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Dear Parents,  

 

I trust you have all had a wonderful holiday and are feeling well and refreshed for the year ahead.  I wish you all 

a happy and healthy 2022. 

 

On Sunday, the Government released new guidance for schools.  I have highlighted keys changes below.  All 

other previous guidance remains the same.   

 

Testing  

Staff and secondary students in all education settings, should continue to test twice weekly at home. Even if 

someone has tested positive for COVID-19 within the last 90 days, they are strongly encouraged to take part in 

LFD testing at home once they have completed their isolation period for their prior infection. 

 

Self-isolation Period  

Since Wednesday 22 December, the 10-day self-isolation period for people who record a positive PCR test 

result for COVID-19 has been reduced to 7 days in most circumstances, unless you cannot test for any reason. 

Individuals may now take LFD tests on day 6 and day 7 of their self-isolation period. Those who receive two 

negative test results are no longer required to complete 10 full days of self-isolation. The first test must be taken 

no earlier than day 6 of the self-isolation period and tests must be taken 24 hours apart. This also applies to 

children under 5, with LFD testing at parental or guardian discretion. If both these test results are negative, and 

you do not have a high temperature, you may end your self-isolation after the second negative test result and 

return to your education setting from day 8.   

 

Close Contacts  

People who are fully vaccinated, or children and young people aged between 5 and 18 years and 6 months, 

identified as a close contact of someone with COVID-19 should take an LFD test every day for seven days and 

continue to attend their setting as normal, unless they have a positive test result or develop symptoms at any 

time.  Children under 5 are not being advised to take part in daily testing of close contacts. If a child under 5 is a 

contact of a confirmed case, they are not required to self-isolate and should not start daily testing. If they live in 

the same household as someone with COVID-19 they should limit their contact with anyone who is at higher 

risk of severe illness if infected with COVID-19, and arrange to take a PCR test as soon as possible. They can 

continue to attend an education or childcare setting while waiting for the PCR result. If the test is positive, they 

should follow the stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed COVID-19 infection. 

Close contacts in schools are identified by NHS Test and Trace and education settings are not expected to 

undertake contact tracing.  As with positive cases in any other setting, NHS Test and Trace will work with the 

positive case or their parent to identify close contacts. Contacts from a school setting will only be traced 

by NHS Test and Trace where the positive case or their parent specifically identifies the individual as being a 

close contact. This is likely to be a small number of individuals who would be most at risk of contracting 

COVID-19 due to the nature of the close contact. We will follow government advice and support NHS Test and 

Trace when required.   

Continued Learning  

We recognise that the high rates of COVID-19 may cause difficulties with the availability of staff. Our shared 

priority is to keep education settings open and continue face-to-face education, as much as possible. Where 
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workforce issues arise, we will do our best to find appropriate solutions.  If individual students are isolating but 

are either asymptomatic or are well enough, work will be provided by the class teacher or on Google 

Classroom. 

 

Vaccinations  

On Wednesday 22 December, the government accepted advice from the Joint Committee on Vaccination and 

Immunisation (JCVI) that a primary course of vaccination should be offered to children aged 5 to 11 years old 

who are in a clinical risk group, or who are a household contact of someone (of any age) who is 

immunosuppressed. The NHS is working through updated guidance and will set out how this is going to be 

operationalised shortly. 

 

Face Coverings  

It is recommended that face coverings are worn in classrooms where pupils in year 7 and above are educated. 

The advice is short term only. Staff at Bede South will continue to wear face coverings in communal areas and 

we ask all parents (unless exempt) to wear face coverings whilst on the academy grounds.    

 

Other Reminders to Reduce Risk 

• We will work to ensure good hygiene for everyone, maintain appropriate cleaning regimes and keep 

occupied spaces well ventilated.  

• We will follow public health advice on managing confirmed cases of COVID-19. 

• Please use the one-way system for drop-off and pick-up times.  Enter the academy through the main gate 

and leave through the gate at the back of the Astroturf.  

• Please ensure you and your child are on time for the start of the academy day so students and parents do 

not enter through the main entrance.  

• Please only enter the academy building if you have made an appointment.  

• When attending the academy for an appointment, we ask that you wear a face covering, use hand 

sanitizer and maintain distance when possible.  We also recommend that you take a lateral flow test 

before you attend.  

• Please remind your child of the importance of good hygiene.  

 

Despite the continued challenges for everyone, we look forward to a positive spring term.  During the autumn 

term, we saw the students develop in character, make academic progress, contribute to their community and 

take part in lots of enjoyable events.  We know they will continue to inspire us in the coming weeks and 

months, and we will work tirelessly to provide the very best for them all.  

 

Thank you for your ongoing support. Stay safe.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 
Mrs Harding   
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