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Visit us on twitter to find out what our staff, parents and students are doing!

BEDE ACADEMY

Dear Parents and Carers,

It is not long to go now until we see our students return to us when we begin our 
full opening from the 8th March onwards. We have missed them and look forward 
to seeing them again. 

There is a wide range of information to share with you about our re-opening and 
this has been shared with you separately so please take time to read through the 
parental information that we have provided. The main points being that on the 
8th and 9th March we will be holding our ‘Welcome back’ days – each year group 
will have an assigned time to attend. These will be focused on pastoral care and 
support for all students. Alongside having an allotted slot for their Lateral Flow 
Device test each student will have time with their tutor focusing on how to best 
return to learning onsite, their welfare and well-being, as well as routines and 
expectations. This approach allows us to have all students in all year groups back 
to full learning in two days. 

Our students in Year 11 and Year 13 have been waiting news from the Department 
for Education about the process for awarding grades this summer. We know 
that the wait has been a cause of anxiety for some. We have now had the initial 
guidance from the DfE and are now awaiting the technical guidance from the 
Exam Boards which we expect to receive at the start of April. The Office for 
Qualifications have produced a visual summary of the key messages for Year 11 
and Year 13 students which we have included in this newsletter for you. As ever 
we will continue to update parents and students as we receive information and 
are able to plan next steps.

This is also an important time for our Year 9 students who have their opportunity 
this coming to week to consider their Key Stage 4 pathways and the subjects 
that will make up their curriculum over the next two years. Information is being 
shared separately with parents and students in year 9. We look forward to guiding 
students through the decisions that they will be making. As part of this process 
we will be making use of a new software platform called Schoolcloud which 
allows online live parents evenings to take place. Instructions and a video will be 
shared with parents so that you are aware how to use this to make appointments. 
We will also be using this for the Year 10 parents evening on Wednesday 10th 
March.

Finally as we begin to re-emerge from lockdown now is a great time to begin 
thinking about the future that we can create for our community. You may have 
heard about the Blyth Town Deal – Energising Blyth. We now have a great chance 
for our students to get involved in shaping the future of our town. We are 
running the Energising Blyth Logo competition and have also provided links and 
information about the plans and consultation our students contributed to for 
the future of our community. Though we have spent a lot of the last year ‘locked 
down’ you, and all those in our exceptional community, have not stood still! 

Hopefully we will soon be seeing each other again face to face.

Mr Thelwell
Principal

NEWSLETTER

Mr McAree gives us short 
synopsis of his reading 

interests; what he is currently 
reading and his favourite 

book.

Book Review

CLICK HERE

Y10 online parents' evening

There will be a Y10 parents’ evening 
between 4pm and 7pm on Wednesday 
10 March.  This will be an opportunity to 
discuss the recent exams, progress during 
online learning and the next steps as we 
get back to classroom teaching in the 
academy.  The event will take place online 
via the Schoolcloud platform.  Instructions 
about how to register with Schoolcloud 
and make appointments will be emailed 
to parents next week.

MR MOORE Assistant Vice Principal

https://twitter.com/bedeacademy
https://twitter.com/bedeacademy
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/arrangements-for-reopening-8-march-2021/
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Mr-Mcaree-Book-Review-Librarian-Of-Auschwitz.mp4
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Mr-Mcaree-Book-Review-Librarian-Of-Auschwitz.mp4


Blyth Town Deal – 
Energising Blyth  : Getting 
Involved at Bede Academy

Did you take part in the Town Deal surveys 
concerning the possible vision, objectives and 
projects as Blyth is ‘energised’?  There is a real 
buzz at the moment with so much good news 
regarding Blyth’s development.  If you follow 
the link to this article it provides a much more 
complete overview of what is happening:  

CLICK HERE

There are certainly lots of exciting plans 
and initiatives which will lead to significant 

changes.  The level of consultation with the 
community towards getting this right is really 
encouraging, and we are delighted that our 
students may have some influence on what 
happens.

Indeed, we are keen for Bede Academy students 
to be as engaged as possible in the planning, 
sharing of ideas and providing a vision towards 
ensuring that the best outcomes for the 
community are achieved.  The young people 
of Blyth are after all its future.  As such, over 
the coming months we hope to have a number 
of initiatives whereby students can contribute 
and have their say.  

