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AIDAN HOUSE!
A NEWS UPDATE FROM

11 DECEMBER 2020

Dear Parents, 
Carers and 
Students, 
As I write to 
you at the 
end of the 
penultimate 
week of this 
term, it is hard 
to believe we 
have almost 
completed a 
third of the 
a c a d e m i c 

year already. 
What a fabulous first term we have had. In 
previous newsletters, I have spoken of the way in 
which students have risen to the challenges we 
have faced this year, with courage, maturity and 
positivity. As I reflect on the term that has passed, 
I do so with a sense of pride in all that we have 
achieved so far. 
Despite restrictions, we have managed to run 
more House events than ever before. As a 
team, Aidan have done a fantastic job with high 
levels of engagement and perhaps even more 
importantly, more first places than we have ever 
been remembered for. My highlights from this 
term are the Autumn Photography and Christmas 
Card design competitions. It was wonderful to be 
reminded of the talent amongst us. It is good to 
know that we still have so much to look forward 
to and I am excited to see what the House 
competitions bring in the new year. 

We put in a good performance in both the House 
Fitness and Badminton competitions but sadly, 
we finished third in both. Congratulations to 
Cuthbert House who finished first in House Fitness 

and Oswald who finished first in the Badminton 
competition. I am hopeful that this is a temporary 
blip and that we will be back to winning ways from 
now on. 

There is a lot going on in the academy in the 
run up to the Christmas break. This week we 
held our annual Christmas Cracker competition 
which coincided with the Bede X Factor final and 
what a final it was. We have the Christmas Door 
competition running and the Gingerbread House 
making and Carol Service to look forward to. 

The Aidan tutor groups have also been competing 
in a regular ‘Chick Challenge’ by using their mascot 
and any props or objects in their tutor room to 
create a picture which fits the current theme. So 
far, we have seen our Eagle chicks learning new 
skills, taking part in DEAR time and starting new 
careers. I think it is fair to say that some groups 
have demonstrated more creative flair than others 
but nevertheless, it has been a delight to see the 
ideas coming in.  

Finally, as this is my last chance to write to 
you in 2020, I would like to say thank you. I am 
privileged to work with such an amazing group 
of young people and dedicated colleagues and 
I am incredibly grateful for the support and 
encouragement from you, our families. 

I wish you all a safe, restful and happy Christmas 
break when it arrives and I look forward to seeing 
you all again in what will hopefully be a very happy 
2021.  

Best wishes
Mrs Ridley 

Eddie and myself are really looking forward 
to Christmas. We love having time with the 

chicks, and we also love Christmas as we think it 
amazing how God sent His son.  The Carol Service 
theme of ‘light in the darkness’ sums it up so well.  
In the new year we are thinking of going in to 
training.  Flying high means being strong and fit, and 
we hope that our chicks and all of Aidan House will 
join us in our aims of healthy eating, more exercise, 
and having a healthy 2021.
You are all brilliant and we say happy Christmas with 
all our hearts and thank you for all you have done 
towards making Aidan House outstanding.  Thank 
you so much for the raps which have expressed our 
team spirit perfectly. 

Love 
Ellie x

Visit us on twitter to find out what our 
staff, parents and students are doing!

@BedeAcademy

https://twitter.com/BedeAcademy


HOUSE EVENTS

Dear Aidan House, 

I wanted to just write to you all and wish you all a very 
merry Christmas from myself. It has been an eventful 
term but it has been wonderful to see students 
getting involved with different house events and how 
committed you all are to Aidan House. I hope you all 
have a well-rested Christmas break and spend it with 
the people that you love dearly. I look forward to 
welcoming you back in the new year for what we hope 
to be an exciting 2021. 

Miss Haley 

DATE HOUSE EVENT

07 DECEMBER 2020

X FACTOR FINAL TH
CHRISTMAS CRACKER F
CHRISTMAS DOORS – THEME: “LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS”
HOUSE TUG OF WAR
CHRISTMAS CARD DESIGN
ICT: COMPUTER SCIENCE WEEK CHALLENGE
Y7 HISTORY: HOUSE SAINTS CHALLENGE
YEAR 7 ACCELERATED READER

