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OSWALD HOUSE!
A NEWS UPDATE FROM

NOVEMBER 27 2020

Dear Parents, Carers and 
Students

It is hard to believe we are already 
approaching Christmas and soon another 
well deserved break will be upon us. It 
has been a busy time in the academy over 
the last fortnight with lots of events and 
activities for students to take part in. I am 
pleased with how we are faring in the House 
competition – we are currently in second 
place behind Aidan House but are hot on 
their tails!

We have recently held a House Poetry 
Competition where students were 
challenged to write a poem about 
Remembrance for Remembrance Day. There 
were some wonderful entries that were very 
poignant and thoughtful. The results were; 
3rd place to Cuthbert, 2nd Place to Aidan 
and I would like to say a huge well done 
to Lily in 8 Broadway who took 1st place. 

Massive congratulations to Lily and well 
done to everyone who entered, there were 
some stunning entries.

We have also completed the Autumn 
Photography competition, where students 
were tasked to take a photo of an autumn 
scene. First place went to Tony (11 Poole) in 
Aidan House for his fantastic photograph 
of a leaf holding a water droplet. Second 
place was awarded to Oswald and third 
place for Cuthbert house. I would like to 
congratulate Jake (7 McMurchie), Erin (10 
Webster), Sophie (10 Dawson-Rogers) and 
Jake (8 Broadway) as all of their entries 
made it through to the final judging by Mr 
Thelwell. There were some excellent entries 
and some fantastic shows of photography - 
well done to everyone who entered!

With so many competitions ahead, I can’t 
wait to see our creativity and efforts in the 
lead up to Christmas. Can I thank you all 
for your generosity towards the Shoe Box 
Appeal and also the Harvest Appeal which 
have both taken place throughout this 
term. We are also currently collecting for 
Operation Elf where students can give to 
others ahead of the festive season. Students 
can drop off donations in their respective 
year group bubble drop off points. Donations 
can include toiletries, puzzles, teddy bears, 
books, games and pyjamas.

Can I thank you for your support as always 
and I wish you well in the lead up to 
Christmas.

Miss R Lee
Head of Oswald House

in House poetry – well 
done Oswald House! I can’t 
wait for all the Christmas 
events!

Amazing work 
finishing first place 

Visit us on twitter to find out what our 
staff, parents and students are doing!

@BedeAcademy



HOUSE EVENTS

I am privileged to join Mr Elsworth and Mr Lloyd as senior 
links to Team Oswald. I have been very impressed with 
the adaptability and versatility of all our students in Team 
Oswald during the challenges that the last few weeks 
have brought us. I have been particularly impressed with 
how you have all switched between in-school and online 
teaching modes, and the commitment you continue to 
show to growing your character and maintaining your 
learning.
 
There is so much to still look forward to over the coming 
weeks of this term. We will be preparing for our first Online 
Carol Service, getting ready for our “Christmas Cracker” 
afternoon, watching the Bede X Factor final and competing 
in many more house events, such as decorating tutor doors, 
constructing gingerbread houses, and the “Big Quiz”.  

As we approach the season of Christmas, I am delighted to 
see first hand the amazing generosity of Oswald students, 
as they engage with a range of community support projects. 
From foodbank donations and knitted angels, to shoebox 
gifts and Operation Christmas Elf, our students have 
maintained commitment to looking outwards despite the 
disruption to everyday life and routines. It is also fabulous 
to see the skills and talents of students being showcased 
through house events.

A very well done to all – Oswald House is definitely worthy 
of much praise and celebration!

