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Visit us on twitter to find out what our staff, parents and students are doing!

BEDE ACADEMY

Dear Parents and Carers,

I hope you have all had a good Easter break.  We have been exceptionally 
impressed by how well our students have returned to learning at the start of this 
Summer term.

Over the Easter Holiday you will have heard the sad news of the death of HRH 
Prince Phillip, the Duke of Edinburgh. At Bede Academy many of our students 
benefit from being part of the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme he established 
and as a result have had their lives enriched by his work. To mark his death we 
have held a short moment of reflection in our whole academy assembly, had our 
flags at half mast and provided a message and a link to the Royal Family online 
condolence book on our website. Our sympathy remains with the Her Majesty 
the Queen and the Royal Family during this time of mourning.

Also over the Easter Holidays we were all shocked by the revelations of sexual 
harassment and abuse that have emerged as a result of the ‘Everyone’s Invited’ 
campaign that made the news headlines. As I shared via our assembly this week 
with all students we will not tolerate any form of sexual harassment or abuse. 
Students can talk to their Form Tutors as well as find support from our Pastoral 
and Welfare Teams if they are ever concerned about these issues. Each member 
of our community is ‘made in the image of God’ and therefore to be treated 
in line with our belief that each is ‘infinitely precious’. It is timely then that at 
Bede Academy we have shared via previous Newsletters before Easter our new 

strengthened Relationships and Sex Education Policy which comes into effect 
this term. We will be dealing with issues around healthy relationships and sexual 
behaviour as outlined in this policy. You can find more information about it later 
in this Newsletter as well as links to this on our website. Thank you to parents and 
carers who contributed to our policy and helped us strengthen our curriculum via 
our newly established Parents Forum where this was discussed during the Spring 
Term.

I hope over this weekend you are able to follow some of our regular mental 
health and well-being advice and take time to ‘Be(de) kind to yourself’. Also 
possibly pick up a book that you have not read before (see our weekly KS3,4 and 
5 recommended reading list). Finally all students and parents can benefit from 
our new online access to Ebooks and Audiobooks via our partnership with the 
Northumberland Schools Library Service.

Finally can I end by congratulating Poppy in 11 Davies for her forthcoming 
promotion to rank of Sergeant with the St. John Ambulance. You can find out 
more about her and this organisation in our ‘Stars in the community’ section.

Mr Thelwell
Principal

NEWSLETTER

Miss Broadway gives us 
a short synopsis of her 

reading interests and her 
favourite book.

Book Review

CLICK HERE

https://twitter.com/bedeacademy
https://twitter.com/bedeacademy
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Miss-Broadways-book-review-The-Last-Town-on-Earth-20.01.21.mp4
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Miss-Broadways-book-review-The-Last-Town-on-Earth-20.01.21.mp4


Question All About... St John’s Ambulance
What is your name Poppy 

What Tutor and House are you in? 11 Davies - Oswald House

What club are you involved in outside of Bede? St. John Ambulance 

How long have you been attending this club? 2 years 

Do you have a specific role/position at this club? Currently cadet corporal/sergeant (in process of being promoted) 

What has been the biggest Event you have been 
involved in?

I have helped at many duties but the biggest one for me so far was the Sunderland air show 

What do you like about this club? I get to meet lots of new people and learn new skills as well as expand my communication skills 

Can anyone attend this club? Yes, anyone can join this club.  We have Badgers for those aged 4 to 11 and Cadets for 11 to 18 
year olds.  At 18 many Cadets choose to stay on, undertaking a series of tests including a first aid 
course and a DBS check to ensure suitability.

What days and times is this club on? Different units have different nights all roughly the same time. The unit I attend which is North 
East Tyne in Wallsend is on a Thursday night from 6:30 till 8:30. Due to Covid-19, meetings are 
online.

Is there a website or a page where we can find out 
more info?

Yes you can find out more at SJA connect or www.sja.org.uk/volunteer

Sharing hope with our community 
partners
We were delighted to be able to share our Easter message of hope 
with many of our community partners, such as local churches and care 
homes. In response, residents from Thornhill Care home brought their 
own messages of hope into the academy to hang on our Easter tree, and 
have also presented the academy with a financial gift after holding a 
recent fundraiser. This donation will be used to help us create a lasting 
display in our open area that reflects the journey our community has 
been on over the past year. Despite all of the challenges of Covid-19, 
lockdown and the loss that many individuals have experienced, we 
are looking to capture the strength we have as a community, and the 
enormous hope that we are able to share with each other.

Bede Academy Relationship and Sex 
Education Policy

Following a thorough and pro-longed process due to Covid we are 
delighted to inform you that the RSE policy was approved by the 
governing body at their meeting just before the Easter holidays.  In 
normal times there would have been a parents’ evening in order to 
provide information and consult with parents.  We are keen that 
all parents have the opportunity to have a say in terms of such an 
important aspect of a child’s education and personal development.  
As such we requested feedback from parents through the newsletter 
and website before Christmas.  In addition parents were invited to 
volunteer to become part of a new Parent Forum, which had its 
first meeting in January.  The focus of the first meeting was the RSE 
policy.  This proved to be a most productive meeting, and we look 
forward to the Forum meeting once a term in order to discuss key 
school initiatives, ensuring parent input towards ongoing school 
improvement.



