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AIDAN HOUSE!
A NEWS UPDATE FROM

15 JANUARY 2021

Dear Parents, Carers and Students

Welcome to the first edition of our House Newsletter for the 
New Year. I hope that you all had a lovely holiday period with 
plenty of time to relax and enjoy time with those at home. 

Once again, we find ourselves back in the world of online learning 
and though this is undoubtedly a challenge for us, it is one that 
we have experienced and successfully managed before. You have 
proved your resilience time and again and I am confident that 
you will continue to do so in our current circumstances.  
 
Though most of us are working at home, the new term continues 
and will as ever, be filled with lots of new opportunities for all of 
us. I am very much looking forward to celebrating more of your 
outstanding efforts and achievements. 
 
At the end of last term, we saw the conclusion of the Christmas 
related activities such as Christmas door competition, Christmas 
Cracker and House gingerbread decorating.

The results for the events were as follows.
Christmas Cracker - Aidan (1st), Cuthbert (2nd), Oswald (3rd)
Christmas Door - Aidan (1st), Oswald (2nd), Cuthbert (3rd)
House Gingerbread - Cuthbert (1st), Aidan (2nd), Oswald (3rd)

The Bede Academy Carol Service was full of 
hope and encouragement.  It was good to see 

Visit us on twitter to find out what our staff, 
parents and students are doing!

@BedeAcademy

how we work together at Bede to seek to provide ‘light 
in the darkness’. 

Aidan House is wonderful at caring for others, 
contributing together, providing encouragement and 
helping my chicks to aspire to ‘fly high!’

A New Year, with new hopes, and Eddie and I are hoping 
that our House will continue to be the leaders in the 
House Competitions.  Happy New Year Aidan House.  

Please join in my new Limerick competition.  I am looking 
forward to some really good ones to read out.
Love 
Ellie x

This means that at the conclusion of the first term the overall 
points totals were; Aidan (150 points), Cuthbert (141 points) and 
Oswald (137 points). I am delighted to see that we are still holding 
top spot in the race to the House Cup and I would like to thank 
each and every one of you who have contributed to that. It really 
is all still to play for though. With so many House competitions 
still to come and Cuthbert and Oswald not that far behind, we 
need to keep up our efforts and enthusiasm to ensure that we 
do not lose our lead. Let us keep up the fantastic work from last 
term and ensure that we have lots to celebrate in the coming 
weeks. 
 
Speaking of which, we have made a great start by winning the 
KS3 Computer Science challenge. More details on this can 
be found elsewhere in this newsletter but I would like to say 
congratulations to Elliot, 9 Shackleton for his winning entry. We 
have various House Events currently running. For Year 7, there is a 
musical instrument model making competition. Students can find 
details of this on their Music Google Classroom. For Year 9, there 
is a Geography volcano challenge where students can use any 
materials to create a labelled volcano. Again, details for this will 
be found on the Year 9 Geography google classrooms and the 
first whole Academy event for this year, Masterchef has also been 
launched this week. Students are tasked with creating a meal for 
their family. This can be any main meal involving any ingredients, 
but all dishes will be judged purely on presentation. Details are 
in tutor Google classrooms. I already know that we have some 
creative chefs amongst you, so I am very much looking forward 
to seeing the entries coming in. 
 
I hope that you are all well and staying safe. Remember that 
although we may be working apart at the moment, we are still 
part of one community. Please do not feel that you are on your 
own. If you are worried, anxious or just have questions that you 
would like answered, contact the Academy and we will do our 
very best to support you. 

Take care of yourselves and each other.
Best wishes
Mrs Ridley

Goodbye and Thank You

from Aidan House!



HOUSE EVENTSHOUSE EVENTS

Dear Aidan House, 

Firstly, I would like to wish you all a very happy new year 
and I hope that you all spent Christmas with loved ones 
and had a restful break. We now look forward to the new 
year and what this is going to bring for all of you in Aidan 
House. 

I know we have not quite returned to learning the way we 
had anticipated, but this will not stop us from engaging 
and still participating in house events that are yet to 
come. It is outstanding to see that we are still in the 
lead with 150 points and we have achieved first place in 
the computer science challenge with thanks to Elliott, 9 

Shackleton. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank those students 
who have contributed towards the house points so far 
and I ask those that have yet to contribute do so in the 
upcoming challenges, Aidan house needs you! 

I hope to see you all very soon, but in the meantime stay 
safe and look after yourselves. 

Take care and best wishes 
Miss Haley 
Assistant Head of House   

DATE HOUSE EVENT

11 JANUARY 
2021

MASTERCHEF – 3 COURSE MEAL

18 JANUARY 
2021

HOUSE BASKETBALL
PTE: BIBLE SONG COMPETITION

25 JANUARY 
2021

HOUSE FOOTBALL

01 
FEBRUARY 

2021

HOUSE BASKETBALL

08 
FEBRUARY 

2021

HOUSE SCRABBLE
HOUSE TABLE TENNIS
HOUSE TRAMPOLINING
SAFER INTERNET DAY CHALLENGE
Y9 HISTORY: LOCAL HISTORY 
PROJECT
YR7 ENGINEERING: PHOTO FRAME 
CHALLENGE
Y9,10,11 INTERMEDIATE MATHS 
CHALLENGE
Y7 ACCELERATED READER

Aidan House is going from strength to strength, thanks 
to you, your tutors and the House Leads.  What a great 
team!  

