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AIDAN HOUSE!
A NEWS UPDATE FROM

27 SEPTEMBER 2021

Dear Parents, Carers and Students
 
What a pleasure it is to welcome you back to Bede 
Academy. I hope you all had a restful Summer break and 
had an opportunity to spend time with those important 
to you. It is wonderful to have us all back together again 
in the Academy and I am very much looking forward to 
the year ahead. Can I also extend a warm welcome to our 
new year 7 students, it has been great to meet you all and 
to help you to get settled in during the first fortnight. 
We are delighted to have you as part of Aidan House, 
we already know you are going to be a fabulous addition 
to what is already an incredible group of young people. 
 
Last year, we worked tirelessly to ensure that we showed 
the very best versions of ourselves in all that we did. 
As a result, we were the proud winners of the coveted 
House cup. Historically, Aidan House have not performed 
well in the House Cup race so to say that I was pleased 
would be an understatement. Thank you and well done 
to all of you. I can’t wait to see how you all step up 
to the challenge this year. I am certain that with your 
determination and talents, we can hold on to it. It won’t 
be easy though, Oswald and Cuthbert are keen to take 
it back so we will need each one of us to play our part.  
 
To get us off to a flying start, we have had some fantastic 

What a thrill it was to see 
everyone in Aidan House in 

Visit us on twitter to find out what our staff, 
parents and students are doing!

@BedeAcademy

our assembly.  I was so proud of 
everyone.   We had worked together 
so brilliantly as a team last year.  The 
competition was tough but we won 
the cup.  We can do it again this 
year!  So let’s get it done.  
Well done Aidan House

Love from
Ellie x 

House Events this week with House Hockey and Rugby. 
There was such a great atmosphere for all of the events, 
and I can’t wait to hear the final results. Year 9 students 
have also been taking part in a wonderful history 
competition and their have been some fabulous entries 
for this. This week, we have the following;

History – Year 12 students will be creating their own coat 
of arms and will be judged on their creativity.
It is also languages week and we will be celebrating 
languages from across the globe hear in the Academy. 

There are so many House events throughout the year 
that it is impossible not to be able to find one that you 
could take part in. It would be great to see all students 
competing in at least one House event and taking part in 
at least one extracurricular activity this year. As well as 
concentrating on doing well academically, it is important 
that we take opportunities to develop our whole 
character. We must always be prepared to push ourselves 
outside of our comfort zone. Extracurricular activities 
are a great way to do this, to try something new and to 
meet others that you might not usually get a chance to. 
Remember you can find a full list of House events in 
your study files so you can plan ahead and decide which 
events you would like to take part in.

I would like to take this opportunity to remind everyone 
that any student who wishes to travel to and from the 
Academy by bike or scooter, must wear a helmet. This 
is a requirement to ensure safety. We appreciate your 
support and cooperation with this. 
 
I am really looking forward to the year that lies ahead, 
let’s all continue to work together and support each 
other to help Aidan House be the very best it can be.

Very best wishes
Mrs L Ridley 
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STAR STUDENTSSTAR STUDENTS

STUDENT TUTOR TEACHER REASON
Scarlett 7 Wylie Mrs Butler Being polite in the corridor
James 11 Pickering Dr Edge Fantastic knowledge recall in Biology
Fraser 11 Hindhaugh Miss 

Hindhaugh
Fantastic improvements in effort and attitude in 
maths so far this year

Rueben 10 Shackleton Miss 
Hindhaugh

Fantastic improvements in effort and attitude in 
maths so far this year

Joe 10 Shackleton Mrs Saul Huge contributions to assembly choir and band 
this week.

Lara 11 Pickering Mrs Saul Huge contributions to assembly choir and band 
this week.

