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4 October 2021

Visit us on twitter to find out what our staff, parents and students are doing!

BEDE ACADEMY

Dear Parents and Carers,

This week we have had the privilege of hosting our Open Evening for prospective 
students and their families looking to transition to Bede Academy next September.  
We had a lot of visitors, both young and slightly older, through the door and 
the excitement that they brought with them was tangible. The young ladies and 
gentlemen who are considering joining us next September were greeted by our 
Year 9 and Sixth Form Prefects who did an incredible job as ambassadors for Bede 
Academy. Along with the exceptional welcome offered by our students, our staff 
created a vibrant and engaging atmosphere, warm welcome and inspiring activities  
coupled with a sense of care and interest in each Year 6 student and their families. 
We hope that they all left us knowing the Bede Academy is a place in which we 
want every member of our community to know that they are valued, they will be 
challenged and inspired to be the best version of themselves that they can be.

The launch of our trust wide Vision, Mission and Virtues continues across the 
academy. Students have now started working through each of our Virtues and also 
watching our trust wide videos that our students have contributed to making. You 
can see the video on Love shared in this newsletter. We will be sharing the rest with 

you over coming editions of the newsletter. Please take time to watch these short 
videos and discuss the virtues they describe with your son or daughter. This will 
give them the chance to talk to you about the discussions they have been having 
with their Form Tutors.

We have also welcomed into their posts our Year 9 and our Sixth Form Prefects who 
have now taken up their duties around the academy. We expect that every student 
shows politeness and respect to our Prefects in their student leadership roles. Their 
roles are outlined in this newsletter.

Finally may I congratulate Oswald for winning the House Rugby competition 
and also Cuthbert for winning the House Hockey competition. Also the Year 11 
Geography students are to be commended for the way in which they conducted 
themselves during their Geography Field Trip – it is great to see these kinds of 
activities re-emerging again as a big part of our academy life.

Mr A Thelwell
Principal

NEWSLETTER

While we often hear about the hard work of our teachers and senior staff, we ought to pay more 
attention to the tireless efforts of the support staff here at Bede, whose responsibilities are what 
keep our departments and facilities running every day, as well as the excellent support they provide 
to students. An example of one of these workers is Mrs. Watson, our school’s head librarian, whose 
efforts over the past 8 years have been invaluable in the running of our library as well as the support 
provided to the English department. Many may be unaware that Mrs. Watson also carries out a 
number of extra tasks outside of her everyday duties, such as book club, promotion of reading in 
DEAR time as well as outside of school hours through recommending books suited to each year 
group, and Accelerated Reader. In carrying out all of these responsibilities across the school, Mrs. 
Watson’s relationship with students has significantly developed, her involvement in the promotion 
of reading paying off when seeing students who had previously never taken out a book then go on to 
discuss their favourite novels after being given her support. Finally, when asked what she would like 
others to know about her job that perhaps is not known already, she told us that “there is more to 
my job than stamping books and saying ‘shush’”, something we hope to have enlightened upon today. 
Mrs. Watson is one of many of our fantastic support teachers, as we can see from the account above, 
who deserve the warm recognition and appreciate of students, staff and parents alike, as it is clear 
that a significant amount of effort and devotion goes into their positions; so, if you happen to be a 
member of our wider staff reading this article, we hope you know that you are truly valued by the 
Bede community and your efforts do not go unnoticed.

Alyssia & Hallum -  SIXTH FORM PUBLICATION EDITORS

OUR ACADEMY STAFF

https://twitter.com/bedeacademy
https://twitter.com/bedeacademy
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We are delighted to share with you a video made by students across all 
of the schools in our trust on the first of our new core virtues: Love. This 
video was hosted by Bede North and is introduced by Mr Thelwell. We will 
share a new video with you every week, with each one centring around a 
different school in our Trust. Students have been working through these in 
their assemblies and tutor reflections over the course of the last few weeks.

Mrs Normanton
VICE PRINCIPAL

SIXTH FORM PREFECTS
We are really excited to have our Sixth Form 
prefect team appointed and fulfilling their 
roles in the academy. We have students 
in a wide variety of services roles from 
Head boy and Head girl to sports leaders 
and reading mentors. Our Sixth Form 
students have been conducting their roles 
with maturity and have shown excellent 
leadership skills. It has been a pleasure 
to see Sixth Form students involved in 
house activities and in assembly, they are 
excellent role models for our younger 
students. We look forward to seeing 
them involved in various departments and 
events across the academy in the weeks 
to come.