As a first step, this week, we launched an 
Energising Blyth Logo Competition for our 
students.  This was initially explained in 

Monday’s assembly and was then the focus in 
the Tuesday and Friday Personal Development 
Lectures.  This is a Blyth wide project, but 
we are hoping that one of our students will 
provide ideas for ‘branding Blyth’ that will be 
considered worthy of use by the town for 
years to come.  

This is really exciting and if you follow this 
link to the NCC website, and scroll down the 
webpage,  you will see some more information 
about possible Blyth town developments 
which we are sharing with the students to help 
inspire their participation.

Northumberland County Council - Energising 
Blyth

On Friday 12th February we completed our 
1000th Lateral Flow Test at the academy.  This 
is a remarkable achievement and testament 
to the commitment of the team and 
community to stay safe during the pandemic. 
Mrs Normanton has been instrumental in 
establishing our testing centre and also helping 
other local providers to get set up too.
 
Mr Moore (Catering Manager) was the 1000th 
person to go through the test centre, and we 
asked him for his thoughts.
 
How does it feel to be test number 1000?
Being the 1000th test subject makes me proud 
to be part of this school and it’s a strange 
honour.
 
What difference do you think the test centre 
makes to the academy community?
I believe the test centre has given both students 
and staff confidence and peace of mind when 
going about everyday life within the Academy.

Mr Moore added…..
I would like to thank every member of the 
school for helping to keep us all safe and 
secure. Facilities and cleaning do a fantastic 
job of ensuring safety and best hygiene 
practices to SLT for ensuring the school runs 
smoothly. Those staff who have volunteered 
to do testing roles have been professional and 
calming. Thank you all!

Further to the government announcement this 
week regarding all students returning to the 
academy from 8th March, the test centre will 
now upscale its operation to provide onsite 
Lateral Flow Test Device tests to all students 
on their return. This will be repeated three 
times over the course of a week and a half, 
and then students will be provided with home 
testing kits. Further details are provided HERE

Mr Elsworth/Mrs Normanton
Vice Principals

Further to the news that students are returning to the academy from March 8th, we are looking 
forward very much to a return to on-site learning for the whole community. All students will be 
required to attend in full uniform, and to this end the online uniform shop is open and ready to 
take orders, given that many students may have grown since they were last on site. Please take 
some time over the coming days checking that school uniform still fits and place your order for 
replacement items by midnight on Tuesday 2nd March, so that it is ready to greet your child’s 
return. Please do contact us if you would value some support in terms of a payment plan, or 
access to second hand uniform stock.

www.easschoolwear.co.uk

https://www.northumberlandgazette.co.uk/news/politics/council/government-announces-ps11million-funding-blyth-town-centre-3078990
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Economy-Regeneration/Programmes/Town-Centre-Regeneration/Energising-Blyth.aspx
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Economy-Regeneration/Programmes/Town-Centre-Regeneration/Energising-Blyth.aspx
https://youtu.be/yU2Pux_rPrQ
http://www.easschoolwear.co.uk


Top tips for Remote 
learning 

Remote learning can be difficult for many 
students and families through these tough 
times. So here are some great tips from our 
students which may help not only the students, 
but the families also. Some of our students 
have given amazing tips for remote learning 
which are listed below:

• Try to stick to a regular routine as much 
as possible as this will try and help you 
to stay motivated and prepared for when 
schools eventually return.

• Find a space where you find comfortable 
to do the work such as a desk or a dining 
room table so that it is not overwhelming, 
and you keep organised.

• Making a good working environment may 
include getting ready for the day and 
making yourself feel more motivated to 
do your work.

• Try to stick to your timetable where 
possible as this will keep you in a regular 
routine.

• Put yourself in an environment that 
is comfortable and distraction free, if 
possible.

• Treat yourself sometimes to a 10-minute 
comfort break to get a drink or talk to 

your friends.
• Try to put your phone face down on the 

desk so you don’t get distracted,
• Try to avoid social media and creating 

TikToks.
• Don’t go on your phone during live lessons 

as you won’t know what’s going on when 
you get sent off to do tasks.

• Remember to take breaks away from your 
screens as this will reduce your chance of 
headaches.

• Choose a variety of tasks to complete 
(don’t do all of your reading and writing 
tasks in a day) and if you can, choose a 
different approach to the work (a mind 
map, a video, handwriting a poster etc.)

