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Visit us on twitter to find out what our staff, parents and students are doing!
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Briardale House  Poets Corner  Newsham Co-Op

Ple ey News KC Beautique Once Upon A Tier
Unit Twenty Barbershop  Gino’s Fish and Chips
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Contract House, Renwick Rd, NE24 2NX
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Keel Row Shopping Centre

Contact Us:      mel.jackson@blythtowncouncil.org.uk      07517 101 452

Operation Elf See Page 3             DEADLINE WEDNESDAY 9 DECEMBER

Join the Parent Forum 
See Page 3

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the knitted Angels 
in the Community. We have had students and parents from both 
Bede North and Bede South participate as well staff and their 

families.  The church will be overwhelmed. 
Thank you once again. The generosity and spirit we have a Bede 
Academy is outstanding. 

Thank  you for the Christmas Angels

Parents’ Evening Update 
See Page 4

Christmas Uniform Info 
See Page 4

Dear Parents and Carers

At Bede Academy, like Christian communities worldwide, we are 
currently in the period Advent. A time of waiting. We use this 
time to prepare for the Christmas Festivities ahead. We are busy 
gearing up for our Christmas Festivities here at Bede Academy. 
Over the next week we have our Christmas Cracker, X Factor Finals, 
Christmas Dinner and most importantly of all our Christmas Carol 
Service. Students and staff have been preparing and practising 
for each of these events! But what is it we are waiting for?

As an academy with a Christian ethos, particularly one that strives 
to serve the whole community, Christmas is an exceptionally 
important time for us. As difficult and as unusual as this Christmas 
may be for many families because of the restrictions we are living 
under; this Christmas takes on particular significance. Our Carol 
Service theme is taken from the description of Jesus at the start 
of St John’s Gospel as ‘the true light’ and ‘light in the darkness’. 
Our message this Christmas is that it is a time for the community 
to celebrate some light in what has been a difficult year; and for 
Christians to proclaim ‘Emmanuel – God is with us’. Indeed the 

foundation that Bede Academy is part of is named the Emmanuel 
Schools Foundation for this very reason. A ‘mass’ is a service of 
celebration so Christmas is a time to celebrate the birth of Christ 
and the time that we get to spend together. We look forward to 
these next two weeks together before the holiday begins as a 
chance to keep working, learning and celebrating together.

The newsletter below celebrates some of the events that Bede 
Academy students have already been part of (particularly the 
Angels in the Community event). Also thank you to those who 
have donated presents to the  ‘Blyth Christmas Appeal – Operation 
Elf’ run by the Town Council. These donations will allow families 
in our own community to celebrate a difficult Christmas this year 
with a bit more cheer because of your generosity. If you have 
not yet had the chance to donate a gift but would still like to do 
so this appeal runs until early this week. We are also looking to 
establish a Parents’ Forum at Bede Academy to help us to consult 
with Parents more effectively. If you would like to be involved 
please read the details provided and get in touch!

Mr A Thelwell, Principal

https://twitter.com/BedeAcademy


Message from the Welfare Team

It is vitally important that nobody attends either Bede Academy site if they are 
displaying COVID-19 symptoms. In the event of symptoms emerging, you must 
contact 111 for advice, and also inform the academy, using this email address: 

covidreporting@bedeacademy.org.uk. 

This then enables us to take action where there has been contact with other 
members of the academy.

Covid 19 contact information

As we know all too well, life at the moment is not what we are used to.  What we do not 
know, however, is exactly why or exactly when things might change.  
Equally uncertain are the best ways to cope with disruption, such as self-isolation and 
learning from home, in order to stay well in body and mind.  
For this reason, recent Personal Development sessions were given over to students’ own 
questions on all matters COVID; and they raised some highly thoughtful and intelligent 
points.  
The issues covered fell into the categories of the science behind COVID and vaccinations, 
the legal aspects of Lockdown, and the educational impact of this time.  
In response to such important enquiries, Bede convened a panel of experts and Friday’s 
PD time constituted a live Zoom forum in which they replied directly to the students’ 
queries.  
The information given was incredibly enlightening and included Mr Smith clarifying the 
legal status of Lockdown and Tier 3 restrictions; Mr Thelwell reminding us that learning 
has never stopped at Bede, with the incredible statistic that over a million pieces of work 
were submitted online during the summer term; and Mrs Normanton explaining why 
changes to the academy’s organisation, such as not moving between classrooms, really 
are the safest policy.  
We were also delighted to have our governor and former GP, Dr Beverley Kenny join the 
panel.  Dr Kenny kindly gave us the benefit of her medical knowledge, and explained 
both the reasons behind government guidelines, and, most hopefully, the status of the 
vaccines.  
It was fantastic to find answers to our students’ questions so swiftly and directly and we 
are grateful to all on our panel.  Most reassuring was the news from Dr Kenney that the 
vaccines are based on much wider research than we might have imagined, and that this 
is why they have been approved for use so quickly. 
Most encouraging for now, was Mr Smith’s news that football could be played again from 
Wednesday, which raised a cheer all round!