14 DECEMBER 2020

TERM 1 ATTENDANCE TOTALS
TERM 1 INDIVIDUAL HOUSE POINTS
HOUSE GINGERBREAD
THE BIG QUIZ F
Y8 GEOGRAPHY: “BURGESS MODEL CAKE”
Y8 HISTORY: ELIZABETHAN PORTRAITS
YR9 ENGINEERING: POP UP CARD CHALLENGE
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY CHALLENGE: RECYCLING CHRISTMAS 
CARDS OR WRAPPING

DATE HOUSE EVENT

04 JANUARY 2021
Y7 MUSIC: MUSICAL INSTRUMENT MODEL MAKING COM-
PETITION

11 JANUARY 2021 MASTERCHEF – 3 COURSE MEAL

18 JANUARY 2021
HOUSE BASKETBALL
PTE: BIBLE SONG COMPETITION

25 JANUARY 2021 HOUSE FOOTBALL

01 FEBRUARY 2021 HOUSE BASKETBALL

08 FEBRUARY 2021

HOUSE SCRABBLE
HOUSE TABLE TENNIS
HOUSE TRAMPOLINING
SAFER INTERNET DAY CHALLENGE
Y9 HISTORY: LOCAL HISTORY PROJECT
YR7 ENGINEERING: PHOTO FRAME CHALLENGE
Y9,10,11 INTERMEDIATE MATHS CHALLENGE
Y7 ACCELERATED READER

The end of term is nigh.  The competitions are hotting 
up!  Christmas doors, X Factor, Christmas Cracker and so 
much more.  
When the going gets tough the tough get going and Aid-
an House will no doubt be doing their utmost in every 
event.
It has been an exciting term.  The House competitions are 
non-stop and there is certainly something for everybody.   
The New Year will be bringing lots more to get involved 
in.  Have a good Christmas and looking forward to next 
year being an Aidan House spectacular!

Mr Grant

ANGELS IN THE COMMUNITY
Knitting Challenge

Our students and staff continue to knit 
Angels for the community.  The interest 
and take up has been fantastic, and the 
quality and variety of designs are superb!



ATTENDANCE

HOUSE POINTS

6724
HOUSE COMPETITION

96

ATTENDANCE

HOUSE POINTS

6776
HOUSE COMPETITION

75

ATTENDANCE

HOUSE POINTS

6987
HOUSE COMPETITION

81

A thank you from the Christmas Elf

Operation Elf was a big ask following on from the 
Harvest and Shoebox Appeals.  It was significant 
in that this was an appeal made by the Blyth 
community with the council, local businesses 
and schools working together.  The response 
from parents, staff and students at Bede has been 
impressive, as you can see from the photograph.  

Christmas will be so much more enjoyable for 
many as a result.   Thank you to all of you who 

have participated in seeking to make a difference 
in this way.  The generosity shown is typical of the 
response given by you and as such we are most 
grateful and feel humbled by the care you show 
for others.  

This is indeed representative of what Christmas is 
about.  Our Carol Service theme this year is ‘light 
in the darkness’ and this is another symbol of that 
being the case this Christmas.

It was with great delight that we have 
received the following report explaining 
what has happened to the shoe-boxes that 
we worked hard as a community to put 
together.   We sent out over 200 shoe boxes, 
making a significant contribution to the 
overall total.  Thank you so much all those of 
you who helped.  It is a real encouragement 
to see the lorry packed full ready to set off 
to deliver the shoe-boxes, as well as the 
picture of the children receiving a box each.  
Christmas is very much a time of giving and 
let’s hope that Christmas day is extra-special 
thanks to someone receiving a shoe-box put 
together by us.

Blythswood Shoe-box appeal



One of the highlights of each year at Bede is the Residents’ tea party.  We host up to over 
100 people on occasion who generally come from local care homes or are members of 
nearby church congregations, as well as other local residents.  Our Year 9 prefects do a 
wonderful job serving, and getting to know those who attend and the school musicians and 
choir provide some entertainment.   

This year we are having to do things a little differently.  Mr Moore, the academy’s catering 
manager and his team put together 100 tea hampers, complete with a Christmas card 
designed by Bede students and an academy calendar.   The Reverend Ian Flintoft at St Bede’s 
church is kindly overseeing the distribution of the hampers and we hope all in receipt enjoy 
the lovely Christmas tea.  

Hampers...

