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Visit us on twitter to find out what our staff, parents and students are doing!

BEDE ACADEMY

Dear Parents and Carers,

We are now finally at the Easter holidays. Though we have only had the whole 
Bede Academy community back on site with us for the last three weeks it has 
been a long and very busy term! 

Our students and their families have been engaged with online learning to an 
exceptionally high degree. As the students have returned to their classrooms 
we have found that their level of knowledge and understanding of topics 
covered over this last term is very high. This is due to the commitment to 
continuing with their learning whilst they were at home. My thanks to all of 
our parents and staff for their support which allowed students to engage so 
well, and return to picking up their learning in their classrooms so smoothly.

At the end of term we launched our new online ‘My Child at School’ portal. We 
hope that this will better support parents and carers to access online reports 
and information about you child’s progress at Bede Academy. So far we have 
made the new style Key Stage 3 reports available but will grow the range of 
information that you can access over the summer term. The new Key Stage 3 
reports will also provide parents with a more precise breakdown of the security 
of their child’s learning in each of their units this year than simply reporting on 
a general level or grade. If you have any questions about these new reports 
and the online portal please email academicteam@bedeacademy.org.uk

In this newsletter you will find a range of messages, especially from Mrs 
Watson (our Librarian) has provided information on e-Platform which you 
and your children can use to access e-books and Audiobooks to supplement 
their reading at home. She has also included reading guidance and books that 
students can engage with over the Easter holidays.

Congratulations to Ruby in Year 7 as well as Lily and Bronwyn from Cuthbert 
House, Jack and Jessica from Oswald and Olivia and Tony from Aiden who have 
all been recognised in this newsletter for their contributions to the academy 
and our community. We have a much wider range of extra-curricular starting 
in the summer term so please have a look at the list in this newsletters and help 
your child decide what to sign up for.

Finally can I wish each of you a Happy Easter. If you have not yet seen our 
Easter Service please do take time to watch it – the link is available in the article 
later in the newsletter. This service brings to culmination our theme of ‘Hope’ 
which we have been considering over the Spring Term. On that note I hope 
that you all enjoy your well earned break.

Mr Thelwell
Principal

NEWSLETTER

Mr Harris gives us a short 
synopsis of his reading 

interests and his favourite 
book.

Book Review

CLICK HERE

https://twitter.com/bedeacademy
https://twitter.com/bedeacademy
mailto:academicteam%40bedeacademy.org.uk%20?subject=
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Mr-Harris-book-review-Art-of-Being-Brilliant-26.02.21.mp4
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Mr-Harris-book-review-Art-of-Being-Brilliant-26.02.21.mp4


Question All About... Rugby
What is your name Ruby

What Tutor and House are you in? 7 Jones

What club are you involved in outside of Bede? Blyth Rugby Club

How long have you been attending this club? About 2 years

Do you have a specific role/position at this club? No - just a player

What has been the biggest Event you have been 
involved in?

Northumberland school games

What do you like about this club? Its fun and you make new friends

Can anyone attend this club? Yes - there are different age groups

What days and times is this club on? Sundays in the morning

Is there a website or a page where we can find out 
more info?

https://www.pitchero.com/clubs/blyth

FREE EBOOKS & AUDIOBOOKS FOR STUDENTS

We are delighted to announce that the Academy has teamed up with Northumberland Schools Library Service 
to offer our students free access to eBooks and Audiobooks.  The resources are provided by a company called 
‘ePlatform by Wheelers’ and allows access to thousands of books ranging from the classics to up to date 
contemporary fiction, including all of the popular titles our students love to read.  The site is easy to navigate 
and can be used on a PC and laptop on the desktop version, or via the app for mobile or tablet devices.   A step 
by step guide is ATTACHED for students to follow, showing how to log onto the ePlatform, search, borrow and 
reserve books.  There is also a short VIDEO attached showing how to navigate the site.

At Bede Academy we constantly strive to help our students foster a love of reading that will stay with them 
for the rest of their lives, this is done through class visits to our well stocked library, during DEAR time, and 
now through this exciting new ePlatform.  Developing strong reading skills is not only important for academic 
success, it has also been proven that it helps children develop a greater understanding of the world we live in, 
improve relationships with others, reduce symptoms of stress and anxiety and improve wellbeing throughout 
their lives.

We hope you and your child enjoy the many benefits using the new ePlatform will bring.

Mrs Watson

EASTER HAMPER WINNERS
The following Students have been chosen for their excellent attendance, exemplary behaviour and their 
contribution to House Events. Well done all!

