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AIDAN HOUSE!
A NEWS UPDATE FROM

19 MARCH 2021

Dear Parents, Carers and Students

It is wonderful to have everyone back together again in the 
Academy. It really is a pleasure to see the students interacting 
with each other, spending time with their friends and getting 
back to the more traditional style of learning. They certainly do 
bring the Academy to life. As always, they have been amazing 
in the way in which they have adapted to the further changes 
to their routine. By now, students will have had their three 
COVID tests in our Academy testing centre and will be preparing 
to move to home testing from now on. You should have all of 
the information you need regarding this but if you do have any 
questions, please contact us.  

In terms of the House competitions, we have had some excellent 
results through. Thanks to Kieran (VI Blakesley-Jones) and 
Chelsea (8 Tian), we were second and third in the Book review 
competition. The year 8 History competition based around 
the Slave Trade was also a success for us with Chelsea (8 Tian) 
submitting the winning entry and Jack (8 Davies) coming third. 
I would like to take the opportunity to say thank you to Kieran, 
Chelsea and Jack for everything they have done for Aidan House 
so far this year. Chelsea has participated in so many House events 
and has been placed or received an honourable mention in many 
of them and Kieran and Jack have both been placed in previous 
House events before these ones. All three have contributed 
valuable points to the House Cup race. Thank you. Sadly, we 
weren’t victorious in the House Netball but as you can see from 
the results later in the Newsletter, it could not have been closer. 
The students in Aidan House never cease to amaze me with their 
enthusiasm and commitment and I am delighted that so many of 
you have found ways to use your talents and interests to make 
a contribution to the House. The race for the House Cup is the 
closest I have ever known it. For the past few weeks, it has been all 
change for first, second and third each week. It really is anyone’s 
for the taking but I would love Aidan to be victorious in the end. 

Now is the time for the best ever House 
competition – Spring Watch.  I love 

Visit us on twitter to find out what our staff, 
parents and students are doing!

@BedeAcademy

watching nature, and I am especially keen on 
hunting out rabbits, mice, frogs and some other 
birds.
Having an eagle’s eye view is wonderful as I fly 
over beautiful Northumberland and wonderful 
Blyth.  The world we live in is so amazing, and 
going through hard times maybe makes us 
appreciate more the beauty of nature. 
 I am looking forward to my chicks and the 
brilliant Aidan House students really impressing 
with their entries.
Love from
Ellie x

We need to keep up the momentum, with things so close, every 
single competition counts so please don’t give up now. There are 
a number of competitions coming up which I hope you will all 
get involved in in one way or another. Look out for details in your 
Google classroom and House assemblies. 

Spring is definitely in the air. I don’t know about you, but I love 
seeing all of the spring flowers that are popping up all over the 
place. There is something about their colour and brightness 
that brings a little ray of sunshine and a reminder to be hopeful. 
This week, we have been running the Science spring watch 
competition and it has been lovely to see some of the entries 
coming through from the year 7 and 8 students. If you haven’t 
submitted anything yet but would like to get involved, please 
look for details in your Science Google classrooms. Deadline 
is Monday 22nd March. Speaking of hope, I am really looking 
forward to our Easter service which is coming up in the last week 
of term. It will be good to take some time to reflect on what has 
been but also to look forward with hope to what is to come. 
I hope as many of you as possible will join us virtually for the 
service. I know there have been some fabulous designs submitted 
for the Easter card competition and we will be seeing some of 
these coming out on our Academy cards in the next couple 
of weeks. I am looking forward to finding out who the overall 
winners are too. 

I hope you all enjoyed the launch of our ‘masked singer’ 
competition this week. Who is that penguin? I am thoroughly 
looking forward to seeing more masked singers as they perform 
in House assemblies and I can’t wait to eventually see who is 
behind the masks. 