Unknown to us was that Thorntree Way Care 
Home joined the project, ‘Hearts for Schools’, 
where residents express their thanks for what 
a school has provided through a message on 
a heart.  This is a message from Pauline Arkle, 
the manager of Thorntree Way Care home:

‘On behalf of our service users here at 
Thorntree Way we have joined the project of 
Hearts for Schools and we would like to send 
you over our hearts pictures to say thank you 
to your students who have made us feel very 
welcome at your concerts and shows and 
especially the afternoon teas.   In this time 
of COVID showing love, care and warmth to 
every-one is a great support to all.’

A team came from Thorntree Way to 
deliver their ‘heart of thanks’ on Wednesday 
afternoon, and our students were delighted to 
have the opportunity to pass on some of the 
Christmas tea hampers directly to them.   We 
are delighted to be able to place the heart on 
our new community notice board

and hearts...



Ask your child to choose what they’d like to 
read. They’ll feel more interested in the story 
if they’ve picked it out themselves.

Explore different reading materials: as well 
as fiction there is a whole world of comics, 
magazines, ebooks, audio books and non-
fiction for your child to discover.

Be a reading role model. Read yourself! It 
doesn’t matter what it is – pick up a newspaper 
or magazine, take a look at a cookery book, 
read a computer manual, dive into a romance  
or detective novel. Talk about what you are 
reading with your child and ask them to talk 
about what they are reading. 

Give books as presents. 
Pick a book that’s been turned into a 
film—Holes,  The Lion, the Witch, and the 
Wardrobe; or Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory—and read it together, a few chapters 
at a time. When you’re finished, host a family 
movie night to watch the film version. 

It is vitally important that 
nobody attends either Bede 

Academy site if they are 
displaying COVID-19 symptoms. 

In the event of symptoms 
emerging, you must contact 

111 for advice, and also inform 
the academy, using this email 

address: 

covidreporting@
bedeacademy.org.uk. 

This then enables us to take 
action where there has been 

contact with other members of 
the academy.

Tips for encouraging your child to read at home

‘This week, students in Year 7, 8 and 9 had the opportunity to enter the Young Writer’s 
‘Trapped Competition’. Students were asked to write a 100- word mini saga using the 
theme ‘trapped’. Three Bede Academy entries have been selected to appear in the 
finished product. Huge congratulations to Demi (9 Wadsworth), Jayden (7 Eschle) and 
Lana (7 Taylor).

Winning Writers
Many children and young people find it 
easier to talk to their peers first, before they 
talk to others such as family members or 
professionals. 

As a result, there has been an increased drive 
to develop peer-based initiatives, particularly 
programmes that focus on accessing help 
and emotional wellbeing support earlier. 

15 of our Sixth Form students have embarked 
upon a peer mentoring training programme 
to enable them to become equipped with 
the skills needed to support some of our 
younger students who may be experiencing 
emotional wellbeing difficulties. 

The training is an 8 week programme for up 
to 1.5 hours a week. They will be working 
with the Peer Mentor Lead from the Be You 
team and once trained, they will continue 
to receive support and guidance as they 
fulfil their mentoring role from the Peer 
Mentor Lead and Educational Mental Health 
Practitioners. 

We are delighted with the commitment our 
students have shown so far and know that 
they will be a valuable asset to Bede Academy 
in helping us to support the wellbeing of our 
students.

Sixth Form 
Peer Mentoring 

Programme

mailto:covidreporting%40bedeacademy.org.uk?subject=
mailto:covidreporting%40bedeacademy.org.uk?subject=


Menu for next week

Week commencing 14 December 2020  Christmas Lunch  Thursday 17 December

Monday
Soup of the day

Chinese Chicken Curry
With chunky onions 

Sausage Bacon Hash and Beans
Sausage Hash Beans and Shrooms (V)

Steamed Vegetables/Herb Dice

Tuesday
Soup of the day
Lasagne Verdi

 Classic Italian beef lasagne
Breaded Fish Fingers

Oven baked in a golden crumb
Cauliflower Cheese Bake

Served with pasta
Steamed Vegetables/Potato Wedges 

Wednesday
Soup of the day
Traditional Roast

With Yorkshire pudding
B.I.R

British Indian Restaurant Style Curry
Vegetable Curry

Steamed Vegetables/Creamed Potatoes or 
Rice

Thursday 17 December

Christmas Lunch
 

Roast Turkey 
With sage and onion and sausage 

wrapped in Bacon 

Roast Gammon 
With sage and onion and sausage 

wrapped in Bacon 

Vegetable Goulash 
With rice timbale 

Served with Carrots,Broccoli,Roast 
and Creamed potatoes 

Christmas Pudding or Dessert 
selection 

Friday
Soup of the day 

Battered Fish Fillet
Crispy fish fillets served with lemon and 

homemade tartare sauce 
Chicken Burger

Served in a soft seeded roll
Veggie spring roll

Peas /baked beans/chips 

Alternative pizza pasta bar/savoury bakes/
healthy heart bar

Many thanks to those of you who have 
recently participated in our survey on 
the vision and objectives for Blyth, as we 
develop the £25m Blyth Town Deal with the 
Government.   The results of the October 
survey are now online.

