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Netball is a great passion here at the academy, we have at least 8 
teams playing for us in a usual season across the entire school.  Mrs 
Kidd at South inspires students to take up the game and coaches 
them to a fantastic standard, so they often win their summer league 
and the Northumberland Games finals.  
As they move to North, each team then plays in competitive leagues 
and tournaments throughout the winter seasons.  Once a year we are 
invited to send a very small group of girls to trial for Satellite County 
training.  
We are hugely fortunate to have around 20 girls currently playing at 
this level in the academy.  From this honour some of girls go onto be 
selected to trial at Regional level and in the past we have had Katie 
Fell and Jayci Barclay playing at Regional level.   This week I heard 
the fantastic news announced by England Netball that the under 13 
North East squad had been announced and the fantastically talented 
Cody Sullivan from 8 Ames had gained a place!!  Wonderful news and 
we look forward to hearing all about her pathway to playing Netball 
for England one day soon.
Miss Street

England Netball call up for Cody 

Dear Parents and Carers 

We have made it to the end of a long term. Thank you to all of 
you for the support and encouragement that you as parents and 
carers have shown the staff and students here at Bede Academy. 
We often talk about the ‘Bede Family’ or the ‘Bede Community’. 
It is this sense of working with you that makes Bede a great 
place to be part of.  I pray that all of you have a great Christmas 
holiday and enjoy some festivities over what will be an unusual 
Christmas break!
Over this last week there have been some exceptional high 
points. Walking the academy whilst the Carol Service played 
in every classroom, the delivery of ‘Operation Elf’ presents, 
the delivery of food hampers and parcels to elderly residents 
and care homes as well as the usual Christmas good wishes as 
students and staff leave for the holidays have all made this week 
special. If you have not yet seen the Carol Service it is available 
on the front page of our website.
You will also have received from me a letter regarding the 

announcements made in the news over the last couple of days 
by the government. 
Please take time to read that letter, suffice to say that we will 
be running online lessons for all secondary year groups from 
Tuesday 5 January to Friday 8 January apart from Year 11, 13 
and children of critical workers or those who are vulnerable (inc 
those with EHCPs). Monday 4 January will be an extra INSET day 
as we prepare the academy for the in school testing programme 
that is being rolled out in the New Year. 
I want to finish by saying that whatever may come in the New 
Year we will continue to do all that we can to support all who rely 
on us here at Bede Academy. We are fortunate to be part of the 
community here in Blyth. In this way we will continue to try to 
offer ‘life in all its fullness’ as Christ promised in John 10:10. Merry 
Christmas.

Andrew Thelwell
Principal (Secondary)

https://twitter.com/BedeAcademy


Message from the Welfare Team

Lockdown has ensured that Christmas 
shopping has largely been an online 
affair, but while that shift may ensure 
stockings are filled, it also moves 
families further into a commercialised 
digital world.  

For children and young people, this 
increasing commercialisation of 
online spaces can be particularly 
overwhelming.  From in-game 
spending and influencer marketing to 
pre-roll ads and live-stream donating, 
children are being commodified by 
subtle and sometimes manipulative 
marketing and sales techniques that 
pervade their favourite content.  

While the online industry continues 
to haul in billions, regulators have 
been slow to react – meaning parents 
are having to pick up the burden to 
protect and educate their children.  
However, it is also important to 
remember that while children are 
undoubtedly commodified, many of 
the places they visit online still provide 
great value: socially, educationally and 
for entertainment. Without having the 
space to explore these areas, they will 
not develop the resilience to thrive in 
them.  

The good news is that for all these 
challenges, parents do not need to 
be tech experts to help their children 
with some of the fundamentals.  
It may require talking to and 
supporting a child to develop a better 
understanding of the spaces they 
are in. Even so, many of the parental 
(or personal) rules that apply in the 
offline world also apply online too – 
whether it is being alert to scams or 
simply shopping around for the best 
deal on Black Friday. 

These conversations might feel a 
little old-fashioned in light of modern 
technology – like explaining the 
value of money – but they are more 
important than they ever were.

Given the ongoing requirement for all 
students and staff in schools to wear face 
coverings (unless medically exempt), 
we will be selling re-usable face masks 
after Christmas to any students who 
come on site without a mask. This is to 
minimise the waste and environmental 
impact generated by disposable masks, 

and to ensure that all site users are kept 
safe. Students are encouraged, wherever 
possible, to bring their own face mask 
on a daily basis and to make sure that 
this is regularly washed. Masks will be 
purchased in bulk and sold at cost; this is 
likely to be £1.50 per mask.

