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Welcome
Dear students,

Principal Bede Academy (Secondary):

Mr A Thelwell

Since 2012 when Bede Sixth Form opened
over 500 students have passed through and
two thirds have pursued university places
studying and specialising in a wide variety
of fields throughout the country. We have had our second year of graduations and
love hearing news of their next steps. We also have a number of students who have
served apprenticeships. Each pathway has opened up to a career pathway and exciting
opportunities. After the years of hard work leading up to GCSEs, our Sixth Form offers
you the unique opportunity of preparing for adult life, whilst still being able to take
advantage of the personal, social and cultural opportunities which only a school can
offer.

For those aspiring towards university, Bede Academy provides the very latest facilities for study within small class sizes
alongside increased freedom for personal study. Coupled with this freedom is the support mechanisms of individual tutors,
pastoral care and daily routines which provide the securities necessary to help you to achieve your personal best. Whether
university, an apprenticeship or work is the next step - the values at Bede are firmly aligned with what future employers are
looking for. Furthermore, we provide leadership opportunities where the eldest students lead the younger years through
prefectship, house captaincy, reading mentor schemes, sports coaching and, most of all, by personal example. By creating this
balance between personal security and increased freedom, students at Bede are able to take on more responsibility for their
future success, while still having strong support systems in place for when they need them.
At Bede, this means the freedom to balance study with music, drama, sport, community service, publications, work experience
and sharing the care of younger students with the staff team. Whether planning for work, training, university or just life itself,
these are the things which help you to grow as well-rounded people and which best prepare you for whatever lies ahead.
As you read these few pages, we want to offer you the opportunity of studying in the best and most modern facilities in the
area, safe in the knowledge that we have the experience of knowing how to bridge these important years between youth and
adulthood. Are you ready…?
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Ready to

join us?
Why choose the Sixth Form at Bede
Academy?
There are many school and college Sixth Forms in the Northumberland and North
Tyneside area, so why choose Bede Academy?

Catchment area
Bede Academy will consider applications from students living both locally and further afield. For the Sixth Form, there is no
defined catchment area for enrolment. Students from all over the area are welcome to apply for a place, although priority
is naturally given to students from within our own Year 11 who satisfy the academic requirements for entry to their chosen
course.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

We provide unique leadership opportunities such as prefectship and house captaincy
Pastoral care, advice and support is given to every individual
We tailor each student’s academic curriculum to suit their own abilities and preferences
Class sizes are typically small
Directed study time is provided to support students with their learning
Each student receives individualised and continuous careers advice
Facilities are modern, hi-tech and amongst the best in the country
Students can participate in a wide variety of sporting and extra-curricular activities

Location
The academy is located in the south of Blyth on an estate which is within easy reach of a range of local bus routes. Journey
times of 15-20 mins are easily achievable from a range of places in North Tyneside and South East Northumberland.
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Ready for Study?

Academic Curriculum

From the time of your application to Bede Academy the Head of Sixth Form and a team of
tutors will work in partnership with you to create a programme that will offer you the best in
Sixth Form education.
Our aim is to ensure that you choose the right
combination of courses that will best prepare
you for entry to further or higher education
and for the opportunities offered by your
future career. Following your application,
discussion of the courses which best meet
your preferences, needs and aspirations will
begin with an informal interview in the Spring
term. Further advice will then be available
throughout the Spring and Summer terms and
during the week following your GCSE exam
results. We offer a range of Post 16 courses at
A Level and BTEC Level 3.
A Level
Most students choose to study three subjects in Year 12,
continuing with them in Year 13. Many students find it helpful
to choose most, if not all, of their subjects from one of the
two groupings below. Learning is assessed through external
examinations. Some subjects have a coursework component.
Vocational Courses
Applied General and Technical qualifications offer an
alternative to traditional academic A levels. Learning is
assessed through a mixture of: case studies, coursework and
examinations.
Art & Humanities (A Level)
Art and Design
Business Studies
English Language
English Literature
French
Geography
German

History
Music
Religious Studies
Science & Technology (A Level)
Biology
Chemistry
DT: Product Design (Graphics)
Business
Fashion and Textiles*
Mathematics
Physics
Psychology*
Vocational Courses
Business*
Engineering
Human Biology*
ICT (Single)
Sport
Travel and Tourism*
* These courses are available subject to demand.

GCSE Requirements
All students in the Sixth Form are expected to have attained 5 GCSEs at a standard pass grade and at least a grade 4 in GCSE
English Language and Mathematics. Any student entering Year 12 without passes in English Language and/or Mathematics will
be expected to attend relevant classes and re-sit.
Additional timetabled subjects
All students will have:
• A course in Philosophy, Theology and Ethics
• The opportunity to gain the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)
• A weekly Physical Education lesson
• The opportunity to take part in a range of sporting activities
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Bede Academy

16-19 Bursary

All students should be able to enjoy the benefits of studying in the Bede Academy Sixth Form, regardless of their
background or personal circumstances. In order to support those for whom staying in full time education presents
significant financial obstacles, we have the following financial support (based on eligibility):
Vulnerable Student Bursary
A yearly bursary of up to £1,200, paid in three instalments of
£400 by BACs at the start of each term, is available to students
in one of the following four defined vulnerable groups:
•
•
•
•

in care
care leavers
in receipt of Income Support, or Universal Credit in place
of Income Support, in their own right
in receipt of Employment and Support Allowance
or Universal Credit and Disability Living or Personal
Independence Payments in their own right