Though we are back together in the Academy, many staff have 
requested that we keep out star student nominations. So many 
of you are doing such a fantastic job and your teachers want as 
many opportunities as possible to congratulate you for that. If 
you find yourself on our list this week, congratulations to you 
and well done. Keep up the great work. I know that there are so 
many names that have appeared on these lists over the weeks 
but so many more still to come. Two of our most famous stars 
currently are Connor (9 Attley) and Destiny (7 Jones). They have 
both been featured in previous newsletters and assemblies but 
you may also have seen them in our local media too. You are 
doing a phenomenal job and we are incredibly proud of you.  

Finally, I would like to say thank you to our students and you, 
our families for all of your support and encouragement as we 
reopened the Academy fully and returned to a more normal way 
of working. I hope that everyone has settled back in well. I am 
certainly pleased to have everyone back together again. Keep 
working hard and keep looking out for each other. 

Best wishes
Mrs Ridley
Head of Aidan House

Watch this space!
ROSE - 7 TAYLOR



Greetings!

The building has come alive again, filled with 
excitement as friends meet each other again, and as 
teachers greet and welcome long missed students 
back to school.  During the long lockdown it has 
been impressive how so many have continued to 
engage, not just in house events but also in the wider 
range of school activities. 
Times are certainly challenging, but Spring is here and 
there is a sense of new life and new hope. This will 
be the theme of our online Easter assembly.  Many of 
you have shared messages of hope as we prepare for 
this.  The mutual encouragement in the face of such 
difficulties is impressive.
The House competition is heating up.  It is really 
exciting as each week leads to a different House 
being in first position.  Can we win the cup!  Well 

that is ultimately up to all of us working together as 
a house.  Every house point counts, and the more of 
us who engage in the various competitions makes a 
real difference.

This week sees the launch of an in house tutor 
competition ‘The Boxed Singer’.  I wonder if the 
tutors behind the mask will be easily identified 
and who will be the winner.  So far we have had 
Penguin and Wizard competing.  Who can they be?  
Whatever the outcome it is great to have a House 
where the tutors are so keen to participate in a very 
tutor orientated House event that I am sure we will 
all really enjoy watching. 

Mr Grant
SENIOR LINK

STAR STUDENTSSTAR STUDENTS

STUDENT TUTOR TEACHER REASON

Stephen 13 Edge Miss Street Fully up to date with all work in BTEC level 3 Sport
Dylan 11 Harrison Mrs Jolly Great start  and working hard in German this week.
Ayisha 11 Harrison Mrs Jolly Great start  and working hard in German this week.
Rose 7 Taylor Ms Stonebanks Completing a fabulous project on 'A Midsummer Night's Dream'
Ethan VI Blakesley-

Jones
Miss Kale

Jessica 11 Poole Miss Broadway
Kai 8 Davies Mrs Richardson Mature and focussed in lesson
Owen 10 Hindhaugh Mrs Attley Excellent start in Chemistry
Jessica 11 Hall Miss Tipper Excellent start in mathematics
Mason 10 Hindhaugh Miss Thompson Great start back to Maths lessons
Stephen 11 Harrison Mrs Ridley Excellent engagement in Chemistry lesson
Harvie 11 Poole Mrs R Scott Much improved effort to start final few weeks in English - really 

positive
Emilia 7 Jones Mrs Jones Winner of the French Escape Room challenge - completed all of 

the tasks to escape from the house.
Jacob 10 Pickering Mr Shackleton Excellent verbal contributions in first lesson
Matthew 11 Poole Mr Shackleton Excellent verbal contributions in first lesson

HOME TESTING FOR STUDENTS 
AND HOUSEHOLDS
Once students have had their third on-site COVID test next week, they 
will be required to undertake twice weekly testing at home. For students 
aged 11 and under, this is to be undertaken by parents please. Students 
have been provided with detail about how this will work in their PD time 
this week, and have watched a video (hyperlinked below) which provides 
a helpful walk through of what is involved.

