
 
6 March 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Two of our core values are Honourable Purpose (seeking to do 

good to others) and Compassion. Both of these have been 

exemplified by one of our many outstanding students, Gary Laidler, 

in Year 9.  Please take a moment to read about the ‘Kindness Cards’ 

initiative that Gary has launched at Bede Academy.  

As understandable concerns persist around the spread of the 

Coronavirus we have provided more advice and guidance for 

parents and carers on our website 

https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/parents/letters-from-the-
principal/ 
 

 

 

 

 

Kindness Cards 

 

A Bede Academy student has come up with a brilliant idea to support 

other students.  This has been totally his own initiative. One Friday 

evening, when walking home from school, he thought, “Next week I 

am going to give other students cards to encourage them.”  Gary 

Laidler, of Year 9, has also given cards out to teachers, who have also 

been encouraged by them.  When asked what motivated him he said: 

“I wanted to show some positivity, to show other students that there 

is something positive to think about.”  He added that he wanted to 

‘make the school a better place.’ We are going to publish the cards on 

the website and Gary is planning to publish more of them on different 

themes, such as encouraging those who become anxious not to worry 

and to ‘stay calm.’ Gary is certainly leading by example.  A big focus 

at Bede Academy is that students become ‘student leaders.’  This is 

very much a focus in the Sixth Form where students are all expected 

to support others through mentoring, prefectship and the list goes on. 

 

 

Year 7 Hockey and Rugby Weekend 

 

51 Year 7 Bede Academy and Christ College students and 

several PE staff attended the Hockey and Rugby tour to 

the Lake District last weekend. The weather was not 

looking good as we travelled through snow storms on the 

way to Sedbergh School; we were slightly apprehensive 

that the game could be cancelled.  However, Sedbergh and 

Bede Academy are made of strong sporting ethics and the 

games were played as scheduled.  The Rugby match was 

https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/parents/letters-from-the-principal/
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/parents/letters-from-the-principal/


a particularly tough game, with many of the Sedbergh students likely to be future England Rugby 

players.  In  Hockey, the A team demonstrated excellent skills and managed to score a goal resulting in 

a 4-1 defeat for Bede.   

That night we had an excellent dinner at Pizza Express, all students displayed impeccable table manners, 

with many members of the public complimenting the group.  Later we had a presentation evening and 

were entertained by Year 7 student’s best jokes and singing!  Unfortunately, the games at Austin Friars 

were postponed due to flooded pitches;  but never fear, a visit to the cinema in Carlisle was organised 

as our morning entertainment instead and everyone enjoyed the private cinema setting.  A fabulous 

experience for our up and coming Hockey and Rugby stars of the future.  They look like a force to be 

reckoned with! 

 

World Book Day 

 

Last week we celebrated World 

Book Day, an annual event which is 

marked in over 100 countries 

worldwide.  Here at Bede Academy 

we are constantly striving to 

encourage our students to read a 

wide and varied range of books, so 

we started our celebrations with 

‘Book Speed Dating’ library 

sessions with some of our Year 7 

and 8 classes, where students shared their love of their favourite book with their 

classmates in the hope that it would encourage them to check that book out for themselves.  It was 

wonderful to see the students take up this challenge with such 

enthusiasm and talk so passionately about their favourite 

books.  The library also ran a ‘Blind Date with a Book’ 

activity.  Books were wrapped in brown paper to hide the 

covers then part of the blur, or a review about the book, was 

written on a tag; students were then encouraged to choose a 

book solely on the information on the tag, therefore trying 

something they may never have thought to pick up 

before.  There was also the ever-popular design a bookmark 

competition.  The joint winners were Freja Lingwood in 8 

Haley and Abigail Cornell in 8 Clarkson they each win a book token to spend at the forthcoming book 

fair.  And finally, for the third year running Bede North invited tutor groups to decorate their tutor room 

doors as a book cover, with prizes for the top three doors.  The winners were announced during Monday 

morning’s assembly. 

 

 

Annual Book Fair 

 

Week beginning 23 March will see our annual book fair being held in the library.  The fair provided 

by Scholastics is always massive hit with students, there will be a wide selection of titles available to 

buy, and students can use their £1 World Book Day tokens towards the cost of their chosen 

book.  Students will have the opportunity during the Academy day to visit the library to browse and 

purchase new books.  The fair will remain open until 5.00pm Monday-Thursday, to give parents and 

younger siblings the opportunity to come and see the fantastic range of books on offer.  Scholastics 

provide a Book Fair Gift Voucher service where parents can purchase gift vouchers online for their 

children to use at the fair rather than carrying cash.  For more information on Scholastic book fairs, or 

to purchase a gift voucher, please visit www.bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk.  Book Fairs are a fantastic way 

to earn books for the Academy, as the more books sold, the more free books we will receive.   We look 

forward to welcoming you into our library. 

 

 

http://www.bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/


 

 

 

Spring Fundraiser concert 

 

On Friday 27 March, the Music Department will be hosting a Spring 

Fundraiser concert in aid of the Sixth Formers’ annual visit to complete charity 

work in Nokuphila, South Africa, this July. The concert at Bede North will be 

themed ‘Around the World’, and feature a variety of musical acts from both 

Bede North and Bede South. Tickets cost £3.00 for adults and £2.00 for 

concessions, with all proceeds going towards the Nokuphila fund. We also plan 

to have some fundraising stalls and activities taking place during the interval.   

Booking forms are available from tutors and Reception and will be added 

to your ParentPay account on receipt of your booking form. 

 

Formal Examinations  

 

Parents of students in Years 11, 12 and 13 are reminded that formal examinations for students in Year 

11 will begin on Monday 11 May and will run through until Wednesday 24 June. Year 12 and 13 formal 

examinations will also begin on 11 May and run through until Wednesday 24 June 2020. 

