. We are delighted to award 

these students with a family prize; this term we have presented a family meal voucher for each student, 

kindly donated by the Commissioners’ Quay. The prize winners this term are: 



Rhys Richardson-Maddison (7 Broadway) 

Joseph Beall (8 Shackleton) 

Rebecca Middleton (9 Jolly) 

Phoebe Harrison (10 Davies) 

Serena Chahal (11 Williams) 

Andrew Cooke (11 Fisher) 

In addition, the highest scoring student in each Tutor Group will be invited to a celebratory lunch in the 

first week of the new term. Congratulations to these students for their excellent contribution to the Bede 

Community. 

Christmas Tree Festival – LATEST NEWS 

Bede Academy were asked to create a Christmas tree to enter the Christmas Tree 

Festival at St Cuthbert’s Church, Blyth. Textiles is a relatively new subject at Bede 

Academy, and we were keen to show how creative our students are in this area of 

Engineering. The Year 9’s had a fantastic time creating the Christmas tree dress 

with help from one of our talented Sixth Formers. Fingers crossed it will get the 

most votes in the Christmas Tree Festival.  LATEST NEWS  Over 1700 people 

visited the Christmas Tree Festival and The Bede Academy tree was voted the 

best in the festival.  

 

Christmas Carol Service 

 

Wednesday afternoon, 2:00 pm, and 

following the opening words given by Mrs 

Harding, Kerena Cooke beautifully sang the 

first verse of ‘Once in Royal David’s 

City’.  The carol service was fully 

underway.  It reflected on how when Jesus, 

the son of God came to ‘dwell among us’ that 

there was ‘no room’ for Him.  Mr Martin 

Thompson brought the challenge to us to 

consider the real meaning of Christmas, and 

‘will we make room for Him?’  The theme 

was introduced by Elliot Parsons and Lilah McNaugthon of Year 6 reading a poem called ‘No Room’ 

by Kathryn Slasor.  The orchestra and choir raised the roof with ‘From the Realms of Glory’ and the 

Cantata choir celebrated the coming of the saviour with the songs ‘Mary Did you Know?’ and ‘We have 

heard the Shepherd’s Song’.  The service set our minds on the coming week, with the reason why we 

celebrate Christmas.  Well done to all who presented the reason for the good news of the season. 

 

Termly Assessments for Year 7, 10 and 12 

 

Parents of students in Years 7 10 and 12 will receive their child’s Termly Assessment today.  The 

assessments aim to advise parents on their child’s progress during the first term and, should you have 

any concerns, please contact your child’s tutor or appropriate teacher.  

Year 9 Examinations 

May I remind Year 9 students that their examinations will start on Monday 13 January; all students 

have received an examination timetable and should set aside some time for preparation and revision.  

Please use the revision booklet to guide and support them in each of their subjects, and I look forward 

to excellent results with students achieving their personal best.  The Year 9 Pathways Evening will take 



place on Wednesday 5 February so please make a note of this in your diary and the Annual Reports 

will be published on Friday 14 February. A copy of the exam timetable is available on our website: 

https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/students/examination-information/ 

 

 

News from the Sixth Form 
 

Durham University Physics Christmas Lecture 

 

 

It has become a Christmas tradition for A level students within the Physics Department to visit the annual 

Durham University Physics Christmas Lecture. This year’s lecture was delivered by Dr Chris Saunter 

and entitled “The worm who lived forever”. The lecture provided a fascinating insight into the work 

being carried out by Dr Saunter’s team on the effects of various compounds and products on the aging 

process. The team have developed a system which monitors the lifespan and healthspan (activity during 

lifespan) of thousands of microscopic worms and how this is affected when exposed to the “ant-aging” 

products. The lecture looked at the scientific and ethical context of lifespan and healthspan extension. 

The visit also included a tour of the Physics labs at the university and gave students a taste of what 

studying Physics at university would be like. 