Each student will receive 6 home tests for their personal use when they 
receive their third test in the Sports Hall next week. They will be required 
to undertake a test before coming into the academy on MONDAYS and 
THURSDAYS, and are advised to do the test the evening before. Results 
must be reported to the NHS and the academy using these links:

1.        Academy Reporting
2.       www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result

Tests should be undertaken before coming into the academy every 
Monday and Thursday (the evening before is fine). Results must be 
submitted within 24 hours of taking your test. The video guide can be 
found here: How to do a COVID-19 Self Test (rapid antigen test). 

Please also read this PRIVACY STATEMENT before undertaking your test.

All household members are also advised to undertake twice weekly 
testing. 

Further Government Guidance as of 4 March 2021



HOUSE EVENTSHOUSE EVENTS
DATE HOUSE EVENT

15 MARCH 2021
Biology: “Springwatch” competition
Year 7 Accelerated Reader (SWA)

22 MARCH 
2021

Complete 8 from “12 Things to do” list
Dance Showcase (NWi)
Y10 History: Cold War cartoons
MFL: Quizlet
Y7-8 Junior Maths Challenge
Yr7 Engineering :”Day of the Dead” 
challenge
Easter Holiday challenge: Egg decorating

12 APRIL 2021
Y7 Geography – river features model 
making
Art: y7 Creative Colour Wheels

19 APRIL 2021
Fancy dress competition

26 APRIL 2021
House Fishing (DLL)

3 MAY 2021
Cutest pet photo competition

10 May 2021
Science: Kitchen Sink Chemistry
MFL: Poster to promote French speaking 
country

17 May 2021
Y9 Geography: photography competition
The Big Spell (KPE)
Y7 History: Castle building

GETTING TO KNOW YOUGETTING TO KNOW YOU

What is your name? Mr S Grant

What is your role at Bede Academy? Ethos and Community Co-ordinator

What subject do you teach? English, but I don't teach currently

Which University did you attend and what did 
you study?

Newcastle University - Philosophy, Politics and Intensive 
English

What are your favourite hobbies? Reading, Walking, Bird watching, Motorcycle riding

What is your favourite meal from the Refectory? Pie and chips

What is your one piece of advice to others? Check out if what Jesus said was true or false

Where is your favourite destination? Italy

What is your favourite TV Programme? Endeavour

What is your favourite Sports Team? I like Motorcycle racing and particular hero is Guy Martin

When you were younger what did you want to 
do for a job?

Postal Sorter

What is your name? Matthew White

What is your role at Bede Academy? Aidan House Captain

What subjects are you studying? Maths, Physics, Product Design

Which University do you hope to attend and what 
do you want to study?

Durham, Accounting and Finance

What are your favourite hobbies? Football

What is your favourite meal from the Refectory? Pizza and Chips

What is your one piece of advice to others? You can only try your best, if you don't 
succeed you know you gave it everything.

Where is the place you would most like to visit? New Zealand / Australia

What is your favourite TV Programme? Brooklyn Nine-Nine

What is your favourite Sports Team? Newcastle United

What would be your dream job? CEO

Stars in the Community! All About... Darts
What is your name James

What Tutor and House are you in? 9 Maughan

What club are you involved in outside of Bede? Darts - North East Youth Academy

How long have you been attending this club? 2 years

Do you have a specific role/position at this club? No - I am just a participant

What has been the biggest Event you have been 
involved in?

Junior Darts Corporation Grading events

What do you like about this club? I get to meet new people, learn new skills, practice darts, improve mathematics and learn 
sportsmanship

Can anyone attend this club? Yes - it is open to boys and girls aged 5 to 16

What days and times is this club on? Monday and Thursday 6-7:30pm at YMCA Waterloo Road Blyth

Is there a website or a page where we can find out 
more info?

Facebook - Darts North East Youth Academy

THIS WEEKS STAR IN THE COMMUNITY COMES FROM CUTHBERT HOUSE

HOUSE POINTS
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HOUSE 
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Welcome to week four of Bede’s wellbeing tips. I 
hope you are settling okay back into the academy 
and are feeling happy to be back. Our mental 
health is as important in school as out of it, so 
keep trying out these self-care tips to improve 
your wellbeing:

• Get active: Get on youtube and explore 
some of the fitness videos there. Everyone 
knows about Joe Wicks’ PE but have you 
ever tried yoga with Adrienne? Or dance 
fitness to Fortnite or Disney? Just search 
‘family workout’ or ‘fitness for teens’ and find 
something you like!

