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Visit us on twitter to find out what our staff, parents and students are doing!

BEDE ACADEMY

Dear Parents and Carers,

As we approach the end of term, despite mass tiredness and interruptions caused 
by Covid isolation, it is remarkable to see staff and students working hard to make 
the most of the remaining days. Students have all received some off-timetable 
sessions last week, as they have celebrated year-group Sports’ Days and undertaken 
extended time with their form tutors to look ahead to the future and also 
consider their impact on their local area. Year 10s have enjoyed a Covid-secure 
Duke of Edinburgh expedition, and some art students have enjoyed a visit from a 
professional potter.  It is incredible to see such a range of opportunities available to 
our students, despite the current restrictions, and remarkable to see their resilience 
and engagement levels remaining as strong as ever.  

We have also conducted interviews for the posts of Head Boy and Head girl, and 
this interview process will continue over the coming couple of days. The strength 
of applications has been outstanding, and senior staff have been humbled to listen 
to the ways that these students have described how they wish to give back to 
Bede through leadership roles. We will be in a position to share the allocation 
of leadership roles before the end of term, and already have a first “Official 
Engagement” lined up for the successful candidates.

We are so grateful for the ongoing support of the wider community, particularly 
from parents and carers. We appreciate that this has been a challenging year for 
everyone, and that the current resurgence of positive cases locally continues 
to add a layer of complexity to life that we could all do without. And yet, Bede 
students never fail to impress and we look forwards to all that the rest of this 
term has to offer, including our first online Presentation Day, and some final house 
competitions.

As you plan for the summer holidays, please take advantage of the reading 
recommendations in our newsletters, and the summer holiday house challenges 
that will be shared over the coming days. Please note that welfare support will 
be available from the academy, should it be required; we don’t want any of our 
students to feel that they have nowhere to turn, if they are struggling during the 
summer break. Contact detail links are available on the WEBSITE 

With our very best wishes, as always, to all of our Bede families.

Mrs J Normanton
Vice Principal

NEWSLETTER

Summer Holiday Reading
With the summer holidays almost upon us, I would like to encourage our students 
to continue reading for pleasure over the holiday period.   All students will have the 
opportunity to borrow books from the academy library to take home and enjoy 
over the summer, as well as having 24/7 online access to the fantastic selection 
of ebooks and audiobooks supplied to us by ‘ePlatform by Wheelers’.   The site has 
thousands of books ranging from the classics to up to date contemporary fiction, 
including all of the popular titles our students love to read.  The site is easy to 
navigate and can be used on a PC and laptop on the desktop version, or via the 
app for mobile or tablet devices.   Here is a STEP BY STEP GUIDE for students to 
follow, showing how to log onto the ePlatform, search, borrow and reserve books.  
There is also a SHORT VIDEO attached showing how to navigate the site.

At Bede Academy we constantly strive to help our students foster a love of 
reading that will stay with them for the rest of their lives.  Developing strong 
reading skills is not only important for academic success, it has also been proven 
that it helps children develop a greater understanding of the world we live in, 
improve relationships with others, reduce symptoms of stress and anxiety and 
improve wellbeing throughout their lives.  This feels even more important this 
summer having come through an academic year which has been far from the 
norm, so we encourage our students to take time to relax and unwind with a 
great book.  

If you’re stuck for ideas about what to read next, why not take a look at the library 

home page on the academy website https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/library/, 
there’s something for all ages and tastes!  There are also many great websites out 
there with lots of reading inspiration on, so why not take a look at the following 
sites:

Love Reading 4 Kids 
Blue Peter Book Awards
Waterstones Children’s Book Prize
Carnegie Book Awards
Book Trust
Costa Children’s Book Award

Some of our Year 7 students may be interested in joining the Summer Reading 
Challenge at their local public library https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
news/general/wild-world-heroes-intro

Whatever your book choice this summer, I wish many happy hours of chilled 
reading!

Mrs Watson
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Question All About...   ‘Football’ ‘Drama’ ‘Cadets’ ‘Rugby’ etc
What is your name Evan

What Tutor and House are you in? 10 Jolly

What club are you involved in outside of Bede? Newsham Youth Forum

How long have you been attending this club? Since I was 11 Years Old

Do you have a specific role/position at this club? Young Person - Anyone who joins will be a young person

What has been the biggest Event you have been involved in? Through the Youth Club I got my level 2 in catering, I have been able to give gifts 
to those in care homes, and help my sister run a talent show raising money for Clic 
Sargent. Also In 2018 I was Nominated for Young achiever of the year, and attended 
an award ceremony in Newcastle where I didn't win, but I still had fun attending

What do you like about this club? This club has gave me experiences that I would never have had without it, it's a 
positive place where anyone is welcome no matter their history, and they are kind, 
polite and understand anyone who goes there. They are very good at listening to our 
ideas for the club, and often we help decide trips or events that we want to attend 
and go to.

Can anyone attend this club? The club is for people aged 11-19

What days and times is this club on? Before COVID, It was on every Wednesday from 4:30 - 6:30pm And Friday's 6-8pm. 
Now due to COVID; they run Zoom Calls on Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays, all at 
4pm.

Is there a website or a page where we can find out more info? Instagram - @newshamyouth.    Twitter: @Newshamforum

BE(DE) KIND TO YOURSELF

Get Together: 

Select a group of friends or family to get together for a games 
night. There are brilliant board games available, or some hilarious 
card games but you could even just get together and play a game 
of ‘Truth and Dare’ or ‘Whose most likely to?’ Spend a few hours 
just talking to each other and having fun. Our mental health really 
benefits from spending time with loved ones and can leave us 
feeling renewed and rested.