As 2020 draws to a close after what has been one of the strangest, most unsettling and 
challenging years that many of us have ever experienced, the need for rest, relaxation 
and time with those we love has never been greater.

Although many of us love this time of year, it can also be a difficult time too. Mental 
health doesn’t take time off at Christmas, and with all the added stresses that can 
come with the festive season it’s very important to care for your wellbeing. Follow our 
simple Christmas tips to support your wellbeing over the festive season.

Be active
Are you feeling tired and exhausted in the run up to Christmas? Research suggests 
keeping active can help beat tiredness. Why not try a brisk stroll at the beach or around 
the countryside. We sometimes forget we live in a beautiful part of the North East.
Take notice
Have too much to do before Christmas? Often we can be so focused on a growing to 
do list that we forget to pay attention to what is happening now. Take time off from 
the “ preparation” to spend time with those around you.
Keep learning 
Stuck for Christmas present ideas? Why not learn a new skill? It can not only improve 
your wellbeing but also make for exciting, personal Christmas presents. Save Santa’s 
elves a job or two!
Give to others
Feeling stressed this Christmas? Christmas can be a great time of year to do something 
for someone else. It doesn’t have to break the bank – something as simple as a smile or 
a ‘thank you’ can help with your own wellbeing as well as theirs.
Connect 
Feel lonely this Christmas? Christmas can be a tough time of year. Talking to and 
interacting with the people around you, whether that be family, neighbours or a 
friendly ‘hello’ to the person standing 2m away from you in the queue at the shops, 
may help. 
Keep your expectations of the festive period realistic
Many of us have a perfect vision of what the Christmas holidays should look like, and 
are disappointed when they don’t live up to their expectations. Remember, nobody 
has a perfect Christmas or a perfect family, so don’t pressure yourself to live up to 
unrealistic standards!
Stay in touch
This year is going to be different and we will not be able to see everyone we want 
to, but we can still keep in touch with whoever we want. We hadn’t even heard of 
“Zoom” in March yet it now seems to be a part of everyday life. There are loads of 
online Christmas activities you can still take part in to be together even when you 
have to be apart.
We are still here
Over the Christmas period the Welfare team at Bede can still be contacted at 
bawelfare@bedeacademy.org.uk.
We have also signposted many resources in the Welfare section of the academy 
website.
Have a wonderful Christmas from the Welfare team at Bede

Face Mask 
update



As part of the legacy of a prize fund won through the academy’s participation 
in the Great Exhibition of the North in 2018 we seek to recognise creativity in 
a termly prize for students.

For this autumn term Kady-Lee  (8 Tian, Aidan House) and Alexandra (8 Tipper, 
Oswald) were nominated for their work in Art and Engineering respectively.

In recognition of their efforts they have selected their own art material prizes 
from a prize fund box which we hope will support them to develop their 
talents even further.

Alexandra’s teacher in Engineering noted “her talents as a young illustrative 
designer have stood out. She has a fantastic gift and passion for creativity. 
I look forward to seeing her beautiful hand drawn illustrations taken into 
Photoshop for the Year 8 engineering graphics project.”

Kady-Lee’s Art teacher nominated her as she has “shown superb attitude and 
determination to do well in Art this year. Her dedication to the subject has 
resulted in some beautiful artwork towards her Portraiture Project. Her efforts 
deserve to be celebrated and rewarded.” 

Great Exhibition reward
On Monday, 7th December A-Level Art 
students had the exciting opportunity to 
join a series of online talks held by artists 
in Art in Action. This was the first time the 
event, which is otherwise held in London, 
has been available as an online stream 
and enabled students to access a superb 
insight into artistic practices in a range of 
disciplines and media. The programme 
featured short talks by artists followed by 
an interactive element whereby students 
had the opportunity to submit questions 
to be selected to put to the artists live. 
There were also series of polls in which 
students could participate in to reduce the 
digital divide.

The artists spoke honestly and candidly 
about their experiences from education 
to their current professions and practice, 
and this was well received by the students 
giving them valuable insights and more 
detail on possible future options they 
could pursue within the visual arts. From 
sculpture to mobile digital artist, many 
creative careers were on show with artists 
showing great examples of how they 
worked and explaining their influences. 
It was great to get such an opportunity 
to enrich the course despite many 
opportunities for educational visits still 
not being currently available and the high 
level of attentiveness and interest was 
testament to the focus of our A-level Art 
students.

Art in Action

From January, there will be a change to the entrance 
points into the academy for Year 8 and Year 10 

students.