We have mentioned numerous times 
to students and their parents the 
dangers of communicating online 
with strangers, but we have received 
some reports this week that some 
of our students are using an online 
service called Omegle.  

Omegle is an online chat service which 
encourages its users to communicate 
with complete strangers.  This can be 
done via text, voice or video chat.  

This is not a new communication 
platform, it has been around for 
several years.  However, we are a little 
concerned that some students have 
mentioned that they are using this 
service and are openly communicating 
with strangers.  

Omegle claim that they monitor video 
chats, but this is not enough to ensure 
that children are not being exposed to 
inappropriate content.  

The other major concern is that Omegle 
does not require users to register an 
account, which means that people can 
use this service anonymously without 
any consequences.  

Another concerning feature of Omegle 
is its ‘spy feature’, which allows a third 
user to view a chat between two other 
users without them being aware that 
they are being watched.  

More details can be found by visiting 
https://www.thinkuk now.co.uk/
globalassets/omegle-parents-guide.
pdf, but as always, if you do have any 
concerns then please do hesitate to 
contact your child’s House team or the 
Welfare team and we will be happy to 
help.



Thank you to 
everyone who 
has donated 

gifts of books, 
toys, clothes 
and food to 

the  
Operation Elf 

Appeal.

Collection points for 
food and gifts will be 
set up in each Year 
Group bubble so 
please donate what 
you can by Wednesday 
9 December.  Many 
thanks

Operation Elf is a cooperative 
of groups, organisations and 
companies in Blyth, Blyth 
Town Council and the Mayor 
Cllr Warren Taylor, Blyth CVA, 
Blyth Food Bank, Engage in 
the Community, Blyth Rotary 
Club and The Port of Blyth 
and Bede Academy is also 
supporting this initiative.
Its aim is to support families 
during the Christmas period, 
and beyond, who are 
facing particularly difficult 
circumstances. 
Together we are hoping to 
provide donations of food, 
gifts, and also for volunteers 
to take food parcels out in 
December and help pack 
boxes.
Blyth is famous for its 
generosity and this year we 
hope to give each family 
food for Christmas week, 
small gifts for the children, 
and support going forwards 
throughout January and 
February.
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Operation Elf

We are keen to set up a parent 
consultation group to help ensure 
that we are serving the parents, 
students and the wider community 
effectively.  

The group would consider a range 
of projects, initiatives and policy 
suggestions, as well as providing an 
opportunity to consider key issues 
that emerge during a school year.  
In terms of meetings this is likely to 
happen once a term, but details will 
follow if we have enough interest 
from parents to go ahead with this 
plan.

Recently we engaged in a parent 
consultation through our newsletter 
and website, requesting feedback 
regarding our new policy on 
Relationship and Sex Education. 

We would like to thank those who 
responded, but as we could not have 
a related parents’ evening, it would 
be helpful to have this as the focus for 
a first meeting.  

If you would like be part of this then 
please contact:

Mrs Kay Thompson at Bede North

Mrs N Courtney at Bede South

at

Newsletter@bedeacademy.org.uk

stating the name of your child/
children and their current tutor group 
or class.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Please help us co ect...
Savoury

 rge tins of ham
T i ed Pork

T i ed Corned B f
Gravy Granules

Stuff  ing Mix
Pickles

Chutney
Crackers

Ch se Biscuits
Crisps

Sw t
Christmas Cake

Mince Pies
Sto en

Christmas Pu ing
Christmas biscuits

T rif le mix
Je y

Custard
T i ed Fruit

Juice/Squash

Confectionary
Selection boxes

Boxes of chocolates
Sw ts

Other items
Box of crackers
Wra ing paper

Or anything you can aff ord to give

Contact Us:      mel.jackson@blythtowncouncil.org.uk      07517 101 452

Blyth Christma� appeal
Co ecting Until Friday 11th December

Operation
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Menu for next week
7 December 2020

The final of our X Factor competition will 
take place next week. The five finalists 
have recorded their performances and 
these will be screened on Friday 11 
December before the Christmas Cracker 
event.  Staff and students will be invited 
to vote for thier favourtie act. The 
successful finalists are: Erin (10 Webster, 
Oswald); Evan (10 Jolly, Cuthbert); Eddie 
(10 Jolly, Cuthbert); Neve (8 Davies, 
Aidan); Francesca (7 Stevens, Oswald).   
The winner will be crowned before 
Christmas!