• Get relaxed: Put your phone away, turn the TV 
off and curl up with a good book. Books have 
been shown to decrease stress and anxiety 
and promote empathy- plus they can be 
really good fun!

• Get together: Have a sleepover in the living 

room! Every household member brings their 
blankets and pillows downstairs and spends 
the night in the same room. Movies, popcorn, 
scary stories and marshmallows are all 
optional.

 
For more information and ideas:
• The ‘Be You’ Website: https://www.

beyounorthumberland.nhs.uk/ 
• The Young Minds: https://youngminds.org.

uk/  
• Kooth- an app where students can access 

support in a safe, secure and anonymous way.
 
In addition, we hope you know that we are here to 
support you in any way we can. Please contact the 
Welfare Team at Bede Academy.
 
Take care!

BE(DE) KIND TO YOURSELF

YR 8 HISTORY SPEECH

Year 8 were asked to write a speech arguing why 
the Slave Trade should be abolished. They were 
writing as if they were in the 19th Century and after 
studying the events of the Slave Trade studied the 
abolition movement, particularly the abolition in 
the North East of England. After looking at some 
examples of anti- slavery speeches, students were 
tasked with writing their own persuasive speech. 
The places were 

CHELSEA (8 TIAN) - AIDAN – 1ST 
KANUSHANTH (8 READ) - CUTHBERT – 2ND
JACK (8 DAVIES) AIDAN – 3RD

The book that I have chosen to do a review 
on is Ghost boys. The genre of this book is 
historical fiction. It is this because the book 
links to racial discrimination and refers to 
the past and how it relates to the present. 
The main characters are Jerome Rogers, Kim 
Rogers, Carlos, Officer and Sarah Moore. All 
of these characters relate to the plot of the 
book.  The plot of the story revolves around 
a modern-day problem; racism. The police 
officer saw Jerome (a 12-year old child) 
walking with his toy gun. He was shot by 
the police man (officer Moore) because he 
saw it as a threat. Once Jerome had passed 
away from this occurrence, he observed 
the scene and chaos the police officer and 
the actions had placed on Jerome’s family. 
However, whilst a ghost, only the police 
officer’s 12-year old daughter could see 
him and finds out about how Jerome wasn’t 
just killed for the toy gun, but because of 
his race. I believe that anyone should read 
this book because it reveals how society 
is seen as today and the past. It gives an 
understanding of a massive problem that 
many ignore to this day.

BRIDGET
10 Jolly

“Good morning/afternoon fellow citizens.
Today I’m going to be talking about how slavery should 
be stopped and I am aiming to show you the miserable 
lives these slaves have been forced into. Let me explain…

Now, as you may expect, slaves are not treated fairly. At 
the auctions, you see families being torn apart, babies 
being taken from their weeping mothers and they’re 
forced to work for another human being for the rest of 
their lives. If you were not chosen by anyone at scramble 
auctions, maybe you were ill or too old, your future 
wasn’t bright either. You wouldn’t be taken back home, 
oh no, you’d be left there to die. Imagine if you were in 
that position or one of your family members were, how 
would you feel then? Would you be thinking about how 
good this is for the economy? To put it simply, no, you 
wouldn’t. So just think about how they feel, put yourself 
in their shoes.

How many slaves do you think have been transported 
to America so far, hm? Do you think it is 5,000 people? 
7,000? Well, the correct answer may shock you but a 
whole 12,000 people have been taken from their homes 
and forced into hard labour for the rest of their lives. 
Yep, 12,000 people. Would you like to be one of those 
people? Do you want to work on a plantation, producing 
goods that you’ll never be able to have for yourself? I 
didn’t think so.

