
Poppy Appeal
2020

https://youtu.be/oE8uXCSeRNk

Remembrance Day is on Wednesday.  Poppies 
are on sale with House Captains coming to Tutor 
Groups.  All Donations will be going to an 
excellent cause!

We will remember them!
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Visit us on twitter to find out what our staff, parents and students are doing!

True grit and determination for Josie

Pyjamas, b ks,
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do s, te y bears,
toiletries, art sets,
pu les, games,
toys baby clothes 
makeup sets...

Blyth Christma� appeal

We n d 
unwra ed 

gifts for
a  ages

Co ecting Until Friday 11th December

Operation
El�

Drop-off  Points...
Briardale House  Poets Corner  Newsham Co-Op

Ple ey News KC Beautique Once Upon A Tier
Unit Twenty Barbershop  Gino’s Fish and Chips

 zy Dayz  Isabe a Co unity Centre
Engage in the Co unity

Contract House, Renwick Rd, NE24 2NX
The Gift Pod

Keel Row Shopping Centre

Contact Us:      mel.jackson@blythtowncouncil.org.uk      07517 101 452

Operation Elf See Page 2

Dear  Parents and Carers

We know that last week’s announcement of a return to lockdown has presented many in our community with difficult challenges. 
However as we have said before at Bede Academy we will do all that we can to support our students, their families and our staff 
through this difficult time. Despite these restrictions you will find this newsletter contains just some of the many ways in which the 
Bede Academy community is continuing. 

Students have donated shoeboxes to our Blythswood appeal, we are making angels for the ‘Angels in the Community’ project, we are 
starting to collect presents to donate to the Blyth Christmas Appeal ‘Operation Elf’. The compassion that people in our community 
continue to show even when times are difficult is an inspiration. This is typified in the example set by the winner of the ‘Thomas Award’ 
– Josie Todd. You can read more about this below but I want to add my congratulations to such an incredible student.

May I finish by reminding all parents and students that if any student is isolating that work is provided via Google Classrooms. We 
have provided an overview in this newsletter of how this work can be accessed. We also have shared ways we have strengthened our 
Welfare for support for students. We ask that should any member of a household or a support bubble has COVID symptoms then you 
do not send your son or daughter into the academy. This is essential if we are to keep all students, their families and our staff safe. 

Mr A Thelwell
Principal

The Thomas award, for Perseverance 
and Grit is a special award for Sixth Form 
students sponsored by Mr & Mrs Thomas, 
past teachers of the academy who were 
here at its foundation in 2009.  This year 
the Thomas Award is presented to a 
student who has shown an incredible 
ethic to do well in all aspects of academy 
life. Josie, despite the challenges she has 
faced over the last year, has worked with 
dedication, but even more importantly 
has shown great humility, kindness and 
love to everyone she meets. Josie has 
already made a huge impact on the 
Sixth Form. Her care for others has been 
exceptional, and she is a guiding light 
and inspiration not only for her family 
but for the academy as a whole. 

Congratulations on achieving this award.

https://twitter.com/BedeAcademy


Message from the Welfare Team

All students in Key Stage 4 have been 
looking at the impact that social media 
has on their self-worth and their identity 
during their Personal Development 
sessions.   The students were asked to 
consider how the images that they see 
online can have an affect on their self-
esteem due to them aspiring to be like 
the people they see online and the 
lifestyles that they lead.  
It was interesting to see the students’ 
responses when they were shown 
photographs of celebrities which had 
been edited to make them look more 
attractive when compared to the 
original images.  This helped students to 
see that even those people we consider 
to be beautiful are not perfect and that 
everyone has different gifts and talents.  
It is easy to be deceived by the things that 
we see online and not everything that is 
posted is posted for the correct reasons.  
There are many people who post things 
online in order to boost their profiles 
or to appear to be doing something 
worthwhile, but this is not always done 
with integrity or honourable purpose.  
As always, we encourage parents and 
carers to discuss what young people 
are accessing online.  We want all of our 
students to be aware of the fact that 
there are things which they will see 
online that are not reality and for them 
to be confident enough to question the 
motives behind such content.