We have today launched a  new survey on 
our  Energising  Blyth website,  encouraging 
people to have their say on the projects to 
be included in the Blyth Town Deal Town 
Investment Plan, to be submitted to the 
government in January 2021.  In selecting these 
projects, we have listened to the feedback 

that we have received from you over the past 
18 months and offset that against the work 
that we have planned through the Future High 
Street Fund.

We are now encouraging everyone who lives, 
works, visits or runs a business in the town to 
give feedback on the projects to be included 
in agreeing a new Town Deal which could 
secure up to £25m investment for Blyth.

The December survey is available online.

Due to coronavirus restrictions, this will be an 
online-only consultation.  You can also access 

the survey on the Energising Blyth website 
under Consultation - Latest Survey.

The survey will close on the  3rd January 
2021 for review and we intend to give further 
opportunities to comment over the coming 
months.  We will share these as they arise. 

Many thanks: we look forward to receiving your 
feedback.

The Energising Blyth Team

Blyth Town 
Deal update

December 
Survey is open

On Thursday 17 December, 
students will have the opportunity 
to enjoy a superb Christmas lunch 
prepared by Bede’s excellent 
catering team. From experience 
we know that this is very popular 
with students so please ensure 
your child’s lunch account is in 
credit.   

https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/NorthumberlandCountyCouncil/media/Economy-and-Regeneration/October-2020-consultation-results-for-minutes-and-website.pdf
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/NorthumberlandCountyCouncil/media/Economy-and-Regeneration/October-2020-consultation-results-for-minutes-and-website.pdf
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Business/Town-Centre-Regeneration/Energising-Blyth.aspx
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3qkTu5CC8EKpgNw73-cPQC148V4HHtJPlFCj1qgxMuNUMFNZUllFQ0Q0NlFBOEkzUldSOTdSMlkwUi4u
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Business/Town-Centre-Regeneration/Energising-Blyth/Consultation.aspx


Bede Academy (Secondary) Sixth Avenue, Blyth, NE24 2SY

www.bedeacademy.org.uk

10 December 2020

 Dear Parents and Carers 

As we head into the festive break, I wanted to take the opportunity to write to you to highlight all you have done this year to support 
your children, schools and our communities. 

It has been a challenging time for all of us, and when we look back to where we were ten months ago it is hard to believe what we have 
all had to deal with. 

You have had to become teachers yourselves and adapted your lives to help the fight against the pandemic. You have supported those in 
our schools; headteachers, teachers and support staff to be able to do their jobs – to care for and teach your children. 

I hope you agree that as we continue to experience the effects of the pandemic, the learning, routine and social interaction your children 
get from attending school is vitally important for their health, social, mental and physical wellbeing. 

All of our schools have worked tirelessly to ensure your children are kept safe, and my thanks is also extended to them at this time. 
I am sure you are all looking forward to enjoying the Christmas break with your children and families in line with new government guid-
ance, but it is important to remember that we are not out of the woods yet, and we must continue to do all we can to protect ourselves 
and others from the virus. 
We would all like to forget for just a moment what we are dealing with, but by continuing to follow government guidance, we will hope-
fully begin to see a light at the end of the tunnel as we head into the new year. 
I want to thank you for continuing to support your schools as you have, by following the measures they have put in place to protect you, 
your children and staff. 

Thank you, 

Wishing you a Merry Christmas. 

Yours sincerely

Cath McEvoy-Carr 
Executive Director of Adult Social Care and Children’s Services

From January, there will be a change 
to the entrance points into the 

Academy for y8 and y10 students.

This has been prompted by road 
safety concerns and should enable 

easier and safer arrangements 
for dropping off and picking up 

students.

Y10s will use 20th Avenue gate
Y8s will use 25th Avenue Gate.

Please park with courtesy towards our neighbours when dropping off and picking 
up, and please be aware of vehicles when crossing the road / riding a bike or 

scooter.


