
25 October 2019 

 

Dear Parent 

  

The first half term of the academic year has been action packed.  It is wonderful to see how our students 

get involved in so many extra-curricular activities. Teaching and learning has been marked by real 

engagement on the students’ part. Visitors to the Academy comment on the good behaviour, focus and 

effort of the children.  No wonder we are so proud of them. We are aware that many of you will take your 

son/daughter for a haircut during the holidays.  Please can I take this opportunity to remind you that boys 

hair should be no shorter than a grade 3 and dyed hair (including eyebrows) is not permitted. 

 

An Inspector Calls 

 

Over 100 Year 11 English students are starting the half term holiday 

with a night at the Theatre Royal in Newcastle to experience J.B. 

Priestley’s multi-award-winning thriller ‘An Inspector Calls’, which 

will give students studying GCSE English an opportunity to attend a 

performance of the classic, infamous play to heighten their 

knowledge of the characters, themes and plot.  We feel it is important 

that students experience a wide variety of dramatic productions to 

deepen and enrich their understanding of the subject and we are sure 

they will enjoy the evening. 

 

Haydn’s The Creation, 

 

The Music Department will be taking a number of students to see a fantastic performance of Haydn’s The 

Creation, at The Sage Gateshead, tonight. This is a wonderful opportunity for students to sample Classical 

music at its best, and for them to broaden their own musical scopes.  

 

Hitting the Headlines 

Bede Academy hit the regional headlines this week with two 

pages in the Evening Chronicle devoted to the achievements of 

the students in the first half of a very busy Autumn Term.  The 

stories were written by the Sixth Form publication team and 

offered them an opportunity to write for a much wider audience 

than usual.  Stories included the BBC Music Day, ESF Lions 

Tour of the Lake District, Democracy Day, Modern Foreign 

Languages Day, Year 12 study visits and the tremendous 

Harvest Appeal. 

 

Christmas Shoe Box Appeal  

 

I would ask you to consider taking time during the half term holiday to fill a shoe box for the Christmas 

Shoe Box Appeal.  Over the years, students, parents and staff have given generously to this appeal and 

we hope that you can support us again to bring some joy to those in need at Christmas.   Shoe boxes have 

been distributed to every tutor group with the aim of every tutor group filling 5 shoe boxes with gifts to 

bring some happiness to people who otherwise would have very little to smile about at Christmas. All 

students have been given a ‘Shoebox Appeal 2019’ leaflet which provides information about the appeal 



and details of the types of gifts that are acceptable so please read the leaflet and help your child’s tutor 

group to achieve their target. 

 

Suggested items include: 

Shampoo 

Soap/Shower Gel 

Face Cloth 

Deodorant 

Brush/Comb 

 

Pens/Pencils 

Notepads/Colouring books 

Hats 

Gloves 

Socks 

  

We are looking forward to building this year’s shoebox wall.   The deadline for completed shoeboxes to 

be brought in to the Academy is Monday 4 November.   If you would like more information about the 

Shoebox Appeal, please visit the website www.shoeboxappeal.org.  

 

Association for Character Education’s Character Kitemark 

We have recently become one of the first schools in the country 

to be awarded the Association for Character Education’s 

Character Kitemark. We are rightly pleased to have been 

recognised as a place of learning that places primary importance 

on the development of our character (for both students and staff) 

as much as on academic excellence. This kitemark rightly 

recognises the commitment of all members of Bede Academy to 

ensuring the continued development of our core values of 

Honourable Purpose, Humility, Compassion, Integrity, 

Accountability, Courage and Determination. 

 

Cake sale raises £225.00 for ‘Dementia Friends’ 

 

During breaktime today, students in 7 Davies, with support from a number of 

Year 12 students, ran a cake sale in order to raise money for dementia 

charities.  The driving force behind the event was 7 Davies student, Lily 

Stafford. Lily explains; “I really wanted to do something for Dementia charity 

‘Dementia Friends’, as they are a great charity that support those with 

dementia, and the families that are affected.  Sadly one of my grandparents has 

suffered with dementia for a number of years and I do it for them.” Mr Davies 

explains, “Lily asked me within the first couple of weeks of term if she could organise an event to raise 

money for a dementia charity, and I was absolutely thrilled that someone aged 11 would want to do 

something for such a worthwhile cause. Lily has shown outstanding leadership and I know her parents 

must be so proud of her.  Lily wanted to do this as she has experienced the effects that Dementia can have 

on families.  I’m immensely proud of Lily and all those who helped.  Many students brought in cakes and 

so many staff and students supported the event.  At the last count, we have raised in excess of £225.00.  A 

number of students and staff have thanked Lily for her efforts as they too have reason to support this 

terrific cause.” As the remaining money trickles in, 7 Davies and Lily in particular are keen to make this 

the first of many charity fundraisers over the next few years. 

