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Visit us on twitter to find out what our staff, parents and students are doing!

BEDE ACADEMY

Dear Parents and Carers,

Together again! I think the phrase that I have used more than any other over last 
week was ‘We have missed you.’ Seeing each and every one of our students walk 
back through our doors and reform the community here onsite has brought life 
and joy back to the academy. Being able to make eye contact with people we 
care for rather than staring slightly passed each other on zoom calls, reading body 
language rather than only seeing heads on laptop screens, and talking freely with 
each other rather than worrying about being muted or wifi connections dropping 
out. I write this knowing that for many we are still waiting to re-emerge from 
lockdown but our students, our children, are beginning to experience the hope 
that normality is returning.

It is this theme of hope that we have picked up as our theme for Easter, a time 
when Christians focus on hope found in the resurrection of Christ along with 
the offer of salvation. We have set ourselves the challenge of restoring hope in 
the lives of our students. Given the exceptional levels of engagement are hard 
work that students and parents put in with online learning (even higher levels of 
engagement were seen than during the summer lockdown) we want to build on 
all the learning that has taken place. Rather than talking about ‘lost learning’ or 
‘how far behind a student might be’ we focus on responding to that which the 
students have done, do know and can do, then we work in lessons to secure areas 
that might need additional explanation. 

We are not naïve, we know that for some it has been a particularly difficult time. 
Thank you to the hundreds of parents who responded to the pastoral survey. This 
has allowed us to better understand where there may be issues that we can offer 
support with and our Form Tutors, Pastoral and Welfare Teams are working with 
students over the next few weeks to help them settle back into academy life. 

Along with our Year 11 and Year 13 students we continue to await guidance from 
exam boards about the summer grading process. We are expecting to receive 
this at the end of the spring term. Our advice simply remains the same to all 
students in exam year groups. Keep working as hard as you can, keep seeking 
to demonstrate what you know and what you can do. Your teachers will then 
help you to keep improving and preparing for your next steps in education or 
employment. 
Finally you can read some great articles in this newsletter of ways in which 
students have shown exceptional determination. The ‘Stars in the Community’, 
the report from the Blyth Foodbank, Destiny’s fundraising for the NHS as well 
as the exceptional story of Connor’s battle with cancer and his attempt to raise 
money to help others in a similar situation. We continue to be inspired by our 
students! I end with a message of hope by C.S. Lewis shared with us from Hannah 
in Year 9… Hope means that though ‘you can’t go back and change the beginning… 
you can start where you are and change the ending.’ 

Mr Thelwell
Principal

NEWSLETTER

Mrs Blakesley-Jones gives 
us a short synopsis of her 
reading interests and her 

favourite book.

Book Review

CLICK HERE

https://twitter.com/bedeacademy
https://twitter.com/bedeacademy
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Mrs-Blakesly-Jones-Book-Review-1.mp4
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Mrs-Blakesly-Jones-Book-Review-1.mp4


BLYTH FOODBANK
We are delighted to provide some feedback regarding Blyth Foodbank.  
Many of you have contributed generously through requests from the 
academy to support the Foodbank.  Their newsletter, below, not only 
highlights how they have been able to provide support, but also how the 
wider Blyth community is working together to help others.       
                               
NEWS FROM THE BLYTH FOODBANK   : January /February 2021 
We are at last beginning to draw breath after the very busy Christmas 
period at the Foodbank. We are so grateful for our volunteers, and 
the magnificent generosity of our communities, who have provided us 
with a large amount of food donations, and also considerable financial 
support received throughout this time.

Because of the strange times we are living through, we were asked to 
help out in  different ways to ease the pressure on a number of groups. 
We therefore joined with Blyth Town Council, Engage in the Community, 
CVSBV and Blyth Rotary Club to provide additional help through 
Operation Elf, and we were also able to help other community groups 
and local families who were struggling.

Since the lock down in March 2020 we have provided:

• 2,067 food parcels.
• In December alone we gave out 577 of our regular boxes.
• 125 family parcels and 390 individual parcels were given through 

Operation Elf.
• 105 Christmas family bags were given for Blyth.
• 38 Christmas family bags for Seaton Valley.
• 64 Christmas parcels were given to Engage in the Community.
• 38 Christmas parcels for home serve for vulnerable young people.
• 32 Large family parcels were given to Seaton Valley Schools 
• and 10 Christmas parcels for a Care Home in Blyth.

This was a positive experience working alongside others, but our thanks 
must go primarily to all who contributed in any way to this splendid 
effort.

