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Visit us on twitter to find out what our staff, parents and students are doing!

BEDE ACADEMY

Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been a sad week for all of us here at Bede Academy following the tragic 
death of Mr Barry Hunter. Our ongoing prayers continue to be with his family 
at this sad time. We shared this news with you earlier this week and have since 
taken time to reflect and pay our respects to Mr Hunter with our students during 
assembly. I must commend our students for the sensitivity and maturity that they 
have shown in responding to this news. I want to repeat the information that 
I shared with you all earlier this week, that care and support are available for 
all students via our Pastoral and Welfare Teams so that any student who needs 
comfort and help can receive it. The book of memories remains open in the 
academy for all who wish to record messages in it and our flags remain at half 
mast.

Mr Hunter was always very proud of the way the academy enriches the lives of 
our students. We continue to do this. Next week is our Healthy Living Week with 
a wide range of activities every night to encourage all our students to take part. It 
is so pleasing to see such a wide range of extra-curricular activity up and running 
again after a year of disruption. If your son or daughter has not yet taken part in 
any extra-curricular activities now is a great time to do so – remember we expect 
all our students to get involved in the wider life of the academy!

There is also a lot of information in this weeks newsletter about the work we 
do to support and develop young women in our academy. We are launching an 

opportunity for girls in Year 7 to take part in The Girl Friendly Society which, 
though having been established over 145 years ago, has only recently opened a 
branch in Blyth. We also share with you an update on the ongoing work of the 
Girls Network as mentors from local businesses and careers work with girls to 
build their confidence, resilience and character.

Next week our Sixth Form Leadership application process begins for all of our 
Year 12 students who wish to demonstrate their servant leadership abilities via 
our Sixth Form Leadership Team. The deadline for all applications is Tuesday 22nd 
June.

Finally, with the Euro’s almost upon us this might be a great time to pick up 
and read Marcus Rashford’s ‘You are a champion’ book which is just one of this 
weeks recommendations from our amazing librarian Mrs Watson and our literacy 
coordinator Miss Broadway. Both are relentless in encouraging all our students to 
read in DEAR time and at home. If this book by Marcus Rashford is not for you 
then have a look at one of the other recommendations in this week’s newsletter.

Thank you

Mr Thelwell
Principal

NEWSLETTER

Mr Barry Hunter - 1964 - 2021
It is with great sadness that we mourn the loss of a precious member of our Bede family, Mr Barry 
Hunter, Facilities Manager. Our thoughts and sympathy are with his family at this difficult and 
incredibly sad time. We will continue to do all that we can to offer love, support and care to them 
and also to all our staff and students who knew him. 

Barry started at South Beach, Blyth in March 1994 - so had been working with the children and Bede 
family for over 27 years. When Bede Academy opened (2009) he became the Assistant Facilities 
Manager continuing his responsibility for the Primary Years’ site; before becoming Facilities Manager 
for both sites in 2014. Barry will be greatly missed by all of us here at Bede Academy.

He was a skilled and keen photographer – particularly of Northumberland wildlife. 

A book of memories has been opened in the academy for staff and students from Bede Academy 
to record their memories of Barry and the flags outside the academy are flying at half-mast to mark 
the loss of our beloved colleague. 



Question All About... Figure Skating
What is your name Katherine 

What Tutor and House are you in? 11 Harrison/Aidan House

What club are you involved in outside of Bede? Figure Skating at Whitley Bay Ice Rink

How long have you been attending this club? 3 years

Do you have a specific role/position at this club? No - Just a participant

What has been the biggest Event you have been involved in? Local Figure Skating Competition

What do you like about this club? Professional skaters are our coaches and we have very good relationships with them 
and other skaters which makes the time we spend there fun and enjoyable while also 
continously learning and progressing onto something new and challenging

Can anyone attend this club? Yes, you don't have to be good as you work your way up from the bottom and are 
taught the basics first in order to progress so everyone is welcome

What days and times is this club on? Different lessons are on different days (my main lesson is at 9 am on Sunday) but ice 
access and private lessons can be at any time through the week

Is there a website or a page where we can find out more info? Whitley Bay Ice Rink - https://whitleybayicerink.co.uk/ -  all timings and prices are 
on the website

BE(DE) KIND TO YOURSELF
Get laughing: Youtube is jam packed with hilarious 
videos. Cuthberty, Ellie and Ozzie enjoy watching cat 
and dog compilation videos and ‘try not to laugh’ 
clips. Sit down with someone and enjoy watching 
some silly videos for a while. Laughing is important 
business when it comes to our mental health so find 
something to laugh about!

