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Challenge!? I wonder if 
anyone can make me as their 
egg!

who’s going to decorate 
an egg for the Easter 

Visit us on twitter to find out what our 
staff, parents and students are doing!

@BedeAcademy

OSWALD HOUSE!

Dear Parents, Carers and Students
 
How wonderful it is to have us all back in the 
Academy and back to some ‘normality’. I have 
once again watched in amazement and with 
pride as our students have adapted to their new 
normal routines without fuss and have made 
the most of all opportunities available to them 
back in the Academy – it really is great to have 
everyone back.

We have recently had the results from the code 
breaker challenge. This was an excellent event 
that was keenly contested between the three 
houses. There were 10 different ‘levels’ of code 
that students had to work out and find the 
answer to as they progressed through the levels. 

I know this event caused a lot of headaches 
(for me in particular!) but definitely a great 
feeling of satisfaction once completed. Well 
done to everyone who took part and a huge 
thank you to Mr Moore for this event. Special 
shout out to Ashton in 8 Tipper who I am led 
to believe was the first student to break all of 
the codes!

We have also recently completed the Book 
Review challenge where Oswald House came 
in third place. A special mention to Ellie (11 
Taylor) for her excellent entry. House Netball 
took place in the form of a google quiz which 
tested students Netball knowledge. We had 
a huge amount of entries and we finished in 
second place with a score of 1551 points. Great 
work everyone!

I am really looking forward to the Easter 
Holiday challenge – The egg decorating 
competition. This event was fabulous last 

year and had lots of amazing entries, from ice 
cream shops, to hedgehogs and even an entry 
of Boris Johnson! I look forward to seeing the 
amazing entries we come up with. We also have 
the Biology springwatch event taking place this 
week so everyone get outside and see what 
nature you find!

Let’s all keep working hard in our penultimate 
week before the Easter Holidays.

Take care and stay safe

Miss Lee
Head of Oswald House

Watch this space!
DEIGHTON - 7 STEVENS



Dear Oswald House,  

I was eagerly looking forward to wider reopening, and I can say for certain that it has been an absolute delight.  

It is a pleasure to walk around the academy and see every classroom back in action, with the highest levels of determination 
and a strong work ethic.  You are clearly enjoying being back in your face-to-face lessons and we are enjoying teaching you.

It is also great to see so many of you reconnecting with others in our community after a length of time apart.  Some students 
have found this harder than others. Friendships are important and every one of you deserve to have someone who is looking 
out for you. In Oswald house we know that the best way to do this is to look out for and help others.  If everyone does this, 
everyone with be looked after!

We are looking ahead to reestablishing more and more academy life - so look out for sports clubs, music lessons and other 
extra curricular activities coming soon!

Have a great Easter break when it comes and prepare to throw yourselves fully into all the Summer term has to offer.

Mr Elsworth
Senior Link

NAME TUTOR TEACHER REASON

Josh 11 Taylor Mr Clarkson Superb first lesson back: fully engaged with excellent creative writing results

Oliver 10 Dawson-Rogers Mrs Caisley Great contributions in Tutor Reflections

Alex 11 Davies Mr Clarkson Fantastic work producing excellent written work for Language Paper 1

LilyAnn 11 Davies Mr Clarkson Excellent examples of creative writing demonstrated in class and sharing ideas with others

Zean 10 Webster Dr Edge Extremely positive start in 1st lesson back in the academy

Jake 8 Tipper Mrs Jolly Excellent effort in class this week in French.

Imogen 7 McMurchie Ms Stonebanks Completing a fabulous project on 'A Midsummer Night's Dream'

Leon 10 Charlton Mr McAree Great work in BTEC Sport

Thomas 11 Davies Miss Kale Excellent contribution to Chemistry lesson this week!

Kyle 9 McAree Mrs Richardson Mature and focussed in lesson

Owen 8 Ames Mr Wadsworth Going above and beyond for his Tokyo Olympics presentation

Ryan 9 Clarkson Mr Wadsworth Conscientious focus and attitude throughout Tokyo Olymicis project

Jayden 7 Sutton Mrs Attley Excellent contribution in Science lessons.

