
 
28 February 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

 

At Bede we strive to ensure all students have every opportunity to 

achieve their personal best, whether that be through high levels of 

Academic achievement or through other experiences that enrich our 

student’s time at Bede.  This week’s newsletter celebrates just a few 

of these opportunities such as the 4x4 competition, Ski trip, Year 10 

climbing and the PTE Cube. 

 

We know that some parents and students have been concerned this 

week about the spread and associated risks of Coronavirus. No 

doubt you will have seen the information sent out to parents and 

carers on Tuesday, a copy of which is available on the Bede 

website under Letters from the Principal.  

I want to assure parents and students that we are continuing to follow Public Health guidance and will 

be posting regular updates on the Bede Academy web site, which I would encourage you to read if you 

have not already done so.  

As we shared earlier this week Public Health England has produced a helpful poster which I would ask 

you to take note of and discuss with your family.  Please click here  to view the poster. Please do not 

hesitate to contact us should you be in any way concerned about these matters. 

 

4x4 Success 

 

Mr Wadsworth and Miss Hall from the Engineering Department took two teams to the 4x4 in Schools 

Regional Heats run by Jaguar Landrover. Cruise Control (Years 10-8) are led by Adam Elliott and also 

includes Ben Gratton, Thomas Snaith, Adam Safdar and Stefan Crown. OverDrive (Year 7) are led by 

Xander Francis-Thompson and also include Alex Middleton, Taylor Ogle, Lillie-May Phillips, Ethan 

Tosney and Owen Whitehead. Both teams displayed excellent teamwork, both on the day and especially 

over the previous few weeks to overcome significant obstacles and produce a completed body shell for 

their remote controlled vehicle and additional circuitry and attachments for the professional class. Both 

teams produced eye catching pit displays and portfolios documenting their design process and gave 

confident verbal presentations to the judges. They survived a rigorous scrutineering process and managed 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/869250/Coronavirus_advice_for_educational_settings_poster.pdf


to negotiate their vehicles around a very challenging course with some very impressive driving skills on 

display, especially during the trailer tow. At the end of the day both teams emerged with a huge amount 

of credit and the following awards: 

OverDrive - Best Engineered Car in category 

OverDrive - 1st place in Entry class 

Cruise Control- Best Team Identity award  

Cruise Control - 3rd place in Professional Class 

All students were excellent ambassadors for the academy and received very high praise from the 

judges. We are hugely impressed with the way they conducted themselves and the effort and 

enthusiasm they demonstrated throughout. 

 

Climbing to the top 

 

 
 

A group of 15 Year 10 GCSE PE have been attending indoor climbing sessions at Newburn Leisure 

Centre over the last four weeks. This has been very enjoyable and rewarding for them and links closely 

with the practical elements of the course. Students have been learning various rope work and climbing 

skills. Instructors have been extremely impressed with how they have applied themselves and the 

determination they have shown. 

 

Ski Visit 

 

The 2020 skiing trip to Kronplatz, Italy was a 

fantastic experience for both students and staff 

members. All the students progressed from the 

nursery slopes to the main slopes and the 

experienced skiers (Group 1) were so fast and 

fearless! They enjoyed beautiful sunshine and 

clear blue skies for most of the week and got to 

experience a short burst of snowfall whilst on 

the slopes. In the evening they enjoyed bowling, 

ice skating, going out for ice cream and a 

presentation awards evening at the end of the 

week. In the hard work of learning to ski they also developed their skills of teamwork, resilience and 

independence.   

 



The Cube 

 

On Tuesday 25 February, the Cube arrived at 

Bede.  This was set up in the Sports Hall and 

from the outside looked like a strange, nomadic 

steel framed tent.  It was entered by a curtain 

door and once inside the students entered a 

world of video, sound and activities to help 

them consider some of the issues of life.  The 

students involved ranged from Years 7 to 

10.  The Cube was part of PTE at Bede for the 

day.  The interactive, multimedia experience 

helped students consider particularly the 

themes of ‘Justice’ and ‘Love’.   The Cube is 

touring schools throughout the country, and we 

were delighted that we were able to have the opportunity at Bede to take part in this activity.  The 

feedback from students was excellent with comments such as: “It was really good.”  “I wish all our 

lessons were like that.”  “It helped you think about things in an easy way.” 

 

Academy Publications 

 
 

The 2018-2019 Bede Academy Yearbook is now available on the Academy website and 

can be accessed here https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2020/02/BEDE-ACADEMY-YEARBOOK-2019_digital-version-

web.pdf 

The Year book is a record of all the amazing activities and achievement from last year 

including lots of supporting photographs…. Look closely to see if you can spot your 

child! 
 

