
   4 October 2019 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

In today’s assembly Mr Williams challenged the Academy to live up to our values of Courage and 

Determination.  Our students show these values in so many ways, not least through their commitment 

to sport and our extracurricular programmes.  You will see many examples of students showing 

determination to participate in our community life.  Can I take this opportunity to thank you as parents 

and carers for the support and encouragement you provide day in day out.  I hope you enjoy reading this 

newsletter.   

 

ESF Lions Tour 

 

Nine boys have been selected to represent the Academy in the 24-man Emmanuel Schools Foundation 

Lions Rugby squad. Ben Anderson, Joseph Carr, Reuben Cook, Vegas Liddell, Izaak Little, Adam 

Turnbull, Ethan Alia, Coby Allen and Joshua Hewison will travel to the Lake District on Thursday 

where they will face stiff opposition from some of the best schools that the region has to offer.  A full 

report will be given on their return. 

 

Ski Visit 2020 

 

40 students are heading to the Kronplatz ski area in Italy on Friday 14 February for a week of skiing.  

By way of preparation they went to the artificial snow slope at Silksworth Sports Complex in Sunderland 

last night to help improve their balance and confidence and learn how to move more freely on skis . Our 

experience from previous years is that where students have had regular lessons and managed to master 

some basic skills prior to departure, they are able to quickly adapt to the local area and rapidly progress 

on to the higher and more demanding pistes.  This greatly enhances their overall skiing experience, 

making the visit even more memorable.  There is another visit planned for later this month. 

 

Sports Results 

 

Oswald were the winners of the House Hockey competition with Aidan finishing in second place and 

Cuthbert in third place.  The Years 7, 8 and 9 Hockey teams played Dame Allans School and Year 7 

lost 3-0; player of the match was Katie Dixon. Year 8 also lost 3-0 with Jasmin Moody player of the 

match and Bridget Wood was player of the Year 9 match which Bede lost 4-0.  The Year 9,10 and 11 

Netball teams played Queen Elizabeth High School and Bede Year 9 won 23-1 with Jayci Barclay 

player of the match.  Year 10 lost 24-10 with Izzy Richards player of the match and Holly Knox was 

player of the Year 11 match which Bede lost 20-6.  Bede Rugby teams played Austin Friars and Year 

7 drew 30-30 with Josh Jones player of the match.  Year 10 lost 22-44 with Scott Frazer player of the 

match and Year 11 lost 35-42 with Christopher Snowdon named as player of the match.  There were 

some good performances from Year 8 students at the Emmanuel Cross Country Competition.  Mason 

Taylor was top runner for boys and Jasmin Moody top runner for the girls. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Permission for Extracurricular Activities 2019-2020 

 

At Bede Academy we run a very comprehensive extra-curricular programme and we are required for 

insurance purposes to secure your permission for your child to take part in any extracurricular sport they 

may undertake during their time at Bede Academy.  There may also be times during the Academy day 

that your child leaves the site, eg visits to sporting events or to participate in tournaments.  I would 

therefore ask that you read the attached information carefully and give your permission via your 

ParentPay account.  Students will be unable to take part in any extracurricular activities unless your 

permission is received.  If you have any concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Mr McAree, Director 

of Sport. 

 

Rock Solid 

An exciting new club is beginning on Tuesdays 

(beginning 8 October) for Years 7-10 during their 

respective lunch times.  It is called ROCK 

SOLID.  There will be games, interactive activities, 

media, short talks and discussions to help equip 

students for everyday life, based on the Christian 

faith.  If your child wants to be part of this group 

they just have to sign up at Reception, and a pass will 

be issued for the club.  There will be a limit of 35 

students for each session. 

 

Year 11 Rehearsal Examination timetable 

 

Year 11 examinations will begin on 17 October and run until 8 November.  Students have been given 

their revision information and the timetable can be found on the Academy website  

https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/students/examination-information/. Please encourage your child to 

make the most of the half term holiday to revise.  The Parents’ Evening and Examination workshop will 

take place on Wednesday 4 December from 4.00pm – 7.00pm when all parents and students are to 

attend. 

 

Shoe Box Appeal 

 

Once again, the Academy will be taking part in the Shoebox Appeal in the hope that 

we bring some happiness to people who otherwise would have very little to smile 

about at Christmas. All students were given a ‘Shoebox Appeal 2019’ leaflet last 

week which will provide information about the appeal and details of how the 

shoeboxes should be prepared.  We are hoping to provide five shoeboxes for each 

tutor group, with the challenge to work together to complete them.  We also are 

going to ask that they use wrapping paper close to their house colour, so that we can 

celebrate in house assemblies our efforts together to make a difference.  We are looking forward to 

building this year’s shoebox wall.   The deadline for completed shoeboxes to be brought in to the 

Academy is Monday 4 November.   If you would like more information about the Shoebox Appeal, 

please visit the website www.shoeboxappeal.org.  

 

Harvest Appeal 

It is wonderful to see the table in Reception filling up with goods 

in response to the Harvest Thanksgiving appeal.  It is a credit to 

the Bede students and wider community that such caring 

generosity is shown.  The Blyth Food Bank relies heavily on 

food donations to continue its vital work. Therefore, every 

contribution makes a meaningful difference.  The appeal will 

continue until Wednesday 23 October, so there is plenty of time 

still to give.  Thank you all for your support. 

https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/students/examination-information/
http://www.shoeboxappeal.org/


 

 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

 

Bede Academy staff raised £245.40 for Macmillan Cancer Support 

from a coffee morning in the Staff Room last Friday.  Mr Birdsall 

made a Bede cake which was donated to the residents of the Flexible 

Support Option provision in Blyth. FSO offer support to anyone 

who has an identified support need relating to a learning disability, 

mental health issues, forensic histories, physical disability, sensory 

disability, autism, aspergers syndrome, behavioural challenges, 

acquired brain injury or other complex care or support need. The 

event was inspired by Jo Nicholson in the Refectory to support 

friends and family of everyone affected by cancer.  

 

 

 

 

Year 7 Meet the Tutor Evening 

 

Year 7 parents are reminded to attend the Academy’s Year 7 “Meet the Tutor” evening, on Wednesday 

16 October which will allow you to meet your child’s form tutor and discuss how well they are settling 

in. You will be allocated an appointment slot for this event, and politely request that you stick to this 

allocated time in order to avoid the unnecessary build-up of queues. It is expected that your child will 

attend this meeting with you. Please see your child’s Study File or appointment card for your allocated 

appointment. 

 

 

Sixth Form News 

 

USA College Day 2019 

 

On Friday 15 students from Bede Academy and 

Emmanuel College visited the USA College Day in 

London, organised by the US-UK Fulbright 

Commission. At the event, students had the opportunity 

to speak to 170 American universities about studying for 

a degree in the US, as well as attend seminars on sports 

scholarships and finance. Students also visited the 

Natural History Museum en route, getting to see 

artefacts and fossils, and experiencing the ‘earthquake 

simulator’. It is hoped that the success of the day will 

make this an annual event in the EFS calendar. The students conducted themselves extremely well, were 

very engaged in the event and discussed with excitement the possibility of studying abroad.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Mr A Thelwell 

Principal (Secondary) 


