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CUTHBERT HOUSE!
A NEWS UPDATE FROM

19 MARCH 2021

Hello Cuthbert House,

It has been great to welcome you all back to school 
and to have a little bit or normality.  I am sure that 
you were all also fed up only seeing other people 
on a computer screen.  I have been really impressed 
with the mature way the majority of students have 
adapted to life back in school.  I know that it has 
not been easy for everyone, including the teachers, 
but we have managed to get through the first two 
weeks and we only have one week left until the 
Easter holidays.

We have had some really positive results in the 
recent house competitions.  We finished in first 
place in the Book Review competition, we had some 
quality entries for this competition and the overall 
winner was Bridget from 10 Jolly.  We also finished 
in first place in the Year 9 Local History Photography 
competition.  The results of this competition were 
particularly pleasing, as students from Cuthbert 
House placed first, second and third.  The results 
were 1st – Ewan from 9 Wadsworth, 2nd – Courtney 
from 9 Maughan and 3rd – Abigail from 9 Cuthbert.  
In the House Gymnastics competition, students 

you’ve realised that Cuthbert 
House is the best house!

Welcome to the team Mr 
Davies.  It’s good to see that 

Visit us on twitter to find out what our staff, 
parents and students are doing!

@BedeAcademy

Watch this space!
BILLIE - VI STREET

Goodbye Mr Hardie, and all the best in 
your new school. Cuthbert House will miss 

you; thank you for everything!

were asked to submit photographs of themselves in 
3 different poses.  We finished in second place thanks 
to Andrew in VI Fisher, with the judge commenting 
on the intensity he displayed in his various poses.  
Finally, we finished in third place for the Year 8 
History Speech Writing competition, where students 
were asked to imagine that they were back in the 19th 
century and they had to write a speech to encourage 
the abolition of the slave trade.  Our top entry came 
from Kanushanth in 8 Read.  

As we approach the end of the Spring Term we still 
have various house events taking place, these include 
the Biology ‘Springwatch’ competition, the MFL 
Quizlet and the Years 7 and 8 Junior Maths Challenge.  
There is plenty for students to be getting involved 
in over the next few weeks, so I am hopeful that we 
will see a high level of participation.  There have been 
a few other events taking place which we have not 
received results for yet, so I am keeping my fingers 
crossed that we will have some positive results in 
those competitions.

Finally, most of the students will already know that 
this will be my last newsletter contribution as Head 
of Cuthbert House, as I am leaving Bede Academy for 
pastures new after the Easter holidays.  I have been 
at Bede Academy almost 11 years and I would like to 
thank all of the staff, students and parents for their 
support during this time.  I can honestly say that there 
has never been a dull moment.  I would like to wish 
the new Head of Cuthbert House, Mr Davies, all the 
very best in his new role.  I am sure that he will be 
brilliant and with the support of Mrs Street, Mr Gill, 
Mrs Normanton and the rest of the Cuthbert team, 
we will be successful in winning the House Cup.

 
Take Care and Stay Safe.
Mr Hardie
Head of Cuthbert House



Greetings!

I am so pleased to be back in the 
building with all year groups of 
students on site; it really feels like the 
beginnings of a return to normality 
after this difficult year. We are now 
in the process of rebuilding our 
community, as we move on from all of 
the constraints of lockdown and for 
the pain that many have experienced 
over the past few months, and we 
move forwards with hope of better 
things to come. As we prepare for 
Easter, we are reminded of the 

importance of hope, and this indeed 
has shaped our theme of this term’s 
online community assembly, which we 
will share next week. 

It is great to see that spring is on its 
way, and with it the hope of better 
weather; I look forward to seeing 
the ways that students capture this 
through our House Springwatch 
competition. Well done to all 
Cuthbert students for the fabulous 
contributions to house competitions 
over the year so far, and for gaining so 
many Housepoints for excellent work 

and good character. The final house 
trophy is certainly within close reach 
again this year!

As Mr Hardie prepares to move on to 
a new role, I thank him for all he has 
done in leading Cuthbert house. We 
certainly won’t forget his memorable 
Christmas suit which appears every 
year on Cracker day!

Mrs Normanton
Senior Link

STAR STUDENTSSTAR STUDENTS

NAME TUTOR TEACHER REASON

Eva 7 Kale Mrs Caisley Great work ethic in Geography this week. 