Punishments. How well do you think slaves are treated? 
Are they rewarded with large amounts of money or are 
they constantly punished for inadequate work? I think 
you can probably guess the answer here. If there’s any 
squirmish or sensitive people in the crowd, it would be 
advised to not listen to the next part as I’m now going to 
inform you of the punishments they were given. There 
was mutilation, a foot being chopped off, whippings until 
they couldn’t stand anymore, being put in shackles but 
still forced to work, beatings, brandings and many more. 
Would you appreciate losing a foot or being marked with 

your owner’s initials by a steaming hot branding iron?

So, I’ve talked about the separation of families, the bad 
treatment and the many punishments, but what about 
how wrong the people are who support slavery? There’s 
bound to be pro-slavery people in the crowd so I’ve 
decided to dedicate a whole section of my speech just 
to you, how special. After interviewing a few of those 
who believe slavery is good, I’ve managed to gather a fair 
few points from you guys. So, to my fellow abolitionists 
in the crowd, what do you think they said? I was given 
the following points and I want to see how many of you 
agree with them; slavery is good for the economy, it gives 
us power, they are treated fairly nicely, it’s not happening 
to me so why should I care? So what I gathered is that 
people that are pro-slavery are a bunch of heartless 
people and I will stand by that until the day I die. And no, 
I don’t think it’s extreme because they don’t think slavery 
is extreme apparently. These people believe that we are 
getting good money from it, so why does it matter that 
thousands and thousands of poor Africans are being 
forced into hard labour, their names are being forgotten 
and their quality of work is what defines them? These 
people believe that we should ignore the rights of these 
Africans because it makes our country have more power. 
These people believe that image is more important than 
the lives and well-being of others. These people believe 
that as long as they aren’t being treated badly, it doesn’t 
matter to them. Think about that for a second, and let it 
sink in about how cruel these people truly are.

To sum up my speech, I believe that we should all work 
together in order to abolish the transatlantic slave trade 
because we are ruining these peoples’ lives for no reason 
other than money and success and power. These slaves 
are being ignored, being stripped from their rights and 
being stripped from their homes and their families and 
their friends. Would you like it if this happened to you? 
No? Then let’s work together and maybe one day, we can 
put an end to this torture against African souls.

Thank you.”  -  CHELSEA (8 TIAN) AIDAN HOUSE

BOOK REVIEW COMPETITION

Students were asked to write a review for a book of 
their choice. The review needed to include details about 
genre, characters, plot, why it is the students favourite 
and who they would recommend it for etc. and be no 
more than 220 words. 

1ST BRIDGET (10 JOLLY)
2ND KIERAN (VI BLAKESLEY-JONES)
3RD CHELSEA (8 TIAN)



RECOMMENDED READING

Key Stage 3
Looking for JJ
Anne Cassidy

The Call
Peadar O’Guilin

Key Stage 4
Why We Took the Car
Wolfgang Herrndorf

Black Cairn Point
Claire McFall

Key Stage 5
The Martian
Andy Weir

The Last Kingdom
Bernard Cornwell

HOUSE COMPETITION - SPRINGWATCH

What is it?
Our next science-based house competition is based upon the birds, insects, 
animals and plants that we see in our garden, parks and open spaces.

What do I need to do?
We want you to record and identify what you see - you could do this by 
taking photographs, drawing pictures or even making a David Attenborough 
style video.

What if I don’t have a garden?
You can use your own garden,  a local green space or even scatter birdfood 
on your windowsill.  You could even try different ways of encouraging more 
wildlife to your garden by making a bird feeder.

How do I submit my entry and when is the deadline?
On your Science Google Classroom.  The deadline is Monday 22nd March

Bede Academy (Secondary) Sixth Avenue, Blyth, NE24 2SY

www.bedeacademy.org.uk

HOUSE NETBALL RESULTS

AIDAN    1550 POINTS

OSWALD   1551 POINTS

CUTHBERT   1567 POINTS