Katie 7 McMurchie Miss Thompson Great start back to lessons

Laurie 11 Taylor Mrs Ridley Excellent engagement in Chemistry lesson

Alex 11 Davies Mrs Ridley Excellent engagement in Chemistry lesson

Freya 8 Ames Mrs C Taylor Amazing start to new ICT topic

Lily 8 Broadway Mrs C Taylor Amazing start to new ICT topic

Ryan 8 Broadway Mrs C Taylor Amazing start to new ICT topic

Elsbeth 8 Ames Mrs R Scott Improved confidence with sharing ideas and superb quality of written response

Stevie 10 Dawson-Rogers Mrs Jones Excellent effort and scores on language nut for German homework

Owen 10 Dawson - Rogers Mrs Minnikin Excellent engagement in HSC lessons

STAR STUDENTSSTAR STUDENTS

HOME TESTING FOR STUDENTS 
AND HOUSEHOLDS
Once students have had their third on-site COVID test next week, they 
will be required to undertake twice weekly testing at home. For students 
aged 11 and under, this is to be undertaken by parents please. Students 
have been provided with detail about how this will work in their PD time 
this week, and have watched a video (hyperlinked below) which provides 
a helpful walk through of what is involved.

Each student will receive 6 home tests for their personal use when they 
receive their third test in the Sports Hall next week. They will be required 
to undertake a test before coming into the academy on MONDAYS and 
THURSDAYS, and are advised to do the test the evening before. Results 
must be reported to the NHS and the academy using these links:

1.        Academy Reporting
2.       www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result

Tests should be undertaken before coming into the academy every 
Monday and Thursday (the evening before is fine). Results must be 
submitted within 24 hours of taking your test. The video guide can be 
found here: How to do a COVID-19 Self Test (rapid antigen test). 

Please also read this PRIVACY STATEMENT before undertaking your test.

All household members are also advised to undertake twice weekly 
testing. 

Further Government Guidance as of 4 March 2021



HOUSE EVENTSHOUSE EVENTS
DATE HOUSE EVENT

15 MARCH 2021
Biology: “Springwatch” competition
Year 7 Accelerated Reader (SWA)

22 MARCH 
2021

Complete 8 from “12 Things to do” list
Dance Showcase (NWi)
Y10 History: Cold War cartoons
MFL: Quizlet
Y7-8 Junior Maths Challenge
Yr7 Engineering :”Day of the Dead” 
challenge
Easter Holiday challenge: Egg decorating

12 APRIL 2021
Y7 Geography – river features model 
making
Art: y7 Creative Colour Wheels

19 APRIL 2021
Fancy dress competition

26 APRIL 2021
House Fishing (DLL)

3 MAY 2021
Cutest pet photo competition

10 May 2021
Science: Kitchen Sink Chemistry
MFL: Poster to promote French speaking 
country

17 May 2021
Y9 Geography: photography competition
The Big Spell (KPE)
Y7 History: Castle building

GETTING TO KNOW YOUGETTING TO KNOW YOU

What is your name? Mr Elsworth

What is your role at Bede Academy? Vice Principal Curriculum & Outcomes

What subject do you teach? Maths

Which University did you attend and what 
did you study?

Loughborough University - Aeronautical Engineering

What are your favourite hobbies? Running

What is your favourite meal from the 
Refectory?

Cheese Savoury Baguette - always!

What is your one piece of advice to 
others?

Always choose the right thing, not the easiest thing

Where is your favourite destination? Hellvellyn

What is your favourite TV Programme? The Bake Off

What is your favourite Sports Team? Barnsley FC

When you were younger what did you 
want to do for a job?

Be a commerical pilot

What is your name? Ellis Hall 

What is your role at Bede Academy? House Captain

What subjects are you studying? Biology, Chemistry, Maths and EPQ (I also did AS Physics!)

Which University do you hope to at-
tend and what do you want to study?

Medicine at Oxford (No 1 in the world for Medicine) if I meet my 
offer!!!

What are your favourite hobbies? I love to read, spend time with my dog, eat food and work!

What is your favourite meal from the 
Refectory?

Friday chicken!!

What is your one piece of advice to 
others?

if you work hard for what you want you can get it! (Only if you work 
hard though!)

Where is the place you would most 
like to visit?

I'd love to visit Japan; I think the culture there is so interesting!

What is your favourite TV Programme? Love Gogglebox and 24 Hours in A&E

What is your favourite Sports Team? Whatever Miss Lee's is (I'll have to trust her judgement since I'm not 
very sporty)

What would be your dream job? Clinician Scientist in Neurology hopefully (subject to change)

Stars in the Community! All About... Darts
What is your name James

What Tutor and House are you in? 9 Maughan

What club are you involved in outside of Bede? Darts - North East Youth Academy

How long have you been attending this club? 2 years

Do you have a specific role/position at this club? No - I am just a participant

What has been the biggest Event you have been 
involved in?