It is wonderful to see so many star students, and I look 
forward each week to watching the Monday morning 
assembly.  I sit on the edge of my seat in anticipation.  
Who has won the latest competition?  And my wife 
gets a shock sometimes to hear the cheer as I see Aidan 
House has won again!  On Monday of this week it was the 
computer design competition and I cheered loudly!  And 
on this occasion the dog started barking, joining in the 
celebration.  Well done!

Will we win the Master Chef?  What a shame that 
we won’t be able to taste the food this year, but the 
challenge is to make it look even better than it tastes.  I 
know we have some great chefs, and whatever the results 
I wish you well in the competition.

Happy New Year Aidan House!
Mr Grant
Senior Link

Happy New Year Aidan House,
I hope you all had a lovely Christmas!

Well this is a different start to the new year than we are 
all used to, but can I say how pleased I am with you all 
and the determination you have shown when faced with 
such a challenge, again. Although we may not be able to 
see each other face to face for now remember this won’t 
be for long.

Please keep working hard and look after yourselves, 
you are all doing amazing and if you want a chat I am 
contactable at the academy or on Google Classroom so 
please do not hesitate, I am still here for you.

Take care 
Mrs Reed
Pastoral Support

STAR STUDENTSSTAR STUDENTS

STUDENT TUTOR REASON
Stewart 11 Hall Excellent effort in BTEC Sport Practice Exam.

Matthew 8 Tian Lovely manners when asking for help with work. 

Bethany 7 Taylor Brilliant determination and focus throughout the day.

Ryan 8 Tian Excellent work and attitude to his work.

Jake 9 Attley Amazing score on his revision test this week.

Leia 7 Taylor Two top quality, detailed, accurate and challenging pieces of work; fully completed this week.

Leah 10 Hindhaugh Consistent high scores in revision quizzes.

Anna 10 Pickering Consistent high scores in revision quizzes.

Olivia 7 Jones Excellent effort and work throughout the week.

Maxx 8 Butler Great enthusiasm during live lessons.

Kayleigh 9 Attley Consistent, polite and enthusiastic participation in English classes.

Isabella 8 Butler Being really helpful in the tutor group live and also the English lesson. She is engaging really well. 

Owen 10 Hindhagh Excellent engagement in online lessons and tasks set.

Nicole 7 Taylor Excellent effort with online learning - some fantastic work has been submitted.

Ocea 9 Attley Excellent work and effort.

Jessica 11 Poole Superb effort and quality of presentation in Art as an additional GCSE.

Jack 8 Davies High quality work of great depth and thoroughness in Art.

Emilia 7 Jones 100% on Quizlet test and brilliant online participation in French and tutor team.



HOUSE POINTS

6724

HOUSE COMPETITION

165

HOUSE POINTS

6776

HOUSE COMPETITION

165

HOUSE POINTS

6987

HOUSE COMPETITION

156

At the end of term, we said a fond farewell to a 
much-loved member of the Bede Academy team 
when our Office Manager, Mrs Thompson retired 
after 8 years of loyal service. 

Mrs Thompson joined Bede in September 2012 
having previously worked at the Evening Chronicle. 
Her expertise in the newspaper industry was an 
immense support to Bede and her attention to 
detail ensured the high quality of the academy's 
publications and correspondence.

During her time at Bede, Mrs Thompson has 
provided exceptional support in managing the 
Main Office. I’m sure you’ll appreciate that the 
office is always busy with staff, students, parents 
and visitors but Mrs Thompson always has a calm 
and professional approach despite numerous 

demands on her time; she has always been prepared 
to go the extra mile and has the best interests of 
our students at heart in everthing she does. 

Mrs Broadway has worked closely with Mrs 
Thompson over the years and said: ‘Mrs Thompson 
always went beyond her remit to advise and guide 
me and for this I am extremely grateful. What is 
more, she is a fantastic problem- solver, indeed, 
there are no problems for Mrs Thompson, just 
solutions. This positive and proactive attitude was 
and is inspirational’. 

We are hugely grateful for all her hard work and 
dedication and wish her all the very best for a long 
and happy retirement. We will certainly all miss 
her here at Bede. 

FAREWELL 
MRS 

THOMPSON

Year 8 Geography students have been learning about urban land use, and were tasked with the challenge 
of producing a Burgess land use model using materials of their choice. The entries for this were amazing. 
Our winner Lily made a very creative model and placed model houses strategically to show whether they 
are typically detached, semi-detached or terraced for that part of the city, and added trees and sheep to 
the Rural Urban Fringe. In second place, Jack impressed with photographs to illustrate different zones of 
the city, and Freya’s cake in third place demonstrates excellent effort and accurate representation of the 
zone layout. A fabulous effort by year 8s on the whole; very well done!

CREATIVE BURGESS MODELS

FREYA - 8 AMES JACK - 8 READ LILLY - 8 BROADWAY

Did you know that the name of the academy 
and our houses are based on local heroes of 
the faith? 

Venerable Bede was a scholar and a monk.  
He was regarded by many as the father of 
English history.  His most famous work is The 
Ecclesiastical History of the English People 
in which he describes early British history 
including the life of St Cuthbert. St Aidan and 
King Oswald also have connections to these 
two Northumbrian monks.

Students were asked to find out how the 
house saints demonstrate the academy core 
values.  Well done to Joseph (9 Shakleton), 

Emily (9 Hardy) and Alysee (9 Clarkson) who will 
soon find their winning entries up on display in 
the academy open area. 

Venerable Bede
Saint Aidan

Saint Cuthbert
King Oswald