RECOMMENDED READING

Key Stage 3
Last Lesson
James Goodhand

The Recruit
Robert Muchamore

Key Stage 4
You are a Champion
Marcus Rashford

The Knife that Killed Me
Anthony McGowan

Key Stage 5
Wonderland
Juno Dawson

Dear Evan Hansen
Val Emmich

The Girls Friendly Society is a long established organisation that helps girls and young women build 
confidence and well-being through weekly meetings, activities and mentoring.  The organisation 
was established in 1875 and has recently established a branch in Blyth.  

The Girls Friendly Society present their aims as follows:
Research shows that from the age of five, girls start to see themselves and what they can achieve 
differently. It also found that single-gender spaces encourage girls to take more risks, express 
themselves and develop their confidence.  So that’s what we do!  We support girls to see 
themselves as having endless potential by providing a fun and safe space for them to explore all 
of the possibilities.

We think the GFS sounds like a fantastic opportunity for girls in Year 7 and have invited local 
leader Kimberly to run a taster session after the academy day on Tuesday 15th June, 3.10-4.15pm.  If 
you think your daughter would enjoy and benefit from joining the GFS, please contact Mrs C Park 
via Reception for a consent form to attend.  

The Girls Friendly Society



WEEKLY MENU
MONDAY

Soup of the day
 Ground Steak and Chorizo Taco

served on a flat bread with shredded cheese
Chicken Fried Rice

cooked in sesame and soy aromatics
Vegetable Fried Rice

Steamed Vegetables/Herb Dice Potatoes

TUESDAY
Soup of the day

B.F.C
 Bede Fried Chicken

Lasagne Verde
Ground steak with pasta sheets baked in a bechamel sauce

Veggie Lasagne
Steamed Vegetables/ Potato Wedges

WEDNESDAY
Soup of the day
Traditional roast

with Yorkshire pudding
B.I.R

British Indian Restaurant Style Curry
Vegetable B.I.R

Steamed Vegetables/Roast Potatoes or Rice

THURSDAY
Soup of the day 

  Phily Cheesesteak
Shredded steak with onions and peppers in a petit pain 

Chicken and Sweetcorn Pie
Oven baked in a flaky pastry
Cauliflower Mac and Cheese

Steamed vegetables/potato wedges

FRIDAY
Soup of the day 

Battered Fish Fillet
Crispy fish fillets served with lemon and homemade tartare 

sauce 
Pizza Slice

Pepperoni or Margherita
Battered Halloumi

Peas /baked beans/chips 

Alternative pizza pasta bar/selection of savoury bakes/
baked potatoes/salad bar

Sixth form Leadership 
appointment
Next week year 12 students will 
begin the process of applying for 
Sixth Form leadership roles. They 
will be introduced to the wide 
range of roles during tutor time. 
Our current Head Boy and Girl have 
produced a video discussing the 
opportunities and skills they have 
developed through being senior 
prefects. There are senior prefect 
positions which include Head boy, 
Head girl, Deputy Head Boy, Deputy 
Head Girl and House captains. 
There are other new and exciting 
roles such as subject prefects in 
Maths, Science, PE and Music. We 
also have welfare support roles, 
community links, sports leaders, 
and technician roles. 

Students will select their first 
and second choice and provide 
supporting evidence of why they 
think they are suitable for the role. 
They will be provided with job 
descriptions for each role. These 
will be reviewed, and appointments 
will be made by the end of June. 
We are very excited to have a 
new team of prefects who will 
be ambassadors for our academy. 
They will lead by example for 
our younger students and in the 
community. They will have so many 
opportunities to develop their 
leadership skills, communication 
skills, team work as well as gaining 
experience of having responsibility. 
The opportunities that being a 
prefect entails are endless. We look 
forward to our Sixth Form students 
enriching our younger students 
experience in the academy through 
a variety of channels such as being 
a mentor, supporting in lessons or 
encouraging them to take part in 
house events.