BE(DE) KIND TO YOURSELF
Welcome back after what was hopefully a restful and pleasant Easter break. Now 
we are back at school, it is important not to forget to look after yourself,  especially 
those students preparing for upcoming exams. Try these self-care tips and tricks:
 
Get positive: At the end of your day, perhaps as part of your bed time routine, 
write down three things that have made you smile, that you have been grateful for, 
or went well during the day.
 
Get moving: Now the gyms and shops are reopening, get out and about. You should 
aim to move for 30 minutes a day: you could walk to the local shops, continue your 
‘couch to 5k’ at home or have a mini dance party in your bedroom.

RECOMMENDED READING

Key Stage 3
Soul Taker
Celia Rees

Orange Boy
Patrice Lawrence

Key Stage 4
None Shall Sleep
Ellie Marney

Walk Toward the Rising Sun
Ger Duany

Key Stage 5
The Empire of the Sun
J G Ballard

Educated
Tara Westover

FREE EBOOKS & AUDIOBOOKS FOR STUDENTS

We are delighted to announce that the Academy has teamed up with Northumberland Schools Library Service 
to offer our students free access to eBooks and Audiobooks.  The resources are provided by a company called 
‘ePlatform by Wheelers’ and allows access to thousands of books ranging from the classics to up to date 
contemporary fiction, including all of the popular titles our students love to read.  The site is easy to navigate 
and can be used on a PC and laptop on the desktop version, or via the app for mobile or tablet devices.   A step 
by step guide is ATTACHED for students to follow, showing how to log onto the ePlatform, search, borrow and 
reserve books.  There is also a short VIDEO attached showing how to navigate the site.

At Bede Academy we constantly strive to help our students foster a love of reading that will stay with them 
for the rest of their lives, this is done through class visits to our well stocked library, during DEAR time, and 
now through this exciting new ePlatform.  Developing strong reading skills is not only important for academic 
success, it has also been proven that it helps children develop a greater understanding of the world we live in, 
improve relationships with others, reduce symptoms of stress and anxiety and improve wellbeing throughout 
their lives.

We hope you and your child enjoy the many benefits using the new ePlatform will bring.

Mrs Watson

We have been pleased to be able to support parents through the recent lockdown by making 
uniform and hair adjustments, where necessary, to reflect the fact that many shops and services 
were closed. However, now that non-essential shops have now been able to open, we respectfully 
ask that all students are now provided with the correct uniform and equipment, from Monday 
17th April. Please follow the LINK to see our uniform policy. Please do contact your child’s House 
Team if there are any reasons why the correct uniform cannot be worn, and they will work with 
you to seek an appropriate solution. It is vital that students have all of the stationary items that 
they need in lessons so that they can quickly settle down into their work. Please check the list 
of essential items in Study Files, and please note that full stationary kits are available from the 
Pastoral Welcome Office for £2.

https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/ePlatform-User-Guide.pdf
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Ebook-Audio-Book-System.mp4
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Uniform-Policy-June-2021-3-3.pdf
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Uniform-Policy-June-2021-3-3.pdf


WEEKLY MENU
MONDAY

Soup of the day
Cumberland Sausage

Prime pork and beef Cumberland sausage 
Firecracker Chicken

in a chilli enfused bbq sauce
Firecracker cauliflower

Steamed Vegetables/creamed potatoes/rice

TUESDAY
Soup of the day

Meatball Sub
 Meatballs with mozzarella and ragu stuffed in a soft sub roll

Basillico Pasta
Penne pasta with a thick basil scented sauce and pan fried 

garlic chicken
Basillico Veggie Pasta

Steamed Vegetables/Herb Dice Potatoes

WEDNESDAY
Soup of the day
Traditional roast

with Yorkshire pudding
B.I.R

British Indian Restaurant Style Curry
Vegetable B.I.R

Steamed Vegetables/Roast Potatoes or Rice

THURSDAY
Soup of the day 

  Taco Cup
Crispy taco cup stuffed with buffalo chicken and rice

Jumbo Sausage Roll
oven baked in a flaky pastry

Veggie Taco Cup
Steamed vegetables/potato wedges

FRIDAY
Soup of the day 

Battered Fish Fillet
Crispy fish fillets served with lemon and homemade tartare 

sauce 
Pizza Slice

Pepperoni or Margherita
Battered Halloumi

Peas /baked beans/chips 

Alternative pizza pasta bar/selection of savoury bakes/
baked potatoes/salad bar/

Pizza bar is served with salad only…

www.bedeacademy.org.uk

ROCK SOLID

EVERY TUESDAY
Alternative Weeks:

Yr 7 and 8 from 11.50
W/B 26 April - Year 8

__________

Yr 9 and 10 from 12.40
W/B 26 April - Year 10

__________

EVERY WEEK: Yr 11
Normal Arrangements.

ALL WELCOME!

Year 8 exams will take place next week.  
Students have been given their exam 
timetable and we are looking forward 
to seeing the progress they have made 
over the course of the academic year.  
We are also excited to see one element 
of academy life return to normal, with 
the exams taking place in the sports 
hall, as they usually would.  Students 
should arrive at the normal time for a 
9am start to the first exam session; they 
should also ensure that they have all of 
their equipment.

YEAR 8 EXAMINATIONS

http://www.bedeacademy.org.uk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eyL7ETR0SiZ29lmQXjHqyxUMOWQHcimM/view?usp=sharing

