
 
27 September 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

As another busy week at Bede Academy passes by I have been amazed and encouraged by all the 

opportunities our students and staff have taken to demonstrate one of our core values, that of 

Compassion as well as contributing to our local and wider community.  The generosity to others that 

has been shown by students in our Harvest Appeal supporting the Blyth Food Bank, Open Evening and 

the Macmillan Coffee Morning run by our Catering Staff.  We have also recognised the role that we can 

play contributing to our National and International community through the BBC Music Day, European 

Day of Languages as well as our forthcoming Shoe Box Appeal and the USA College Day. 

 

Harvest Appeal 

 

It is wonderful to see the table in Reception filling up with goods in response 

to the Harvest Thanksgiving appeal.  It is a credit to the Bede students and 

wider community that such caring generosity is shown.  The Blyth Food Bank 

relies heavily on food donations to continue its vital work. Therefore, every 

contribution makes a meaningful difference.  The appeal will continue until 

Wednesday 23 October, so there is plenty of time still to give.  Thank you all 

for your support. 

 

 

Shoe Box Appeal 

 

Once again the Academy will be taking part in the Shoebox Appeal in the hope 

that we bring some happiness to people who otherwise would have very little to 

smile about at Christmas. All students were given a ‘Shoebox Appeal 2019’ 

leaflet last week which will provide information about the appeal and details of 

how the shoeboxes should be prepared.  We are hoping to provide five shoeboxes 

for each tutor group, with the challenge to work together to complete them.  We 

also are going to ask that they use wrapping paper close to their house colour, so 

that we can celebrate in house assemblies our efforts together to make a difference.  We are looking 

forward to building this year’s shoebox wall.   The deadline for completed shoeboxes to be brought in 

to the Academy is Monday 4 November.   If you would like more information about the Shoebox 

Appeal, please visit the website www.shoeboxappeal.org.  

 

BBC Music Day 

 

On Thursday 26 September, Year 9 students joined with the Academy Choirs to 

celebrate BBC Music Day with a special TI Singing Lecture with Mrs Saul. The song 

for this year’s BBC Music Day, with the theme of wellbeing and Music & Dementia, 

was ‘Hey Jude’ by The Beatles. Students and staff showed great participation in singing 

the well-known Beatles hit at the top of their voices. This was all to raise awareness for 

those affected by dementia, and to inform students of the power that music can have on 

those living with the condition. The session was a great success, with many feeling 

inspired to participate in music-making as a contribution to wider society. 

 

http://www.shoeboxappeal.org/


 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

 

Bede Academy staff have been baking overnight and have set up a Macmillan 

Coffee Morning in the Staff Room with the assistance of the Refectory team.    They 

made cupcakes, brownies, scones and chocolate cakes which were on sale at break 

and lunch time. The event was inspired by Jo Nicholson in the Refectory to support 

friends and family of everyone affected by cancer. 

Proceeds will of course be donated to the Macmillan Cancer Support fund. 

 

 

Rock Solid 

 

An exciting new club is beginning on Tuesdays 

(beginning 1 October) for Years 7-10 during their 

respective lunch times.  It is called ROCK 

SOLID.  There will be games, interactive activities, 

media, short talks and discussions to help equip 

students for everyday life, based on the Christian 

faith.  If your child wants to be part of this group they 

just have to sign up at Reception, and a pass will be 

issued for the club.  There will be a limit of 35 students 

for each session. 

 
 

European Day of Languages 

 

On Thursday we celebrated the European Day of 

Languages with a competition across Key Stage 

3.  There was a real buzz of excitement as students 

tried to work out the wide range of foreign 

languages (from Welsh and Japanese to Swahili) 

spoken by the staff throughout the day. Well done and thank you to all of the staff and students who 

took part. The level of participation was very encouraging and now the marking begins. The winner is 

to be announced next week. 

 

Year 7 Open Evening 

 

It was a pleasure to welcome prospective Year 7 students and their parents into the Academy on 

Wednesday evening for our Annual Open Evening.  Year 9 Prefects conducted guided tours of the 

Academy where guests were able to see and take part in a wide range of activities from across the 

curriculum including Art, making keyrings in Engineering, playing Badminton in the PE Department 

and enjoying the music from the Music Department. One of the highlights of the evening for the largest 

number of parents ever to attend an Open Evening was food tasting and cake icing in the Food and 

Nutrition Department.  I look forward to seeing many of the students in the Academy in Year 7 in 

September 2020. 

 

Please update your records 

 

If you have not already completed and returned The Confidential Data Checking Sheet and Medical 

Information Form sent home last week, can you please complete and return it on Monday 30 September, 

to ensure that all student information held at the Academy is current. It is very important that the 

information we hold about your child is kept up to date in case of emergency. 