Sixth Form Open Evening 

Parents of students in Year 11 will be aware that the next few 

months are very important for your child’s   future in terms 

of examinations, but this time is also crucial in terms of 

planning the next stage of their education.  With this in mind, 

I would like to take this opportunity to invite you to the Bede 

Academy Sixth Form Open Evening on Wednesday 29 

January 2020 from 6.00pm to 8.00pm. This event is an 

excellent opportunity for you and your child to see what we 

have on offer in the Sixth Form at Bede Academy. There will 

be staff representatives from each department showcasing 

their subjects as well as representatives from five local universities to offer advice about A Level study 

and beyond and we look forward to seeing you there 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/students/examination-information/


Sixth Form Careers in Law 

 

The Sixth Form have been fortunate to have a visit from HHJ Judge 

Earl, from the Newcastle Bar and Crown Court. He visited and spoke 

to Sixth Formers about careers in Law. He also launched his 

internship competition, in which Sixth Formers will have the 

opportunity to compete for a yearlong internship at Newcastle Crown 

Court. Students were impressed with his presentation, with many 

now participating in the competition when it begins in January. This 

is yet another superb link with the legal profession, which students 

can take advantage of.  

 

Global Bridge in the Sixth Form  

 

This week saw the launch of our partnership with Global Bridge in the Sixth Form, an online forum for 

students to link closely with careers, training and enterprise opportunities. We are one of the first 

Academies in the country giving our students access to what is fast becoming one of the country’s key 

employment and training platforms. The year 12 students met on Thursday with the team from Global 

Bridge, who allowed them to explore the site and create their accounts. Global Bridge tweeted yesterday 

about how impressed they were with our students; we received online acclaim from National Careers 

Week and James Rambotham - Chief Exec of North East Chamber of Commerce! This is yet again an 

example of our students going above and beyond in their pursuit of excellence. 

 

Newcastle University’s School of Historical Studies 

 

Brandon McCrostie and Evan Taws visited Newcastle University’s School of Historical 

Studies as part of their research into their NEA topics. Both were overawed at the pace 

of the lecture and enjoyed it greatly gaining an insight into Britain’s changing place in 

the world and the ways in which its politics have shifted in the last century. Following 

the lecture both boys met with Dr Martin Farr and put questions to him relating to their 

topics on the Labour Party and British Foreign Policy. Dr Farr was impressed with their 

questions and the boys gained a great deal from the experience. 

 

Reminder to Parents – Hair styles, jewellery (inc piercings) and uniform rules  

 

As an Academy holiday begins, may I remind parents of some expectations in relation to the 

presentation of students. We would like to start the new year without the distraction of hair and 

uniform issues, so that the focus for students can remain on their learning. Please therefore ensure that 

hair is in accordance with Academy policy: hair must be its natural colour and the basic principle 

with regard to hairstyles is that the style is neat, tidy and sensible. Students who arrive with a hair 

infringement, which includes dyed or overly short hair, will face a two hour same day pastoral 

detention in the Learning Centre and could lead to possible suspension for persistent offenders. If hair 

dye is a non-natural colour or is too extreme in any other way then students will remain in the 

Learning Centre until it is rectified. Parents will of course be kept informed of any sanctions.  

 

We are aware that many of you will take your son/daughter for a haircut during the holidays. Please 

can I take this opportunity to remind you that boys hair should be no shorter than a grade 3 and dyed 

hair (including eyebrows) is not permitted. In addition, we do not permit students to wear make up, 

including semi-permanent make up such as tinting or fake tan. Girls should ensure that any nail 

extensions added in the holidays are removed before the start of term, and no nail polish can be worn 

in the Academy. In addition, no jewellery is permitted by KS3 and KS4 students, and all piercings, 

including plastic retainers, must be removed.  

 



If there is a need to replace outgrown items of uniform over the holidays, please refer to our uniform 

policy, on the website https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/information/uniform/.  Skirts and trousers must 

only be the items sold in our shop, not a high street or supermarket alternative.  Please note that the 

Academy uniform shop will be closed during the Christmas holidays and will re-open on Monday 6 

January at 12.30pm. 

 

Students must also remember that valuable possessions must not be brought into the Academy. Thank 

you for your support in these matters. 

 

Whilst we appreciate it is not always possible to arrange medical appointments outside the Academy 

day, it would help us enormously to know, as far in advance as possible, if your child will be arriving 

late or leaving the Academy during the Academy day for a pre-arranged medical appointment. 

 

Academy Holiday Closure 

 

Please note that the Academy will be closed from tonight, Friday 20 December until 8am on 

Thursday 2 January.  In closing, I trust you all have an enjoyable Christmas and, on behalf of the staff 

at Bede Academy, may I wish you all the very best for 2020.  I look forward to welcoming the students 

at the start of the spring term on Monday 6 January at 8.25am. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

 

Mr A Thelwell 

Principal, Secondary 

https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/information/uniform/