 

Harvest Appeal 

At break time on Tuesday 

students began to pack the 

Harvest Thanksgiving 

Appeal donations ready for 

delivery to The Blyth Food 

Bank. I would like to thank 

everyone who has 

generously contributed to 

this year’s appeal on behalf of The Blyth Food Bank, a local charity which relies heavily on food 

http://www.shoeboxappeal.org/


donations to continue its vital work.  It is a credit to the Bede students and wider community that such 

caring generosity is shown.  Every contribution makes a meaningful difference.   

 

VEX Robotics Training Day 

 

On Wednesday 23 October, a 

group of eight students across 

Year 9 and 10 were involved in a 

VEX Robotics training day.  The 

day comprised of students 

working alongside a North East 

ambassador for STEM and 

specifically Design and 

Technology, in honing their skills 

and abilities to programme and run robots.  Students were either developing their programming, building 

or driving skills, yet all were developing transferable skills which are so important in life and 

careers.  Student worked collaboratively and independently, solving problems which required resilience 

and determination.  The team of students are preparing for the North East Regional Finals for VEX 

Robotics, which takes place at the Nissan plant in Sunderland in late January.  The Academy would like 

to thank Mr Michael Nelson from CAD2CODE @cad2code for his expertise with our assurances that the 

students had a wonderful day, and are significantly more skilled and knowledgeable as a result. More 

images and video from the session can be seen on the Engineering Departments twitter page @BedeEng  

 

Elmer’s Farewell Weekend 

 
Elmer’s Farewell Weekend  is taking place on Saturday 9 and Sunday 10 November 2019 

at Newcastle Racecourse.  We thought you might be interested in going along to give the 

St Oswald’s Children’s Hospice herd the send-off they deserve!  Go along and say 

goodbye at a special weekend of celebration and see all big and little elephants come 

together for the final time, at a special event for the whole family (including your beloved 

pooches) to enjoy.  Leaflets with full details are available at Reception. 

 

 

12 Things to do 

 
As we approach the half term break, this is a great 

opportunity to take part in activities which broaden 

experience and enjoy some well-deserved family 

time.  This is one of the reasons we have given every 

student in the academy 12 things to do this year (these 

are printed in your child’s Study File).  We would love 

to see photos and hear about students completing these 

activities.  The activities are progressively more 

challenging as students get older, for example, Year 7 

students are encouraged to visit the Discovery 

Museum, whilst Year 11 students are encouraged to 

visit a National Museum. Most activities can be 

completed at any time of the year, but in Year 7 one of them requires autumn leaves so this half term is 

the best time to do this one.  You might want to save “swim in the North Sea” until later in the year! 
 
 

 

 

https://www.stoswaldsuk.org/elmer/whats-on/elmers-farewell-weekend/


Year 9 Autumn Assessment and Parents’ Evening 

Parents of students in Year 9 will receive their child’s Autumn Assessment today. There is a Parents’ 

Evening on the evening of Wednesday 6 November from 4.00pm - 7.00pm when parents will be able 

to meet with staff to discuss students’ progress.  All parents and students in full Academy uniform are to 

attend. 

 

Key Stage 3 Curriculum Evening - Wednesday 27 November 

 

We are looking forward to welcoming parents of years 7-9 on 27 November for opportunity to explore 

the most effective ways of supporting students during Key Stage 3.  We will be exploring how we can 

work together to grow students character and what we can do to help students achieve their personal best 

academically too.  This will be a practical session exploring some common barriers to success and we 

would like your help to identify the areas you would like to explore.  Please complete this 30 second 

survey. 

 

 
 

 

Year 11 Rehearsal Examination timetable 

 
Year 11 examinations continued this week and will run until 8 November.  Students have been given their 

revision information and the timetable can be found on the Academy website  

https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/students/examination-information/.  Please encourage your child to 

make the most of the half term holiday to revise.  The Parents’ Evening and Examination workshop will 

take place on Wednesday 4 December from 4.00pm – 7.00pm when all parents and students are to 

attend.  Year 13 Rehearsal A Level and BTEC examinations start on Tuesday 5 November and run 

until Friday 15 November.  We wish them every success 

 
GCSE English Revision Question Cards 

 

GCSE English revision question cards are now available for parents of Year 10 and 11 students to 

purchase at the price of £3.50 per pack.  Titles are: An Inspector Calls, Macbeth, Dr Jekyll & Mr Hyde 

(for sets 1-3), A Christmas Carol (sets 4-7) and Power & Conflict Poetry Anthology.   If you wish to 

purchase any of these packs, please place your order on Parent Pay before 29 November 2019.  