Jack and Jessica Olivia and TonyLily and Bronwyn

https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/ePlatform-User-Guide.pdf
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Ebook-Audio-Book-System.mp4


BE(DE) KIND TO YOURSELF
While it's wonderful to get back into school, it's a much faster pace than Google 
classroom work. Remember to pause and complete regular acts of self-care. This 
week's suggested activities focus on grounding ourselves and looking around so....

Get exploring: The National Trust has launched #blossomwatch to celebrate the 
arrival of Spring. It asks you to photograph buds beginning to bloom and share 
the photographs, along with where you found the blossom, using #blossomwatch. 
If you can't get out, check out the twitter thread and enjoy the lovely blossoms.

Get breathing: Try 'nose breathing': press a finger against your left nostril and count 
to 5, then press a finger against your right nostril and count to 5 again. Repeat this 
until you feel calm.

THE CENSUS: EVERYONE COUNTS!

Bede’s Personal Development sessions have been wide and varied this year as we help prepare students 
to thrive as citizens in their community.  This week’s PD was a once in a decade opportunity to contribute 
to this as it focused on the Census, underway in the run-up to 21st March.  We sought to give students 
an understanding of what the Census is, why it matters, and their rights and responsibilities around it. 
The material delivered was planned with support from the Office for National Statistics through their 
secondary education programme, and it inspired some excellent discussion.  Students could see how the 
data collected guides planning on both a national and local level and affects everyone, no matter how old 
or - in their cases – how young they are!  Furthermore, in light of Blyth’s ‘New Town Deal’ that they have also 
learned about recently, students could connect the process of data gathering to some practical outcomes 
they will soon experience for themselves.

RECOMMENDED READING

Key Stage 3
Circus Maximus: Race to the Death
Annelise Gray

Missing
Michael Rosen

Key Stage 4
Catherine House
Elisabeth Thomas

Terror Kid
Benjamin Zephaniah

Key Stage 5
The Lottery and other stories
Shirley Jackson

Friday Night Lights
H.G. Bissinger

COVID TESTING UPDATE
It has been announced this week that the current twice weekly testing 
for school staff and students is to continue through the Easter holidays. 
Students have been issued with additional test kits for this purpose. 
The guidelines state:

• test twice a week at home from now on (all those who are able to)
• report results ONLINE as positive, negative or void. This information 

is critical in helping us to understand the prevalence of the virus 
across the country

• continue to test twice weekly over the Easter holidays
• test before returning to school or college for the summer term, 

either the night before, or morning of, the first day back, to find and 
isolate any positive cases

Please continue to report your results in the usual way. Results must be 

submitted within 24 hours of taking the test to:

1. The academy, using this LINK
2. The government: REPORT A COVID-19 RAPID LATERAL FLOW 

TEST RESULT - GOV.UK (WWW.GOV.UK)
 
Please read the privacy notice here regarding the storage of data relating 
to home test results: PRIVACY-NOTICE-STUDENTS-TESTING-AT-
HOME.PDF (BEDEACADEMY.ORG.UK)
 
Any student with a positive test must remain at home and book a PCR 
TEST to confirm the result.
Any student with Covid-19 symptoms must not attend the academy, but 
book a PCR TEST to confirm if they have the virus.
Any student who has been in close contact with someone who has 
tested positive OR a member of their household has symptoms and is 
awaiting test results, they must isolate for 10 days from the point of 
contact.

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result?utm_source=23%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf5nvARuKSK_a2mrROZk9eA2I60v8ihkPFD43C17Raz0Z0aaA/viewform
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Privacy-Notice-students-testing-at-home.pdf
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Privacy-Notice-students-testing-at-home.pdf
https://self-referral.test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/antigen/essential-worker
https://self-referral.test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/antigen/essential-worker
https://self-referral.test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/antigen/essential-worker


CLICK HERE TO WATCH NOW

We recognise the challenges all young people have faced this year and 
social media has often been their lifeline to communicating with their 
friends, but we must all be aware of the negative connotations attached 
to communicating in this way too. We continue through our Personal 
Development sessions at school to promote esafety and educate young 
people how to stay safe on-line and we encourage you as parents to 
have these conversations too.

As we approach the Easter holidays that degree of isolation from peers 
will return. Please remember that throughout the holidays the welfare 
team will be on hand to deal with any safeguarding concerns and can be 
contacted by email at bawelfare@bedeacademy.org.uk or by telephoning 
the academy whereupon a member of the team can call you back to 
address your concerns.

Please see below some pointers regarding the safe use of social media, 
and some of the strategies parents can use to help keep children safe 
online.

Although most social media platforms are officially 13+, some children 
sign up to at least one when they’re much younger. It’s better that you 
encourage them to be open with you, rather than thinking they need to 
keep it a secret from you. And be aware that if they accept your follow/
friend request on a social media account, it’s very possible they have 
another one that they’re not sharing with you. A few tips to helping your 
child stay safe on social media are:

• Remind your child that every social media platform has privacy 
settings, and show them how to use them.