Monday
Soup of the day
Cajun Chicken

Chicken Fillet coated in a blackened 
Cajun spice 

Steak Quesadilla
Baked tortillas filled with Chilli Cheese 

Steak
Quorn Quesadilla

Steamed Vegetables/Potato Wedges

Tuesday
Soup of the day

Chilli Dog
 Prime Sausage served in a soft finger 

roll with Chilli Chicken
Breaded Fish Cake

Oven baked
Cheese and Potato Cake

Served with relish
Steamed Vegetables/Herb Dice 

Potatoes

Wednesday
Soup of the day
Traditional Roast

with Yorkshire Pudding
B.I.R

British Indian Restaurant Style Curry
Vegetable B.I.R

Steamed Vegetables/Roast Potatoes 
or Rice

Thursday
Soup of the day 
  The Bede Mac

Beef Pattie with Hash Brown and 
Bacon

Chicken Hakka Noodles
Egg Noodles tossed with Shredded 

Chicken and aromatics
Veggie Hakka Noodles

Steamed vegetables/potato wedges

Friday
Soup of the day 

Battered Fish Fillet
Crispy fish fillets served with lemon 

and homemade tartare sauce 
Southern fried chicken

Chicken fillet in a spicy crumb
Battered Halloumi

Peas /baked beans/chips 

Alternative pizza pasta bar/selection 
of savoury bakes/baked potatoes/

salad bar/
Pizza bar is served with salad only

Christmas break is rapidly approaching 
and we wanted to share some information 
with you regarding the operation of the 
uniform shop over the Christmas period.
The academy will be closed from 18 
December until 4 January but the on-line 
store will still be open to receive orders 
during  this time. 
Any orders received on-line over the 
period 19 December – 3 January 2021 
will be processed the week commencing 
4 Jan 2021.
The last Click and Collect date will be 
Friday 18 December. This is a free Click 
and Collect 7 day service, therefore all 
Click and Collect orders must be placed 

by Thursday 10 December. 
Parents are reminded that Click and 
Collect orders will be given to students 
as the academy is currently closed to 
parents and visitors. 
Orders to be dispatched via DPD is a 
3-5-day service, therefore the last day 
to place an order before the Christmas 
break would be Monday 14 December for 
delivery before Christmas. 
We would ask parents to place orders 
using the link below as all EAS uniform 
shops within the ESF are closed due to 
COVID and we currently do not have a 
date these will reopen. 
https://www.easschoolwear.co.uk

Christmas uniform ordering

Face to face parents’ evenings are not a 
possibility at this time, but we very much 
value the opportunity to discuss student 
performance with you and to give you the 
opportunity to seek additional support 
and guidance. 
 This year in place of face-to-meetings we 
will be making personalised phone calls 
and as such you can expect a phone call 
from us following your childs examination 
results or mid year tests.  
Calls to Year 11 parents will start on the 
evening of Wednesday 9 December 
following their recent examinations 
and Year 8 parents will be called from 

Wednesday 16 December.  Calls will 
normally be made between 4pm and 
7pm.
Phone calls will be made by Form Tutors, 
the House team or the senior leadership 
team. Do not worry if you miss our call, 
we will try again over the subsequent few 
days. 
Parents of students in Years 7, 9, 10 and 
Sixth Form will be called next year.
If you have any queries about parents 
evening, or any academic matter 
please do not hesitate to contact us on 
academicteam@bedeacademy.org.uk. 