Junior Darts Corporation Grading events

What do you like about this club? I get to meet new people, learn new skills, practice darts, improve mathematics and learn 
sportsmanship

Can anyone attend this club? Yes - it is open to boys and girls aged 5 to 16

What days and times is this club on? Monday and Thursday 6-7:30pm at YMCA Waterloo Road Blyth

Is there a website or a page where we can find out 
more info?

Facebook - Darts North East Youth Academy

THIS WEEKS STAR IN THE COMMUNITY COMES FROM CUTHBERT HOUSE

HOUSE POINTS

11656
HOUSE 

COMPETITION

264

HOUSE POINTS

11507
HOUSE 

COMPETITION

258

HOUSE POINTS

11841
HOUSE 

COMPETITION

252
ATTENDANCE

98.05%

ATTENDANCE

97.74%

ATTENDANCE

97.31%



Welcome to week four of Bede’s wellbeing tips. I 
hope you are settling okay back into the academy 
and are feeling happy to be back. Our mental 
health is as important in school as out of it, so 
keep trying out these self-care tips to improve 
your wellbeing:

• Get active: Get on youtube and explore 
some of the fitness videos there. Everyone 
knows about Joe Wicks’ PE but have you 
ever tried yoga with Adrienne? Or dance 
fitness to Fortnite or Disney? Just search 
‘family workout’ or ‘fitness for teens’ and find 
something you like!

• Get relaxed: Put your phone away, turn the TV 
off and curl up with a good book. Books have 
been shown to decrease stress and anxiety 
and promote empathy- plus they can be 
really good fun!

• Get together: Have a sleepover in the living 

room! Every household member brings their 
blankets and pillows downstairs and spends 
the night in the same room. Movies, popcorn, 
scary stories and marshmallows are all 
optional.

 
For more information and ideas:
• The ‘Be You’ Website: https://www.

beyounorthumberland.nhs.uk/ 
• The Young Minds: https://youngminds.org.

uk/  
• Kooth- an app where students can access 

support in a safe, secure and anonymous way.
 
In addition, we hope you know that we are here to 
support you in any way we can. Please contact the 
Welfare Team at Bede Academy.
 
Take care!

BE(DE) KIND TO YOURSELF

YR 8 HISTORY SPEECH

Year 8 were asked to write a speech arguing why 
the Slave Trade should be abolished. They were 
writing as if they were in the 19th Century and after 
studying the events of the Slave Trade studied the 
abolition movement, particularly the abolition in 
the North East of England. After looking at some 
examples of anti- slavery speeches, students were 
tasked with writing their own persuasive speech. 
The places were 

CHELSEA (8 TIAN) - AIDAN – 1ST 
KANUSHANTH (8 READ) - CUTHBERT – 2ND
JACK (8 DAVIES) AIDAN – 3RD

The book that I have chosen to do a review 
on is Ghost boys. The genre of this book is 
historical fiction. It is this because the book 
links to racial discrimination and refers to 
the past and how it relates to the present. 
The main characters are Jerome Rogers, Kim 
Rogers, Carlos, Officer and Sarah Moore. All 
of these characters relate to the plot of the 
book.  The plot of the story revolves around 
a modern-day problem; racism. The police 
officer saw Jerome (a 12-year old child) 
walking with his toy gun. He was shot by 
the police man (officer Moore) because he 
saw it as a threat. Once Jerome had passed 
away from this occurrence, he observed 
the scene and chaos the police officer and 
the actions had placed on Jerome’s family. 
However, whilst a ghost, only the police 
officer’s 12-year old daughter could see 
him and finds out about how Jerome wasn’t 
just killed for the toy gun, but because of 
his race. I believe that anyone should read 
this book because it reveals how society 
is seen as today and the past. It gives an 
understanding of a massive problem that 
many ignore to this day.

BRIDGET
10 Jolly

“Good morning/afternoon fellow citizens.
Today I’m going to be talking about how slavery should 
be stopped and I am aiming to show you the miserable 
lives these slaves have been forced into. Let me explain…

Now, as you may expect, slaves are not treated fairly. At 
the auctions, you see families being torn apart, babies 
being taken from their weeping mothers and they’re 
forced to work for another human being for the rest of 
their lives. If you were not chosen by anyone at scramble 
auctions, maybe you were ill or too old, your future 
wasn’t bright either. You wouldn’t be taken back home, 
oh no, you’d be left there to die. Imagine if you were in 
that position or one of your family members were, how 
would you feel then? Would you be thinking about how 
good this is for the economy? To put it simply, no, you 
wouldn’t. So just think about how they feel, put yourself 
in their shoes.

