
 

 
6 December 2019 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

At Bede we have set ourselves three priorities.  These are Excellence in Character, Excellence in 

Curriculum and Excellence in our Community.  Over the last week there has been a range of ways we 

have sought to engage with all members of our Community whether this has been through our Year 11 

Parents’ Evening, the Christmas Concert, the Cantata Choir visits and our Key Stage 3 parents’ event.  

Please take a moment to read the strategies that parents shared with each other to help encourage children 

to read and manage screen time. 

 

Key Stage 3 Parents’ Event   

 

It was a pleasure to welcome Year 7, 8 and 9 parents into the academy on Wednesday 27 November to 

discuss how we can work together to help students achieve their full potential.  We looked at a range of 

ways that students can get involved in the wider life of the academy and shared practical strategies for 

revision.  We also spent time discussing how we can work together to help foster a love of reading and 

to help students manage their screen time. One family said: “We have loved how we got the chance to 

discuss practical strategies to things we all know are difficult to manage, and we will be trying out new 

things when we get home”. Here are some of the strategies parents discussed and which are used 

regularly with success: 

 

 

Half price Book Fair  

The library will be hosting a half price Book Fair from Monday 9 

to Friday 13 December.  Provided by Scholastic and with over 200 

titles starting from only £1.49 to browse through, there’s sure to be 

something for everyone to enjoy.  The fair will be open to students 

during the Academy day: from 8.00am until 8.25am, at break and 

lunch times, and then from 3.10pm until 5.00pm Monday to 

Thursday for parents and younger siblings to come along too.  Book 

fairs are a fantastic way to earn books for the Academy, as the more 

books sold, the more free books we will receive.  We look forward to welcoming you into our library. 

Encouraging reading Managing Screen Time 

Ask about what children are reading and 

discuss this with them regularly. 

Charge phones downstairs overnight to avoid 

distraction at bedtime. 

Find books of interest (they can request any 

title from the library and Mrs Watson may 

be able to buy it) 

Use www.internetmatters.org  or similar websites to 

know what the dangers are.  Discuss these with your 

child. 

Role model reading and read with your 

child. 

Use an app (such as Screentime) to manage number 

of hours children have access to internet. 

Listen to your child read, even the older 

students can appreciate this. 

Turn the WiFi off at particular times of the day. 

Set routines and time limits (or target 

number of pages) to keep motivation up. 

This can be linked to a small reward. 

Use screen time as a reward. 

Make full use of Accelerated Reader for 

motivation 

Do other things together to avoid over reliance on 

social media. 

http://www.internetmatters.org/


Christmas Concert 

 

The Bede Academy Christmas Concert took place on Friday evening when over 200 

parents and students were entertained by a full musical programme to celebrate 

Christmas and enjoyed festive food in the Refectory.  There were performances from a 

range of ensembles, including the Orchestra, Guitar Club, Folk Band, Drum Club, a 

Violin Quartet, Academy Voices, and the Cantata Choir. Alongside these ensembles 

were a number of fantastic solo performances, featuring Anya Aisbitt singing ‘Rockin’ 

Around the Christmas Tree’, Nathaniel Allan performing a relentless drum solo, and 

Reanna Willis performing ‘Somewhere Only We Know’ on the flute with the John Lewis advert playing 

on screen behind her. A brilliant night – huge congratulations to all involved, and many thanks to all of 

the staff who helped make the evening possible. 

Cantata Choir at Christmas  

On Thursday 5 December, the Cantata 

Choir began the first of its festive events at 

The Oaks Care Home, where they sang an 

array of Christmas carols to the residents and 

staff. This was a wonderful opportunity for 

students to serve others by sharing the 

Christmas spirit within the community. 

Today the Music Department have been 

preparing for its Christmas Concert 

tonight, with a variety of performances 

taking to the stage. This will include the 

Academy Orchestra, Jazz Band, Academy 

Voices, Folk Band, Cantata Choir, Guitar 

Club, and some fantastic instrumental and 

vocal soloists. We hope to see you there! 

 

Sixth Form Bowling 

 

80 Sixth Form students 

enjoyed an evening of 

bowling last week. Students 

had a great time and there 

was an element of 

competition especially from 

the staff. The students 

enjoyed food served on the 

lanes and were in the festive 

spirit with the Santa hats 

provided. We look forward to the next Sixth Form social event.  

 

Christmas Lunch 

 

On Wednesday 11 December, students will have the opportunity to enjoy a superb 

Christmas lunch prepared by Bede’s excellent catering team. From experience 

we know that this is very popular with students so please ensure your child’s 

lunch account is in credit.   The Academy’s annual Carol Service will take place 

on the afternoon of Wednesday 18 December. 
 

 

 

 

 



Year 11 Parents’ Evening and Revision 2020 Programme 

 

On Wednesday, Year 11 parents and their children met with teachers to discuss the recent examinations 

and progress made so far this year for their GCSEs.  There is still much to do for many students if they 

are going to hit the targets they have set for themselves.  They all have ongoing revision programmes 

that are co-ordinated by Mrs Butler to ensure each student is successful this coming summer. 

 

Sixth Form Open Evening 

 

Parents of students in Year 11 will be aware that the next few months are very important for your 

child’s   future in terms of examinations, but this time is also crucial in terms of planning the next 

stage of their education.  With this in mind, I would like to take this opportunity to invite you to the 

Bede Academy Sixth Form Open Evening on Wednesday 29 January 2020 from 6.00pm to 

8.00pm. This event is an excellent opportunity for you and your child to see what we have on offer in 

the Sixth Form at Bede Academy. There will be staff representatives from each department 

showcasing their subjects as well as representatives from five local universities to offer advice about A 

Level study and beyond and we look forward to seeing you there. 

Lost Property 

 

There will be an opportunity for lost property collection next Thursday 12 December. All lost property 

will be laid out in the dance studio for students to come and check for anything they have lost this half 

term. They will be allowed to check in the Dance studio at the end of the school day on Thursday. 

Anything not claimed will be disposed of that weekend to charity etc. 

Sports Results  

 

There were top performances at the area Cross Country trials for Year 7 boys with Jake Forester in 3rd 

place, Ashton Glover in 9th place and James Towers in 12th place.  The Year 7 boys finished second in 

the team event.  Mason Taylor was 9th and Ryan Dixon was 13th in the Year 8 and 9 Boys event.  In 

the Girl’s Junior event, Ruth Hunter Barnes came 10th and Jasmine Moody was 19th. In the Girl’s 

Senior event, Phoebe Harrison came 7th and Katelyn Willshire was 15th.  The Sixth Form Football team 

played Kings Priory Academy and Bede won 2-1. Player of the match Ben Davison. 

Parking at the start and end of the Academy Day 

 

Can I please ask parents to respect the five minute walking zone around the Academy and not drive into 

the Avenues or Newlands Road to drop off and pick up students.  Please use Plessey Road for this 

purpose.  For those students cycling to the Academy, they must dismount and cross Plessey Road on 

foot.  For their own safety, if students do not wear a helmet and follow basic safety procedures they will 

not be allowed to cycle to the Academy. 

Medical Appointments 

 

Whilst we appreciate it is not always possible to arrange medical appointments outside the Academy 

day, it would help us enormously to know, as far in advance as possible, if your child will be arriving 

late or leaving the Academy during the Academy day for a pre-arranged medical appointment.  May I 

also take this opportunity to remind you that students should not have their mobile phones on in the 

Academy at all.  All contact home needs to be made from Reception or the Pastoral Department. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr A Thelwell 

Principal (Secondary) 