Arrangements for Parents’ Evenings 2020-2021

Menu for next week
7 December 2020

Monday
Soup of the day
Cajun Chicken

Chicken Fillet coated in a blackened 
Cajun spice 

Steak Quesadilla
Baked tortillas filled with Chilli Cheese 

Steak
Quorn Quesadilla

Steamed Vegetables/Potato Wedges

Tuesday
Soup of the day

Chilli Dog
 Prime Sausage served in a soft finger 

roll with Chilli Chicken
Breaded Fish Cake

Oven baked
Cheese and Potato Cake

Served with relish
Steamed Vegetables/Herb Dice 

Potatoes

Wednesday
Soup of the day
Traditional Roast

with Yorkshire Pudding
B.I.R

British Indian Restaurant Style Curry
Vegetable B.I.R

Steamed Vegetables/Roast Potatoes 
or Rice

Thursday
Soup of the day 
  The Bede Mac

Beef Pattie with Hash Brown and 
Bacon

Chicken Hakka Noodles
Egg Noodles tossed with Shredded 

Chicken and aromatics
Veggie Hakka Noodles

Steamed vegetables/potato wedges

Friday
Soup of the day 

Battered Fish Fillet
Crispy fish fillets served with lemon 

and homemade tartare sauce 
Southern fried chicken

Chicken fillet in a spicy crumb
Battered Halloumi

Peas /baked beans/chips 

Alternative pizza pasta bar/selection 
of savoury bakes/baked potatoes/

salad bar/
Pizza bar is served with salad only

Christmas uniform ordering



Despite the restrictions imposed by Lockdown and now Tier 3 restrictions, Bede has remained committed to providing 
students with a range of opportunities both within and outside of their curriculum, and staff have shown much 
creativity in terms of offering these opportunities in a Covid-secure way. I’m sure that students will have much to talk 
about over the remaining two weeks of term, as we celebrate the Christmas season together.

HOUSE EVENTS

DATE HOUSE EVENT

30 NOVEMBER 2020
HOUSE CHESS
ART: Y8 WORLD MASKS
COMPLETE 4 THINGS ON 12 THINGS TO DO LIST

07 DECEMBER 2020

X FACTOR FINAL TH
CHRISTMAS CRACKER F
CHRISTMAS DOORS – THEME: “LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS”
HOUSE TUG OF WAR
CHRISTMAS CARD DESIGN
ICT: COMPUTER SCIENCE WEEK CHALLENGE
Y7 HISTORY: HOUSE SAINTS CHALLENGE
YEAR 7 ACCELERATED READER

14 DECEMBER 2020

TERM 1 ATTENDANCE TOTALS
TERM 1 INDIVIDUAL HOUSE POINTS
HOUSE GINGERBREAD
THE BIG QUIZ F
Y8 GEOGRAPHY: “BURGESS MODEL CAKE”
Y8 HISTORY: ELIZABETHAN PORTRAITS
YR9 ENGINEERING: POP UP CARD CHALLENGE
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY CHALLENGE: RECYCLING CHRISTMAS 
CARDS OR WRAPPING

DATE HOUSE EVENT

04 JANUARY 2021
Y7 MUSIC: MUSICAL INSTRUMENT MODEL MAKING COMPETI-
TION

11 JANUARY 2021 MASTERCHEF – 3 COURSE MEAL

18 JANUARY 2021
HOUSE BASKETBALL
PTE: BIBLE SONG COMPETITION

25 JANUARY 2021 HOUSE FOOTBALL

01 FEBRUARY 2021 HOUSE BASKETBALL

08 FEBRUARY 2021

HOUSE SCRABBLE
HOUSE TABLE TENNIS
HOUSE TRAMPOLINING
SAFER INTERNET DAY CHALLENGE
Y9 HISTORY: LOCAL HISTORY PROJECT
YR7 ENGINEERING: PHOTO FRAME CHALLENGE
Y9,10,11 INTERMEDIATE MATHS CHALLENGE
Y7 ACCELERATED READER

Christmas festivities at Bede Academy
As we approach the season of Christmas, it is delightful to see the many ways that the Bede 
community is looking outwards and supporting those in need around us. From knitted Angels 
and Shoeboxes to generous donations of gifts and food for Operation Elf and also the Blyth 
Foodbank, we are so grateful for the kindness shown in so many practical ways. Thank you to 
our wonderful students and also their families for this generosity.

In the academy, there is much to look forward to in the approach to Christmas. As well as 
Christmas-themed assemblies, we have many festive house events and opportunities to 
celebrate the joys of the season

All tutor groups and staff are encouraged to decorate their doors to reflect the theme: 
“Light in the Darkness.” Our annual Christmas door competition is always very popular 
and highly competitive, and we look forward to seeing what students come up with this 
year.

 Next Friday, we will enjoy our Christmas Cracker afternoon, where students will work in 
their tutor groups to complete challenges and to watch the X-Factor Finalists perform. 
Despite the necessary Covid adjustments, the afternoon promises to be a great opportunity 
for tutor group families to enjoy time together, and to compete for the coveted Christmas 
Cracker House points.

In the last week of term, we will enjoy eating a Christmas dinner in slightly 
extended lunchtime slots, and will stream our Christmas Carol service into all 
tutor rooms, where staff and students across the academy will share their singing, 
acting and reading talents, as we celebrate together the birth of Jesus: Light of 
the World.

We have another festive house competition in the last week of term where students will 
be invited to compete for the best Gingerbread House. Further details to follow from Dr 
Fraser.

Bede Academy (Secondary) Sixth Avenue, Blyth, NE24 2SY