This has been prompted by road safety concerns 
and should enable easier and safer arrangements for 

dropping off and picking up students.

Year 10s will use 20th Avenue Gate
Year 8s will use 25th Avenue Gate.



Mr Moore heads up he catering 
team at Bede Academy, alongside 
his excellent assistant manager, Mr 
Bruce.  His team are outstanding and 
during the last year their support for 
students, staff and indeed the wider 
community has been particularly 
impressive.  No challenge has been 
too hard for him or his team.  The 
general consensus at the Academy is 
that the quality of the food is superb 
and that the service is first rate.  
Haneen Al-Ghazawi, one of the Aidan 
House Captains, interviewed Mr 
Moore to find out what motivates Mr 
Moore towards providing such good 
care and support for the school and 

its students: 

Thank you so much for agreeing to 
being interviewed.  

The food at Bede Academy is 
really good! Why are you working 
in a school and not a first-class 
restaurant? 

It was a tough decision to come to 
a school, but I wanted to try and 
bring something different to school 
meals with more of a restaurant style 
cooking as well as showing street 
food can also be healthy.

Do you enjoy coming to work? 

I love coming to work and never 
feel it’s a chore.  Wednesday is my 
favourite day as it’s Indian restaurant 

style curry day.

What makes what you do so 
enjoyable? 

It’s the students as we have a great 
relationship with them as well as a 

laugh and a joke. 

What are the biggest challenges?

The biggest challenge is of course 
working to a tight budget and trying 
to stay current within food concepts.

This has been a really tough year 
with COVID, lockdown and the school 
staying open for vulnerable students 
and children of key workers. Did you 
and your team continue to support 
students through it all? 

Both myself and Mr Bruce my assistant 
manager worked all the way through 
lockdown to support students still 
within the academy.  All the staff were 
more than happy to help but the 
situation dictated what we could do.

Do you ever get any complaints about 
the food? And do you and your team 
ever get thanked or get compliments? 

We have never received any 
complaints about our food, but we 
have when it comes to running short 

on certain dishes.

What other ways do you support 
the Academy, and do you support 
the wider community at all through 
school events? 

We all try and make the refectory feel 
like it’s a happy place and students 
can relax have a laugh. I have 
supported students with issues like 
anxiety and some who just feel down 
in the dumps. We also hold afternoon 
tea sessions for elderly residents 3 
times a year but once again this year 
has been cruel. However, we were 
able to do a Christmas afternoon tea 
and provide 100 local people with a 
boxed selection of treats. I wouldn’t 
be able to do half the things I do 
without the support of Mr Bruce as 

well as the school staff in general.

The team you have always seem 
happy, even though working so hard 
– is there a secret to the positive 
atmosphere? 

We all enjoy working at Bede as well 
as in a team but once again it comes 
down to who we are serving and that 

is the students. 

In a few words, what would be your 
New Year’s resolution for yourself 
and your team? 

Simply to keep pushing forward 
making the menus as enjoyable as 
possible and offering the students 

the best choice and service.

Interview above by Haneen Al-
Ghazawi

Mr Moore has been a little modest in 
his answers.  I have had the privilege 
of working with Mr Moore over the 
past year.  He often makes very caring 
suggestions towards supporting 
students, he is very keen to help in 
any way he can those in need, and 
he gave of his time tirelessly during 
the lockdown period, giving up 
holiday times to support students.  
His leadership of the team is reflected 
in their cheerful, hard working and 
caring attitude, and also in the really 
high standards of presentation, the 
quality of the food and the focus on 
hygiene and care.  The pace of service 
during the lunch times is intense, but 
all goes smoothly and efficiently.  As 
Christmas approaches, and the team 
prepared and served a fabulour 
Christmas dinner, it is a wonderful 

opportunity to say a huge 

THANK YOU!

Food 
glorious 
food



Christmas festivities at Bede Academy
Despite the current restrictions, we have 
found many ways to bring Christmas cheer 
to the Bede community in COVID-secure 
ways. Last Friday saw a modified version of 
our Christmas Cracker event (arguably the 
best yet!) with Mr Harrison live-streaming 
into tutor rooms and a closely fought 
battle for the coveted tubs of sweets. The 
winning tutor groups were:

Year 7 – 7 Fraser
Year 8 – 8 Davies
Year 9 – 9 Maughan and 9 Hardy
Year 10 – 10 Pickering
Year 11 – 11 Birdsall
Sixth Form – VI Smith
 
Overall house:
1st Aidan 
2nd Cuthbert 
3rd Oswald

We also enjoyed the creativity of decorated 
doors, gingerbread houses and seeing the 
winning Christmas card designs come to 
life in print.

