
© D Sword 2021-2022

17 September 2021

Visit us on twitter to find out what our staff, parents and students are doing!

BEDE ACADEMY

Dear Parents and Carers,

It is a privilege to be able to write this introduction to our first newsletter of the 
new academic year reflecting on the first few days of term. Seeing the students 
returning and settling so quickly back into purposeful learning at the academy is a 
pleasure to see and reminds me that it is a real honour to be part of this community.

Our message to all of our students and staff at the start of this term is that we value 
each member of our community, we challenge each other to achieve our personal 
best and that we seek to inspire each other to serve others and strive for our goals.
We want all to be valued, challenged and inspired because we believe that all are 
made in the image of God (Genesis 1:26). 

We have taken time at the start of this term to share with every student and 
member of staff the new wording for the Emmanuel Schools Foundation Vision, 
Mission and Virtues. We have included a copy of these in this newsletter for you as 
well. Please do take time to read through these. You can read more about these on 
our website as well as find out about St. Bede, St. Aiden, St. Cuthbert and St. Oswald 
from whose lives and examples we draw inspiration. 
ETHOS AND ALL-THROUGH (BEDEACADEMY.ORG.UK)

The term has also started with a strong focus on standards and routines that ensure 
a calm environment in which students can learn and staff can focus on teaching. 
These include calm entrance to the building and calm movement around the 
school, quick starts to lessons with students beginning their ‘Do now’ tasks as they 
enter the room and ensuring that all students are thinking hard all the time when 
teachers ask questions in lessons. I am pleased to say that our students have risen 
to meet the expectations set. 

I will take this moment to offer my congratulations again to all of our students who 
received exam results over the summer and for the destinations that our students 
have secured. You can find out more in this newsletter. You can also read about the 
fantastic levels of engagement that we had from our new Year 7 students and their 
families with our Summer School provision. We welcome them along with our new 
Year 12 students to Bede Academy.

Mr A Thelwell
Principal

NEWSLETTER

https://twitter.com/bedeacademy
https://twitter.com/bedeacademy
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/vision-and-values/


LET’S GET EVERYBODY CYCLING AND SCOOTING TO SCHOOL

We wanted to remind you Bike to School Week 2021 will take place from 27 Sept to 1 Oct. And 
to invite you to have a look at the fantastic teacher resources we have developed for the event.

Cycling and scooting to school may be harder for some people than others. There may be 
economic and/or physical barriers, and different mobility needs. 

We really want everybody to have the opportunity to enjoy the wellbeing and health benefits 
of cycling. 

To help you get everybody involved, we have 
created 'Overcoming barriers to cycling and 
scooting to school - A guide for schools'. 

It includes information to help families: 
•  access a suitable cycle or scooter 
•  access a cycle or scooter in a good state of 
repair 
• develop the skills and confidence to ride a 
cycle or scooter 

It also includes cycle and scooter storage guidance for schools, including information on accessing 
funding for storage. 

We hope you will find it useful.

If you have any questions, suggestions or feedback please contact us at education@sustrans.org.
uk. We’re always happy to hear from you.

Best wishes
THE SUSTRANS EDUCATION TEAM

TEMPEST PHOTOGRAPHS
All students in Years 7-9 have had individual 
photographs taken in the academy this week, 
by Tempest photographers. These will be 
available for parents and carers to buy. Students 
in Years 10-13 will have their photographs taken 
on Tuesday 14th September.

YEAR 13 DESTINATIONS

Our Year 13 students have enjoyed 
notable success following this year’s 
A Level results. 80% of our Year 13 
students are off to university, which 
continues the growing trend over recent 
years. We have also seen a record number 
going off to Russell Group Universities 
– the very best universities for research 
and education, including two to Oxford 
University to study Medicine and English 
Language and Literature. 

Thanks to our participation into university 
entry schemes, we have also seen a 
record number of students attending 
Durham University, and we have students 
studying courses ranging from Electrical 
Engineering, Criminology, Law, Veterinary 
Science, Biomedical Science, Dentistry 
and Architecture, to name just a few. 

Many students are also now embarking 
on apprenticeships and degree 
apprenticeships; we are so proud of all 
of our students who have left us in Year 
13 this year. Their successes are down 
to their diligence and determination 
to give of their best despite the 
challenges they have faced. 

2021 EXAM RESULTS
Academy students received their A level, BTEC and GCSE results in the summer holidays and we were 
delighted with their achievements.  Our year 13 students rewrote the record books for numbers of students 
into good quality university courses and apprenticeships; two of our students were accepted into Oxford 
University and the year group will be beginning courses in dentistry, veterinary science, architecture, law, 
teaching and many others.  In total, 89% of our students successfully gained their first-choice place at 
university.