 

 



Year 11 Skills Fair 

 

On Wednesday 18 September, a group of Year 11 students attended the North East Skills Fair, meeting 

representatives from different employers, colleges, universities and training providers to help steer them 

toward their preferred career paths.  Students found the day to be a valuable opportunity to ask questions 

and gain an insight into their prospective futures. They were able to discuss prospective apprenticeships 

with: The Royal Navy, NHS, Virgin Money and many more.   

 

Sports Results 

 

Cuthbert and Aidan were joint winners of the House Football Competition with Oswald in second place.  

The Year 11 Rugby match against Newcastle School for Boys was won by Bede 43-10.  Player of the 

match was Coby Allen.  Bede also won the Year 8 match against Newcastle School for Boys 40-10.  

Player of that match was Josh Jones. 

 
Year 11 Rehearsal Examination timetable 

 

Year 11 examinations will begin on 17 October and run until 8 November.  Students have been given 

their revision information and the timetable can be found on the Academy website  

https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/students/examination-information/. Please encourage your child to 

make the most of the half term holiday to revise. 

 

Year 7 Meet the Tutor Evening 

 

Year 7 parents are reminded to attend the Academy’s Year 7 “Meet the Tutor” evening, on Wednesday 

16 October which will allow you to meet your child’s form tutor and discuss how well they are settling 

in. You will be allocated an appointment slot for this event, and politely request that you stick to this 

allocated time in order to avoid the unnecessary build-up of queues. It is expected that your child will 

attend this meeting with you. Please see your child’s Study File or appointment card for your allocated 

appointment. 

 

Sixth Form News 

 

AS Levels changes 

At Bede Academy, we are immensely proud of the hard work and commitment our Sixth Form students 

show to achieve their personal best. It has been encouraging also to see how well students have settled 

in to their studies this term.  

As part of our continued drive to give our students the best opportunity for success, we have come to 

the decision that as of this Academic year, we are not going to continue to offer AS Level subjects to 

our Year 12 students. This decision has been made following careful consideration, and we believe it 

has a number of advantages for our students. We believe that removal of AS Level will allow our 

students the opportunity to focus much more on their A Level studies, removing the need to end Year 

12 with a series of AS Level examinations.  

Instead, we are going to assess Year 12 each term to A Level standard; giving students more time, 

experience and opportunity to appreciate the rigours and demands of the end of Year 13 examinations. 

As parents, you will still receive termly information on your child’s progress, and there will still be a 

Year 12 report and Parents’ Evening.  See the full details on the Bede Academy website 

https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Year-12-AS-Level-to-A-Level-

Change-Letter-240919.docx 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/students/examination-information/
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Year-12-AS-Level-to-A-Level-Change-Letter-240919.docx
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Year-12-AS-Level-to-A-Level-Change-Letter-240919.docx


 

USA College Day 

 

Today 12 Year 12 students left for London to attend US-UK Fulbright Commission organised USA 

College Day, which is taking place at the ILEC Conference Centre, London. This is an exceptional 

opportunity in which over 150 top USA based colleges and universities will be in attendance and 

offering students the opportunity to discuss potential scholarships and support for USA based study.  

 

Life skills for Sixth Form 

 

Skills sessions started this week for Sixth Form students. Each week student will be taking part in 

sessions designed to enable them to develop a range of skills as they prepare to enter into the adult 

world. Life skills sessions will include finance, cooking, DIY, car maintenance and more. This is an 

excellent opportunity to increase their life skill experiences. Topics this week included basic cooking, 

ironing and washing, DIY and plumbing.  Parents are encouraged to give their Sixth Form students 

plenty of opportunities to demonstrate how effective the session was!!  

 

Sixth Form Parents Evening 

 

On the evening of Wednesday 2 October, we will be hosting a special evening for the parents and 

guardians of our new Year 12 students. Parents and guardians of our Year 12 students are invited to a 

presentation and opportunity to meet with the Sixth Form Team. This will be an opportunity to listen to 

key advice and guidance on how to best support your child in the Sixth Form. A presentation to parents 

and guardians will start at 6.00pm, following which there will be a chance to meet with individual tutors. 

Key advice about UCAS and careers will also be given, making this an invaluable evening for all.  

 

 

And finally … 

 

Stay Safe  

 

Parents are reminded that all students coming to the Academy on a bicycle or scooter must wear a 

regulation helmet. Failure to do so may result in the privilege of being allowed to use a bicycle or scooter 

to be revoked. 

 

Happy to Help 

 

Parents are reminded that they must make an appointment to meet teaching and pastoral staff. The 

pastoral team have a teaching timetable  and therefore to enable them to give the best support and help 

to parents please contact Reception to request an appointment. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Mr A Thelwell 

Principal (Secondary) 

 

 


