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Visit us on twitter to find out what our staff, parents and students are doing!

BEDE ACADEMY

Dear Parents and Carers,

As we come to the end of this week, I am struck by the resilience and determination 
of our students. This is particularly noticeable for Years 11 and 13 as they work 
hard on their internal assessments, which will provide teachers with evidence to 
support the awarding of GCSE and A level grades. We appreciate that this year has 
provided them with challenges that none of us could have anticipated just two 
years ago, and yet they have gained so much through the past 18 months, in terms 
of independent working skills, determination and resilience. These skills will stay 
with them as they progress into their next steps. We look forward to celebrating 
with these two year groups, as restrictions continue to ease, and at the time of 
writing plans are well underway for their celebratory social events.  

For all students, Monday marks a further easing of restrictions, with the relaxation 
of face mask requirements in schools. Students will no longer be required to wear 
masks in class or in communal spaces. We are conscious, however, that some 
parents and students may feel anxious about this change. Whilst face mask 
wearing is not required, we will allow students to continue to wear masks, should 
they wish, as they move around the academy. However, in lessons, we are really 
looking forward to being able to see students’ faces as we teach them, and would 
like these to remain a no-mask zone, given that students will remain in fixed 
seating. 

It is a real joy to see the buzz of extra-curricular clubs, from music and sport 

to Russian and Japanese. We look forward to being able to return to a full and 
varied extra-curricular programme in due course, and for all students to benefit 
from this fantastic range of opportunities to develop new skills and nurture their 
talents. Alongside this, the ongoing easing of restrictions is enabling us to begin 
to put plans in place for a return to Educational Visits, both in the UK and abroad, 
as time goes by.

As we approach the half term break, we thank parents and carers for their support 
in all areas of academy life. We know that many have found the return to normal 
routines a challenge, and we are grateful for the role you play in helping to re-
establish good learning habits, punctuality and high standards of uniform and 
behaviour.

With my very best wishes for a restful weekend

Mrs Normanton
Vice Principal

NEWSLETTER

We take seriously the health and 
wellbeing of all of our students 
and staff. With this in mind, we 
insist that anyone travelling by bike 
or scooter onto the academy premises 
must wear a scooter. Please support us 
in this; we don’t want any of our students 
to experience the trauma of head injury, in 
the event of an accident.

https://twitter.com/bedeacademy
https://twitter.com/bedeacademy


Question All About... Karate
What is your name Steven

What Tutor and House are you in? 9 Wadsworth / Cuthbert House

What club are you involved in outside of Bede? Go Kam Ru

How long have you been attending this club? 1 year and a half

Do you have a specific role/position at this club? As a Student and an Assistant

What has been the biggest Event you have been 
involved in?

My grading where I got ranked up to another belt

What do you like about this club? i've got really good friends there - everyone is friendly

Can anyone attend this club? Yes - lots of different ages and abilities but it costs to attend

What days and times is this club on? I go on a Friday night and Sunday morning

Is there a website or a page where we can find out 
more info?

www.gkrkarate.com

BE(DE) KIND TO YOURSELF
Get creative: Colouring can you put in the same state of mind as 
meditating. It allows your mind to be quiet and mindful, so that your brain 
can rest after a long day. Get a colouring book, print out a picture from 
the internet or even download a colouring in app such as ‘Happy Colour’ 
or ‘Colorfly’.

RECOMMENDED READING

Key Stage 3
Projekt 1065
Alan Gratz

Before the Ever After
Jacqueline Woodson 

Key Stage 4
The Rain
Virginia Bergin

The Smell of Other People’s Houses
Bonnie- Sue Hitchcock 

Key Stage 5
The Collector
John Fowles

The Night Circus
Erin Morgenstern

FREE EBOOKS & 
AUDIOBOOKS FOR 
STUDENTS

We are delighted to announce that 
the Academy has teamed up with 
Northumberland Schools Library 
Service to offer our students free 
access to eBooks and Audiobooks.  The 
resources are provided by a company 
called ‘ePlatform by Wheelers’ and 
allows access to thousands of books 
ranging from the classics to up to date 
contemporary fiction, including all of 

the popular titles our students love to 
read.  The site is easy to navigate and 
can be used on a PC and laptop on 
the desktop version, or via the app for 
mobile or tablet devices.   A step by 
step guide is ATTACHED for students 
to follow, showing how to log onto the 
ePlatform, search, borrow and reserve 
books.  There is also a short VIDEO 
attached showing how to navigate the 
site.

At Bede Academy we constantly strive 
to help our students foster a love of 
reading that will stay with them for the 
rest of their lives, this is done through 

class visits to our well stocked library, 
during DEAR time, and now through this 
exciting new ePlatform.  Developing 
strong reading skills is not only 
important for academic success, it has 
also been proven that it helps children 
develop a greater understanding of the 
world we live in, improve relationships 
with others, reduce symptoms of stress 
and anxiety and improve wellbeing 
throughout their lives.

We hope you and your child enjoy the 
many benefits using the new ePlatform 
will bring.

