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Visit us on twitter to find out what our staff, parents and students are doing!

BEDE ACADEMY

Dear Parents and Carers,

One of the core values at Bede Academy is 
determination, which for us means that ‘we 
know that hard work and the refusal to give 
up are essential if we are to achieve anything 
worthwhile’. Though we are living and working 
in difficult times at the moment I continue 
to be humbled by the ongoing determination 
that our students, families and our staff are 
showing! It speaks volumes for the strength of 
character that our community possesses.

Given this determination it is not surprising 
that there is (as ever) a lot in this Newsletter 
as we continue to strive ‘undeterred’ and 
refuse to give up. This is most evident in the 
daily work that students complete online and 
onsite. Remote learning is hard to adjust to 
but the quality of work produced by students 
is rising as we challenge ourselves to give our 
personal best through our Google Classrooms. 
May I thank parents for all of your ongoing 
support – the pressure of helping you son’s 
and daughter’s with their home learning, 

coupled with working from home and the 
many other pressures our community faces is 
not underestimated.

Despite the focus on the issues we are all 
fighting to overcome, the week ahead is a 
crucial one for all of our Year 11 students as 
they plan for their futures. At Bede Academy 
we are determined that the current lockdown 
will not rob our students of their futures. So 
we have planned our online Sixth Form Open 
Evening on Thursday 28th January. We want all 
of our Year 11 students to feel welcomed into 
our Sixth Form, just as we are welcoming in 
more students from other schools each year. 
The Open Evening webpage is now launched 
and videos are available outlining each of the 
courses they can study in our growing Sixth 
Form provision. 

In Year 9 and 10 our students will need to show 
determination over the coming weeks as they 
prepare for their mid-year exams. Despite 
learning online it is crucial we monitor each 
student’s learning closely. This then allows 

us to continue to plan the very best online 
curriculum. Further details about these online 
exam weeks will follow for students in these 
year groups.

Finally can I finish by drawing attention to two 
items in this newsletter that are particularly 
close to our hearts here at Bede Academy. 
Firstly we will join in the remembrance for 
Holocaust Memorial Day on the 27 January 
by illuminating a window in the academy to 
symbolise hope and that we stand with, and 
for, all those who suffer. The second is ‘Ellen’s 
Gift of Hope’ fundraising appeal which you 
may have read about in the Evening Chronicle 
this week and also featured on Look North. 
Following her tragic death, over £12,000 has 
been raised by her family to support children 
in the North East. We miss her and continue 
to remember Ellen, her sister Abbey and their 
family in our prayers.

Mr Thelwell
Principal

NEWSLETTER

Staff and current students have 
been working hard to prepare 
for our first virtual Sixth Form 
Open evening on Thursday 28th 
January. Year 11 students and 
their families are invited and 
encouraged to join us. Please 
click here for further details.

6th Form Open 
Evening 2021

https://twitter.com/bedeacademy
https://twitter.com/bedeacademy
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/sixth-form-open-evening/
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/sixth-form-open-evening/


The Academy has been privileged to have 
the support of the North East Youth for 
Christ Team over the past year and a 
half.  They have provided holiday clubs, 
an interactive multi-media experience, 
assembly thoughts and they have run Rock 
Solid groups.

Rock Solid provides a great environment 
for students to have an element of 
community within a faith based framework. 
The group focuses on living life to the 
full and consider how to set down solid 
foundations.  There is an opportunity to 
discuss life’s most difficult questions for 
example: ‘Why am I here?  Do I matter? 

Ellen Raffell Tribute
The Evening Chronicle published a touching tribute to Ellen Raffell this week.  

‘Ellen's Gift of Hope will support children in the North East who face challenges 
in life due health issues, special needs and disabilities. A total of £12,000 was 
raised last year through a number of events with an ambitious target of making 
£25,000 in 2021’.  

The full article can be found HERE
There was also a feature on LOOK NORTH this week

Ellen and her family remain in our thoughts and prayers

What’s the point?  How do we cope when life gets very hard?   Rock Solid has at its heart some serious fun and great conversations.  
It has become part of Bede Academy life and so it is with delight that we can now inform you that the club is restarting.

Rock Solid is now able to take place online through Google Classroom.  The meetings will be each Thursday: 11.50 for years 7 to 8 and 
12.40 for years 9 and 10.  A classroom has been set up for each of the two meetings so it is easy to join in the club meeting as part of 
the designated year groups. 

Mr Grant
Ethos and Community coordinator

Tutor Group assemblies

At Bede, we are determined not to let 
the constraints of lockdown get in the 
way of students accessing a range of 
opportunities. This week saw the launch of 
Bede’s first Tutor Group online assemblies, 
with 10 Webster, 10 Jolly and 11 Harrison 
leading the way for their respective 
houses. Students and their tutors showed 

great imagination and creativity in 
preparing and delivering an assembly for 
their peers, using a range of audio-visual 
mediums. Topics covered were “Slavery”, 
“Addiction” and “Thinking of others.”

