
24 January 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Our students are all ‘gifted for a purpose’. Our curriculum allows each 

student to explore and develop their gifts. Whilst giving them time to reflect 

on their purpose.  This week’s newsletter gives just a small taste of the many 

ways we do this.  Students can consider how they wish to pursue their 

purpose via our Sixth Form Open Evening and Annual Careers Fair.  They 

have also been able to explore the tragic events of the Holocaust, engage 

with democracy, express their talents in Robotics, Sport and Art.  Another 

typically busy week for each and everyone of our truly gifted students. 

Sixth Form Open Evening 

Parents of students in Year 11 will be aware that the next few months 

are very important for your child’s   future in terms of examinations, 

but this time is also crucial in terms of planning the next stage of 

their education.  With this in mind, I would like to take this 

opportunity to invite you to the Bede Academy Sixth Form Open 

Evening on Wednesday 29 January 2020 from 6.00pm to 

8.00pm. This event is an excellent opportunity for you and your 

child to see what we have on offer in the Sixth Form at Bede 

Academy. There will be staff representatives from each department showcasing their subjects as well as 

representatives from five local universities to offer advice about A Level study and beyond and we look 

forward to seeing you there. 

Careers Fair Wednesday 5 February 



 

The Academy will be holding its fifth annual Careers Fair on Wednesday 5 February from 3.10pm to 

7.00pm.  The Careers Fair will give students the opportunity to meet representatives from different 

universities, employers and training providers from across the UK.  This is a fantastic opportunity for 

students and parents to find out more about the options available to students following their studies at 

KS4 or KS5.  The event is aimed at KS4 and KS5 students and their parents, but is open for anyone to 

attend.  The previous Careers Fairs have helped to inspire many of our students and have raised the 

aspirations of our learners.  We look forward to seeing you there. 

 
Holocaust Memorial 
 

Today, Year 9 students took part in the 

Holocaust Educational Trust memorial by 

watching Holocaust survivor Susan Pollack 

sharing her testimony. Susan was born in 

Hungary and was deported to Auschwitz-

Birkenau. She survived working as a slave 

labourer and was sent on a death march to 

Bergen-Belsen where she was liberated by 

British Forces on 15 April 1945. Hundreds of 

schools, organisations and individuals across 

the country watched this in order to bare 

witness to the atrocities committed during the 

Holocaust. Holocaust Memorial Day takes 

place on the 27 January every year, on the day Auschwitz-Birkenau was liberated. All KS3 classes will 

be discussing the Holocaust further in their History lessons over the next week.   

Youth Elections for Youth Parliament and Youth Cabinet 
 
On Wednesday, students in Years 7-11 were involved in the Youth Elections for youth parliament and 

youth cabinet. It was an exciting opportunity for our students to debate current issues and to become 

involved in politics. During tutor time, students spent time reading through manifestoes and deciding 

what issues were important to them to decide who they wanted to vote for. Many staff told of how well 

the students engaged with the process and how many became very involved with debate and related 

issues to their experiences or passions. It was excellent to see how well the students handled the 

complexities of voting with understanding and maturity. Well done to all involved! 

 

VEX Robotics 

 

The VEX Robotics team made their way to the 

Nissan car plant in Sunderland last Friday to 

take part in the North East regional finals. This 

was the first time any of the students had been 

to such a competition and we are up against 

some very tough schools. However, the team 

did brilliantly and narrowly missed out on the 

semi-finals by two points. The team showed 

amazing encouragement for one another as 

well as supporting other teams during 

qualifying games and helping other teams with 

strategies and tactics that ultimately meant 

putting ourselves at a disadvantage. Without a 

doubt, the highlight of the day was during the 

driver skills round, with Kaya Adenyiz finishing second overall. A special mention is also needed for 

Daisy Hamill and Jessica Maddison for supporting the Vex Robotics officials in setting up the course 



for the majority of qualification rounds.  Mr Davies, Head of Engineering, was extremely proud of every 

member of the team for their enthusiasm, politeness and humility throughout the day. We would also 

like to thank our sponsors Amcor Packaging for making the team uniform possible. We now look 

forward to learning from the experience and making a more effective robot for the next competition later 

this year.  
 

