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On 9 and 10 January we had our first statutory Section 48 inspection and were visited by two 

inspectors who spent time meeting students, staff, parents and Governors at both our Primary 

and Secondary sites. A Section 48 inspection is required for all schools and academies who 

have a religious designation and occur every three to five years. Though this is not a full Ofsted 

inspection its findings do contribute toward Ofsted inspections. 

 

The inspection sought to answer the following question: ‘How effective is the school’s distinctive 
Christian vision, established and promoted by leadership at all levels, in enabling pupils and 
adults to flourish?’ It also judged the impact of our collective worship and effectiveness of 

religious education (our Philosophy, Theology and Ethics programme). We are delighted to say 

that we have been awarded ‘Excellent’ in all areas. There are at least 6700 Church of England and 

Catholic schools in England, plus those of other religious designations. This judgement places 

Bede Academy amongst some of the very best academies in the country. 

 

This newsletter will provide you with an overview of the inspectors’ findings. The full report is 

available on our website. We encourage you to take a moment to read it. 

 

Thank you to all our students, parents and carers, staff and our wider community of Blyth who 

make Bede Academy such a special place to be.

To God be the glory!
Bethan Harding (Principal: Primary) and Andrew Thelwell (Principal: Secondary)

Vision:
We will be a great Academy where our 

students achieve excellence in character, 

excellence in academic outcomes and 

excellence within our community.

of God and we seek to follow the 
example of Christ.  This means that 
each of us are infinitely precious, 
gifted for a purpose and morally 
responsible.

We believe that each of 
us are made in the image 

Values:
Honourable Purpose, Humility, Compassion, 

Integrity, Accountability, Courage and 

Determination.

Motto:
Veritas Vos Liberabit (the Truth shall set you 

Free).
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“The academy has a clear and aspirational vision which permeates and drives its service to the community of Blyth 
and beyond. At its heart is a biblical understanding of the value of each person because they are infinitely precious to 
God.”

Key Findings
• This is an excellent all-through academy with much strong and exemplary practice that provides an excellent education 

for its students and encourages their personal and character development exceptionally well.
• The vision is based on a recognition, well-grounded in Christian teaching, of the value of the individual, each of whom 

is seen as ‘infinitely precious, gifted for a purpose and morally responsible’.
• The vision is practically expressed through the emphasis on ‘curriculum, character and community’ to frame and 

give positive direction to its work. Likewise, the academy’s values demonstrate the vision in action and are strongly 
demonstrated through, for example, the excellent behaviour, the high quality of relationships and the exceptional 
pastoral support provided for students.

• Both collective worship and Philosophy, Theology and Ethics (PTE) make excellent contributions to the academy’s 
Christian vision.

“The daily worship programme is one of the 
linchpins of academy life.”

“The programme is highly inclusive and 
invitational.”

Collective Worship “There is strong co-operation between the primary and secondary 
phases to ensure ongoing progression.”

“In the secondary phase each tutor group leads an act of worship for 
their peers annually. In the primary phase students share their talents 
by playing musical instruments to lead singing.”



“The vision is deeply embedded and clearly articulated by a dedicated and enthusiastic staff team, under the 
effective and far-sighted leadership of the two principals.”

“The curriculum has an appropriate balance between a focus on Christianity and other world faiths”
“PTE excellently contributes to students flourishing both academically and personally.”
“There is strong co-operation between the primary and secondary phases to ensure ongoing progression.”

PTE Curriculum

“Students and their families and the 
community of Blyth are placed at the 
heart of all the academy does.”

“The academy’s values spring from 
and strongly express its vision.”

“The concept of ‘servant leadership’, 
based on the example of Jesus, is 
very much in evidence across the 
academy.”

“The principals are capably supported 
by members of the local governing 
board and senior leaders, in and 
across both phases, Membership of 
the Emmanuel Schools Foundation 
provides further support.”

“Steps for continued improvement are well-focused and actioned. The vision leads to high expectations for all.”
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The vision is well-known to students: their responses are excellent, as are those of 
adults across the whole academy, including in Nursery and the Sixth Form.

Areas for Development
• Promote additional opportunities to share expertise and the 

excellent work in evidence to extend the academy’s support for 
others, within the Trust, local schools and beyond, specifically 
linking this with exemplifying how vision and associated values can 
positively drive and enhance policy and practice.

• Build on the current quality of the academy’s Christian spiritual life 
so that opportunities for students to regularly monitor and evaluate 
worship are increased and ways of deepening the academy’s prayer  
life are enhanced.

• In keeping with academy ongoing development planning ensure that 
any gaps in attainment between, for example, boys and girls in some 
secondary subjects are closed.

“The academy is very mindful of potential developments in Blyth and is 

proactively working with local businesses to ensure that, for example, 

higher level apprentiships can be taken by students should they choose 

to embark on that route into employment. The effective curriculum is 

complemented by extensive extra-curricular and enrichment experiences. 

This provision indicates the aspirational, holistic and inclusive view of 

education running throughout the academy and which express its Christian 

vision and associated values strongly. There is a calm, purposeful and 

stimulating learning environment.”

“There is an exemplary emphasis on pupils’, and indeed staff, wellbeing 

and flourishing.  Equality and justice and personal and community 

empowerment to ‘make a difference for the good’ run through the school’s 

life.”

“There is a broad and balanced curriculum, including its engineering and enterprise specialism, from Nursery 
through to the end of Key Stage 4.”