Well done to those students who 
prepared material behind the scenes 
and also for those who bravely recorded 
themselves presenting it; we look forward 
now to seeing other tutor groups step up 

and take their turn. Despite most of the 
academy working from homes, it is great 
to start the day together in tutor groups, 
as Bede family, challenging each other to 
think deeply and experiencing these ethos 

moments together.

Mrs Normanton
Vice Principal

https://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/ellen-raffell-allergy-charity-blyth-19648610
https://youtu.be/3PmEkPvb0wo


Online Provision
There has been a significant shift up a gear in the online provision 
we are offering to students at home and the response from 
the community has been overwhelmingly positive.  With the 
introduction of live lessons for all year groups, the last few 

weeks has been a steep learning curve for teachers as well as for 
students.  Both have managed the transition to online learning 
well and each day together we are discovering new ways of 
discussing, collaborating and learning online. 

Mr Elsworth
Vice Principal

Bede Academy Mass Rapid Test Centre
Who’d have thought a few weeks ago that in January 2021, Bede Academy’s Sports’ Hall would have become a sleek testing centre 
for LFD Covid testing? Since the start of term, we have set up the Sports Hall to have capacity for 7 testing booths and a waiting 
area, as well as processing and recording desks, we have trained staff and taken delivery of massive shipments of test equipment 
and PPE, and the first tests were rolled out to staff on Thursday 7th January. Since then, we have undertaken 373 tests for staff and 
students currently working in the academy, and this has provided much reassurance that we are maintaining a covid-secure working 
environment during the current national lockdown. Students and staff have shown immense bravery in carrying out self-swabbing, and 
a team of caring and supportive staff members have seamlessly switched into their new roles.

Year 8 Student factorising expressions during a live maths lesson. 8 students writing on the virtual whiteboard together with their teacher.

This week, the government have announced that close contact testing will no longer take place in schools, and that any close 
contact of a positive covid case will still be required to self-isolate for 10 days. However, schools are urged to continue with routine 
asymptomatic testing for those working on site, and that this will now step up to twice weekly for staff. Well done to all those who 
have made this possible, and also for the support of parents in consenting to testing. We are confident that our community is safer 

as a consequence.

Mrs Normanton
Vice Principal
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January 27th each year is Holocaust 
Memorial Day, a time set aside to 
remember all those lost to acts of 
genocide, in particular those who perished 
in Nazi extermination camps during the 
Second World War.  Such an important 
event should never be overlooked, but 
studying such a challenging topic is more 
difficult than ever during the current 
circumstances.  With this in mind, Bede’s 
History and Personal Development 
teams have planned a carefully balanced 
approach for this year’s commemorations.  
Led by Head of Humanities, Mrs Webster, 
who has recently completed an MA is the 
subject, we will follow the 2021 theme: 
Light in the Darkness, to demonstrate to 
our students that there can be hope even 
in the hardest of times.  In assemblies 
across the week, Mrs Webster will bring to 
the fore stories of courage and compassion 
that show how even in the face of evil, it is 
possible to make a difference.  Similarly in 
Personal Development sessions, students 
will compare the actions of Nazi leaders 
and ordinary people in light of the Ten 
Commandments.  Finally, on the evening 
of Holocaust Memorial Day itself, Bede 
will illuminate a first floor window with 
a light we hope will show we stand with 
and for all those who suffered at this time 
and since.  We will again hope to inspire 
our students with the power that good 
has to overcome evil when people follow 
the light.

Holocaust 
Memorial Day This week has seen 120 Year 7 to 13 students access our on-site Critical 

Worker/Vulnerable Student provision at Bede North.  All students have 
worked in computer rooms, following their usual timetables, just like the 
students working online at home.  They have also been great guinea pigs for 
our mass-testing site, a pleasure that awaits you all when you return!   We are 
immensely proud of how hard they have worked and also send our thanks to 
their parents/carers for the critical role they are playing in the fight against 
COVID-19.

Mr Read
Assistant Vice Principal

Onsite Provision

Online Examinations
In the next couple of weeks, 
we begin our first round 
of online examinations, 
starting with year 9 and 
then year 10. Parents have 
received details from the 
academic team outlining 
the arrangements.

We are grateful for the 
support of our parents 
in helping to maintain 
examination integrity. Good 

luck to all involved.

http://www.bedeacademy.org.uk
https://www.hmd.org.uk/uk-holocaust-memorial-day-2021-ceremony/