NAME PREFECT ROLE

Ethan Deputy Head Boy

Ben Deputy House Captain

Olivia Primary link

Adam House Captain

Serena Deputy Head Girl

Jasmin Deputy House Captain

Reuben Deputy House Captain

Andrew Ethos and Community lead

Kerena Deputy House Captain

Cameron House Captain

Alyssia Publications

Jason Primary link

Lauren Primary link

Joshua Deputy House Captain

Rachel House Captain

Lewis House captain

Britney Primary link

Ellie House Captain

Hallum Publications

David Head boy

Abbie House captain

Megan Senior prefect

Demi Primary link

Josie Charity 

Alexis Head Girl

Bethany Primary link

OTHER SIXTH FORM 
PREFECT ROLES

NAME PREFECT ROLE

Aaron Music Prefect

Aaron General Prefect

Abby Health and Social Prefect

Abdulrahman Sports Leader

Abigail General Prefect

Adam General Prefect

Alfie General Prefect

Alisha Maths Prefect

Anas General Prefect

Andrew Art Prefect

Jasmine History Prefect

Ben General Prefect

Jade Reading mentor

Joseph Sports Leader

Louie AV Prefect

Jaime General Prefect

Tiana Library Prefect

Chloe Health and Social Prefect

Wes Sports Leader

Jamie IT Prefect

Joshua Art Prefect

Lois General Prefect

Grace Music Prefect

Lily Reading mentor

Mya Sports Leader

Emily Sports Leader

Rachel History Prefect

Holly Geography Prefect

Amy Welfare lead prefect

Billie Art Prefect

Jay AV Prefect

Lucy Languages Prefect

Luke Art Prefect

Teigan Sports Leader

Kelsey General Prefect

Ben Sports Leader

Erin Sports Leader

Declan General Prefect

Mollie Health and Social Prefect

Ethan AV Prefect

Shamim IT Prefect

Jasmine Reading mentor

Lauren Reading mentor

Jordan Science Prefect

Joshua Maths Prefect

Elouise Health and Social Prefect

Ridwin General Prefect

Katie Reading mentor

Katie Volunteering co-ordinator

Matt Sports Leader

Adam General Prefect

Fay Sports Leader

Lena Sports Leader

https://youtu.be/FysCmrjkTcw
https://youtu.be/FysCmrjkTcw
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FREE EBOOKS & 
AUDIOBOOKS FOR 
STUDENTS

We are delighted to announce that 
the Academy has teamed up with 
Northumberland Schools Library 
Service to offer our students free 
access to eBooks and Audiobooks.  The 
resources are provided by a company 
called ‘ePlatform by Wheelers’ and 
allows access to thousands of books 
ranging from the classics to up to date 
contemporary fiction, including all of 

the popular titles our students love to 
read.  The site is easy to navigate and 
can be used on a PC and laptop on 
the desktop version, or via the app for 
mobile or tablet devices.   A step by 
step guide is ATTACHED for students 
to follow, showing how to log onto the 
ePlatform, search, borrow and reserve 
books.  There is also a short VIDEO 
attached showing how to navigate the 
site.

At Bede Academy we constantly strive 
to help our students foster a love of 
reading that will stay with them for the 
rest of their lives, this is done through 

class visits to our well stocked library, 
during DEAR time, and now through this 
exciting new ePlatform.  Developing 
strong reading skills is not only 
important for academic success, it has 
also been proven that it helps children 
develop a greater understanding of the 
world we live in, improve relationships 
with others, reduce symptoms of stress 
and anxiety and improve wellbeing 
throughout their lives.

We hope you and your child enjoy the 
many benefits using the new ePlatform 
will bring.

Mrs Watson

GCSE GEOGRAPHY FIELDWORK AT NEWBIGGIN BY THE SEA

Measuring sand? Oh yes, they were. The GCSE Geography students in year 11 were investigating the impact 
of coastal processes and the coastal defences at Newbiggin by the Sea. They began by using various pieces 
of equipment to measure the changing length and gradient of the beach in 3 locations. Additionally, they 
measured the sediment at intervals to investigate the erosional processes. After lunch on the promenade, the 
students walked up to the headland at Church Point and sketched the visible coastal landforms, as well as the 
human and physical features. I was impressed by their enthusiasm and accurate application of their learning in 
the classroom to explain the coastal management strategies that are in place at this beach. 

Mrs Richardson
TEACHER OF GEOGRAPHY
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WEEKLY MENU
MONDAY

Soup of the day
Chicken Italiano

Tender chicken with garlic butter in a golden crumb topped 
with tomato coulis
Spag Bol Lasagne

enough said…
Veggie Spag Bol Lasagne

Steamed Vegetables/creamed potatoes/rice

TUESDAY
Soup of the day
Hunters Chicken

 Pan fried chicken topped with cheese and BBQ sauce
Street Taco

Ground steak and cheddar cheese served with a soft tortilla
Stuffed Capsicum

Steamed Vegetables/Herb Dice Potatoes

WEDNESDAY
Soup of the day

Traditional roast
with Yorkshire pudding

B.I.R
British Indian Restaurant Style Curry

Vegetable B.I.R
Steamed Vegetables/Roast Potatoes or Rice

THURSDAY
Soup of the day 

  Sausage Hash and Beans
served tasty

Hoi Sin Chicken Wrap
served with sesame noodles

Veggie Taco Cup
Steamed vegetables/potato wedges

FRIDAY
Soup of the day 

Battered Fish Fillet
Crispy fish fillets served with lemon and homemade tartare 

sauce 
Pizza Slice

Pepperoni or Margherita
Battered Halloumi

Peas /baked beans/chips 

Alternative pizza pasta bar/selection of savoury bakes/baked 
potatoes/salad bar/Pizza bar is served with salad only.

COVID UPDATES

ROCK SOLID

Every Tuesday

Years 7 and 8 from
11:50

Years 9 and 10 from
12:40

Location:

MAIN HALL

ROCK SOLID
North East Youth for Christ

We are aware that there have been a number of 
students who have tested positive for Covid this 
term so far, and work is provided for them via 
Teams. Thank you to parents for ensuring that:
1. Any student with COVID-19 symptoms stays 

at home, and is booked to have a PCR test
2. Students undertake twice weekly Lateral 

Flow Tests, in order to pick up on any 
asymptomatic instances of coronavirus. 
Results are to be recorded here. Test kits 
are provided through your child’s tutor time, 
but can also be collected from reception 
at any time. Please note that an onsite 
testing facility is available every Monday 
and Thursday morning, for any student or 
member of staff who requires support with 
undertaking a Lateral Flow test.

Whilst the pandemic continues to impact on 
attendance at the academy for many, we are 
grateful for the return to many of our normal 
routines. All students and staff are reminded 
of our current covid risk assessment, which 
focuses on the following key strategies, to keep 
everyone safe:

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://www.bedeacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Bede-SECONDARY-Covid-19-Risk-Assessment-September-2021.pdf