1. After school activities are not permitted 
to run, unless they are solely intended to 
provide childcare or for specialist Youth 
Support. This means that organisations 
like The Girls Network, The Boys Network 
and Youth for Christ can continue to 
support our students, but after-school 
clubs cannot operate. We are conscious 
that this is something we had hoped to 
offer this half term, but will need now 
to put on hold until current restrictions 
ease. The house teams, along with Dr 
Sams, are considering ways of providing 
covid-safe enrichment opportunities 
that the whole family can be engaged 
with during the four weeks of lockdown 
ahead.

2. We are to restrict visitors on site by 
replacing face-to-face meetings with 
phone / video meetings where possible. 
This applies to requests for new school 
places and readmission meetings for 
excluded students. Parents must not 
turn up to the academy with a request to 

meet with a member of staff, but should 
always make telephone or email contact 
in the first instance. We endeavour to 
respond to incoming messages within 
24 hours, depending on the urgency of 
a required response.

3. Students are not to gather in 
groups in the community, in line with 
national covid regulations. They will be 
encouraged to go straight home at the 
end of the academy day, and not loiter / 
gather in groups. Please encourage them 
to make travel arrangements which do 
not cause them to mix with more than 
one person from another household.

4. Face masks remain compulsory in 
schools, apart from when seated in 
lessons or eating. It is the expectation 
that students bring their own facemask 
for this purpose.

You will be aware that the new national lockdown requires schools to continue 
providing an on-site education for our young people, but it does bring with it some 
additional restrictions. Please see link to guidelines for schools which came into 
effect on Thursday 5th November. In essence, the new restrictions we face mean that:

COVID 19 Lockdown update

This week sees the beginning of another lock down and potentially 
uncertain times for our Bede community.   As ever, Bede Welfare 
Team will be available throughout offering support for our students 
and families.   If you would like support, please do not hesitate to 
contact us at Bede.  Students can request an appointment with a 
member of the Welfare Team by requesting this through their tutor 
in the first instance.  

As mentioned in the last newsletter, the Bede Welfare Team 
are constantly looking for sources of support for our students.   
This week saw the launch of our first Friendship Group ran by 
Educational Mental Health Practitioners.   Feedback from the first 
session was excellent and we look forward to expanding this work 
throughout the duration of the academic year.

Blended Learning  
Over the next academic year, students will be using Google 

Classroom to support with homework or with periods of 
learning during isolation. Please use the guidance below to 

support with this.  

Material or Assignment?  

Student’s teachers will set classroom as 
material and homework as assignments. 
Teachers may ask students to upload 
evidence on Google Classroom or 
complete the tasks in their exercise book.  

Material doesn’t appear in a students To 
do list therefore they need to click on each 
individual class to find these tasks.  

As a parent, you will get a daily email to 
inform you of the assignments  and 
material your child has been set.  

How to support your child... 

The following videos have been made 
to help support your child with online 
learning at home:  

Uploading Work:  https://youtu.be/
ODn0SjuTJMY 

To do list and Instruction:  https://
youtu.be/HuL-HPeAkOk 

Teacher Feedback:  https://youtu.be/
T1QbeJ5v-Ig 

Logging in:  https://youtu.be/
rU7VMIP3cBM 

How will we con�nue to support your child?  

Teachers, as well as se�ng work, will also endeavour to answer students ques�ons 
on Google Classroom. Students can ask ques�ons on the class stream (everyone can 
see these) or by placing a private message on an assignment. The following video will 
help students with this: https://youtu.be/OuxF2V_LBDM .  

 

Parents should direct any ques�ons that have in regards to Google Classroom to 
academicteam@bedeacademy.org.uk.  

How to get 
the most 

from 
Google 

Classroom

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/education-and-childcare-settings-new-national-restrictions-from-5-november-2020?utm_source=7427a8d7-6fbd-4315-b29f-2c648cfb91a1&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate


As many of our students are currently 
unable to access the academy library as 
it is outside of their year group bubbles, 
Mrs Watson the academy librarian, is 
providing a mobile library service.  