 

Students taking GCSEs, BTECs or A levels this year should be available from the date of their first 

exam up to and including Wednesday 24 June 2020. This is in case one of their exams has to be 

rearranged because of major regional or national disruption. The examination boards have set aside 

Wednesday 24 June 2020 as a contingency day, in the event they have to make an essential change to 

the exam timetable that cannot be accommodated earlier. However, a postponed exam could be arranged 

for any day in the exam period. This decision is not a school decision and applies to all students in all 

schools. Please make a note now that you must be available to sit examinations until, and on, this date. 

Holidays or other commitments for Year 11, Year 12 and Year 13 students should not be booked until 

after Wednesday 24 June 2020. 

 

Sports Update 

 

The Year 8 boys Rugby team took part in the Newcastle School for Boys 7’s Tournament at Northern 

Rugby Club and won the Vase Competition defeating Choristers and Kings Priory in their final group. 

Player of the tournament was the Captain Felix Halsius who was presented with the trophy in Assembly 

on Monday. The Year 9 Netball team played The Duchess High School and Bede won 15-5.  Player of 

the match was Eve Turner.  The Year 10 team also played The Duchess High School and Bede lost 13-

12.  Player of the match was Katelyn Wilshire. The Sixth Form Football team went out of County Cup 

due to a late goal by St Benet Biscop in a 2-1 defeat for Bede. Player of the match- Mikael Pussepp. 

 

The Year 9 Netball team played St Benet Biscop at home and Bede won 21-2.  Player of the match was 

Jayci Barclay. The Year 10 team also played St Benet Biscop; they won 13-6.  Player of the match was 

Izzy Richards. The Year 8 team played Whytrig Middle School at home and Bede won 18-0.  Player of 

the match was Katie Fell.  In the Year 7 match against Whytrig Middle School at home Bede won 20-

1.  Player of the match was Katie Dixon. 

 

The Year 9 Football team played Dame Allan’ High School.  Bede won 2-1.  Player of the match was 

Owen Elliott. The Year 9 team also played Kings Priory and won 2-1.  Player of the match was John 

Adams. The Year 10 Football team played Dame Allan’s High School and Bede won 2-1 again!  Player 

of the match was Liam Stokoe. The Year 8 Rugby team beat North Gosforth Academy 8 tries to 5. 

Joseph Pennington was player of the match. Year 9 Rugby came third overall in the County Tournament.  

Player of the tournament was Leon Chahal. Owen Owen came in second in the North East Rowing 

Championships at Durham University. 

 

 



Peripatetic Music Lessons 

 

We have been delighted with the number of students receiving instrumental and vocal tuition since 

September, and have been very impressed with the enthusiasm in which students are engaging with 

these peripatetic lessons. We are now taking applications for Peripatetic Music lessons for Summer 

2020 so if you would like your child to receive lessons, please ask for a letter and booking form at 

Reception. 

 

News from the Sixth Form 
 

Year 12 History students research the Black Death 

 

This week Bede A Level History 

students saw for themselves how, while 

so much changes with the passage of 

time, much in human nature remains 

the same.  Some of our students, who 

are considering History for further 

study, attended a university seminar at 

Durham, one of the country’s leading 

History departments.  The topic under 

scrutiny was the Black Death and 

Professor Alex Brown led discussion 

on the major questions of what the 

Black Death actually was, how 

Medieval people understood what they 

were experiencing, and its social and 

psychological effects.  The students 

used original source material to analyse these debates and formed their own interpretations.  It was a 

gripping topic and it illuminated how fear and blame are so often the human response to situations we 

do not fully understand.  We were proud, as always of our students’ participation and conduct.  We also 

believe that they benefitted enormously in terms of the historical skills, their preparation for university, 

and their understanding of how people have behaved, and behave still, in the face of forces beyond 

them.  A fascinating and challenging afternoon! 

 

 

Sixth Form Survival Skills 

 

Sixth Form students took on the challenge of some outdoor survival 

skills on a fortunately bright and clear day last Thursday. Outside of 

Trinity House students were encouraged to take part in some basic 

survival skills. Basic requirements of food, shelter and water were 

addressed in a number of hands-on scenarios and example 

equipment. These included building a fire pit safely, and how to start 

and extinguish a fire with minimal environmental impact. Students 

were invited to try out some campfire cooking, with the option of 

tasting their efforts, and get involved in trying out shelter methods, 

insulating themselves from the elements with the use of a group 

shelter. It was a very enjoyable session as they rose to the challenge 

as they participated with great enthusiasm and interest. 

 
Year 12 UCAS Invitation  

 

Parents of students in Year 12 will shortly be receiving a letter inviting them to attend an information 

evening on Wednesday 22 April about the UCAS process for applying to universities. At this stage 



we encourage all Year 12 students to give serious consideration to applying to university and the purpose 

of this evening is to kick start the process so that you can help them, and be aware of how the process 

works. I urge you to put this date in your diary now. 

 

Sixth Form Parents Evening 

 

Parents of students in Year 12 will receive their Termly Assessment on Friday 20 March and Year 13 

Parents will receive the Second Rehearsal Examination Data.  The Parents’ Evening for Year 12 and 

Year 13 will take place on Wednesday 25 March from 4.00pm – 7.00pm and all students and parents 

are to attend. 

 

Period poverty  

 

Period poverty affects many girls in today’s society preventing them from attending school. If this 

affects you, please contact the Welfare Team and we will make sure you are provided with sanitary 

products.  

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr A Thelwell 

Principal (Secondary) 


