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Visit us on twitter to find out what our staff, parents and students are doing!

BEDE ACADEMY

Dear Parents and Carers,

Well – what a year that has been!

We have all faced great challenges. 
We have shown great determination. 
We have all had to rely on the incredible compassion of others.

In the middle of it all we have had to find hope. 

Our end of year Presentation Day focused on this idea of Hope. It has been our 
theme for the year. The Christian idea of Hope is not simply the same as ‘wishing’ 
or ‘wanting things to be different’. It is far deeper than that. The Christian idea of 
Hope is found in the certainty that comes from faith in Christ. He is described in the 
letter to the Hebrews, chapter 6, as an ‘anchor in the storm’. This verse was shared 
with students in yesterday’s Presentation Day video in the message from Bishop 
Mark Wroe. We are very grateful to Bishop Wroe for the time he has spent this 
term in the academy meeting students, talking with staff and sharing his message 
with us all.

We also celebrated a wide range of students in the Presentation Day video who 
have show incredible determination this year to succeed despite the difficulties we 
have all faced. The video is shared later in this newsletter along with some of the 
citations for some of the award winners.

As is always the case at the end of the year the usual uniform reminders and start of 
term arrangements are included, more detailed reminders will also be shared over 
the holiday as we start gearing up for a new year at Bede Academy.

May I take this final opportunity to wish all of you the very best for the summer 
holiday. Thank you all for the unending support that you have given your children 
and the academy over the last twelve months. Don’t underestimate the importance 
of this nor how much we appreciate all the encouragement that you have offered. 
Have a great break!

Mr A Thelwell
Principal

NEWSLETTER

Summer Holiday Reading
With the summer holidays almost upon us, I would like to encourage our students 
to continue reading for pleasure over the holiday period.   All students will have the 
opportunity to borrow books from the academy library to take home and enjoy 
over the summer, as well as having 24/7 online access to the fantastic selection 
of ebooks and audiobooks supplied to us by ‘ePlatform by Wheelers’.   The site has 
thousands of books ranging from the classics to up to date contemporary fiction, 
including all of the popular titles our students love to read.  The site is easy to 
navigate and can be used on a PC and laptop on the desktop version, or via the 
app for mobile or tablet devices.   Here is a STEP BY STEP GUIDE for students to 
follow, showing how to log onto the ePlatform, search, borrow and reserve books.  
There is also a SHORT VIDEO attached showing how to navigate the site.

At Bede Academy we constantly strive to help our students foster a love of 
reading that will stay with them for the rest of their lives.  Developing strong 
reading skills is not only important for academic success, it has also been proven 
that it helps children develop a greater understanding of the world we live in, 
improve relationships with others, reduce symptoms of stress and anxiety and 
improve wellbeing throughout their lives.  This feels even more important this 
summer having come through an academic year which has been far from the 
norm, so we encourage our students to take time to relax and unwind with a 
great book.  

If you’re stuck for ideas about what to read next, why not take a look at the library 

home page on the academy website https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/library/, 
there’s something for all ages and tastes!  There are also many great websites out 
there with lots of reading inspiration on, so why not take a look at the following 
sites:

Love Reading 4 Kids 
Blue Peter Book Awards
Waterstones Children’s Book Prize
Carnegie Book Awards
Book Trust
Costa Children’s Book Award

Some of our Year 7 students may be interested in joining the Summer Reading 
Challenge at their local public library https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
news/general/wild-world-heroes-intro

Whatever your book choice this summer, I wish you many happy hours of chilled 
reading!

Mrs Watson
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Question All About... Football
What is your name Stewart 

What Tutor and House are you in? 11 Hall / Aidan House

What club are you involved in outside of Bede? Blyth Spartans U16's Greens

How long have you been attending this club? 5 years

Do you have a specific role/position at this club? Originally Left back but as I progressed with my pace I excelled further up field into 
striker/ left winger

What has been the biggest Event you have been involved in? Representing East Northumberland County B team on multiple occasions

What do you like about this club? The involvement in the team sheet, Blyth's philosophy is that as long as you wish to 
represent the club, Blyth won’t drop you from the team no matter your skill level.