Year 11 students celebrated some of the academy’s best ever results, with record numbers enrolling for our 
sixth form this September.  Our top achiever was Aylsha Harris, who achieved nine grade 9s and a grade 7.  
Phoebe Harrison and Elise Hay both achieved seven grade 9s and three grade 8s.  There were many other 
students who worked hard in very challenging and uncertain times to achieve outstanding grades and we 
wish all of them every success in the next stage of their education.

https://sustrans-info.org.uk/6EB-7IELL-V980HF-4JL9CY-1/c.aspx
mailto:education%40sustrans.org.uk?subject=
mailto:education%40sustrans.org.uk?subject=


TRANSITION SUMMER 2021
Moving into secondary years is a big step and usually students would have many opportunities 
to visit the academy, to meet new staff and get to know what is expected of them.  As the 
pandemic meant none of this could happen in the summer term we were delighted when the 
DfE announced significant funding to support Year 6 into Year 7 transition.  With the enthusiasm 
and commitment of a dedicated team, we were able to invite every new Year 7 student into the 
academy to support them with this transition.  They took part in four themed days, three taking 
their name from the academy vision, and one reflecting our desire to instil a strong pride of place. 

#VALUED

The first day of Summer School was on the theme #valued. It provided us with a great oppor-
tunity to welcome our new students into the Bede family and to get them used to some of our 
routines, and provide familiarity with the layout of the site. They had photos taken with the 
house mascots, decorated biscuits, created an “all about me” profile, went on a Bede treasure 
hunt and carried out a science practical. There was a fabulous atmosphere between staff and 
students, and a real buzz as house competitiveness took hold at this early stage! Students were 
able to end the day with a reflection about what they had learnt and recognised that they were 
valuable members of the Bede community. 

#CHALLENGED 

Building resilience was the overriding message of the day!  Doing hard things is 
worthwhile; although it may challenge and frustrate us at first, it always brings about 
a sense of achievement and pride.  We started the day with skiing lessons on the dry 
slope at Silksworth, the learning curve was steep, with exciting falls, often causing a 
domino effect on other students!! Yet, within the first hour our fabulous instructors 
had everyone skiing down the slopes under their own steam and enjoying a feeling 
of exhilaration.  We then quickly headed to the Quayside of Gateshead, marvelling at 
the beautiful bridges connecting the town with its bigger sister Newcastle.  We had 
private studios in the Baltic Art Gallery, with talented local artists who encouraged 
us to experiment and develop our artistic streaks.  Workshops included creating tiny 
dolls, articulating body parts and abstract self-portraits, all inspired by exhibitions we 
had viewed within the galleries.  Year 7 were fabulous, an absolute pleasure to take 
outside the academy and I know they have followed previous year groups in being 
perfect ambassadors for Bede. 

#INSPIRED 

Our #inspired days saw students travel to Lindisfarne to follow in the footsteps of the Venerable 
Bede, St Aidan, St Cuthbert and St Oswald. It was an amazing opportunity for many students to 
visit a part of Northumberland they had not been to before. The day was truly cross-curricular 
with students studying the history and engineering of the priory, creating sea-scapes in jars, mak-
ing a pilgrimage to St Cuthbert’s Island, meeting the statues of house saints (and learning a little 
bit about them) and participating in meditation and reflection. Students worked as a team to 
complete the tasks whilst getting to know some of their new teachers. The student's behaviour 
was impeccable and many members of the public complimented the students and were envious 
of the opportunities offered to the students during week. I hope the day inspired students to be 
proud of their house saints and in the story of Bede.  



We take seriously the health and wellbeing of all of 
our students and staff. With this in mind, we insist that 
anyone travelling by bike or scooter onto the academy 
premises must wear a helmet. Please support us in this; we 
don’t want any of our students to experience the trauma 
of head injury in the event of an accident.

#LOVEBLYTH 

Our #LoveBlyth day was all about exploring our local community and appreciating what it has to offer. Students spend the day visiting a wide range 
of engineering industries and focusing on how Blyth is developing into an engineering hub nationally and internationally. Visits to the Port of Blyth 
gave students an understanding of renewable energy and a profound sense of pride in the ground-breaking technology developed on their door-
steps that will go on to have a significant impact in improving sustainable energy. Students took part in a coding session using Crumble software and 
learned how to programme their own wind turbine. Students also visited the Blyth Tall Ships and got to explore the Williams II, this inspired many of 
the students to explore their local heritage further. MP Ian Levey kindly let us visit and ask him some questions about the future of Blyth. Students 
were thrilled to hear all about the Blyth town developments and are looking forward to seeing some of the exciting changes ahead. Texo, Drager 
and Tharsus also hosted visits and gave students an inside into potential future career opportunities. Students particularly enjoyed learning about 
drones, robotics and how engineering is used to support our emergency services. The day ended with a practical activity in the academy workshop 
where students experimented with the properties of polymers to create their own #LoveBlyth themed keyring which was inspired by the beautiful 
views and innovative technologies they had explored. Finally, students worked together to write and record their own news broadcast to inform 
others about what makes Blyth such an amazing place to live.  

