
 
 

8 November 2019 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

As you will know from my letter of 5 November we shared the sad news of the death of Ellen Raffell, 

one of our Year 11 students.  Over the week students and staff have been able to remember her life.  I 

am both proud and humbled to say that the entire community has responded with compassion and 

dignity.  Thank you. 

 

Armistice Day  
As we fast approach Armistice Day, Poppies are available at Reception. 

If students are a member of Army, Navy, Sea or Air Cadets, Police Cadets, Scouts 

or Guides, St John Ambulance or similar, then they may wear their service 

uniform on Monday 11 November.  This must be the full uniform.  If the uniform 

does not include formal trousers or shoes, then normal Academy trousers and 

shoes must be worn. 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Shoe Box Appeal  

 

We are pleased to see the Christmas Shoe Boxes starting to come into the Academy. 

Over the years, students, parents and staff have given generously to the Christmas 

Shoe Box Appeal and we hope that you can support us again to bring some joy to 

those in need at Christmas.  Full details have been sent home regarding items to be 

included in a shoe box and they will also be available from Reception.   The deadline 

for completed shoeboxes to be brought in to the Academy is Thursday 14 November.  
Shoe boxes have been distributed to every tutor group with the aim of every tutor 

group filling 5 shoe boxes with gifts to bring some happiness to people who 

otherwise would have very little to smile about at Christmas. All students have been 

given a ‘Shoebox Appeal 2019’ leaflet which provides information about the appeal 

and details of the types of gifts that are acceptable so please read the leaflet and help 

your child’s tutor group to achieve their target. 

 

Suggested items include: 

Shampoo Pens/Pencils 

Notepads/Colouring books 

Hats 

Gloves 

Socks 

Soap/Shower Gel 

Face Cloth 

Deodorant 

Brush/Comb 

 

 

We are looking forward to building this year’s shoebox wall.   The deadline for completed shoeboxes to 

be brought in to the Academy is Thursday 14 November.   If you would like more information about the 

Shoebox Appeal, please visit the website www.shoeboxappeal.org.  

 

http://www.shoeboxappeal.org/


 

Cantata Choir and GCSE Music visit Sage Gateshead 

 

On Friday 25 October, a selection of students from the Cantata Choir and 

GCSE Music cohort spent the evening at the prestigious Sage Gateshead 

to hear a performance of Haydn’s Creation by the Royal Northern 

Sinfonia. This was a particularly special performance, as our very own 

Sixth Former, Joanna Swainston, was performing on stage as a member 

of the Quay Voices Chorus, who accompanied the soloists. An 

exceptional evening, and a great way to finish the half term! 

 

 

Christmas Concert 

Tickets are now available for the Bede Academy Christmas Concert for parents which 

starts at 7.00pm on Friday 6 December.  The concert is expected to last for an hour and a 

half; choirs and musicians from across the Academy will perform a full musical programme 

to celebrate Christmas, and festive food will be served in the Refectory.  Booking forms 

are now available from your child’s tutor or from Reception.  Due to the popularity of this 

event, admission will be by ticket only so please book early to avoid disappointment. 

 

Rehearsal Examinations 

 

The Year 11 rehearsal examinations finished today and I trust that their thorough revision and 

preparation will be rewarded with good results.  Papers are currently being marked and the details of the 

results will be distributed on Friday 29 November.  As mentioned last week, the forthcoming Parents’ 

Evening and Examination Workshop for Year 11 students and their parents will take place on 

Wednesday 4 December and you may wish to note this important date in your diary.  Year 13 Rehearsal 

A Level and BTEC examinations started on Tuesday 5 November and run until Friday 15 November.  

We wish them every success. 

 

Year 11 Work Experience 

 

Following the Rehearsal examinations Year 11 students are now looking forward to their work 

experience week from Monday 11 November until Friday 15 November. The experience will introduce 

students to some of the realities of employment in a workplace environment.  I wish all those students 

involved the very best as they venture out into the exciting world of business.   

 

Key Stage 3 Parents’ Event  

We are looking forward to welcoming parents of Key Stage 3 students to the Academy on Wednesday 

27 November 6.00pm – 7.00pm, for an opportunity to explore the most effectives ways of supporting 

Year 7, 8 and 9 students during their time at the Academy.  We will be exploring how we can work 

together to grow students’ character and what we can do to help students achieve their personal best 

academically too.  The format of this evening will be significantly different from previous curriculum 

events and we would love to see as many of you there as possible.  This will be a practical session 

exploring some common barriers to success and we would like your help to identify the areas you would 

like to explore.  Please complete this 30 second survey. 