This week, all staff and students were 
able to enjoy a fabulous Christmas 
Dinner, provided by our catering team. In 
addition, we enjoyed an all-through video 
Carol Service, on the theme “Light in the 
Darkness.” It is truly remarkable to reflect 
on the term that has passed and how there 
have been so many glimmers of light, 
despite the darkness of the pandemic. Mrs 
Harding reminded us all, in her welcome, 
of the tremendous resilience of students 
and staff in the ways that we have all 
responded to the many rapid changes 
of the past year. The service also reminds 
us that the baby in the manger, who we 
remember at Christmas, is our ultimate 

Light in the darkness, and is a source of 
much hope in these challenging times.

We can also celebrate the many ways 
that the Bede family has been a light in 
the community, for example through our 
involvement with the Blyth foodbank, the 
Blythswood shoe box appeal, providing 
angels to local churches, partnering with 
other businesses and churches to support 
Operation Elf, providing hampers to 
local care home residents in lieu of their 
annual Tea Party, to name but a few. Our 
students and staff are amazing examples 
of generosity and active love.

This Christmas will certainly be 
remembered for many good reasons, as 
well as for the disappointments in not 
being able to spend the time we would 
like with our friends and loved ones.

It is vitally important that nobody attends either Bede Academy site if they are 
displaying COVID-19 symptoms. In the event of symptoms emerging, you must 
contact 111 for advice, and also inform the academy, using this email address: 

covidreporting@bedeacademy.org.uk. 

This then enables us to take action where there has been contact with other 
members of the academy.

Covid 19 contact information

Winners of Year 8 PTE 
Christmas Nativity 

Competition

Will 8 Butler - 3rd Place  Aidan House

Sam 8 Broadway - Second Place - Oswald

Faye  8 Ames- First Place - Oswald

Christmas Door Competition 

First Place - 11 Poole - Aidan. Second Place - 11 Taylor - Oswald. 
Third Place -  7 Taylor - Aidan

21
3

Thank you to all at Bede Academy for working 
with us to bring a bit of hope and light to our 
community.



The X Factor final took place as part of our Christmas Cracker last Friday.  The restrictions 
meant that there could be no bright lights and audience this year; instead, our five finalists 
recorded their performances, which were broadcast to the whole academy.  Students 
were then able to vote for their favourite act.  
The result was close, with Neve of Aidan House placing third and Erin of Oswald House 
placing second.  This year’s title of X Factor champion and the trophy goes to Eddie Hogg 
of Cuthbert House, whose performance of John Lennon’s imagine, fittingly on the fortieth 
anniversary of Lennon’s death, won the most votes.  
Congratulations to Eddie, who joins the exclusive list of Bede students to win the coveted 
X Factor title.

and the winner is...

Cuthbert

Lily, 7 Kale
Highest House Points in KS3
Bridget, 10 Jolly
Joint highest House Points in KS4 and 100% 
attendance 
Fay, VI Fisher
Highest House Points in KS5
Joe, 10 Jolly
Improved attendance, boy with highest 
House Points in KS4

Oswald

Faye, 8 Ames
Excellent attendance, Highest House Points 
in Year 8 and excellent contribution to 
House Events
Liam, 9 Clarkson
Highest House Points in Year 9 and 100% 
Attendance
Lila, 7 Stevens
Highest House Points in Year 7, 100% 
Attendance, excellent attempts in House 
Events 
Sophie, 10 Dawson-Rogers
100% Attendance – Top House Points in 
KS4, excellent contribution to House Events 

Aidan

Ruby, 7 Jones
100% attendance and 35 House Points. In 
top 10 at Secondary this year. Top of Aidan 
House
Paige, 8 Davies
98.08% and 28 House Points – top in Year 8.
Emily, 9 Shackleton
100% attendance and 24 House Points – top 
in Year 9
Joseph, 9 Shackleton 
100% attendance and 17 House Points – top 
boy in Year 9

Festive Hamper Winners

The annual Gingerbread House competition has taken place in the academy over 
two nights, Tuesday 15th and Wednesday 16th of December. 

Participants were given a DIY gingerbread kit, a range of icing and decorations and 
let loose with their own creativity and design skills.  The winning 3 were Aneta (10 
Palmer), Ryan (10 Hindhaugh) and Demi  (10 Charlton). 

Gingerbread House Winners