#COMMUNITY 

The final day was an opportunity for students to showcase what they had learned both about the academy and about themselves. Students took to 
the stage to present to their parents and afterwards were rewarded with a community fun day.   

The house mascot race across the 100ft inflatable obstacle course was a particular highlight.  

Feedback has been overwhelmingly positive, and students appreciated the opportunity to get to know the academy, their teachers and alleviate 
any new school nerves. 

You can see what students got up to HERE, or by following us @bedeacademy on Twitter.

https://youtu.be/e7_kopJRM9o
https://twitter.com/BedeAcademy


WEEKLY MENU
MONDAY

Soup of the day
Breaded Fish Cake

Oven baked cod and potato cake
Steak and Dumpling

Ground steak cooked with vegetables and steamed suet 
dumpling

Vegetable Stew and Dumpling
Steamed Vegetables/creamed potatoes/rice

TUESDAY
Soup of the day

Chicken Valdostana
 Breaded chicken in a tomato and basil ragu

Pork Char Sui
Loin of pork roasted in a Chinese BBQ glaze

Stuffed Capsicum
Steamed Vegetables/Herb Dice Potatoes

WEDNESDAY
Soup of the day
Traditional roast

With Yorkshire pudding
Chinese Chicken Curry

with chunky onions
Vegetable B.I.R

Steamed Vegetables/Roast Potatoes or Rice

THURSDAY
Soup of the day 

  Chicken Tikka Shashlik
Marinated chicken tikka with roast vegetables

Sloppy Joe
Chilli cheese steak in a soft finger roll

Hoi Sin Veggie Wrap
Steamed vegetables/potato wedges

FRIDAY
Soup of the day 

Battered Fish Fillet
Crispy fish fillets served with lemon and homemade tartare 

sauce 
Southern Fried Chicken

Oven baked in a spicy crumb
Battered Halloumi

Peas /baked beans/chips

Alternative pizza pasta bar/selection of savoury bakes/baked 
potatoes/salad bar/Pizza bar is served with salad only.

COVID TESTING

We are delighted that over 60 students were 
able to benefit from our on-site vaccination 
clinic on Tuesday, and that this enables our wider 
community to feel better protected from the 
potential transmission of coronavirus. Our amazing 
team of support staff and volunteers continue to 
provide on-site testing for all students, on their 
return to the academy. Out of 1000 tests, only one 
positive result was recorded, which provides much 
confidence to our community as we all come 
together for the start of our new academic year.

Students have been provided with home testing 
kits, to correspond with their second on-site test. 
We recommend that these are undertaken on 
Sunday and Wednesday evenings. Please log their 
results on the covid reporting website Report a 
COVID-19 rapid lateral flow test result - GOV.
UK (www.gov.uk); there is no need any more to 
also report negative results to the academy, but 
do please let us know of any positive test results. 
A helpful video guide can be found here, which 
will provide reassurance to students who might 
be undertaking these tests for the first time. 
Please also be reminded that students with covid 
symptoms are not to attend the academy but must 
arrange for a PCR Covid test instead.

The COVID-19 testing centre has worked around the 
clock to protect students, staff and their families 
throughout the duration of our opening week. 
Staff and external volunteers, who have adapted 
to the everchanging government guidelines and a 
wave of new students arriving this Autumn term, 
were pressed on their responsibilities as testing 
assistants and why they deemed it vital to play their 
part in the fight against the virus. Hearing from one 
of these volunteers, we learned that a day in the 
testing centre is a “long process”, but “the more data 
taken means that things can run smoothly”. Having 
a background in science themselves, it has been 
merely “testing as normal”, highlighting the efficiency 
of the work being carried out by these workers as 
well as the skills and bravery they possess amidst 
a trying and dangerous environment. The staff and 
the work done to provide testing in schools have 
both proved themselves invaluable, allowing the 
Bede community to return to a somewhat normal 
academic year.

ALYSSIA AND HALLUM

VALUED, CHALLENGED,  INSPIRED

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
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