Lauren 10 Shackleton Mrs Minnikin A fantastic start to the year in HSC.
Charlie 7 Hall Mrs Wright Excellent contributions in Science this week
Noora 9 Tian Mrs Wright Excellent effort in Chemistry this week
Grace 7 Wylie Mrs Caisley Showing courage in answering questions
Zach 7 Hall Mrs Tian Great work quality, excellent effort and  

engagement.
Mason 11 Hindhaugh Miss Lee Really good start ti BTEC Sport in Year 11 - 

working hard and answering questions well

HOUSE EVENTSHOUSE EVENTS

DATE HOUSE EVENT

27th September 
2021

Coat of arms competition

4th October 2021

11 October 2021
House Dodgeball
Marble run competition

18 October 2021
Contour model
Nokuphila clothing challenge
Accelerated reader

In last week’s newsletter, Mr Thelwell introduced to you the new 
language of our ethos, expressed across all of the ESF family of schools, 
in the format of our Vision, Mission and Virtues. To support the roll out, 
we have been involved in a trust-wide video project and will share a 
new video with you every week. This week, please follow this link to 
view the launch video, featuring a student from Bede North and Bede 
South as well as from each of the other trust schools. There will be an 
opportunity in due course to seek the views of parents about our new 
virtues; we’d love to hear what you think.

https://youtu.be/WHg7ANwR8UU
https://youtu.be/WHg7ANwR8UU


September 2021 sees The Bede Student Council meet in person for the first time 
in 18 months!  We have 2 Student Councils, one for years 7 and 8 and another 
for years 8 and 9.  Our first meetings of the academic year are scheduled to be 
held on Wednesday 28th September.  Each tutor group has nominated their own 
representative and the first meeting will focus on nominating a Chair Person, Deputy 
Chair Person, a Secretary and a Public Relations Officer.  All representatives hold 
an important role in representing the views of their tutor group and feeding back 
Student Council decisions.  The Student Council is a mechanism for students to 
have a say in the running of the school and as such representatives will be working 
closely with the Senior Leadership Team within Bede.

In previous years, the Bede Student Councils have achieved a great deal, including:

• Supporting council officials looking at the re-generation of Blyth town centre
• Working closely with the Facilities Team looking at the environment of Bede 

Academy
• Working closely with Mr Moore, Bede Academy catering manager to look at 

Refectory menus and accessibility.

However, there is still much work to do and we are raring to go!

RECOMMENDED READING

Key Stage 3
Striking Out
Ian Wright & Musa Okwonga

Hope in a Ballet Shoe
Michela & Elaine DePrince

Key Stage 4
Dear Martin
Nic Stone

Looking for Alaska
John Green

Key Stage 5
I Beat the Odds
Michael Oher with Don Yaeger

Resistance
Owen Sheers 

JOIN IN WITH MUSIC! CLUBS & LESSONS UPDATE

After 18 months of reduced music, we are very excited to launch our co-curricular music clubs! Everyone is welcome to come along and try 
something new:

Mondays: Academy Choir & GCSE Theory Club
Tuesdays: Cantata Choir
Wednesdays: Jazz Band

Thursdays: Orchestra & Guitar Club
Fridays: Keyboard Club & Woodwind Ensemble

We also have peripatetic lessons beginning next week (w/b 20th September). Timetables will be distributed through tutors and posted on the 
music timetable board.

Mondays: Violin & Piano
Tuesdays: Drums

Wednesdays: Voice
Thursdays: Guitar

Fridays: Woodwind (& Piano tbc)

(Brass tbc)

Finally, all students are welcome to join the assembly band and choir - simply arrive at 8.15am on the day of assembly and meet in Room 150.

Looking forward to plenty of music making this year; come and join in!

STUDENT COUNCIL 2021-22



At the end of the last academic year we were delighted to appoint our new cohort of Year 9 Prefects. 
Students are selected based on a number of criteria such as; excellent effort and attitude in lessons, 
exempalary behaviour records, commitment to extracurricular activities and being good ambassadors for 
Bede Academy. These students will be helping to support the academy at events such as open evenings, 
parents evening, transition events and community activities. The students were given the opportunity to 
apply for the roles and I am pleased to confirm our 20 new successful prefects for this academic year.

FIRST NAME SURNAME TUTOR

Amber Bowles 9 Ames

Sophia Dalkin 9 Ames

Katy Lillico 9 Ames

Freya Kearney 9 Ames

Maggie Potts 9 Broadway

Ryan Watson 9 Broadway

Lily Malligan 9 Broadway

Emma Hobson 9 Butler

Paige Stephenson 9 Robinson

Ava Lillico 9 Robinson

Neve McNally 9 Robinson

Kanushanth Balachandran 9 Read

Charlie Crammond 9 Read

Alfie Stewart 9 Read

Thomas Wormwell 9 Read

Libbi-Mae Herron 9 Read

Mya Reveley 9 Read

Emily McMurchie 9 Tian

Chelsea Corden-Greener 9 Tian

Fred Chandler 9 Tipper

This summer saw the inaugural Bede Academy 
Staff Fundraise Expedition where 6 members of 
staff took on the challenge of walking the length 
of Hadrian’s Wall (all 84 miles of it) in 4 days.