Can anyone attend this club? Yes - there are lots of different age groups

What days and times is this club on? Monday 20:00-21:00

Is there a website or a page where we can find out more info? http://www.blythspartans.com/tag/blyth-spartans-juniors/

BE(DE) KIND TO 
YOURSELF

BE YOURSELF: This year has been a 
long and challenging one (again) so 
you deserve a massive well done 
for getting through it. But now you 
have seven weeks off so you can 
take time for yourself. Schedule 
time to do homework or revision 
but remember to have days where 
you don’t think about work or 
school at all. Make lots of plans 
with friends and family but also 
leave days to chill out in your room 
or garden and just be by yourself. 
Do what you need and want to 
do to feel rested and recharged. 
Remember that if you start to feel 
stressed or down, that you can 
access Kooth at any time. Have a 
safe and restful summer from all 
here at Bede.

VIRTUAL MUSIC SUMMER CONCERT & SIGNING 
UP FOR MUSIC LESSONS

As we come to the end of the academic year, it is only fitting to celebrate some of 
our fantastic music performers who have worked incredibly hard this year to keep 
the spirit of music going during these trying times! Our department may have been 
quieter this year, but we hope you can enjoy and appreciate our VIRTUAL CONCERT 
to showcase some of the wonderful talent our Bede students have. 

If you still haven’t signed up for peripatetic instrument/singing lessons, please get 
your forms in ASAP via this LINK – sign up now and pay later. You can also meet the 
peripatetic teachers HERE 

Have a fantastic summer - looking forward to more music-making in the next 

academic year! – The Music Department

https://youtu.be/LYoK2oi6Lvw
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfPeSLNH3np4eRMWVY7wjBSAr7loBU4fPD2kULrecnyL5Oc7A/viewform
https://youtu.be/k05rvZYRMhI
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfPeSLNH3np4eRMWVY7wjBSAr7loBU4fPD2kULrecnyL5Oc7A/viewform
https://youtu.be/k05rvZYRMhI
https://youtu.be/LYoK2oi6Lvw


We have made it to the end of what can only be described as an extraordinary year and it was heart-warming to 
welcome back three year 11 students and two students from year 13 to receive their well deserved awards during 
the live streaming of our Presentation Day. 

They attended with family members for a small celebration and to receive their awards from Mr Thelwell.

Conlan (11 Taylor)
Outstanding attendance

Conlan has been recognised for his excellent attendance, not just during Year 11 but throughout his time as Bede Academy.

Conlan attended during lockdown and has rarely missed a day of schooling since Year 7. While at school Conlan is 
renowned for his cheery disposition, always happy to stop and chat with staff and students alike, invariably brightening 
their day. Conlan is a very popular young man and destined to do very well in the future.

Katie (VI Sams)
Thomas Award for perseverance and grit

Mr Lloyd says I am both proud and delighted to have worked with Katie during her time in the Sixth Form; she gives of her 
best in lessons, despite having daily challenges that have only made her efforts even more remarkable. 

Katie will be the first to admit that she was not so sure about Sixth Form in the early days of Year 12. Since then however, 
she has proven to be diligent and has grown in confidence. She is expecting to go to University in Leeds this summer to 
study Special Educational Needs, Disability and Inclusion. This is a subject that she is passionate about and where she 
wants to place her career.

Katie thoroughly deserves this award; her endeavour despite the odds must be recognised. I hope she can continue to 
grow and develop into the person I know she can – someone who will make lasting and real impacts on many peoples’ 
lives in the future.

Aylsha (11 Thompson)
Outstanding academic achievement

The Outstanding Academic Achievement Award goes to the student who has excelled over the year in their examinations.  
This year's award goes to a student in year 11 who has consistently performed at the top of their year group throughout 
their time in the academy.  A real all-rounder, she has excelled in her written examinations, but is also a gifted artist.  
Humble, determined and tremendously hardworking, she has pushed herself to achieve her personal best.  She attended 
more GCSE revision sessions than anyone in her year group and encouraged her friends to do the same.  Over this difficult 
year she has continued to contribute to the community.  As a young leader in the Blyth Sea Scouts, she has supported a 
beaver group over Zoom.  She is keen canoeist and is currently working on her Duke of Edinburgh's Award.  She hopes to 
continue her studies in the Sixth Form and has plans to become an astrophysicist, literally aiming for the stars!

This year's Outstanding Academic Achievement Award goes to Aylsha.