Laing Art Gallery visit for Year 12 

 

This week Year 12 students studying English Literature travelled to the 

LAING Art Gallery to take part in a series of workshops led by academics 

from Northumbria University. Students viewed a variety of art works that 

linked to the theme of Tragedy, one of the main topics of the A Level 

Literature course. From this they gained a reinforced understanding of the 

genre, from the classical legends of Ancient Greece to the minor tragedies 

existing in society at the time of the artists. In the afternoon, they focussed 

specifically on artworks relating to the poet John Keats, primarily Isabella and 

the Pot of Basil by William Holman Hunt (1866). Through this, students 

discussed the social and political contexts of the time Keats was writing as 

well as where aspects of tragedy were depicted and emphasised by the 

painting, comparing these to key extracts from the poem. Overall, the visit was 

a great success, with students getting the opportunity to work with University 

level specialists on topics that will be included in their upcoming 

examinations. The image is of the painting that was the main focus of the visit, 

Isabella, or the Pot of Basil by William Holman Hunt. 

 

Year 9 Pathways Evening  

 

Parents of students in Year 9 are reminded that the Pathways Evening will take place on Wednesday, 

5 February, from 6.00pm – 7.00pm.  This important evening is focused on the GCSE courses that will 

begin in September 2020 and we anticipate the attendance of a parent of every Year 9 student.  The 

agenda will include an explanation of the pathways process, the option choices available and how the 

Academy and parents will work together in guiding and supporting students. There will be presentations 

from each course and it will be possible to ask individual questions of Heads of Departments and Senior 

staff.  

 

Sports Roundup 

 

The Year 9/10 Netball team played against Astley High School and Bede won 27-1.  Player of the match 

was Kelly Derbyshire. Year 11 also played Astley High School and Bede lost 12-7.  Player of the match 

was Alexis Waite.  The Sixth Form Hockey team played against The Duchess High School and drew 0-

0. Player of the match was Jess Bate.  The Year 9 Hockey team played against Newcastle High School 

for Girls and lost 4-0. Player of the match was Bridget Wood. The Year 7 and 8 Rugby teams beat 

Northumberland Church of England Academy 55-15. Year 7 player of the match was Max Jacobs and 

the Year 8 player of the match was Owen Fullarton. There were some good performances by students 

in the County Cross Country Championships. Stand out performers were Jake Forrester in Minor Boys, 

Mason Taylor in Junior Boys and Phoebe Harrison in Intermediate Girls. 

Healthy Living 

The Academy aims to ensure that all students, regardless of whether they choose to bring a packed lunch 

or eat a meal prepared by the Academy, have a healthy, nutritious meal during the day which meets 

national standards. The Academy catering team offer an excellent daily menu of high quality and 

nutritious meals to students and staff. A roast dinner is served weekly as well as a varied daily selection 

of main meals. Jacket potatoes, a large selection of sandwiches, a salad bar, homemade cakes and 

biscuits, fresh whole fruit and fruit snack pots are also available.  There is also a selection of fruit juices, 



water and flavoured milk. Parents are reminded that packed lunches should not include crisps, chocolate 

or fizzy drinks. 

Support of parents 

 
We appreciate the support of parents in working with us to uphold high 

standards of behaviour at the Academy, for the benefit of all students and 

staff. At times, it is necessary to issue detentions at the end of the 

Academy day, in order to address issues relating to uniform, homework 

or conduct, and these opportunities are used to support students in getting 

things right. We appreciate that this can cause students to be leaving the 

Academy in the dark at this time of year. Please could parents ensure that, 

if this a concern, they make arrangements for students to be collected 

from the Academy or to walk home with another student. It is in their best 

interest to quickly serve the detention time owed, rather than carrying it 

forward to a new date. Detention arrangements will be articulated 

through student Study Files, or in a letter emailed home by the pastoral 

team, if it is the same day. Attempts will also be made to inform parents 

via telephone where possible too, for a same day detention. If a scheduled 

detention clashes with an external appointment, such as the dentist, please could you send the 

appointment card in with your child so that the detention can be rearranged.  Thank you for your 

support in these matters. 

 

Stay Safe 

 

Parents are reminded that all students coming to the Academy on a bicycle or scooter must wear a 

regulation helmet. Failure to do so may result in the privilege of being allowed to use a bicycle or 

scooter to be revoked. 
 

Finally, cars continue to park in and around the Academy which could prove very dangerous for 

students leaving at the end of the day, particularly during these dark mornings and nights, as well as 

for other vehicles trying to access the Academy.  For this reason, the local Police will be patrolling the 

area more frequently to prevent illegal and dangerous parking for the safety of students.   

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 Mr A Thelwell 

Principal (Secondary) 