Jayden 7 Eschele Ms 
Stonebanks

Completing a fabulous project on 'A Midsummer 
Night's Dream'

Corey 11 
Thompson

Ms C.Smith

Kyle 11 Birdsall Miss 
Broadway

Consistent hard work

Keira 9 
Armstrong

Mrs 
Richardson

Mature and focussed in lesson

Ben 8 Read Mr McAree
Bronwyn 7 Fraser Miss Tipper Excellent start in mathematics

Jack 8 Read Mrs R Scott Improved confidence with sharing ideas and superb 
quality of written response

James 10 Palmer Mrs R Scott Excellent attitude in Language lessons - have a go 
approach

Aiden 11 Birdsall Mrs R Scott Superb effort since we returned, sharing ideas and 
redrafting his work 

Amy VI 
Richardson

Mrs Minnikin Working hard on HSC coursework

Emily VI Fisher Mrs Minnikin Working hard on HSC coursework

HOME TESTING FOR STUDENTS 
AND HOUSEHOLDS
Once students have had their third on-site COVID test next week, they 
will be required to undertake twice weekly testing at home. For students 
aged 11 and under, this is to be undertaken by parents please. Students 
have been provided with detail about how this will work in their PD time 
this week, and have watched a video (hyperlinked below) which provides 
a helpful walk through of what is involved.

Each student will receive 6 home tests for their personal use when they 
receive their third test in the Sports Hall next week. They will be required 
to undertake a test before coming into the academy on MONDAYS and 
THURSDAYS, and are advised to do the test the evening before. Results 
must be reported to the NHS and the academy using these links:

1.        Academy Reporting
2.       www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result

Tests should be undertaken before coming into the academy every 
Monday and Thursday (the evening before is fine). Results must be 
submitted within 24 hours of taking your test. The video guide can be 
found here: How to do a COVID-19 Self Test (rapid antigen test). 

Please also read this PRIVACY STATEMENT before undertaking your test.

All household members are also advised to undertake twice weekly 
testing. 

Further Government Guidance as of 4 March 2021



HOUSE EVENTSHOUSE EVENTS
DATE HOUSE EVENT

15 MARCH 2021
Biology: “Springwatch” competition
Year 7 Accelerated Reader (SWA)

22 MARCH 
2021

Complete 8 from “12 Things to do” list
Dance Showcase (NWi)
Y10 History: Cold War cartoons
MFL: Quizlet
Y7-8 Junior Maths Challenge
Yr7 Engineering :”Day of the Dead” 
challenge
Easter Holiday challenge: Egg decorating

12 APRIL 2021
Y7 Geography – river features model 
making
Art: y7 Creative Colour Wheels

19 APRIL 2021
Fancy dress competition

26 APRIL 2021
House Fishing (DLL)

3 MAY 2021
Cutest pet photo competition

10 May 2021
Science: Kitchen Sink Chemistry
MFL: Poster to promote French speaking 
country

17 May 2021
Y9 Geography: photography competition
The Big Spell (KPE)
Y7 History: Castle building

GETTING TO KNOW YOUGETTING TO KNOW YOU

What is your name? Mrs Normanton

What is your role at Bede Academy? Vice Principal - Pastoral and Ethos

What subject do you teach? Geography

Which University did you attend and what 
did you study?

Durham University - BSC Geography

What are your favourite hobbies? going on holiday to exciting places, walking, reading, enjoying the 
great outdoors and playing scrabble!

What is your favourite meal from the 
Refectory?

mexican (wraps, tacos, burritos)

What is your one piece of advice to 
others?

don't try to be something you're not, just to fit in with others. 
Find the thing you are good at and embrace your talents!

Where is your favourite destination? Machu Pichu in Peru

What is your favourite TV Programme? Junior Bake off - I love the comedy factor and the amazing talent 
of the children.

What is your favourite Sports Team? don't have one - sorry!

When you were younger what did you 
want to do for a job?

I wanted to go into advertising and be the person who made up 
cheesy jingles

What is your name? Jamie Carr

What is your role at Bede Academy? House Captain

What subjects are you studying? Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry 

Which University do you hope to attend and what do you 
want to study?

Durham

What are your favourite hobbies? Gaming

What is your favourite meal from the Refectory? Pizza

What is your one piece of advice to others? Happiness is more important than Grades

Where is the place you would most like to visit? Rome

What is your favourite TV Programme? The Office (US)

What is your favourite Sports Team? McAree's Green&White Army

What would be your dream job? KFC Manager

Stars in the Community! All About... Darts
What is your name James

What Tutor and House are you in? 9 Maughan

What club are you involved in outside of Bede? Darts - North East Youth Academy

How long have you been attending this club? 2 years

Do you have a specific role/position at this club? No - I am just a participant

What has been the biggest Event you have been 
involved in?