Olivia (11 Birdsall)
Founders award for outstanding student of the year

This year’s award goes to a student in year 11. This student showed outstanding determination and motivation in preparing 

Presentation Day 2021 VIDEO

https://youtu.be/x1kFiQfF88I
https://youtu.be/x1kFiQfF88I


for their GCSEs in such difficult circumstances, her commitment to her studies never wavered.  Her teachers describe 
her as dedicated, enthusiastic and always willing to go the extra mile, never shying away from the hard work necessary 
to achieve her goals.  She is a natural leader and a fine role model for younger students.  Outside of her lessons, she has 
made an outstanding contribution to the academy, particularly in and around the welfare department where she has 
regularly gone out of her way to provide support and guidance to some of our more vulnerable young students.

The winner of the Founders award for outstanding student of the year goes to Olivia.

Anya (VI Sams)
Founding Principal’s Award
The Founding Principal’s Award, introduced by Miss Evans in 2018, and is given to a student who has exemplified the 
Bede values in their longstanding commitment to the academy; a student who has made Bede a better place by their 
contribution.

This year’s award goes to year 13 student who has taken every opportunity Bede has to offer but has always given back.  
She is unfailingly humble, and it has been a pleasure to watch how she has grown in character over her time in the 
academy.  She did not always have the same confidence in herself that her friends and teachers had in her, but her hard 
work and dedication saw her achieve amongst the best GCSE results in the year group.  She has contributed to the 
academy through her friendships, demeanour and determination, but probably most notably through her work in the 
music department.  An ever-present at all academy productions, concerts and events, she has added so much to our 
community through her performances, providing an inspirational example for younger students.  Before lockdown, she 
became one the faces of assembly, taking on the daunting task of leading the hymn in assembly; this commitment has 
helped Mrs Saul immeasurably.  As she moves on with the next stage of her education, she will be a huge miss in the music 
department and around the academy in general.  In the Sixth Form she has served the academy as head girl and continued 
to be a fantastic role model in what have been difficult times.

This year’s award goes to a student who taken much from Bede, but has paid it back in full through her commitment and 
willingness to go the extra mile.

This year’s Founding Principal’s Award goes to Anya.

We look forward to hearing about what you did over the summer!



www.bedeacademy.org.uk

Start of term arrangements, September 2021
It seems strange to be thinking ahead to our new term in September, before the summer holidays have even 
begun! However, we know that families will be keen to know arrangements and timings for the return of different 
year groups. The letters below have been emailed out today.  The table below outlines arrangements for the 
first few days back in academy.

Start of term logistics letter for new Year 7 students – September 2021
Start of term logistics letter for Year 8 students – September 2021
Start of term logistics letter for Year 9 students – September 2021
Start of term logistics letter for Year 10 students – September 2021
Start of term logistics letter for Year 11 students – September 2021
Start of term logistics letter for Sixth Form students – September 2021

Outline of the day

Monday 6th September Staff INSET – no students in the academy

Tuesday 7th September Staff INSET day
Students in y10, 11, 12 and 13 to come on site for COVID test 1

Wednesday 8th September Induction day for all students. They will be invited on-site for an extended 
session with their form tutor.

This will include COVID test 1 for Years 7, 8 and 9
Thursday 9th September First full teaching day

All students from 8.25am -3.10pm

Friday 10th September Students in y10, 11, 12 and 13 to receive test 2 during the normal academy day

Monday 13th September Students in y7, 8 and 9 to receive test 2 during the normal academy day

REMINDERS FOR SEPTEMBER

There is a long summer ahead, meaning plenty of time to be fully prepared for your return in September. A quick 
reminder of the following important points:

• All students are required to bring a bag to the academy.
• Students should be fully equipped ready to learn. This includes a pencil case containing pens, pencils, ruler & 

calculator.
• Students can ride a bike or scooter to the academy but must wear a helmet if doing so.
• Fake nails and piercings are not allowed to be worn.  Students will be placed in the learning centre until these 

are removed.
• Hair infringements (cut too short or dyed) will receive a day in the learning centre and a 2 hour detention.
• Mobile phones cannot be used at the academy. Phones must be switched off and in your bags.

PE KIT REMINDER!

Just a reminder that in 
September, the white PE 
polo tops will no longer be 
worn in PE lessons as they 
are no longer part of the PE 
uniform. All students must 
have the black Bede PE polo 
shirt. These can be ordered 
online from the UNIFORM 
SHOP.
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