She can be found each DEAR time going 
around the academy with her book 
trolley, offering students the chance to 
browse a small selection of books.  As well 
as the mobile library, students are able 
to request specific titles using a ‘Book 
Request Card’ available in their tutor 
rooms, books are then delivered to the 
students.  

We encourage all of our students to take 
advantage of this mobile library provision 
as this is an excellent way to find new and 
exciting titles to support their reading.   
Students can of course, bring books from 
home which are age appropriate.

Library provision for everyone 

Download up to 5 eBooks and 5 eAudio titles at a time.
Titles are automatically returned at the end of the loan period, so there are no fines for late returns.
Select 'BorrowBox Library' from the Apple App store or Google Play or via Games + Apps on
Amazon Kindle Fire to download the BorrowBox app to your device.

All you need is a library card and PIN.  
Not a library member?  

Join online today at mylibrary.co.uk and get access straight away

eBooks and eAudiobooks for Everyone
Northumberland Libraries

Northumberland Library has a digital library that can be accessed all the time.   It 
contains eBooks and eAudiobooks for both adults, young adults, and children.   In 
the current climate it has proved to be popular with our library members and we 
would like to try and make more people aware of this free service.  If people are not 
members, they can join online at the library website and get access straight away 
without having to come into the library to collect their card.

You can view what is available on the website here - https://fe.bolindadigital.com/
northumberland.  

Operation Elf is a cooperative of groups, 
organisations and companies in Blyth, 
Blyth Town Council and the Mayor Cllr 
Warren Taylor, Blyth CVA, Blyth Food Bank, 
Engage in the Community, Blyth Rotary 
Club and The Port of Blyth and Bede 
Academy is also supporting this initiative.
Its aim is to support families during the 
Christmas period, and beyond, who are 
facing particularly difficult circumstances. 
Together we are hoping to provide 
donations of food, gifts, and also for 
volunteers to take food parcels out in 
December and help pack boxes.
Blyth is famous for its generosity and this 
year we hope to give each family food 
for Christmas week, small gifts for the 
children, and support going forwards 
throughout January and February.
Collection points for food and gifts will 
be set up in each Year Group bubble so 
please donate what you can by Monday 7 
December.  Many thanks again.

•	 Download up to 5 eBooks and 5 eAudio titles at a time.

•	 Titles are automatically returned at the end of the loan period, so there are 
no fines for late returns.

•	 Select ‘BorrowBox Library’ from the Apple App store or Google Play or via 
Games + Apps on Amazon Kindle Fire to download the BorrowBox app to 
your device.

All you need is a library card and PIN.

Not a library member?

Join online today at mylibrary.co.uk and get access straight away

Please help us co ect...
Savoury

 rge tins of ham
T i ed Pork

T i ed Corned B f
Gravy Granules

Stuff  ing Mix
Pickles

Chutney
Crackers

Ch se Biscuits
Crisps

Sw t
Christmas Cake

Mince Pies
Sto en

Christmas Pu ing
Christmas biscuits

T rif le mix
Je y

Custard
T i ed Fruit

Juice/Squash

Confectionary
Selection boxes

Boxes of chocolates
Sw ts

Other items
Box of crackers
Wra ing paper

Or anything you can aff ord to give

Contact Us:      mel.jackson@blythtowncouncil.org.uk      07517 101 452
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Operation Elf for Christmas

https://northumberland.spydus.co.uk/
https://fe.bolindadigital.com/northumberland
https://fe.bolindadigital.com/northumberland
http://mylibrary.co.uk 


Bede Academy (Secondary) Sixth Avenue, Blyth, NE24 2SY

www.bedeacademy.org.uk

Christmas Shoe box appeal:

Deadline November 6th

House Wall - Granary window 
overlooking  quadrangle.

❖ 5 flat pack shoe boxes for each 
tutor group available from House 
Office

❖ 10 leaflets in each tutor group 
folder – more will be issued when 
needed!

❖ Completed boxes to your tutor, 
wrapped in house colours.

❖ Tutor will add boxes to the wall 
when asked to do so.

❖ Christmas is coming!  A time for 
giving as well as receiving!

