
 
10 January 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

I trust you and your family have enjoyed a restful Christmas break.  The start of a 

new year provides the perfect opportunity to remind ourselves of the Academy’s 

core belief.  All are made in the image of God (Imago Dei).  This means each of us 

are infinitely precious, gifted for a purpose and morally responsible.  At Bede we 

express these through our values and on a focus on excellence in character, 

curriculum and our community. 

 

Year 9 Examinations 

May I remind Year 9 students that their examinations will start on Monday 13 January; all students 

have received an examination timetable and should set aside some time for preparation and revision.  

Please use the revision booklet to guide and support them in each of their subjects, and I look forward 

to excellent results with students achieving their personal best.  The Year 9 Pathways Evening will take 

place on Wednesday 5 February so please make a note of this in your diary and the Annual Reports 

will be published on Friday 14 February. A copy of the exam timetable is available on our website: 

https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/students/examination-information/ 

 

Sixth Form Open Evening 

Parents of students in Year 11 will be aware that the next 

few months are very important for your child’s   future in 

terms of examinations, but this time is also crucial in terms 

of planning the next stage of their education.  With this in 

mind, I would like to take this opportunity to invite you to 

the Bede Academy Sixth Form Open Evening on 

Wednesday 29 January 2020 from 6.00pm to 8.00pm. 

This event is an excellent opportunity for you and your 

child to see what we have on offer in the Sixth Form at 

Bede Academy. There will be staff representatives from 

each department showcasing their subjects as well as representatives from five local universities to offer 

advice about A Level study and beyond and we look forward to seeing you there. 

 

Careers Fair Wednesday 5 February  

The Academy will be holding its Fifth annual Careers Fair on Wednesday 5 February from 3.10pm to 

7.00pm.  The Careers Fair will give students the opportunity to meet representatives from different 

universities, employers and training providers from across the UK.  This is a fantastic opportunity for 

students and parents to find out more about the options available to students following their studies at 

KS4 or KS5.  The event is aimed at KS4 and KS5 students and their parents, but is open for anyone to 

attend.  The previous Careers Fairs have helped to inspire many of our students and have raised the 

aspirations of our learners.  We look forward to seeing you there. 

https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/students/examination-information/


 

Extra-Curricular Activities 

 

Please encourage your child to participate in one of the many activities on offer during lunch time and 

at the end of the Academy day. Last year 95% of students participated in the extracurricular activities 

available at Bede North and it would be encouraging to see this number increase further.  Please 

encourage your child to take part in at least one extracurricular activity and perhaps trying something 

new. Our vibrant extracurricular opportunities include a range of House competitions and events 

throughout the year. The House Competition culminates in the awarding of the House Cup in July, 

where the current holders are Cuthbert House. There is an extensive programme of extracurricular clubs 

commencing this week, including Music, Sport and Art and a timetable is attached.  

 

• Folk Band is on Thursday 3.10pm until 4.00pm: all instruments and abilities welcome – see 

Mrs Webster if you would to attend.    

• The Green Fingers Gardening Club for Years 7, 8 and 9 takes place on Thursday from 3.20pm 

until 4.00pm.  

• Handball on Tuesday for Years 9/10/11 from 3.10pm until 4.30pm. 
 

Students should check the notice boards and plasma screens for further details.  

 

 
 

 

Free School Meals 

Free school meals are available to pupils in receipt of, or whose parents are in receipt of, one or more 

of the following benefits: 

• Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as 

assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods) 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Job Seekers Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• The guarantee element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you are not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual 

gross income of no more than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run on – paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax 

Credit 



 

If you think that you qualify under the scheme, or if you would like further information please contact 

Free School Meals at Northumberland County Council either online at www.northumberland.gov.uk or 

by telephone 01670 623 592. You do not need to re-apply if you are already in receipt of Free 

School Meals.   
 

Bede Academy operates a cashless system in the Refectory so that students on Free School Meals 

purchase their meals in the same way as other students.  There is, therefore, no need for the child to 

disclose that they are on Free School Meals as the daily allowance is applied to their personal account 

in the same way that other students have funds on their accounts. 

 

Car Parking 

Unfortunately, cars continue to park in and around the Academy which could prove very dangerous 

for students leaving at the end of the day, particularly during these dark mornings and nights, as well 

as for other vehicles trying to access the Academy.  For this reason, the local Police will be patrolling 

the area more frequently to prevent illegal and dangerous parking for the safety of students.   

 

Academy Expectations 

May I remind parents of some expectations in relation to the presentation of students.  Please ensure 

that hair is in accordance with Academy policy: hair must be its natural colour and the basic 

principle with regard to hairstyles is that the style is neat, tidy and sensible. Students who dye their 

hair will face sanctions which will start with pastoral detentions and time spent in the Learning Centre 

and could lead to possible suspension for persistent offenders.  If hair dye is a non-natural colour or is 

too extreme in any other way then students will remain in the Learning Centre until it is rectified. 

Parents will of course be kept informed of any sanctions. 

 

Medical Appointments 

Whilst we appreciate it is not always possible to arrange medical appointments outside the Academy 

day, it would help us enormously to know, as far in advance as possible, if your child will be arriving 

late or leaving the Academy during the Academy day for a pre-arranged medical appointment.  If your 

child is absent, please contact the Academy before 8.30am and send in a note of explanation on the first 

day your child returns to the Academy.  

 

ParentPay 

Finally, I would like to remind parents of the importance of accessing ParentPay to give permission 

and make payments for students to attend visits and events. Prompt responses form an essential part 

of the monitoring process in place at Bede Academy, and your co-operation to ensure that your child 

is included in the many activities and events is greatly appreciated. Please visit the Bede Academy 

website; www.bedeacademy.org.uk for full details.  If you require a new username or password, 

please contact the Academy.   

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr A Thelwell 

Principal (Secondary) 

 

http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/
http://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/