Junior Darts Corporation Grading events

What do you like about this club? I get to meet new people, learn new skills, practice darts, improve mathematics and learn 
sportsmanship

Can anyone attend this club? Yes - it is open to boys and girls aged 5 to 16

What days and times is this club on? Monday and Thursday 6-7:30pm at YMCA Waterloo Road Blyth

Is there a website or a page where we can find out 
more info?

Facebook - Darts North East Youth Academy

THIS WEEKS STAR IN THE COMMUNITY COMES FROM CUTHBERT HOUSE

HOUSE POINTS

11656
HOUSE 

COMPETITION

264

HOUSE POINTS

11507
HOUSE 

COMPETITION

258

HOUSE POINTS

11841
HOUSE 

COMPETITION

252
ATTENDANCE

98.05%

ATTENDANCE

97.74%

ATTENDANCE

97.31%



Welcome to week four of Bede’s wellbeing tips. I 
hope you are settling okay back into the academy 
and are feeling happy to be back. Our mental 
health is as important in school as out of it, so 
keep trying out these self-care tips to improve 
your wellbeing:

• Get active: Get on youtube and explore 
some of the fitness videos there. Everyone 
knows about Joe Wicks’ PE but have you 
ever tried yoga with Adrienne? Or dance 
fitness to Fortnite or Disney? Just search 
‘family workout’ or ‘fitness for teens’ and find 
something you like!

• Get relaxed: Put your phone away, turn the TV 
off and curl up with a good book. Books have 
been shown to decrease stress and anxiety 
and promote empathy- plus they can be 
really good fun!

• Get together: Have a sleepover in the living 

room! Every household member brings their 
blankets and pillows downstairs and spends 
the night in the same room. Movies, popcorn, 
scary stories and marshmallows are all 
optional.

 
For more information and ideas:
• The ‘Be You’ Website: https://www.

beyounorthumberland.nhs.uk/ 
• The Young Minds: https://youngminds.org.

uk/  
• Kooth- an app where students can access 

support in a safe, secure and anonymous way.
 
In addition, we hope you know that we are here to 
support you in any way we can. Please contact the 
Welfare Team at Bede Academy.
 
Take care!

BE(DE) KIND TO YOURSELF

YR 8 HISTORY SPEECH

Year 8 were asked to write a speech arguing why 
the Slave Trade should be abolished. They were 
writing as if they were in the 19th Century and after 
studying the events of the Slave Trade studied the 
abolition movement, particularly the abolition in 
the North East of England. After looking at some 
examples of anti- slavery speeches, students were 
tasked with writing their own persuasive speech. 
The places were 

CHELSEA (8 TIAN) - AIDAN – 1ST 
KANUSHANTH (8 READ) - CUTHBERT – 2ND
JACK (8 DAVIES) AIDAN – 3RD

The book that I have chosen to do a review 
on is Ghost boys. The genre of this book is 
historical fiction. It is this because the book 
links to racial discrimination and refers to 
the past and how it relates to the present. 
The main characters are Jerome Rogers, Kim 
Rogers, Carlos, Officer and Sarah Moore. All 
of these characters relate to the plot of the 
book.  The plot of the story revolves around 
a modern-day problem; racism. The police 
officer saw Jerome (a 12-year old child) 
walking with his toy gun. He was shot by 
the police man (officer Moore) because he 
saw it as a threat. Once Jerome had passed 
away from this occurrence, he observed 
the scene and chaos the police officer and 
the actions had placed on Jerome’s family. 
However, whilst a ghost, only the police 
officer’s 12-year old daughter could see 
him and finds out about how Jerome wasn’t 
just killed for the toy gun, but because of 
his race. I believe that anyone should read 
this book because it reveals how society 
is seen as today and the past. It gives an 
understanding of a massive problem that 
many ignore to this day.

BRIDGET
10 Jolly

“Good morning/afternoon fellow citizens.
Today I’m going to be talking about how slavery should 
be stopped and I am aiming to show you the miserable 
lives these slaves have been forced into. Let me explain…

Now, as you may expect, slaves are not treated fairly. At 
the auctions, you see families being torn apart, babies 
being taken from their weeping mothers and they’re 
forced to work for another human being for the rest of 
their lives. If you were not chosen by anyone at scramble 
auctions, maybe you were ill or too old, your future 
wasn’t bright either. You wouldn’t be taken back home, 
oh no, you’d be left there to die. Imagine if you were in 
that position or one of your family members were, how 
would you feel then? Would you be thinking about how 
good this is for the economy? To put it simply, no, you 
wouldn’t. So just think about how they feel, put yourself 
in their shoes.

