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Dear Parents

As we come to the end of what has been a wonderful 
and interesting term, I want to take the opportunity to 
thank you.  Thank you for accepting the changes and 
thank you for adapting to them so well.  Thank you 
for helping to give the children a sense of normality 
and a hope.  During 2020, we have seen home-school 
partnerships strengthened as we have relied on each 
other to ensure the students continue to get the best 
offer we can provide.  We will be forever grateful to all 
parents for supporting us in our mission for excellence 
in curriculum, excellence in character and excellence 
in community.  

I am sure you would also like to join me in thanking 
the staff who work tirelessly to ensure the students 
benefit from the best possible experience, both at the 
academy and whilst working from home.  Staff have 
adapted well this year and it is an honour to work with 
such a committed team.  

The students have had a successful year and a 
successful term.  I would like to congratulate them 
for their hard work and for continuing to show the 
Bede Academy core values during a very challenging 
time.  I am sure you are extremely proud of them.  It 
has been an absolute pleasure to see how they have 
returned to full-time schooling.  
 
This year we repeated our annual Harvest collection 
and Christmas shoe box appeal.  Thanks to your 
support we collected a huge amount of food and over 

one hundred Christmas shoe boxes were donated to 
some very grateful children.  We are also thankful 
for your effort and contributions during Christmas 
Jumper Day.  We raised over £800 which is our 
highest amount to date and this money will provide 
much needed funds for Save the Children.  It is a real 
privilege to be part of such a caring community.  This 
year the world has been challenged to be kinder and 
to be more grateful.  We have certainly seen Bede 
Academy students rise to this challenge and respond 
with true kindness and with grateful hearts.  

We hope you have enjoyed or will enjoy our first 
ever Christmas performances online.  A different 
experience this year but I am sure you will agree that 
the outcome is outstanding.  A huge well done to all 
involved, particularly the students.  In the Christmas 
story, you will hear the angel saying to the shepherds, 
‘Do not be afraid, we bring you good news of great joy 
for all people.’  What a fantastic verse to think about 
at the end of this year. ‘Do not be afraid, we bring you 
good news of great joy for all people.’  This verse was 
written for ALL people.  Jesus is that good news and 
he is for all people, including you and your family.

I trust you all have a wonderful Christmas holiday, 
enjoy precious times with loved ones and stay safe.   
We will be thinking of you and look forward to seeing 
you in the new year.

Every blessing, 

Mrs Harding 



In art this half term, Year 1 have been learning about self-portraits. We have used pencil, chalk and paint to create 
different effects in our portraits. To end our unit, we used pastel to create super Pop Art of ourselves and we 
thoroughly enjoyed changing our face colours and features!  We would like to share some fantastic work from 1LRI.

Self Portraits in Year 1

Sophia Noah Lily

Year 4 have written 
our own winter poems. 
We tried to make 
them rhyme and have 
rhythm. Instead of 
performing them to 
the class, we recorded 
our voices reading the 
poems on the iPads. 

We’ve had an exciting 
final week before 
Christmas. We hope 
you all enjoyed our 
nativity! We certainly 
did!

Rhyme and Rhythm in 4LHE

Merry Christmas from Nursery!



Bede Staff News

A huge thank you from Mr and Mrs Tallent to all the 
staff, students and parents that have supported us and 
wished us well.  Iris Matilda Tallent was born on 2nd 
December 2020.

As you may be aware, Miss Tweddell will be leaving Bede Academy as Early Years Leader in January.  Miss 
Tweddell has had a huge impact on Bede Academy over the 10 years that she has been with us.  She has worked 
with many students and families throughout the years and we hope that you will join us in thanking her for her 
dedication and wishing her alll the best in her new chapter.

Mrs May will also be starting a new role in January as a member of support staff within the academy, she will still 
be working closely with many students across both sites.  

Mrs Gendler-Watson will be starting as the new 
Nursery teacher in January. She is an experienced 
Early Years professional and looks forward to joining 
us at Bede Academy.

Following the guidelines, a child shouldn’t attend the academy if someone in the same household is awaiting 
test results.  The child can only return once negative test results are given.  If someone tests positive, the whole 

household is to self-isolate for 10  days from when the symptoms started.
Please inform the academy using this email address:

covidreporting@bedeacademy.org.uk
especially out of normal school hours and during the Christmas Break up until Christmas Eve

If self isolating due to being a close contact of someone that is positive for COVID19, it is a government 
requirement that work is completed at home.  Work is uploaded daily on google classroom by teachers.

COVID Testing

This month’s challenge is a circuit workout. A great opportunity for 
parents to keep fit with your children!  In the month of December, do 
as many full circuits of the workout below as possible:

Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and 2

10 Jumping jacks
10 Squats
10 Burpees
10 High knees

Year 3, 4, 5 and 6

15 Jumping jacks
15 Squats
15 Burpees
15 High knees

Super Hero Family Fit Challenge

Good luck, and remember to record what you have achieved.



The new amended times that we have trialed this week will be extended to the first week of January.  Please can 
you ensure you are familiar with the new start and finish time for your child.   We would greatly appreciate if 
you could arrive at the school gates just 2 or 3 minutes before your allocated time slot as we are trying to avoid 
mass congregations.   It is imperative to stick to your allocated slot inside the school grounds as we need to 
keep everyone as safe as possible. Unfortunately if people arrive too early causing crowds, the times will have 
to be reverted back to the original slots, meaning many families will have a longer wait.  As always your co 
-operations is hugely appreciated.

Drop off and Collection Times



Menu Week One
Week commencing 11th January 2021

Monday
Chicken Curry with Rice
Vegetarian Cottage Pie

Jacket Potato with choice of filling
Vanilla Cake

Tuesday 
Roast Gammon
Quorn Goujons

Jacket Potato with choice of filling
Banana Mousse

Wednesday
Minced Beef and Yorkshire Pudding

Quorn Roast
Jacket Potato with choice of filling

Fruit Jelly

Thursday
Meatballs and Vegetable Gravy

Quorn Nuggets
Jacket Potato with choice of filling

Jam Sponge

Friday
Traditional Oven Baked Fish

Vegetarian Burger
Jacket Potato with choice of filling

Ice Cream

Menu Week Four
Week commencing 4th January 2021

Monday
Sausage and Tomato Pasta Bake

Tomato Pasta
Jacket Potato with choice of filling

Butterscotch Mousse

Tuesday
Sausage Roll

Vegetarian Sausage
Jacket Potato with choice of filling

Sticky Toffee Pudding

Wednesday
Roast Chicken
Quorn Roast

Jacket Potato with choice of filling
Flapjacks

Thursday
Pasta Bolognaise
Vegetarian Curry

Jacket Potato with choice of filling
Fruity Jelly

Friday
Traditional Oven Baked Fish
Cheese and Tomato Quiche

Jacket Potato with choice of filling
Ice Cream

Seasonal vegetables or salad will be served every day
Fresh fruit will be offered daily as an alternative to desserts

Please be reminded that a google form will be sent to you every Tuesday requesting you to inform 
us of the menu choice for your child the following week.  This needs to be submitted by 1pm on 
Thursday.  The form must be filled out by every parent, even if your child is bringing in a packed 
lunch from home.

We thank you for your patience and understanding and appreciate how supportive you have all been with all these 
changes to routines and arrangements that have been necessary to keep us all safe.

Dinner accounts must be kept in credit, these should be topped up using parent pay.