How many slaves do you think have been transported 
to America so far, hm? Do you think it is 5,000 people? 
7,000? Well, the correct answer may shock you but a 
whole 12,000 people have been taken from their homes 
and forced into hard labour for the rest of their lives. 
Yep, 12,000 people. Would you like to be one of those 
people? Do you want to work on a plantation, producing 
goods that you’ll never be able to have for yourself? I 
didn’t think so.

Punishments. How well do you think slaves are treated? 
Are they rewarded with large amounts of money or are 
they constantly punished for inadequate work? I think 
you can probably guess the answer here. If there’s any 
squirmish or sensitive people in the crowd, it would be 
advised to not listen to the next part as I’m now going to 
inform you of the punishments they were given. There 
was mutilation, a foot being chopped off, whippings until 
they couldn’t stand anymore, being put in shackles but 
still forced to work, beatings, brandings and many more. 
Would you appreciate losing a foot or being marked with 

your owner’s initials by a steaming hot branding iron?

So, I’ve talked about the separation of families, the bad 
treatment and the many punishments, but what about 
how wrong the people are who support slavery? There’s 
bound to be pro-slavery people in the crowd so I’ve 
decided to dedicate a whole section of my speech just 
to you, how special. After interviewing a few of those 
who believe slavery is good, I’ve managed to gather a fair 
few points from you guys. So, to my fellow abolitionists 
in the crowd, what do you think they said? I was given 
the following points and I want to see how many of you 
agree with them; slavery is good for the economy, it gives 
us power, they are treated fairly nicely, it’s not happening 
to me so why should I care? So what I gathered is that 
people that are pro-slavery are a bunch of heartless 
people and I will stand by that until the day I die. And no, 
I don’t think it’s extreme because they don’t think slavery 
is extreme apparently. These people believe that we are 
getting good money from it, so why does it matter that 
thousands and thousands of poor Africans are being 
forced into hard labour, their names are being forgotten 
and their quality of work is what defines them? These 
people believe that we should ignore the rights of these 
Africans because it makes our country have more power. 
These people believe that image is more important than 
the lives and well-being of others. These people believe 
that as long as they aren’t being treated badly, it doesn’t 
matter to them. Think about that for a second, and let it 
sink in about how cruel these people truly are.

To sum up my speech, I believe that we should all work 
together in order to abolish the transatlantic slave trade 
because we are ruining these peoples’ lives for no reason 
other than money and success and power. These slaves 
are being ignored, being stripped from their rights and 
being stripped from their homes and their families and 
their friends. Would you like it if this happened to you? 
No? Then let’s work together and maybe one day, we can 
put an end to this torture against African souls.

Thank you.”  -  CHELSEA (8 TIAN) AIDAN HOUSE

BOOK REVIEW COMPETITION

Students were asked to write a review for a book of 
their choice. The review needed to include details about 
genre, characters, plot, why it is the students favourite 
and who they would recommend it for etc. and be no 
more than 220 words. 

1ST BRIDGET (10 JOLLY)
2ND KIERAN (VI BLAKESLEY-JONES)
3RD CHELSEA (8 TIAN)



RECOMMENDED READING

Key Stage 3
Looking for JJ
Anne Cassidy

The Call
Peadar O’Guilin

Key Stage 4
Why We Took the Car
Wolfgang Herrndorf

Black Cairn Point
Claire McFall

Key Stage 5
The Martian
Andy Weir

The Last Kingdom
Bernard Cornwell

HOUSE COMPETITION - SPRINGWATCH

What is it?
Our next science-based house competition is based upon the birds, insects, 
animals and plants that we see in our garden, parks and open spaces.

What do I need to do?
We want you to record and identify what you see - you could do this by 
taking photographs, drawing pictures or even making a David Attenborough 
style video.

What if I don’t have a garden?
You can use your own garden,  a local green space or even scatter birdfood 
on your windowsill.  You could even try different ways of encouraging more 
wildlife to your garden by making a bird feeder.

How do I submit my entry and when is the deadline?
On your Science Google Classroom.  The deadline is Monday 22nd March

HOUSE NETBALL RESULTS

AIDAN    1550 POINTS

OSWALD   1551 POINTS

CUTHBERT   1567 POINTS

Bede Academy (Secondary) Sixth Avenue, Blyth, NE24 2SY

www.bedeacademy.org.uk