Mr Gendler-Watson

MASCOT 
CHALLENGE

DATE HOUSE EVENT

30 NOVEMBER 2020
HOUSE CHESS
ART: Y8 WORLD MASKS
COMPLETE 4 THINGS ON 12 THINGS TO DO LIST

07 DECEMBER 2020

X FACTOR FINAL TH
CHRISTMAS CRACKER F
CHRISTMAS DOORS – THEME: “LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS”
HOUSE TUG OF WAR
CHRISTMAS CARD DESIGN
ICT: COMPUTER SCIENCE WEEK CHALLENGE
Y7 HISTORY: HOUSE SAINTS CHALLENGE
YEAR 7 ACCELERATED READER

14 DECEMBER 2020

TERM 1 ATTENDANCE TOTALS
TERM 1 INDIVIDUAL HOUSE POINTS
HOUSE GINGERBREAD
THE BIG QUIZ F
Y8 GEOGRAPHY: “BURGESS MODEL CAKE”
Y8 HISTORY: ELIZABETHAN PORTRAITS
YR9 ENGINEERING: POP UP CARD CHALLENGE
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY CHALLENGE: RECYCLING CHRISTMAS 
CARDS OR WRAPPING

DATE HOUSE EVENT

04 JANUARY 2021
Y7 MUSIC: MUSICAL INSTRUMENT MODEL MAKING COM-
PETITION

11 JANUARY 2021 MASTERCHEF – 3 COURSE MEAL

18 JANUARY 2021
HOUSE BASKETBALL
PTE: BIBLE SONG COMPETITION

25 JANUARY 2021 HOUSE FOOTBALL

01 FEBRUARY 2021 HOUSE BASKETBALL

08 FEBRUARY 2021

HOUSE SCRABBLE
HOUSE TABLE TENNIS
HOUSE TRAMPOLINING
SAFER INTERNET DAY CHALLENGE
Y9 HISTORY: LOCAL HISTORY PROJECT
YR7 ENGINEERING: PHOTO FRAME CHALLENGE
Y9,10,11 INTERMEDIATE MATHS CHALLENGE
Y7 ACCELERATED READER



ATTENDANCE

HOUSE POINTS

5407
HOUSE COMPETITION

51

ATTENDANCE

HOUSE POINTS

5400
HOUSE COMPETITION

75

ATTENDANCE

HOUSE POINTS

5575
HOUSE COMPETITION

54

It is vitally important that nobody attends either Bede Academy site 
if they are displaying COVID-19 symptoms. In the event of symptoms 

emerging, you must contact 111 for advice, and also inform the 
academy, using this email address: 

covidreporting@bedeacademy.org.uk. 

This then enables us to take action where there has been contact with 
other members of the academy.

As you can imagine, work at the Blyth Foodbank continues to face some difficulties as a 
result of the Coronavirus crisis. 

However we have done our best to ensure those in need who are referred to us are able to 
access our food parcels both throughout Blyth and Seaton Valley.

Between the crisis beginning in March and the end of September we have received 800 
referrals for adults and 496 referrals for children. We have therefore fed 1,296 people and 
supplied 12,342 meals.

This is thanks to our volunteers, and the amazing generosity of our communities, including 
Bede Academy, which have provided us with a large amount of food donations.

With a lot of hard work and commitment, we are now open six mornings each week and 
working with other voluntary agencies we are able to deliver our food parcels to those 
unable to come to the centre either through illness or need to isolate.

In preparation for Christmas we are already receiving a considerable quantity of Christmas 
food and working with the Town Council, Engage in the Community, Blyth Rotary and 
CVABV. We are involved in Operation Elf for the few weeks leading up to Christmas, this 
will provide both food and gifts to those referred from the academy and other schools 
and agencies.

Our thanks as usual go to all those who have supported us both businesses, and individuals 
and our particular thanks go to Blyth Care Trust for their financial support, and to the other 
voluntary groups with whom we are working closely to ensure that the people in our 
communities do not go hungry and will receive some Christmas cheer.

Stay Safe, Happy Christmas and a brighter New Year to all

Blyth Foodbank

A thank you from Blyth Foodbank



Be an Angel and get knitting for Christmas

We have been asked to knit some angels to decorate a church for Christmas. 
It is a great opportunity to serve the wider Blyth community.