RECOMMENDED READING

Key Stage 3
Stay Where You are Then Leave 
John Boyne

Trash
Andy Mulligan

Key Stage 4
The First Casulaty 
Ben Elton

The Abyss Beyond Dreams 
Peter F Hamilton

Key Stage 5
After the Fire 
Will Hill

Grace and Fury 
Tracy Banghart

As the school year draws to a close, there will be an 
opportunity for students to check for any lost property 
that may have been misplaced throughout the year. All lost 
property will be laid out in the Dance studio from Thursday 
8th July until Tuesday 13th July. Students will be able to check 
the dance studio at the end of the academy day for any items 
they may have lost. After this date, any unclaimed items will 
be disposed of.



WEEKLY MENUWEEKLY MENU
MONDAY

Soup of the day
 Ground Steak and Chorizo Taco

served on a flat bread with shredded cheese
Chicken Fried Rice

cooked in sesame and soy aromatics
Vegetable Fried Rice

Steamed Vegetables/Herb Dice Potatoes

TUESDAY
Soup of the day

B.F.C
 Bede Fried Chicken

Lasagne Verde
Ground steak with pasta sheets baked in a bechamel sauce

Veggie Lasagne
Steamed Vegetables/ Potato Wedges

WEDNESDAY
Soup of the day
Traditional roast

with Yorkshire pudding
B.I.R

British Indian Restaurant Style Curry
Vegetable B.I.R

Steamed Vegetables/Roast Potatoes or Rice

THURSDAY
Soup of the day 

  Phily Cheesesteak
Shredded steak with onions and peppers in a petit pain 

Chicken and Sweetcorn Pie
oven baked in a flaky pastry
Cauliflower Mac and Cheese

Steamed vegetables/potato wedges

FRIDAY
Soup of the day 

Battered Fish Fillet
Crispy fish fillets served with lemon and homemade tartare 

sauce 
Pizza Slice

Pepperoni or Margherita
Battered Halloumi

Peas /baked beans/chips 

Alternative pizza pasta bar/selection of savoury bakes/
baked potatoes/salad bar

PRESENTATION 
DAY
As ever Bede Academy is taking a ‘get on with it’ 
attitude towards Presentation Day, not allowing 
restrictions to halt this important annual academy 
event.
It was hoped to have Presentation Day live, in 
the academy, providing an opportunity to say, 
‘Well done!’  Many, many students have excelled 
academically or in terms of their character 
development.  It is admirable how many seek to 
give of their ‘personal-best’, by overcoming the 
odds through particularly challenging times.  Many 
have shown great courage and determination, 
deserving of recognition.  We will, therefore, still 
say ‘Well-done!’ but it will now include the wider 
Bede family through an on-line video, which will 
be published at the end of term.  This will provide 
a great occasion to celebrate the wide-ranging 
events and challenges during the year, and to 
thank God for His goodness, providing light in the 
darkness.

OUR GUEST SPEAKER – BISHOP MARK WROE
Mark is only the second Bishop of Berwick since 
the 16th century and the reign of Queen Elizabeth 
I. Mark was born and raised in the North East and 
was a vicar in Newcastle upon Tyne for more than 
ten years before being appointed to his previous 
position as Archdeacon of Northumberland. 
He says that he loves our area, and often visits 
Northumberland with his wife, three daughters 
and dog. Mark was consecrated as a bishop in a 
special service at York Minster on 05 January 2021.  
It is a great honour that he has agreed to be our 
speaker for Presentation Day.

We were delighted, therefore, to welcome Bishop 
Mark to Bede (North) on the afternoon of June 
24th.  The purpose of the visit was to celebrate 
the work and contribution of the Bishop and his 
office. In addition, this special visit gave pupils, 
colleagues and other members of the community 
the opportunity to help tell the story of Bede 
Academy and celebrate the work we do as a Bede 
family.  It was also an opportunity for Bishop Mark 
to get to know the school before providing the 
video thought for Presentation Day.



Sports’ Day

#loveblyth  #opportunitycommunity
We have chosen an activity that crosses the strands of Value your 
Passions, Each Other and your Well-being.

In line with this term’s Civics focus, students will consider the range 
of community clubs and events organised by volunteers in Blyth.  Our 
aim is to open their minds to the opportunities on offer, to encourage 
engagement, and to positively influence the way they see their home 
town.  Ultimately, we would like to inculcate a belief in local agency and 
that we do not need to wait upon (or simply blame) a distant government 
for community outcomes.  We have both the responsibility and capacity 
to make a difference on the local level, as so many people in Blyth already 
do.

Students have enjoyed a wonderful week of Sports’ Day and really risen to the challenges presented. This year a change in format meant that all 
students were involved in earning points for their houses.

The week started with our Sixth Form event and the highlight was undoubtedly the performance of Mrs Winchester and Miss Street is the wheel-
barrow race. Destiny and Ashton (7 Jones) really stood out in the track races. In year 8 Cody (8 Ames) and Kai (8 Davies) were equally impressive 
in the sprints. In year 9 Felix (9 Maughan) won a close 100m with Mason (9 Shackleton) leading the way in the 800m. The year 10 event was very 
competitive. In the 800m Fin (10 Hindhaugh) timed his run to perfection to just pip Harvey (10 Pickering) on the line. Zara (10 Jolley) ran a great race 
in the girls event. John (10 Webster) had a great day in all events and came out on top in the 100m as well as anchoring his team to victory in the 
staff v students relay.

Well done to all involved. Overall results to follow next week.
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