• Talk to your child about the sort of information they want to keep 
private.

• Make sure your child understands how to report or block things 
that aren’t appropriate.

• Help your child to understand that they shouldn’t feel the need to 
be available all the time on social media. It’s okay to take a break, 
and you don’t need to take part in every conversation.

• Remind your child that hurtful comments on-line can have awful 
consequences. This was really brought home to us following the 

tragic death of the Cramlington teenager Charley Patterson in 
October last year. Bullying isn’t okay, whether it happens at school, 
at home or on the internet. If your child is receiving nasty messages, 
or people are posting unwanted things about them, or they feel 
harassed, they should do something about it.

• Encourage them to talk to you. Even if it seems like a small thing, it 
can really help to talk things through with you about what to do. 

• Encourage them to speak to someone at school or you can 
approach school staff on their behalf.

• Make sure they understand how to block and report the people 
involved, and to use the privacy settings to limit what people can 
see on their profiles.

• Help them understand that they are responsible for what they 
post. They should remember to think about what effect their 
posts might have on others, and that they probably shouldn’t say 
anything online that they wouldn’t say in person. That means not 
writing nasty things about people they know.

• Remember that some social media platforms such as snap chat 
are difficult to monitor as images and messages are often not 
accessible again once they have been read.

Have a safe and Happy Easter, the Welfare Team

MESSAGE FROM THE WELFARE TEAM

https://youtu.be/RIKkwaXJO9k
mailto:bawelfare%40bedeacademy.org.uk?subject=


SUMMER TERM - EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
During this academic year the staff at Bede Academy have missed seeing the students taking part 
in extracurricular activities. These activities play a crucial role in helping students to develop their 
character and nurture their talents. When we return from the Easter break we are hoping to be 
able to start offering a limited number of extra-curricular activities to students across a range of 
subject areas, starting with Sport and Music. These will run in a slightly different way to normal to 
ensure that they adhere to our comprehensive risk assessment that is in place to keep all members 
of our community safe. In PE, there will be a different night for each year group with a range of 
activities on offer.

Tues 3.15-4.15 Year 7

Wed 3.45-4.45 Year 9

Thu 3.45-4.45 Year 8

Fri 3.45-4.45 Year 10

In the Music department the following clubs will be looking to resume:

Monday Academy Voices
Theory Club

Tuesday Drum Club
Orchestra
Y7 Singers

Wednesday Jazz Band
Keyboard Club
String Orchestra
Y8 Singers

Thursday Folk Club
Guitar Club

Friday Cantata Choir

The languages department is also offering students in year 7 an exciting new opportunity to learn 
how to speak and write Japanese as well as a learning a little about their culture. This club will run 
on Wednesdays from 3.10pm until 4pm.

As we are sure will appreciate this is all subject to Government guidance allowing extra-curricular 
activities to resume and may be subject to change. We are looking forward to seeing students 
enjoying these activities once again.

MUSIC INSTRUMENTAL LESSONS!
Thinking about learning a new instrument or starting up singing lessons? Check out 
the sign up letter that has been sent out regarding starting lessons for next term. 

Try something new, give it a go! 

You could learn:

GUITAR          PIANO          WOODWIND          STRINGS         VOICE        DRUMS

TREE OF HOPE

www.bedeacademy.org.uk

As the world reviews the past, unprecedented, 
year, we at Bede cannot emphasise enough how 
much our Christian Ethos has helped us remain 
strong and optimistic. As we approach the most 
important time of the year for Christians, we 
wanted to mark the fundamental basis upon 
which our actions rest: the hope that we can 
all have in Jesus Christ. Our Easter Service cel-
ebrated the promise of better days ahead and 
ultimately of salvation, but as we stand at this 
moment of both reflection and possibility, our 
thoughts could not help but turn to Ellen Raffell 
and her family.

Ellen was a treasured member of the Bede Fami-
ly and her life and all she gave to others will nev-
er be forgotten.  In her memory, Bede will plant 
a tree at our entrance, and because Ellen’s legacy 
lives on in the charity that bears her name, El-
len’s Gift of Hope, we wanted this to be a Tree 
of Hope.  Mrs Raffell chose a Japanese Maple, 
or Acer, because of its blaze of red leaves in the 
autumn when Ellen and her sister Abbey were 
born.  This half term, it has rested in our recep-
tion bedecked with messages of hope from our 
students.  It has been a fabulous embodiment of 
the spirit we wish to share and of Ellen’s spirit:  
the promise and power of hope.

http://www.bedeacademy.org.uk