The Foodbank is now working entirely from Seaforth Street in Blyth 
where we have our warehouse and distribution centre. However the new 
warehouse is smaller than our previous building and therefore we are 
limited as to the number of people able to work there at any one time, 
and of course we are limited by social distancing. With a lot of hard 
work and commitment, we are now open six mornings each week and 
working with other voluntary agencies we are able to deliver our food 
parcels in an emergency to those unable to come to the centre, either 
through illness or need to isolate.

At present our financial situation remains secure and we have been able 
to increase the amount of food that is given in each parcel so that it 
should enable those in need to manage for between four and four and a 
half days. Emergency parcels are also available where this is necessary. We 
continue to work closely with Northumberland Communities Together 
Hub who make regular referrals to us and they can be contacted on 
01670 620015 or email NCT@northumberland.gov.uk.

Thanks again to our supporters among the local business community, 
to ASDA and the Newsham Co-op, to Lakes and Dales Co-op, Glenton’s 
Bakery, local schools and all the many individuals and community groups 
who continue to offer us encouragement and practical help. To our 
volunteers you have been truly amazing, and we wish you the very best 
in these uncertain times. 

SAVE THE
DATE

More information will be 
coming soon, including a 

shared link for you to join us 
for our Online Easter Service

THURSDAY 25 MARCH 2021

mailto:NCT%40northumberland.gov.uk?subject=


Connor from 9 Attley has organised a 
fundraising event called ‘Connor’s Run 4 
Cancer’, where he is hoping to raise funds for 
various charities including CLIC Sargent and 
the RVI.  Connor was diagnosed with a Central 
Nervous System, Medullablastoma brain 
tumour on the 23rd March 2020 (lockdown 
day). It is in the lower part of the brain where 
muscle coordination, balance and movement 
are controlled. His cancer had also spread 
down his spine.

In the last year, Connor has gone from being a 
very active and fit 13-year-old boy who loves 
his rugby to losing the use of his lower body for 
a few months. He has spent the last 12 months 
in bed pretty much all the time. He is now able 
to walk short distances now but is extremely 

weak and tired. His balance isn’t great, but it 
is improving. Everyday he is pushing himself 
further and further whilst still undergoing 
Chemotherapy. 

As it’s coming up to a year since his diagnosis and 
the end of his treatment, Connor is keen ditch 
his wheelchair, crutches and zimmer frame, he 
wants to regain his strength and mobility and 
has said he would like to do something to help 
other children and their families in this area 
living with childhood cancer. 

Connor has set a goal to walk 20 miles in 
March. To some this may not seem a lot, but 
for Connor this would be a huge achievement. 
At the moment Connor is unstable and needs 
some support from others whilst walking, 

he can only withstand 5-10 minute bouts of 
exercise without needing a rest. 

This fundraiser will give him the motivation he 
needs to get out of his bed and get moving.  For 
more details of Connor’s story or to sponsor 
him, please visit www.gofundme.com. All 
sponsorship would be greatly appreciated for 
this fantastic cause.

MASS RAPID TESTING
We are delighted that we have completed over 
2500 tests through our Rapid Testing Centre, 
running out of our Sports’ Hall. The test centre 
has been manned with a team of academy staff 
and volunteers, to whom we are incredibly 
grateful. Student participation rates have been 
exemplary, and students have shown incredible 
maturity and excellent conduct as they have 
gone through the process of supported self-
swabbing.

On Tuesday, our 2500th test was received by 
Olivia in Year 9.

She states: “I was worried at first, but everyone 
was nice and reassuring which made it easier. I 
think that testing is important so that the virus 
doesn’t spread and so that more people don’t 
die.”

By the middle of next week, all students will 
have received their third on-site Lateral Flow 
Device test, and will then revert to home 
testing.

JUNIOR WEST-HAM PLAYER HAS 
RAISED FUNDS FOR NHS STAFF 
WHO CONTINUE TO FIGHT 
AGAINST CORONAVIRUS

Local 11-year-old, Destiny has donated £250 
for Northumbria Healthcare NHS Foundation 
Trust’s Bright Charity as a way to thank NHS 
staff.

Due to the current government guidelines, 
Destiny has been unable to travel to continue 
her football training or to compete in matches. 
She took to running to help stay fit, and 
decided that it would be a great opportunity 
to raise money for her local hospital, the 
trust’s Northumbria Specialist Emergency Care 
Hospital in Cramlington.

She ran an impressive 104 miles in 6 weeks to 
fundraise for our staff who are working so hard 
against coronavirus.