 

 

Sports Results 

 

The Year 7 A and B Hockey teams played the Royal Grammar School in development games. 

Players of the match were Faye Thompson and Olivia Robson.  Year 8 also played The Royal Grammar 

School and won 2-0. Player of match was Katie Fell. The Year 10 Hockey team lost 3-0 to Longridge 

Towers; player of the match was Ella James. Year 10 lost 3-0 to Kings Priory Academy, player of match 

was Eve McKenzie. The Year 9 ‘A’ and ‘B’ Netball teams played King Edwards VI School,  

Morpeth.  The ‘A’ team won 22-12, and player of the match was Eve Turner.  The B team lost 10-0 and 

player of the match was Hannah Lightburn. The Year 8 Rugby team lost to Chantry Middle School 30-0; 

player of the match was Sam Warrington.  In the Year 9 Rugby in preliminary round of the County Cup 

Bede finished in third place. Player of tournament was Riley Gray. In the Year 11 Rugby match against 

St Cuthbert’s School in the County Cup Bede won 42-33. Player of match was Vegas Liddell. The Sixth 

Form Rugby team lost 18-42 against Tyne Met College in the National Cup.  In the House Dodgeball 

tournament Oswald finished in first place with Aidan in second and Cuthbert in third place. 
 

https://bit.ly/31IToKr
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/students/examination-information/


Family Sports Event 

 

For those who would like to take part in sport at the Academy with their children, the next Mums and 

Daughters / Lads and Dads Evening will take place on Wednesday 27 November from 5.45pm -

7.00pm.  Activities will include Mini Tennis and family fitness. Further information will follow after 

the half term break.  

 
Attendance 

 

As we work together to ensure your child makes the most of all opportunities whilst at Bede Academy, I 

would ask you to support the work carried out to maintain high attendance so that they gain from the 

direct learning in classrooms as well as reduce the amount of work which they will need to catch up on 

return.  With this in mind, home visits will be carried out by members of the Pastoral team should your 

child have a consecutive day of absence.  Please remember, should you have any concerns about your 

child, to contact either your child’s tutor or a member of the pastoral team 
 

Stay Safe and be seen 

 

I would like to remind parents that when we return to the Academy to begin the winter half term, students 

should wear a dark coloured winter coat and, if necessary, a high-visibility safety waistcoat in line with 

the Academy uniform policy.  As you are aware, the Academy does not allow logos on clothing, and 

scarves, hats and gloves should also be dark with no visible logos.  These may be worn outside of the 

building but not inside, and they must always be placed inside their bag, and not carried over arms, to 

avoid any slips and trips with coats trailing on floors or staircases.  Please also ensure that all items of 

uniform are clearly named, including sports equipment and coats. 

 

Uniform Shop Holiday Hours 

 

The uniform shop will be closed as normal during half term, however it will reopen on Wednesday 6 

November at 12.30pm.  

 

ParentPay 

 

Parents are reminded of the importance of ensuring their child has money on their lunch account in 

advance to pay for their meals purchased during the Academy day. Please remember to use the ParentPay 

system to make secure payments online at any time.  You can access this service via the website 

www.parentpay.com using your login and secure password forwarded to you during the summer.  Please 

contact the Academy if you require more information about the service. 

 

Poppy Appeal 

 

As we fast approach Armistice Day, the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal will 

be launched after half term and donations can be made in the collection box at 

Reception. We are marking the centenary of the end of World War 1 in many ways 

which will culminate in a special assembly on Monday 11 November. 
 

Christmas Concert 

After the half term break tickets will be available for the Bede Academy Christmas Concert 

for parents which starts at 7.00pm on Friday 6 December.  The concert is expected to last for 

an hour and a half; choirs and musicians from across the Academy will perform a full musical 

programme to celebrate Christmas, and festive food will be served in the Refectory.  Booking 

forms are now available from your child’s tutor or from Reception.  Due to the popularity of 

this event, admission will be by ticket only so please book early to avoid disappointment. 

 

http://www.parentpay.com/


XFactor 

 

Auditions have been taking place this week for the Bede Academy XFactor competition.  The final will 

be held in December and first impressions are that competition will be really hot. 

 

Next half term will be very busy.  There will be the X factor final, the carol service, the Christmas 

activities.  We at Bede look forward to working with your children, helping them to grow and flourish 

alongside you. Finally, I trust you all have a pleasant and restful break. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

 

Mr A Thelwell 

Principal (Secondary) 

 

 

 
 

 