Thanks to the generosity of many of the Bede 
family the total (plus Gift Aid) exceeded £4000

The staff involved were

Sam Read (organiser) - Assistant Vice Principal

The walkers were
Helen Edge - Head of Science 
Paul Birdsall - Head of Art and Engineering 
Lisa Broadway - Teacher of English 
Jonny Clarkson - Teacher of English
Andrew Gendler-Watson - Assistant Vice Principal
Paddy Smith - Assistant Vice Principal

The plan was to break the journey into 4 
manageable chunks with 3 overnight stops:

Day 1  Bowness on Solway to Walton (26 miles) 
staying at Sandysyke Bunkhouse 
Day 2 Walton to Twice Brewed (17 miles) staying at 
The Sill YHA
Day 3 Twice Brewed to Heddon on the Wall (26 
miles) staying at The Ship Inn at Wylam

Day 4 Heddon on the Wall to Segedunum (16 miles)

Each day provided its own challenges and there 
were many occasions when the sore limbs, blisters 
and old age (Mr Smith’s in particular) questioned 
the resilience of the team, but with the support 
of colleagues turning up on the route with coffee, 
brownies, biscuits and all sorts of goodies they all 
made it through to the end.

The real motivation to finish however, was 
provided by the courage and bravery of two young 
men. Ryan in Year 8 and Connor in Year 10 who are 
currently receiving treatment for Brain Tumours. 
The funds collected will go to two charities 
selected by the boys:

• Brain Tumour Research
• Children’s Cancer North

If you would like to contribute to such a worthy 
cause the fundraising page is

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-
display/showROFundraiserPage?userUrl=bedewall
&pageUrl=1

Watch out for next year’s expedition with talks of 
taking on the West Highland Way!

STAFF FUNDRAISER

YEAR 9 PREFECTS



Last year the families, students and staff responded incredibly generously to 
the annual Harvest Appeal.  The Harvest appeal poster is included, outlining 
needed items, however, in terms of appreciating the positive difference that 
such generosity makes the following extracts from the Blyth Foodbank’s news-
letter provides specific details.  The newsletter is copied in full as it highlights 
particular needs and other ways in which the Foodbank could be supported.  
At the moment they are struggling to find folk who could help, even for an 
hour at the warehouse, to move quite heavy boxes and parcels, as current vol-
unteers are of an age where heavier work of this nature is tough.  If you would 
like to volunteer then please contact the Foodbank either by the phone num-
ber or email address provided below:

NEWS FROM THE BLYTH FOODBANK - SEPTEMBER 2021
We continue to provide food parcels in the Blyth and Seaton Valley Area on 
a regular basis. During the summer we received 403 referrals, and were able to 
provide for 501 adults and 289 children. We have also provided on average 6 
parcels each week for Seaton Valley with whom we work very closely
When we started the foodbank some 6 years ago, the majority of people 
seeking our help were single men with few single women and few families. 
This has changed over the last tumultuous 18months. With the Covid Crisis 
escalating we have seen a large number of referrals for families in our area, 
families who were struggling to cope in these highly unusual circumstances. 
The referrals have come from the County Council Communities Together Hub, 
as well as from schools, Sure Start and Health services. Other agencies such as 
probation, social services, CAB, Blyth Town Council and a number of homeless 
charities also make referrals.

This change has not only seen us help families over a short immediate crisis, 
but also over a longer period of time. We understand that this is because 
there has been a wait for interviews at the benefit service, and also a delay 
in receiving Universal Credit, and so we are supporting a small number over a 
more extended period.

At the end of last year, when the Covid crisis was at its height, donations from 

many sources came flooding in and we were extremely grateful. However, this 
too has changed and although we are in a sound financial position, the dona-
tions have substantially reduced. We are therefore having to purchase more 
of the food which goes into our parcels. We also provide, where needed, 
toiletries, washing powder and other household essentials. We have stocks of 
nappies and baby food and can also provide pet food when this is requested.