Last week, Destiny presented a cheque to 
Debbie Whiteman, matron on the critical care 
unit at the Northumbria hospital, who was 
incredibly grateful to receive her generous 
donation.

https://www.gofundme.com/f/connors-run-4-cancer?qid=6ef0f2647a197ceebb2c6aff416f215c
https://youtu.be/6cimfTAgypI


SAFE TRANSPORT 
MANAGEMENT
Parents and carers are politely reminded of the 
importance of our arrangements for dropping 
off and collecting students to the academy 
site. We are guided by the principles of keeping 
everyone safe, and also being good neighbours 
to those living in the vicinity of the academy. 

Students travelling by foot are reminded to 
ensure their litter goes into bins, that their 
language and manner are courteous at all times 
and that they don’t gather and loiter in the 
community, respecting the privacy and peace 
of those in neighbouring properties. 

For those travelling by bike or scooter, we 
require students to wear a helmet so that they 
are protected from serious head injury, in the 

event of an accident. 

For students travelling by car, parents are 
reminded that the road outside of the 
main entrance is a no stopping zone, and is 
monitored by the county council who will 
issue a fine if they catch cars stopping in this 
one-way road during school drop off and pick 
up times. Please therefore arrange to drop 
off and pick up children outside of this area. 
It is not fair on our neighbours to be blocking 
driveways, causing congestion or making access 
to properties difficult. It is also dangerous to 
students travelling by foot to have increased 
traffic around our entrance and exit points. 
We recognise that some student may need to 
be brought to school by a parent / carer for 
a variety of legitimate reasons, and in those 
cases we will provide a parking permit to give 
access to a space in the car park. Do please ring 
reception if you require further details about 
this.

Question All About... ‘Football’ ‘Drama’ ‘Cadets’ ‘Rugby’ etc
What is your name Lucy

What Tutor and House are you in? VI Roberts

What club are you involved in outside of Bede? Rangers - Girl Guiding

How long have you been attending this club? I first joined Girl Guiding in their Rainbows group when I was 5.

Do you have a specific role/position at this club? When there was more people attending, I was a group leader.

What has been the biggest Event you have been 
involved in?

Probably the Wellies and Wristbands event which is a residential camping trip that usually takes 
place in the summertime. It involves a range of activities from canoeing to bushcraft.

What do you like about this club? The people who run it and attend are very nice and it allows me to do things I wouldn't normally 
get the opportunity to do.

Can anyone attend this club? For Rangers specifically you need to be 14+, however there are groups for younger girls such as 
Rainbows which is 5-7, then Brownies which is 7-10 and Guides which is 10-14. 

What days and times is this club on? I'm not sure about Rainbows/Brownies/Guides, but Rangers is on a Thursday 7pm-8/8:30pm.

Is there a website or a page where we can find out 
more info?

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/

HOME TESTING FOR 
STUDENTS AND 
HOUSEHOLDS
Once students have had their third on-site 
COVID test next week, they will be required 
to undertake twice weekly testing at home. 
For students aged 11 and under, this is to be 
undertaken by parents please. Students have 
been provided with detail about how this 
will work in their PD time this week, and have 
watched a video (hyperlinked below) which 
provides a helpful walk through of what is 
involved.

Each student will receive a box of 7 home 
testing kits for their personal use when they 
receive their third test in the Sports Hall next 
week. They will be required to undertake 
a test before coming into the academy on 
MONDAYS and THURSDAYS, and are advised 

to do the test the evening before. Results must 
be reported to the NHS and the academy using 
these links:

1.        Academy Reporting
2.       www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result

Tests should be undertaken before coming 
into the academy every Monday and Thursday 
(the evening before is fine). Results must be 
submitted within 24 hours of taking your test. 
The video guide can be found here: How to do 
a COVID-19 Self Test (rapid antigen test). 

Please also read this PRIVACY STATEMENT 
before undertaking your test.

All household members are also advised to 
undertake twice weekly testing. 

Further Government Guidance as of 4 March 
2021

www.bedeacademy.org.uk

https://forms.gle/1oR1wxhrSQBJBwYL8
http://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
blob:https://www.youtube.com/8cdd5fff-34bc-4e2d-afb0-7ce7e685ffab
blob:https://www.youtube.com/8cdd5fff-34bc-4e2d-afb0-7ce7e685ffab
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Privacy-Notice-students-testing-at-home.pdf
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/update-on-government-guidelines/
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/update-on-government-guidelines/
http://www.bedeacademy.org.uk

