
Dear parent / carer / supporter, 
 
As you are aware, Bede Academy has provided onsite coronavirus testing from 4th January, 
in order to identify any asymptomatic cases of Covid-19 and help protect our community 
both in and out of the academy. To date, we have undertaken over 1100 tests on site, 
providing much reassurance to staff and families. 
 
The government announcement yesterday, which requires all students to return to on-site 
education from 8th March, means that we need now to upscale our testing facility in order 
to provide all students with three tests on their return, spread over a two-week period.  
 
We are therefore looking for volunteers who would be able to support with on-site 
coronavirus testing at Bede secondary and wondered if you know of anyone who might be 
willing to assist.  The image below shows the roles that we need to fill, and we are looking 
for support to fill roles on the left hand side of the image below. We will therefore welcome 
volunteers who could help with: 

1. Swab test assistant – First Aid / medical background preferred but not essential  
2. Processing – analysis of swabs 

3. Queue supervision / support 
For all roles, full training and support will be provided for one day during the week 
beginning 1st March, and volunteers will be working as part of a well-established covid-
testing team. 
 

 
 
 



In terms of time commitment, the test centre will operate on a shift pattern every day from 
Monday 8th March until Friday 19th March. Typically, morning shifts will run from 8-11am 
and afternoon shifts from 1- 4.30pm. Where possible, volunteers will be required to commit 
to a full shift, but we can offer some flexibility if the timings cause particular difficulty. 
 
Full on-site training will be provided for volunteers on Tuesday 2nd March 2021, and e-
learning modules can be undertaken at home before this date. Further reading is available 
here: Further guidance on testing in schools from the DfE.  
 
 
If you are able to offer some time to the academy to support this process, or know of 
anyone who would be interested then please could you ask them to contact Mrs Groom 
01670 545111 option 2 or via email at KGroom@bedeacademy.org.uk. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Mrs J Normanton 
Vice Principal 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-asymptomatic-testing-in-schools-and-colleges/coronavirus-covid-19-asymptomatic-testing-in-schools-and-colleges
mailto:KGroom@bedeacademy.org.uk