Mrs Watson



WEEKLY MENU
MONDAY

Soup of the day
Cumberland Sausage

Prime pork and beef Cumberland sausage 
Firecracker Chicken

in a chilli enfused bbq sauce
Firecracker cauliflower

Steamed Vegetables/creamed potatoes/rice

TUESDAY
Soup of the day

Meatball Sub
 Meatballs with mozzarella and ragu stuffed in a soft sub roll

Basillico Pasta
Penne pasta with a thick basil scented sauce and pan fried 

garlic chicken
Basillico Veggie Pasta

Steamed Vegetables/Herb Dice Potatoes

WEDNESDAY
Soup of the day
Traditional roast

with Yorkshire pudding
B.I.R

British Indian Restaurant Style Curry
Vegetable B.I.R

Steamed Vegetables/Roast Potatoes or Rice

THURSDAY
Soup of the day 

  Taco Cup
Crispy taco cup stuffed with buffalo chicken and rice

Jumbo Sausage Roll
Oven baked in a flaky pastry

Veggie Taco Cup
Steamed vegetables/potato wedges

FRIDAY
Soup of the day 

Battered Fish Fillet
Crispy fish fillets served with lemon and homemade tartare 

sauce 
Pizza Slice

Pepperoni or Margherita
Battered Halloumi

Peas /baked beans/chips 

Alternative pizza pasta bar/selection of savoury bakes/
baked potatoes/salad bar/

Pizza bar is served with salad only…

Loving, supportive and affirming relationships 
are at the heart of our well-being and success 
in life.  Young people have the right to build 
their identity and develop their confidence 
within such positive contexts.  Unfortunately, 
modern society often unleashes pressures 
on our younger generations that can harm 
the relationships they need.  Our increasingly 
image-conscious and unregulated media 
presents young people with highly unrealistic 
expectations of what relationships should be, 
from the opportunities to bully anonymously 
on-line, to exposure to age-inappropriate 
material.  Furthermore, such pressures do not 
remain in the virtual world: online disputes have 
real life physical and emotional consequences, 
and sexualised content can have devastating 
effects.

Whilst in an ideal world, we would be able to 
prevent or at least shelter our children from 
these influences, the reality is that we cannot.  
We must therefore teach them to identify what 
is wrong in the messages they receive and to 
make the right choices in response.  Most of 
all, we need to present them with a fulfilling 
and attractive alternative by modelling truly 
positive relationships.  Next week, therefore, 
Bede will welcome Joe Winterschladen 
from RespectME to present a young person’s 
perspective on the pressures they face.  Joe 
brings experience, passion and his faith to the 
message he shares, and our students always 
respond well to his honesty and guidance.  The 
topics to be covered are: self-esteem in Year 7; 
friendship and bullying, Year 8; graphic content 
from Year 9 up; inappropriate image sharing, 
Year 10; identifying and avoiding abuse, Year 11; 
and consent in relationships for Sixth Form.

Should you have any questions or wish to be 
given further information on these topics, 
please do contact Mrs C Park via Reception, we 
will be happy to share the conversation on how 
to raise our young people in healthy, nurturing 
and respectful relationships. 

RespectME

Joe Winterschladen



www.bedeacademy.org.uk

SAFE TRANSPORT 
MANAGEMENT
Parents and carers are politely reminded of the 
importance of our arrangements for dropping 
off and collecting students to the academy 
site. We are guided by the principles of keeping 
everyone safe, and also being good neighbours 
to those living in the vicinity of the academy. 

Students travelling by foot are reminded to 
ensure their litter goes into bins, that their 
language and manner are courteous at all times 
and that they don’t gather and loiter in the 
community, respecting the privacy and peace 
of those in neighbouring properties. 

For those travelling by bike or scooter, we 
require students to wear a helmet so that they 
are protected from serious head injury, in the 

event of an accident. 

For students travelling by car, parents are 
reminded that the road outside of the 
main entrance is a no stopping zone, and is 
monitored by the county council who will 
issue a fine if they catch cars stopping in this 
one-way road during school drop off and pick 
up times. Please therefore arrange to drop 
off and pick up children outside of this area. 
It is not fair on our neighbours to be blocking 
driveways, causing congestion or making access 
to properties difficult. It is also dangerous to 
students travelling by foot to have increased 
traffic around our entrance and exit points. 
We recognise that some student may need to 
be brought to school by a parent / carer for 
a variety of legitimate reasons, and in those 
cases we will provide a parking permit to give 
access to a space in the car park. Do please ring 
reception if you require further details about 
this.

We have been pleased to be able to support parents through the recent lockdown by making uniform 
and hair adjustments, where necessary, to reflect the fact that many shops and services were closed. 
However, now that non-essential shops have now been able to open, we respectfully ask that all 
students are now provided with the correct uniform and equipment. Please follow the LINK to see 
our uniform policy. Please do contact your child’s House Team if there are any reasons why the correct 
uniform cannot be worn, and they will work with you to seek an appropriate solution. It is vital that 
students have all of the stationary items that they need in lessons so that they can quickly settle 
down into their work. Please check the list of essential items in Study Files, and please note that full 
stationary kits are available from the Pastoral Welcome Office for £2.

Parents are reminded of the need for us to be 
considerate neighbours within our community. May 
I therefore remind you that dropping off and picking 
up by car is not permitted in the crescent road 
outside the main entrance. 

No parking is allowed between 8-9am and 3-4pm 
(see map below), and should also be avoided in the 
direct vicinity of Newlands Road and 25th Avenue 
entrances. Parents are required to arrange a drop off 
and pick up location that does not cause obstruction 
to people’s homes or a nuisance to other road users, 
and should therefore happen away from the direct 
vicinity of the academy. 

We recognise that for students with a disability, or 
temporary injury, it is not feasible to park at a distance 
and to walk excessively. In these circumstances, a 
parking permit can be obtained to allow access into 
the academy car park. Please telephone Reception 
to discuss; a permit will then be provided to your 
child.

Parent pick up and drop off information

http://www.bedeacademy.org.uk
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Uniform-Policy-June-2021-3-3.pdf
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Uniform-Policy-June-2021-3-3.pdf