Who can knit the best Angel?
Patterns are provided in tutor Google Classroom

Or find an alternative online. 
All Angels are welcome.

Menu for next week

Week commencing 30 November

Monday
Soup of the day

Chinese Chicken Curry
with chunky onions 

Sausage Bacon Hash and Beans
Whats to explain

Sausage Hash Beans and Shrooms 
(V)

Steamed Vegetables/Herb Dice

Tuesday
Soup of the day
Lasagne Verdi

 Classic Italian Beef Lasagne
Breaded Fish Fingers

Oven baked in a golden crumb
Cauliflower Cheese Bake

Served with Pasta
Steamed Vegetables/Potato 

Wedges 

Wednesday
Soup of the day

Traditional Roast
With Yorkshire Pudding

B.I.R
British Indian Restaurant Style 

Curry
Vegetable Curry

Steamed Vegetables/Creamed 
Potatoes or Rice

Thursday
Soup of the day 

  Corned beef and Potato Slice
Wrapped in Short Crust Pastry

Chicken Dippers
Served with BBQ Sauce

Veggie Burger
Steamed Vegetables/Potato 

Wedges

Friday
Soup of the day 

Battered Fish Fillet
Crispy Fish Fillets served with 

Lemon and homemade Tartare 
Sauce 

Chicken Burger
Served in a soft seeded roll

Veggie Spring Roll
Peas /baked beans/chips 

Alternative pizza pasta bar/
savoury bakes/healthy heart bar

Thanks to the support and enthusiasm 
of The Japan Society in London, Bede 
Academy has recently been awarded a 
small grant, to go towards our very own 
Japanese Club, which will be starting up 
as soon as Covid restrictions on clubs are 
lifted.  

With this grant we will be able to fund 
resources for future Japanese-related 
activities. At a time when the Port of Blyth’s 
marine engineers have been laying sub-
sea cables for Google between Japan and 
America, and businesses  are reaching out 
to Japan, those attending Japanese Club 
will be in a unique position, acquiring 
Japanese language and cultural awareness 
skills. 

Nihon no kurabu
Japanese Club



Operation Elf is a cooperative of groups, 
organisations and companies in Blyth, Blyth 
Town Council and the Mayor Cllr Warren 
Taylor, Blyth CVA, Blyth Food Bank, Engage 
in the Community, Blyth Rotary Club and 
The Port of Blyth and Bede Academy is also 
supporting this initiative.
Its aim is to support families during the 
Christmas period, and beyond, who are 
facing particularly difficult circumstances. 
Together we are hoping to provide 
donations of food, gifts, and also for 
volunteers to take food parcels out in 
December and help pack boxes.
Blyth is famous for its generosity and this 
year we hope to give each family food for 
Christmas week, small gifts for the children, 
and support going forwards throughout 
January and February.
Collection points for food and gifts will 
be set up in each Year Group bubble so 
please donate what you can by Monday 7 
December.  Many thanks again.

Operation Elf for Christmas

How to get 
the most from 

Google 
Classroom

Secondary age pupils 
are invited to tell the 
N o r t h u m b e r l a n d 
Line Project what the 
Northumberland Line will 
mean to them in no more 
than 200 words. 

All entries need to be sent 
to rail@northumberland.
gov.uk before Friday 18th 
December. 

Entries will be put into a 
prize draw; a £20 voucher 
will be awarded to one pupil 
from each participating 
school and a £250 prize will 
be awarded to the school.

To be entered into the 
prize draw pupils need 
to email their words to 
r a i l @ n o r t h u m b e r l a n d .
gov.uk before Friday 18th 
December, include their full 

name, class and their school 
name when submitting 
their entry. 

Completed entries will be 
shared on Northumberland 
County Council website and 
used on future publicity 
for the Northumberland 
Line project. Pupils names 
will not be shared online 
without prior consent. 

Proposed Ashington to Newcastle Railway service
Northumberland Line Competition – November 2020 