Essential Items:
Toothbrush and toothpaste
Hat, scarf, gloves
Soap
Underwear
Small Toy
Sweets

Toiletries:
Shampoo
Soap/shower gel
Face cloth/Moist wipes
Deodorant
Moisterising cream
Comb/brush
Sanitary products
Shaving foam/razors
Socks/Tights

Stationery:
Pens/pencils/sharpener
Notepads/Colouring 
books
Rulers/Rubbers

Miscellaneous:
New Make-up
Sewing Equipment
Household candles
Screwdriver/Pliers
Kitchen Utensils

Clothes 
and other 
items:
T-shirts/Pyjamas/
Jumpers/Shirts 
etc

READY STEADY GO  - THE BOXES ARE HERE SO 
LET’S GET STARTED!

Shoe Box Appeal 2020 

Be an Angel and get knitting for Christmas
Monday

Soup of the day
Chinese Chicken Curry

With chunky onions 
Sausage Bacon Hash and Beans

Whats to explain
Sausage Hash Beans and Shrooms (V)

Steamed Vegetables/Herb Dice

Tuesday
Soup of the day
Lasagne Verdi

 Classic Italian Beef Lasagne
Breaded Fish Fingers

Oven baked in a golden crumb
Cauliflower Cheese Bake

Served with Pasta
Steamed Vegetables/Potato Wedges 

Wednesday
Soup of the day
Traditional Roast

With Yorkshire pudding
B.I.R

British Indian Restaurant Style Curry
Vegetable Curry

Steamed Vegetables/Creamed Potatoes or Rice

Thursday
Soup of the day 

  Corned Beef and Potato Slice
Wrapped in Short Crust Pastry

Chicken Dippers
Served with BBQ Sauce

Veggie Burger
Steamed Vegetables/Potato Wedges

Friday
Soup of the day 

Battered Fish Fillet
Crispy Fish Fillets served with Lemon and 

homemade Tartare Sauce 
Chicken Burger

Served in a soft seeded roll
Veggie spring roll

Peas /baked beans/chips 

Alternative pizza pasta bar/savoury bakes/
healthy heart bar

Menu for Next Week

Thank you to everyone who contributed 
to the Shoe Box Appeal 2020.  The boxes 
were collected this morning and are to 
be distrubuted in time for Christmas.

Poppy Appeal
2020

https://youtu.be/oE8uXCSeRNk

Remembrance Day is on Wednesday.  Poppies 
are on sale with House Captains coming to Tutor 
Groups.  All Donations will be going to an 
excellent cause!

We will remember them!

The first stage of this year’s X Factor 
competition has taken place.  Students didn’t 
have to brave the judges in person this year, 
but had to submit a video audition to Google 
Classroom.   24 students auditioned and the 
standard was very high.   The shortlisting 
team have chosen 10 students to go through 
to the semi-finals.   These students need to 
submit a second video, before 6 finalists are 
chosen.  It is disappointing that we won’t be 
able to have the big event in the hall this year, 
but, like many other events, we have had to 

adapt the format of the competition so that it can be done safely.  

Rest assured, there will still be a winner crowned this December and we hope to let 
students have a say in whose name goes on the trophy this year!  

The successful semi-finalists are: representing Aidan, Chloe 11 Harrison and Neve 8 
Davies; representing Cuthbert, Grace 11 Birdsall, Eddie 10 Jolly and Evan 10 Jolly; 
representing Oswald, Erin 10 Webster, Poppy 11 Davies, Ilana 10 Charlton, Francesca 
7 Stevens and Milana 7 Sutton.

It is vitally important that nobody attends either Bede Academy site if they are 
displaying COVID-19 symptoms. In the event of symptoms emerging, you must 
contact 111 for advice, and also inform the academy, using this email address: 

covidreporting@bedeacademy.org.uk. 

This then enables us to take action where there has been contact with other 
members of the academy.

Covid 19 contact information

We have been asked to knit some angels to decorate 
a church for Christmas. 

It is a great opportunity to serve the wider Blyth 
community.

Who can knit the best Angel?

Patterns are provided in tutor Google Classroom
Or find an alternative online. 

All Angels are welcome.

http://www.bedeacademy.org.uk