How many slaves do you think have been transported 
to America so far, hm? Do you think it is 5,000 people? 
7,000? Well, the correct answer may shock you but a 
whole 12,000 people have been taken from their homes 
and forced into hard labour for the rest of their lives. 
Yep, 12,000 people. Would you like to be one of those 
people? Do you want to work on a plantation, producing 
goods that you’ll never be able to have for yourself? I 
didn’t think so.

Punishments. How well do you think slaves are treated? 
Are they rewarded with large amounts of money or are 
they constantly punished for inadequate work? I think 
you can probably guess the answer here. If there’s any 
squirmish or sensitive people in the crowd, it would be 
advised to not listen to the next part as I’m now going to 
inform you of the punishments they were given. There 
was mutilation, a foot being chopped off, whippings until 
they couldn’t stand anymore, being put in shackles but 
still forced to work, beatings, brandings and many more. 
Would you appreciate losing a foot or being marked with 

your owner’s initials by a steaming hot branding iron?

So, I’ve talked about the separation of families, the bad 
treatment and the many punishments, but what about 
how wrong the people are who support slavery? There’s 
bound to be pro-slavery people in the crowd so I’ve 
decided to dedicate a whole section of my speech just 
to you, how special. After interviewing a few of those 
who believe slavery is good, I’ve managed to gather a fair 
few points from you guys. So, to my fellow abolitionists 
in the crowd, what do you think they said? I was given 
the following points and I want to see how many of you 
agree with them; slavery is good for the economy, it gives 
us power, they are treated fairly nicely, it’s not happening 
to me so why should I care? So what I gathered is that 
people that are pro-slavery are a bunch of heartless 
people and I will stand by that until the day I die. And no, 
I don’t think it’s extreme because they don’t think slavery 
is extreme apparently. These people believe that we are 
getting good money from it, so why does it matter that 
thousands and thousands of poor Africans are being 
forced into hard labour, their names are being forgotten 
and their quality of work is what defines them? These 
people believe that we should ignore the rights of these 
Africans because it makes our country have more power. 
These people believe that image is more important than 
the lives and well-being of others. These people believe 
that as long as they aren’t being treated badly, it doesn’t 
matter to them. Think about that for a second, and let it 
sink in about how cruel these people truly are.

To sum up my speech, I believe that we should all work 
together in order to abolish the transatlantic slave trade 
because we are ruining these peoples’ lives for no reason 
other than money and success and power. These slaves 
are being ignored, being stripped from their rights and 
being stripped from their homes and their families and 
their friends. Would you like it if this happened to you? 
No? Then let’s work together and maybe one day, we can 
put an end to this torture against African souls.

Thank you.”  -  CHELSEA (8 TIAN) AIDAN HOUSE

BOOK REVIEW COMPETITION

Students were asked to write a review for a book of 
their choice. The review needed to include details about 
genre, characters, plot, why it is the students favourite 
and who they would recommend it for etc. and be no 
more than 220 words. 

1ST BRIDGET (10 JOLLY)
2ND KIERAN (VI BLAKESLEY-JONES)
3RD CHELSEA (8 TIAN)

www.bedeacademy.org.uk



RECOMMENDED READING

Key Stage 3
Looking for JJ
Anne Cassidy

The Call
Peadar O’Guilin

Key Stage 4
Why We Took the Car
Wolfgang Herrndorf

Black Cairn Point
Claire McFall

Key Stage 5
The Martian
Andy Weir

The Last Kingdom
Bernard Cornwell

HOUSE COMPETITION - SPRINGWATCH

What is it?
Our next science-based house competition is based upon the birds, insects, 
animals and plants that we see in our garden, parks and open spaces.

What do I need to do?
We want you to record and identify what you see - you could do this by 
taking photographs, drawing pictures or even making a David Attenborough 
style video.

What if I don’t have a garden?
You can use your own garden,  a local green space or even scatter birdfood 
on your windowsill.  You could even try different ways of encouraging more 
wildlife to your garden by making a bird feeder.

How do I submit my entry and when is the deadline?
On your Science Google Classroom.  The deadline is Monday 22nd March

HOUSE NETBALL RESULTS

AIDAN    1550 POINTS

OSWALD   1551 POINTS

CUTHBERT   1567 POINTS

Bede Academy (Secondary) Sixth Avenue, Blyth, NE24 2SY
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