• Get up at the time you usually would for 
school.

• Make sure you get dressed before you 
start working.

• Don’t forget breakfast.
• Try and have a healthy lunch.
• Try and have a daily walk.

Here are a a few quotes from our Sixth Form 
students that may be of help too:

“I prefer working at home because it allows me 
to work at my own pace”

“One tip I would give to anyone about 
lockdown learning is to stick to your timetable. 

If you go off timetable, you can make sure you 
are doing the correct amount of work that 
your teacher’s are setting”

“Make sure that you have breaks in between 
each lesson that gives you a chance to get a 
drink and a snack to calm down and unwind 
before the next lesson”

“Make sure you keep in contact with your 
friends that can help you stay motivated”

Although these tips are aimed more at 
the students, adults may also need some 
uplifting and reassurance during remote 
learning. Below are a few tips to help you all:

• Check that your child’s work is up to date 
so that your child doesn’t fall behind.

• Encourage them to their learning, instead 
of making it a mammoth task which they 
dread.

• Provide them with a good working space 
where it is distraction free so they can 
thrive.

I hope you all find these tips useful and hope 
that it will help making remote learning a lot 
more engaging and easier for us all.

STUDENT PUBLICATION TEAM
Kieran Roper, Eve Sanderson and Emily Stephenson

Question All About... Newcastle Hockey Club
What is your name Alexis

What Tutor and House are you in? VI Richardson/Cuthbert

What club are you involved in outside of Bede? Newcastle Hockey Club

How long have you been attending this club? Since year 7 - More than 5 years!

Do you have a specific role/position at this club? I'm just a player on the ladies team but I worked my way up through the age group teams

What has been the biggest Event you have been 
involved in?

I've played in county tournaments when i was younger 

What do you like about this club? I was able to meet new people and new friends

Can anyone attend this club? Yes - there are teams for all ages

What days and times is this club on? Wednesday nights roughly (times are different for age ranges and teams) 7:30-9

Is there a website or a page where we can find out 
more info?

https://www.newcastlehockeyclub.com or speak to Mrs Stewart 



“Class of 2021” Hoodies – Available to order next week!
Following the success of last year’s Year 11 leavers’ hoodies, we have now extended the range to cover years 6, 11 and 13.  
There will be a choice of colours and sizes available to order via the Online Uniform Shop from Monday.  We will also 
need your permission to include your child’s name* in the hoodie design – names may appear irrespective of 
whether you are looking to purchase one or not.  Here are the details:

• The hoodies will be available to order from Monday 1 March.  Please 
make sure you select the correct Year Group option for your child 
– each product is listed separately.  Final orders must be placed 
by 1pm on Friday 19 March.  Delivery will be to students shortly 
after the Easter break.  Full product details and sizes can be found 
on the Online Uniform Shop.  Please take care when ordering as 
refunds/exchanges cannot be offered.

• Prices are £15.95 for Yr6 hoodies, and £18.95 for Yr11 and Yr13 
hoodies.

• For Years 6 and 11, the wording states “Class of ‘21”.  For the Year 13 
hoodie, the wording states “Leavers ‘21”.

• In addition to placing an order, you must also give permission to use the student’s name in the design on the back of the hoodie.  Names 
will not appear unless you provide this permission.  If you wish to give consent for your child, please click on the appropriate link below.  
*Students who are aged 16 or over may complete this form themselves. Only given names that are held on Bede Academy’s records will 
be permitted – no nicknames etc.

• We would love as many names as possible from each of years 6, 11 and 13 to appear in each design, so we ask you to consider completing 
the consent form (link below) whether or not you are looking to purchase a hoodie.

Links: Bede Academy Uniform Shop:  www.easschoolwear.co.uk
 Name consent:   - Year 6 name consent click HERE
     - Year 11 name consent click HERE
     - Year 13 name consent click HERE

2021 is here. It is real and yes, you’ve guessed it, things look different to the way they did a year 
ago. For many, it seems like the start of this year was more unsettled than ever.

“Last year we at least had until March, but this year we were locked down just five days into the 
new year.”

A young person said that to me, and it allowed me to see a perspective that was different to my 
own. The end of a year and beginning of a new one is usually filled with anticipation and hope at 
what the new year will bring, but right now many families are experiencing difficulties. However, 
despite this, there are always some positives to be found if we look hard enough. Staying positive 
doesn’t always come easily, changing the way we see a situation is very helpful, and it starts by 
being thankful for the good things that we have in our lives.