Applications for prefect roles are 
open from Tuesday 15th June to 
Tuesday 22nd June for all current 
year 12 students. More information 
will be given out via the Sixth 
Form tutor team. We look forward 
to appointing our new team of 
prefects and seeing the fantastic 
work they are going to undertake.



www.bedeacademy.org.uk

Girls Network Going Strong

Bede Academy’s connection with the Girls Network is now in its second year and going from strength to 
strength.  Despite the challenges of lockdown, the mentees on this year’s programme have had regular meetings 
via Zoom and have built strong relationships with their mentors.  Mentors this year come from a range of fields, 
from business to the police, and as well as passing on their own experience, they have helped arrange online 
careers advice that will soon lead to real life work experience.  The girls have also had opportunities to join 
workshops on topics from acting to make-up tutorials.

The benefits to their confidence 
and character growth, are made 
clear by the data in their mid-year 
survey:

The girls have a number of sessions 
left and will remain members of 
the Girls Network with ongoing 
opportunities as ambassadors.  We 
want to congratulate them on their 
resilience and positivity so far, and 
encourage girls in Year 9 this year, 
to consider an application for 2021.

B E D E  A C A D E M Y
S O C I A L  M E D I A  M A N A G E R

N U M B E R  O F

M E N T E E S :  1 8

S C H E D U L E D

C O H O R T :  
A U T U M N  2 0 2 0  

SPECIAL MENTIONS:

Financial Empowerment 
Networking with women working in the built environment
Women in Film 
Interview Skills
What job should you do?
CV & Interview Skills 
Careers in the NHS 
Yoga for Confidence 
Living and working abroad 
Getting into publishing
ELF skincare and make up class (girls got free samples) 
Getting into Publishing
National Citizenship Service 
Fearless Girls 
Flying Fantastic Part 1 

All National Virtual Workshops offered from October 2020-April 2021:

All of the mentees were offered a regional virtual workshop delivered by a mentor on
Resilience in January when the schools were closed, three girls attended and all mentees
have been sent the resources.  Now that the School is open and lockdown is easing they
will be offered at least one more regional and hopefully in person workshop/experience.

 

M I D D L E  O F  Y E A R  I M P A C T  R E P O R T  

E V E N T S  &  W O R K S H O P S:

"I have learnt that there is always

something positive in life, and in being

you and by using what you already know

and are good at you can make a

difference to your world and be the

person you aspire to be if keeping at what

you already do."

C H L O E  T A L K I N G  A B O U T  H E R

S E S S I O N S

KEY DATA (FROM 16 RESPONSES)

100%  think mentoring is a good use of their time
90% look forward to their sessions
75% said mentoring helps them focus more at
school
100% said their mentor helps them think positively
about their future
100% said their mentor makes them feel more
confident

Molly has very varied interests and has chosen to explore as many options as she can
throughout the process.  She was very excited to join the ELF workshop and receiving
free beauty samples.  During the latest lockdown she started her own business making
and selling lip scrubs.  She has also had the opportunity to speak different
professionals including an English Teacher and a professional singer.
During their sessions Isabel and her mentor identified that she lacked confidence
giving presentations so this is something they have practiced and Isabel stated this was
her favourite session.  She also said about her mentor 'she helps me get an idea of my
future when it sometimes seems daunting and stressful. She is a very easy person to
talk to'.
Porscheleigh started out very shy but her mentor recently commented 'She is really
coming on and starting to think about her future.  It’s been such a pleasure mentoring
her, and I have learned so much about being a mentor from her'.

Healthy Living Week 2021 - Healthy Sleep

3.15-4.30pm (unless stated)

Monday
14 June

• Yr 9 House Cricket
• Yr 7 & 8 Bike ride 3.30-5pm

Tuesday
15 June

• Yr 7 House rounders 
• Yr 7 House cricket 
• Yr 7 Ultimate frisbee 
• Yr 7 Golf

Wednesday
16 June

• Yr 9 House rounders
• Yr 9 5 a side football
• Yr 7 Round Net
• Yr 9 and 10 Boot camp
• Yr 9 and 10 Golf

Thursday
17 June

• Yr 8 House rounders
• Yr 8 House cricket
• Yr 8 Round Net 
• Yr 8 Ultimate frisbee
• Yr 8 Golf
• Skiiing (all years) Silksworth 4.30-8pm

Friday
18 June

• Yr 12 5 a side football
• Yr 12 fitness

Healthy Living Week takes place next week and this year will 
focus on the importance of sleep. The topic will run across the 
week in our curriculum and also the wide range of extra-curricular 
sessions we have running. We look forward to seeing children 
getting involved in some of these more alternative sports. If 
they need any further information they should speak to their PE 
teachers.