Our volunteer numbers were drastically reduced at the beginning of 2020, and 
we are in a position where we could take on two or three more folk to help. 
We work from two adjacent shops in a side street near the centre of Blyth. 
These shops are not large and can only accommodate three people in each 
one. The trustees made the decision that we would continue to adhere to the 
previous guidelines, the volunteers wear masks, regularly use the hand sanitiz-
ers and maintain social distancing. We will continue to monitor this situation 
in order to keep everyone safe both volunteers and visitors.  

We are able to deliver parcels to those who are isolating due to coronavirus 
and those unable to travel to collect their parcels, these deliveries are usually 
made at the end of each morning session. Most folk do come to collect, and 
this is useful as they can then choose additional items which are on display. 
We remain open on 6 mornings each week although for at a later time on 
Saturday.

We are not sure what the future holds either in relation to the Covid crisis, or 
the changes which are likely to be made by the withdrawal of the £20 extra 
given to those on universal credit. We cannot possibly meet the needs of eve-
ryone faced with this unprecedented crisis, but we will do our best.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their continuing 
support

01670 354904 or email; blythfoodbank@email.com

HARVEST APPEAL

https://youtu.be/PkIjP5J8xW0
https://youtu.be/PkIjP5J8xW0


VALUED, CHALLENGED, INSPIRED

SMART REALLY DOES 
WORK!

What do Megan Markle, Victoria Beckham and 
our Year 10 girls have in common?  The answer: a 
connection with an amazing charity called Smart 
Works that aims to build women’s confidence 
through training and style!
Smart Works has branches across the country and 
provides coaching, styling and actual outfits to 
support them in interviews and getting back into 
the workplace.

On Thursday, our 10 GN participants had a day 
packed full of new experiences.  They saw every 
aspect of the Smart Works programme from what 
it is like to work for them, to a personal coaching 
session, to their chance to design outfits for a cli-
ent and even their own first interview. 
The day really got the girls thinking ahead and they 
received offers of ongoing support from the pos-
sibility of a longer work experience placement, to 
their own styling sessions when they have real in-
terviews one day.
It would be difficult to think of a better work expe-
rience opportunity because not only did the girls 
see how a leading charity operates, they were also 
given confidence and advice that they can take 
into any work or university setting.  The Girls Net-
work aims to inspire the next generation of women 
with the opportunities that are truly out there.  It 
also aims to instil in them the belief that they can 
seize them.  For our participants at Smart Works on 
Thursday, it was certainly: mission achieved.

What our participants said:
• The day felt very appropriate for our age.
• All of today was good, especially choosing 

your own interview outfit.
• The day was amazing.
• Everyone was super helpful and very nice, 

they are so friendly and it was great getting 
an insight into different parts of the whole 
charity. There were no cons about today, I 
really enjoyed it and think everything we did 
was useful.  I think I have gained many new 
skills such as organising, retail experience, in-
terview technique and fashion sense.

• Pros: It was really fun and I would definitely 
do it again.  Cons: nothing

• It was really helpful for my future.  The outfits 
were cool.  There was nothing bad about it.

WEEKLY MENU
MONDAY

Soup of the day
Breaded Fish Fingers

Trio of oven baked fish fingers
Chicken Fajita
Tex Mex style
Veggie Fajita

Steamed Vegetables/Potato Wedges

TUESDAY
Soup of the day

Macaroni Pasticio
 Macaroni baked in soft cheese with oregano and ground 

steak
Sausage and Mash

Oven baked Cumberland sausage with creamed potatoes
Mac and Cauliflower Cheese

Steamed Vegetables/Creamed Potatoes

WEDNESDAY
Soup of the day

Traditional roast
with Yorkshire pudding

B.I.R or Chinese
British Indian Restaurant Style Curry or Chinese style curry

Vegetable B.I.R
Steamed Vegetables/Roast Potatoes or Rice

THURSDAY
Soup of the day 

  Meatball Marinara
served with buttered spaghetti

Chicken Kebabish
marinated chicken with fresh salad

Veggie Kebbabish
Steamed vegetables/potato wedges

FRIDAY
Soup of the day 

Battered Fish Fillet
Crispy fish fillets served with lemon and homemade tartare 

sauce 
The Bede Mac

Our take on the classic burger
Battered Halloumi

Peas /baked beans/chips 

Alternative pizza pasta bar/selection of savoury bakes/baked 
potatoes/salad bar