We, as North East Youth for Christ, have partnered with Bede Academy for a few years now and 
it was a blessing to provide a safe and fun half-term programme for some of their students this 
February. It was great to put something on that the students can look back at positively, where 
they were encouraged and had the opportunity to make new friendships. It was amazing to work 
alongside the NUFC foundation and the school staff, who were brilliant. Rumour even has it, that 
one of the staff members showed up wearing their favourite football team’s full kit - now that’s 
commitment!

During the activities we needed to be socially distanced and covid safe and the students
remained within their bubbles as they moved around to the activities in their groups but that 
didn’t stop us having a lot of fun! Whether it was nerf wars, footy cricket or musical statues, 
everyone got involved and made each day truly memorable.

As great as the activities were, the most impactful part of the days were usually the morning 
sessions together. Each of the three days had its own topic: ‘Talking with God’, ‘Hearing from 
God’ and ‘Walking with God’. The students were always honest with their questions and com-
ments relating to the different topics. It was amazing to see some of the conversations carry on, 
sometimes over days. We can’t wait to get to be back in the school, in person, building up young 
people and equipping them with a positive mindset, as well as the tools to meet challenges head 
on. Until then, we will keep using the resources we have to keep doing that virtually. Thank you 
for giving us the chance to come in and work with some of you – we loved it!

JADDAI NEYFC

North East Youth For Christ @ BEDE

http://www.easschoolwear.co.uk
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KjXqEW-MvkOdRU6rYU5-A73Nyq7ySAZEkVDmvb8ArHZUQzlNUk9HS0VETDlRMjZUS1dPS1Y5N085Ry4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KjXqEW-MvkOdRU6rYU5-A73Nyq7ySAZEkVDmvb8ArHZUNk1PQ05RTTU5VDhCTlRYR0QySkgwMENOWC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KjXqEW-MvkOdRU6rYU5-A73Nyq7ySAZEkVDmvb8ArHZUQjY3Q08zT1g0NkZMSUtNWE40UDVRME9STS4u
https://youtu.be/zTjqyZNzngc
https://youtu.be/zTjqyZNzngc


www.bedeacademy.org.uk

How GCSEs, AS and A levels will be 
awarded in summer 2021

Ofqual/21/6751/2

You’ll only be assessed on 
what you’ve been taught

Graded by teacher judgement

School and college 
assessments can continue

Your teacher will tell you what 
evidence is used to grade you

Non-exam assessment 
should continue

Art & design grade based only 
on your portfolio

Private candidates to work 
with a school, college or exam 
centre to provide evidence for 
them to be graded

Not graded by an algorithm

Teachers can use question 
banks provided by exam 
boards if they want to

Results will be based on 
completed and future work, 
so keep doing your best

www.gov.uk/ofqual

Mocks, tests and work 
already done can be used as 
evidence

Non-exam assessments can 
be used as evidence even if 
incomplete

Working out your grade Evidence Results and appeals

Results days
AS and A level 10 August
GCSE      12 August

You can find out more 
details from your school, 
college or exam board, or by 
visiting the Ofqual website

If you’re unhappy with your 
grade, you can appeal it. First 
step is to submit an appeal to 
your school or college.

You will be aware that the DfE have released an outline of their proposals for exam grades for Year 11 and Year 13 students this summer. We are now 
awaiting further details of the actual processes and will be able to confirm our response to those when we get them.
 
In broad terms the DfE have confirmed that grades this summer will be awarded on the basis of teacher assessment of student performance rather 
than an algorithm. They have confirmed that teachers will be able to use a range of information to arrive at a grade judgement including trial exams, 
coursework, “or other work completed as part of a student’s course, such as essays or in-class tests”. This year, however, schools will also have access 
to further assessment materials, provided by the boards, which will help to provide clear evidence in support of the grades awarded. 
 
We need to see more detail about what this means and we are expecting further information over the coming days. As we receive information and 
process it, we will pass it to parents and students once we are clear about the implications for each of our students.

Below shows a more visual illustration of how grades will be awarded this summer.

DfE announcement regarding teacher assessed grades

http://www.bedeacademy.org.uk