 

 

 

https://bit.ly/31IToKr


Sports round up and Year 9 Netball 

success 

The Year 9 Netball team played in the 

Northumberland County Tournament at Blue 

Flames.  They won against, King Edwards 

High School, Astley High School, Ponteland 

High School, Queen Elizabeth High School, 

Ashington High School, Bedlington High 

School, and Cramlington Learning 

Village.  They were beaten 4-3 by Prudhoe 

High School, finishing second overall in the competition.  This means they go onto represent 

Northumberland at Regional finals in January.  Player of the Tournament was Sophie Dixon.  Year 9 

and Year 11 Netball teams claimed the points against Bedlington High School in league games through 

the week.  Year 8 Hockey team played in the County Tournament at the Parks.  They lost 2 drew 3 and 

won 1. Player of the Tournament was Grace Hammond. 

 

Family Sports Event 

 

For those who would like to take part in sport at the Academy with their children, the next Mums and 

Daughters / Lads and Dads Evening will take place on Wednesday 27 November from 5.45pm -

7.00pm.  Activities will include Mini Tennis and family fitness. Further information will follow after 

the half term break.  

 

XFactor 

 

Auditions have taken place for the Bede Academy XFactor competition.  The final will be held in 

December and first impressions are that competition will be really hot. 

 

Christmas Lunch 

 

On Wednesday 11 December, students will have the opportunity to enjoy a superb 

Christmas lunch prepared by Bede’s excellent catering team. From experience we know 

that this is very popular with students so please ensure your child’s lunch account is in 

credit.   The Academy’s annual Carol Service will take place on the afternoon of 

Wednesday 18 December. 

 

 

Identifying and supporting young carers at Bede Academy 

 

At Bede Academy we are aware that some of our students are young carers. A young carer is someone 

who is under 18 who is caring for a parent, sibling of other family member who is ill, frail, disabled or 

has mental health or addiction problems. They often take on practical and/or emotional caring 

responsibilities that would normally be expected of an adult. Research suggests there are at least 700,000 

young carers in the UK but many do not realise they are a young carer.   We know that young carers 

may need a little extra support to enjoy and do well at the Academy. At Bede Academy we are committed 

to ensuring that all students who are young carers are identified and supported effectively. Some young 

carers may not wish to have any additional support in school and may wish to remain anonymous; the 

information you provide will be treated with discretion and only shared with those who need to know. 

Please see the attached letter for more information. 

 

Lice infestation is much easier to treat if caught early  

 

A case of head lice has been detected in school. Anyone can get head lice... mainly through direct head-

to-head contact but also from sharing brushes and other personal items. Head lice are a problem in many 

communities and do not reflect poor hygiene or social status. Please do your part to prevent the spread 



of this communicable condition by checking your child(ren) daily for the next few weeks, and on a 

regular basis thereafter. Lice infestation is much easier to treat if caught early. Further information can 

be found on the NHS website. 

 

News from the Sixth Form 
Year 13 visit Robinson Library 

 

Yesterday, Year 13 students were given the opportunity to 

visit the Phillip Robinson Library at Newcastle University 

to gain valuable training and experience in research, 

referencing and the use of an academic library.  An 

excellent presentation, including prizes for students, was 

given by a member of the Library staff.  This covered the 

three essential aspects of Information Literacy, including 

how to find information, evaluate it and reference it 

correctly. The skills gained will not only be of value to 

students in their EPQ projects but also in their wider studies in the Sixth Form; and also benefit them in 

the future as many of them go on to Higher Education after their time at Bede.  Students evidently gained 

confidence in independent research which should help them to achieve success across their subject areas.  

Moreover, it is an experience that should further support Year 13 in establishing themselves as serious 

candidates in the eyes of Universities, apprenticeship providers and prospective employers. 
 

Academy Conferences at Emmanuel College  

 

Today the Philosophy Theology and Ethics students of Religious Studies (AS and A Level) in Years 12 

and 13 attended a Masterclass event organised by Academy Conferences at Emmanuel College in 

Gateshead.  There, internationally renowned scholars in the fields of Theology, Philosophy and Ethics 

led sessions that explored essential aspects of the course in depth.  Amongst those presenting was 

Professor Alister McGrath who has written a number of the key texts used in the teaching of the RS 

course; and this was a great opportunity to engage with the ideas of such scholars in greater depth. 
 

Sixth Form Skills Sessions 

 

Success of Sixth Form skills sessions continue. Last half term we had 

weekly sessions including coping with workload and stress and a 

careers talk from the fire service.  

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Mr A Thelwell 

Principal (Secondary) 

 