The latest publication of the Bede Chronicle can also be found on the Academy 

website, and I am sure you will enjoy reading about the many exciting and varied 

activities in which students across the whole Academy have been involved in this 

year so far. https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/02/BEDE-CHRONICLE-FEB-2020.pdf 
 
 

 

 

23rd Annual World Book Day 

 

Thursday 5 March will see the 23rd annual World Book Day; an annual event which is 

marked in over 100 countries around the world.  Here at Bede Academy we are constantly 

striving to encourage our students to read a wide and varied range of books, so we will be 

starting our World Book Day celebrations with ‘Blind Date with a Book’, an activity which 

encourages students to try something they’ve never read, before writing a review for a 

fellow student.  There will be lots of quizzes to test students’ book knowledge as well as 

the ever-popular design a bookmark competition. For the third year running Bede North will invite tutor 

groups to decorate their tutor room doors as a book cover, with prizes for the top three doors.  Entries 

over the last two years have been outstanding, so we’re very much looking forward to seeing what 

designs 2020 brings. 
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Rock Solid 

 

Students have the opportunity during lunch times on Tuesday (Years 7 and 8 lesson 4) and (Years 9 and 

10 lesson 5) to ask ‘ultimate questions’.  The Rock Solid Club is an opportunity for some fun, some 

challenges, and some discussion on the kind of questions we all have about life.  Joining the club is easy 

by signing up at reception.  A pass will then be issued to allow the student to attend the group during 

DEAR time, and lunch will take place towards the end of the session. 

 

House Sports Update 

 

House Rugby took place in the final week before half term and was as keenly contested as ever. The poor 

weather did not dampen the spirits of the boys who showed real determination and worked hard for their 

houses. The Year 7 competition was the undoubted highlight of the week and started with a very close 

game between Aidan and Cuthbert, with Kai Ditchburn (Cuthbert) scoring the winning try with the last 

play of the game. The Oswald team then entered the fray and were too strong for all opponents with Jake 

Forrseter (Oswald) proving very difficult to stop when he got the ball in hand. Supported by the strong 

tackling from Ashton Glover and Isaac O’Shea (both Oswald) they ran out comfortable winners in that 

age group. In Year 8 Josef Pennington (Cuthbert) stood out for his tackling ably supported by Joseph 

Leonard (Cuthbert). Ryan Owen (Oswald) was direct and purposeful in his running and helped himself 

to several tries. In Year 10 the varied offloads from Ethan Pattison (Cuthbert) were a joy to watch and 

helped set up Alex Robinson (Oswald) for some great forward runs. Scott Frazer (Aidan) was a great 

line of defence for his time and made lots of great last ditch try saving tackles. 

 

Overall results 

 

First Cuthbert 

Second Oswald 

Third Aidan 

 
Sixth Form Parents Evening 

 

Sixth Form parents will have an opportunity to meet with tutors and teachers at the Parents’ Evening on 

Wednesday 25 March to discuss their child’s progress following the trial examinations so please make a 

note of the date in your diary.  All students must attend. 

 

Year 11 Trial Examinations 

 

Year 11 students began their trial examinations this week and they continue until Wednesday 11 March.  

Please encourage your child to check with their teachers if they feel they need further support and guidance 

during this important time for their studies.   

 

Academy Expectations 

 

May I remind parents of some expectations in relation to the presentation of students.  Please ensure 

that hair is in accordance with Academy policy: hair must be its natural colour and the basic principle 

with regard to hairstyles is that the style is neat, tidy and sensible. Students who dye their hair will face 

sanctions which will start with pastoral detentions and time spent in the Learning Centre and could lead 

to possible suspension for persistent offenders.  If hair dye is a non-natural colour or is too extreme in 

any other way then students will remain in the Learning Centre until it is rectified. Parents will of course 

be kept informed of any sanctions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PE Uniform  

 

We will be launching the new Black/Green Polo Shirt in June, ready for use from September 2020 

onwards.  The new optional “Midlayer” was introduced during Autumn 2019 for use during the colder 

months.  This has been an extremely popular item with stock available from the Uniform Shop. Several 

parents have asked for clarification as to when the current PE Uniform (white Polo Shirt, Green/White 

Rugby Shirt, Black Hoody) may be used until.  The 2020/21 academic year will be a transitional year 

for PE Uniform to recognise that parents may wish to keep using items that may have been purchased 

recently.  We hope the attached information leaflet will be useful.   

 

And finally 

 

Over 50 Year 7 students left the Academy today on the Year 7 Hockey and Rugby tour to the Lake 

District to the South Lakes to play Sedbergh School and then Austin Friars School. The students have 

greatly valued the experience of training and playing in competitive matches so far this academic year 

and we are encouraging students to broaden their horizons and develop their skills further. We look 

forward to hearing all about it on their return. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr A Thelwell 

Principal (Secondary) 

 

 

 

 
 