Students in receipt of a Vulnerable Student Bursary may also
apply for a Discretionary Bursary
And/Or
Discretionary Bursary
A Discretionary Bursary is available for students facing genuine
financial barriers to participating in education either in Bede
Academy Sixth Form or as part of the transition to education
after completing our Sixth Form. Discretionary Bursaries exist to
help students pay for the costs incurred to remain in full time
school education.
Discretionary Bursaries are available for students who’s
household income is less £30,000 per annum before tax (this
includes any tax credits, benefits, disability living allowances,
etc.). The annual bursary allocations are determined on a needs
basis from the income information submitted.
The Discretionary Bursary payments are operated on a ‘claimand-reimbursement’ basis. Claims can be made throughout the
academic year, at which time students can submit receipts for
their purchases. Upon approval of these receipts the students
receive a reimbursement via BACs to their bank account.
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Ready to

Develop?
Sixth Form lectures
Regular Sixth Form lectures are held in the impressive
240 seat interactive lecture theatre and cover a variety of
useful topics such as:
• Study skills
• Revision strategies
• Planning a gap year
• Choosing the right university
• Completing your UCAS form
• Preparing your CV
• Interview technique
• Gaining an Apprenticeship
Guest speakers are invited to give lectures, including university
admissions officers and independent careers advisers.

Skills sessions
We believe all students have their own talents, skills and attributes
which we want to help nurture and stretch in readiness for the
challenges ahead in life. At Bede Academy, we offer all Sixth Formers
the chance to attend a wide range of weekly ‘Skills’ sessions that will
build up their skill set, experience and confidence for the coming
years. Sessions offered include:
• Understanding student finances
• Basic DIY
• Banking
• Healthy cooking

BACK TO INDEX
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Ready to be
creative?
Music and Drama
Both music and drama play an important part in Academy life.
Sixth Form students can be as creative as their imaginations will
allow. The Music and Drama Department features a wide range of
facilities including:
State-of-the-art recording studio
Music composition software on a dedicated suite of computers
Forty touch sensitive keyboards
Instrument practice rooms
Individual tuition for musical instruments
Drama studio with full lighting rig and sound equipment
Events hall with a performance stage and computerised
lighting/sound system

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Throughout the year the music and drama department present an
exciting range of events:
•
•
•
•
•

The annual Academy production
Plays
Recitals
Ensembles
Choral works

BACK TO INDEX
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Ready to be active?
All students are encouraged to make
full use of the Academy’s outstanding
sports and recreation facilities:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Full-size sports hall for basketball, netball,
volleyball, badminton and 5-a-side
Full-size floodlit Astroturf for hockey
Extensive playing fields for rugby, football,
cricket and athletics
Five tennis courts
Dance and aerobics studio
Fitness gym with a range of state-of-the-art
cardio-vascular exercise machines with a
personalised training programme for every
student
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award

A large number of sports teams hold
practices after academic lessons each
day. All students have PE in their weekly
timetable, but may opt for community
service.

Sports tours
National and international sports tours offer exciting
opportunities for our most talented sportsmen and
women, enabling them to compete against teams from
the rest of Britain and abroad.

Community Sports Leaders Award
Sixth Formers will have the opportunity to gain this
nationally accredited qualification which attracts UCAS
points and is valued by employers and universities.
Students will be able to assist in PE lessons and run
after school clubs at the academy’s Primary Years site,
Bede South.

Governing Body Qualifications
Students will have the opportunity to follow awards in
a range of sports and dance. This will lead to students
qualifying to be officials and coaches.
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Ready for

Service?

Christian ethos
The academy follows the principles of the Christian faith. All
students are encouraged to explore a wide range of spiritual,
moral and ethical issues and to come to their own decisions
about what they believe.

PTE
Sixth Form students follow a structured programme of PTE
(Philosophy, Theology and Ethics) throughout their two years
of study. The PTE course is an excellent complement to a
student’s academic studies, regardless of which university
course or future career they have in mind. It seeks to develop
logical thought, ethical debate and the mature exchange of
ideas on subjects which are often controversial. Students on a
course of A Levels may also have the opportunity to gain an AS
Level and extra UCAS points by taking Religious Studies over
two years instead of PTE.

Charity work
Each year, with support from the Emmanuel Schools
Foundation, groups of Sixth Formers visit developing countries
such as South Africa, taking part in outreach activities
alongside students from our sister schools. Sixth Form students
are also very active in raising funds for the academy’s three
charities: Marie Curie Cancer Care, medical clinics in Burma
and an orphanage in Bogota. We anticipate an opportunity for
students to visit this in the near future.
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Community action
As part of your Sixth Form experience, you will have the opportunity
to give something back to your local community. You may partake in
voluntary work, such as visiting the elderly or those in need. You could
also assist with charity work and fundraising for good causes, or help
out on local environmental improvement projects.

Leadership
Sixth Formers who show clear leadership potential are selected to be
prefects, including House Captains and the head boy and head girl. All
Sixth Formers are offered places on the Reading Mentor Scheme where
they help Year 7 students with their literacy and numeracy skills.
As part of a 3-18 academy, Bede Sixth Formers also have the opportunity
to work with primary age students, and lead reading clubs for them.
They alos take on the role of guides for Parent Evenings and events.

Outward Bound Residential
Lower Sixth students embark on an outward bound residential at the
beginning of Year 12. This involves a range of fun and challenging events.
Students enjoy activities such as canoeing, climbing, riding the zipwire
and problem solving, which builds individual skills and self reliance.
The trip helps to develop team spirit and responsibility for all of those
involved.
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